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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Investigation i nto the effect 
of 1986 Federal Tax Refo rm f o r 1988 

DOCKET NO. 871206-PU 

In re : Petition of Citizens of the 
State of Florida for a limited proceed
ing to reduce General Telephone Company 
of Florida's authorized return o n equity 

DOCKET NO. 870171-TL 

In re: In'lestigation into the proper 
application of Rule 25-14.003 , r.A. C., 
relating to tax savinys refunds for 
1988 and 1989 f o r GTE o f Flo rida 
Incorpo r a ted 

DOCKET NO. 890216-TL 

The following Corr.11 i ss LOne r s 
disposition o f this ma tter: 

ORDER NO. 
ISSUED: 

pa rticipated 

MICHAEL Mc K. WI LSON. Chairma n 
TH0/1AS M. BEARD 

BETTY EASLEY 
GERALD L. GUNTER 
JOHN T. HERNDON 

ORDER ON CONSOLIDATION 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

20857 
3-6-89 

in the 

I 

By Order No. 20269, issued November 7, 1988, we pro posed 
to adopt a cap of 14.25\ o n the 1988 and 1989 earn ings of GTE I 
Florida Incorporated (GTEFL). Thi s action was propose d in 
Docket No. 871206-PU, which is an investigation into the ef f ect 
o( 1986 Tax Reform f o r 1988. The Off ice of Public Counse l 
(OPC) and the Flo rida Consum~r s for Responsible Utilities 
(FCRU) filed ti~cly pro tests (the Protests) o f the action 
proposed in Order No . 20269. As a result of the Prot ests, a 
proceedi ng has ber:n scheduled t o resolve the issues whicih led 
us to propose the action discus sed in Order No . 20269. 

Docket No . 871206-PU i s a generic docket that was opened 
to deal with all utili t ies under our jurisdict i on. Our Staff 
has recommended that we transfer tne Protests to a separate 
docket t o deal with GTEF~ specifical ly, and Docket No. 
890216-TL has bee n o pened f o r this purpose. Staff believes 
that administrative ef f iciency will be promoted and confusion 
will be avo ided if we adopt this recommenda tion. 

Several of the iss ues raised in the Protest s were raised 
previously by OPC in its Petition for a limite d procee ding to 
reduce GTEFL's authorized return on equity. Action on the 
Petition is pending in Docket No. 870171-TL. Bec 1use of the 
apparent overlap of issues raised in the Pro tes ts and in the 
Petition, Staff believes that the most effic i ~nt manner of 
resolving all of t hese issues would be thro ugh conso lidating 
Dockets Nos. 870171-TL and 890 216- TL. 
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Upon r ev i ew, •.1e w i ll approve o u r Staff ' s r ecomme nd ati o ns . 

1 he Protests are removed from conside r ati o n in Docket No . 

87l206-PU. and GTEFL i s excused fr om further participat ion in 
that d oc ket. The Protest s wi 11 be c onside r ed i n Docket No . 

890216-TL, and OPC and FCRU shal L have the s t atus i n that 
do c ke t •.1hich was c o nferred upo n them by t he Protests fi Led in 

Doc ket No . A7 120fi - PU. Dockets Nos . 87017 1-TL and 890216-TL are 

cons~ lidated into a single proceeding . 

0~ February 13, 1989 , we received a letter from GTEFL 
CJ~~ltti ng t o a January 1 , 1989 effective date for thP 

resolution o f ta x savi ngs f or 1989 . We believe GTEFL' s 

commttment t o accept a retrt")active applica t i o n of our ac t i o n 
here is adequa:e prot:eclicn f o r rat~payers ; t herefore , we w i l l 

accept i t 1n 1:eu of taking o ther act i o n. !L.£L:.. • o r deri ng GTEFL 
to ho ld revenues sub ject to refund. Apar t from acce pting the 

c ompany ' s o ffer to accept a r etroactive a pp lica tion of o u r 

actio n in these c onso lidated proceedings, 1-1e La ke no position 
in this Order o n the argument s adv need b y GTEFL i n i ts 

c ommi tment l etter . 

Based o f the foregoing, it is 

ORDERED b y the Florida Pu b l ic Serv ice Commi s s ion t hat t he 

p r o t ests t o Or der No. 20269 , issued November 7, 1988, filed in 

Docket No. 8 712 06-PU by t he Office o f t he Public Counse l and 
the F lo r i d a Con s umers for Respo ns ible UtiL i t i es are h e r eby 

t rans f er red fo r c o nsideration in Docke t No . 890216 - TL 14ith t he 
p r o t estor s · status being preserved in t he l a tte r docket. I t i s 

fur ther 

ORDERED t hat GTE F l o r ida Incorporated i s e x c used from 
further part i c i patio n i n Docket No . 871206-PU. It i s fu r the r 

ORDERED t ha t Docket No. 870171 - TL is hereby conso lidated 

with Docket No. 8902 16-TL into a single proceedi ng . I t i s 

furthe r 

ORDERED t h a t the 
submitted on Febru a r y 
application t o Janua r y 
c o nsolidated proceedi ng 

commilmeut of GTE F l orid a Inco rpo r a ted 
13 , 1989, t o accep t t he r etroa c tive 
1, 1989, o f ac l ion t o be taken in th i s 
i s hereby accepted . 

By ORDER of the F l or i.d a Pu b ! i c Se rvice Commi ss1on, 

t h is 6t h day of --~~~s~c~u _________ . ~· 

S1£VE TRIBBL~Di rec tor 
Divis · o n of Records and Re po rt i ng 

( S E A L ) 

DLC 
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NOTICE Of fURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The florida Publ ic Service Commission is required by 
Section 120.59(4). fl o rida Statutes, to no tify par t ies of any 
admi nistrative hearing o r judicia l review of Commission orders I 
that is available unde r Secti o ns 120.57 or 120 .68, florida 
Statutes, as wel l as the procedures and time I i mi ts that 
apply. This ~oti c~ sho uld not be construed t o me an all 
!:equests for an administ r a ti ve hearing Ot jud icial review wi 11 
be granted o r result in the relief s o ught. 

Any party adverse ly affected by the Com~iss i o n · s fina l 
act i o n in this matter ma y r equest : 1) reco ns ideration of t he 
decision by fi l ing a moti o n for reco ns i de ra t i o n wi t h the 
Director , Di v is ion of Records and Repo r ti ng within fi f teen (1 5 ) 
days of the issuance o f t hi s orde r in the form presc ribe d by 
Rule 25-22.060, florida Admi ni strative Code ; or 2) judicia l 
review by the flo rida Supreme Co ur t in t he case of an e l ect ric, 
gas o r t elepho ne utility o r the fir st Distric t Cou r t of Appeal 
in the case o f a wat e r or sewer utility by fi ling a not ice of 
appeal with t he Directo r, Div ision of Record s and Repo r t ing a nd 
filing a copy of the not i ce of appe a l and t he fili ng fee with 
the appro priate c our . Thi s fi ling must be comp l eted within 
thirty (30) days after t he i ssu a nce of t hi s o rder, purs uant t o 
Rule 9.110, fl o rida Rul es of Appell ate Procedure . The no~ ice 

of appeal must be in the form specifie d in Ru le 9 . 900(a). 
flo rida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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