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BEFORE THE fLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Applicatio n of SOUTHERN STATES 
UTILITIES, INC. for a pproval of 
increased water rates in Clay County. 

DOCKET NO. 8 50454-WU 
ORDER NO. 21097 
ISSUED : 4-24-69 

The f o llowing Commissioners participated in t he dispositi o n I 
of this matter: 

MI CHAEL McK. WnSON, CHAIRMAN 
THOMAS M. BEARD 

BETTY EAS LEY 
GERALD L. GUNTER 
JOHN T . HERNDON 

ORDER RELEASING ESCROWED FUNDS 
AND CLOS ING DOCKET 

BY THE CO~rniSSION: 

Southern States Utilities .• Inc. (So uthern States or the 
u tility), filed an application with this Commission for 
increased water rates f o r its Keystone Heights Divisi on on 
De cember 18, 1985. Southern States had acquired the Keystone 
He ights system o nly a short time befo re. We approved the 
t r ansfer of the Keystone Heights • Certificate by Order No. 
15598 , issued o n Januar y 28, 1986 . 

This system prov ides wat e r service to appr o ximately 93r. I 
customers in Clay County. By Order No. 16102, issued July 2:!, 
1986 , we authorized the utility to increase its rates to 
provide gross annua l revenues o f $216,047 f or the projected 
test year ending December 31. 1986. The projected test year 
reflected what the utility be·lieved plant investment would be 
for system improvements wh ich wer e necessary to· bring the 
system into compliance with the Department of Enviro nmental 
Regu1at ion's requ irements. Those impro vements included 
distribution system enhancement projects which relocated and 
extended lines, tying-in of deadends, replacement of 
inope r ative valves, and other i terns designed to improve the 
water s ervice t o the customers . In addition, the installati o n 
of a new 10,000 gallo n hydropneumatic tank, repair of the 
existing elevated storage tank , renov a tion of a well, placement 
of an auxiliary generato r and impro vements to chlorination 
equipment, were also made. The cost of the propos ed total 
adjustments to utility plant in service was $551,804. In Order 
No. 164 02, we also required all f unds related to the 
improvements proj ects to be held in escrow pending our 
verificat i on o f complet ion o f t he impro vements. 

By our Order No. 18403, issued on November 9, 1987, we 
required the utility to complete the projects, reduce its 
rates, and remit a refund. Since there were construction 
problems with one of the projects we originally allowed by 
Order No. 18403, we allowed the utility additional time to 
substitute a l ine extension project . The project was 
originally authorized in Order No. 16402 and was to be modified 
with the installation of a water treatment plant. By Order No. 
18403 , we required all r emaining unfini s hed p rojects to be 
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com~;>leted by December 31, 1987. The cost o t t he substituted 
proJect was s ubs t antially les s than the original project, 
the reby reducing the previously authorized gross a nnual revenue 
requirement t o $ 189,856 . Order No . 184 03 also allowed for a 
reductio n in rates. with a refund of 12.58\ of t he co llected 
revenues . 

By Order No . 19206 , issued April 22, 1988, we recoc:;, ni zed 
So uthern States' c ompletion o f the rate reduction and refund as 
required by Order No . 18403. Once we verified that 
approximately 31\ o f t he investment provided for by Order No. 
16402 (and modified by Order No . 1840 3 ) still remained to be 
completed, we iss ueJ Order No . 19206 authorizing t h e release o f 
69\ of the escrowed f unds relate d to the comp l eted projects. 

Due to diffi culties in tile rezoning of property necessary 
for the installation of the new water treatment plant, Southern 
States requested an eight -month extensi o n towards the 
resolution of providing adequate se rv ice to the northern 
sectio n o f its service area. We gran ted this request in Order 
No. 19 206. Subsequently, the utility chose the o ption to 
abando n the t reatment plant project and return to the original 
plan o f extending a wa ter line to the nort hern area to help 
improve pressure. 

I.Je have held this d ocket open to monitor Southern States • 
progress and verify c omp l eti o n of the rematntng projects. 
Since we ve r if i ed. o n febru.:~ry 22 . 1989, hat all o f Lhc 
proj ec t s have been c omp leted, we fi nd it appropriate to re1ease 
the rema1n1ng f unds held in escrow. Overall, the utility 
reported spending $ 664. 52 8 on t he c onstruct ion projects. The 
remaining money he ld in escrow pending the final complet ion of 
t he c o nstructio n projects as of January 31, 1989, including 
interest, totalled $1 6, 945. All money currently held in the 
escrow account shall be released to the utility and this docket 
is hereby closed. 

Based on the foregoing, it is, therefore, 

ORDERED by the florida Public Service Commission 
funds remaining in escrow, as required by Orde r No. 
released t o Southern States Utilities, Inc .• a s set 
the bo dy o f this Order. It i s f ur t her 

ORDERED that this docket is c l osed. 

that the 
16402, be 
forth in 

By ORDER of the Florida Pub lie Commission , this 24th day Of __ .a.ALPR~:~..lo~.~L.._ _____ _ 

Repo rting 

(SEAL) 
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NOT ICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDI CI AL REV IEW 

The Flo r i da Publ ic Service Commiss ion i s required by 
Section 120.59(4) , Flo rida Statutes, to noli fy parties of any I 
a dministra tive hea ring or judicia l rev iew of Comm i ssion o rders 
that i s ava il abl e under Sections 120.57 or 120.68. Florida 
Statutes, as well as t he procedures a nd time limits that 
apply. Th is notice should not be construed t o mean al l 
requests f o r an admin i s t rati ve hearing or judicial review will 
be granted o r result in the relief sought . 

Any pa r t y adve r s ely affec t ed by the Commission' s fi nal 
actio n i n this matter may request : l) reconsideration of the 
decision by filing a motion fo r r econs ide ration with the 
Director, Di v ision of Records and Reporti ng wi thi n f if t een (15) 
days of the issuance o f this o r de r in the form prescribed by 
Rule 25-22.060, F lorida Admin is trat ive Code ; or 2) j udicial 
rev iew by the Flo r ida Su preme Court in lhe case o f an e l ectric, 
gas or telephone u til i t y o r t he First District Court of Appeal 
in the c ase of a wa te r o r sewer u til ity by filing a notice of 
appeal with the Di rector, Division of Records and Reporti ng and 
f i ling a c o py of the not ice o f appeal and t he filing fee with 
t h e appropriate cou r t. Thi s fi ling must be completed within 
thirty (30) days afte r t he issuance of t hi s o rder. purs uant to 
Rule 9 . 1 10. Flo rida Rule s of Ap pellate Proce dure. The notice 
of appeal mus t be in the form spec ified i n Rule 9 . 900(a), 
Florida Rules of Appella t e Procedu re . 
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