
I 

I 

I 

BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: R view of Conservation Goals, ) 
Rul e 25- 17.004, Florida Administrative) 
Code, Goals For Natural Gas Utilities . ) ________ ) 

DOCKET NO. 860185-GU 
ORDER NO. 2 2 179-A 
ISSUED: 12-6-89 

AMENDED NOTICE OF RULEMAKING 

NOTICE is hereby given that 
Sec tion 120.54, Florida Statutes, 
r e pe al Rule 25- 17.004, relating 
natural gas utilities 

the 
has 
to 

Commission, pursuant to 
i n itiated rulemaking to 
conservation goals for 

The attached Notice of Rulemaking will appear in the 
December 15, 1989 edition of the Florida Administrative Weekly . 

If requested, a hearing will be held at the following time and 

place : 

9 : 30a.m. , Wednesday, March 7, 1990• 
Room 106, Fletcher Building 
101 East Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 

• Thursday , March 8 and Friday, March 9 , 1990 have also been 

r eserved if needed. 

Written requests for hearing and writte n comments or 

Buggestions on the rules must be received by the Director, 
Divi s ion of Records and Reporting, Florida Public Servic e 

Commission , 101 E.1st Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 

3 2399- 0863, no later han January 5, 1990. 

By D1rection of the Florida 
thi s ___b t b day of DECEMBER 

Public Service 
, 1989 

Commission, 

STEVE TRIBBLE , Director 

( S E A L ) 

SBr 

Division of Records and Repo rting 
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 860185- GU 
RULE T I TLE: 
Goal s for Natural Gas Ut i lities 

RULE NO.: 
25-17 . 004 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The methodology pres cribed in the current 
rul e sets numerical targets for the 1980's o nly. Future 
con s rvation goals Cor gas utilities cannot be determined under 
l h rule as it now exists . This rule should be r epealed and 
cons ervation goals consistent with the goals expressed in 
e xi s ting Rulo 25- 17.001, Florida Administrative Code , should be 
ad o pted. 

SUMMARY: Rule 25- 17.004, Florida Administrat i ve Code , was 
o riginally enacted in 1980 to implement the Flo rida Ene rgy 
Effi ci ency and and Conservation Act (FEECA), Chapters 
366.81- .85 e~nd 403.519, Florida Statutes. Goals in the rul e 
a r c d e signed to reduc e oil dependency in the state , to decrease 

I 

l oss of natural gas by specific actions, to increase the 
e ff ic iency of the use of natural gas, to increase utilities ' 
i nvolvement in federal regulation, and to perform a specified 
number of energy audits. The goals in the rule set performanc e I 
argots to be reached throughout the 1980 ' s. Activism in 

fedora 1 regulation and leak prevention activities do not have 
target dates, but these are the activities of a well-managed 
gas utility and need not be in rule form. 

The goals e xpressed in existing Rule 25-17.001, Florida 
Administrative Code, echo those expressed in this rule. This 
fact combined wi t h the reasons expressed above, justify the 
r peal of this rule. 

RULEMAKING 
Statutes. 

,\UTHORITY: 366 . 05(1), 366.82(1) - (4), 

LAW 1MPL~1ENTED: 366.82 ( 1 ) - (4 ) , Florida Statutes. 

Florida 

SUMMARY OF THE ESTIMATE OF ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THESE RtJLES: 
B nofits would accrue to the extent that repeal of the 
conservation goals rules results in more timely implementation 
o C cos t - effective conservation efforts by F lorida utilities. 
Costs would likely arise only to the extent that repeal of the 
rules would e ngender additional monitoring , program filing, or 
h aring costs not i ncurred under the current r ul e ; through 
Cor gone opportunities for deferral of additional e lectric 
g c n rating capacity ; or through loss of opportunities to reduce 
d e pe ndence on oil and oil- derived energy. With the adopt i on of 

I 



I 

I 

I 

ORDER NO. 22 179-A 
DOCKET NO. 860185- GU 
Pag e 3 

lh goals expressed in existing Rule 25- 17.001, Florida 
Administrative Code, and the implementation of those goals by 
the na tu ca 1 gas utilities reviewable at subsequent Commission 
he arings, it appears likely that Florida natural gas utilities 
and their ratepayers would incur no long - run "net " cost 
i nc r eases by the repeal of this rule. 

WRITTEN COMJ-YENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 
SUBlHTTED TO THE FPSC, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING, 
WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING. IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE AND 
PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

TIME AND DATE: 9:30 A. M. , Wednesday, March 7, 1990 
PLACE : Room 106 , 101 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida. 
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THESE RULES AND THE 
ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT IS: Bureau Chief, Electric and Gas 
Section, Division of Legal Services , 101 East Gaines St reet, 
Ta l l ahassee, Florida 32399- 0863 

THE FULL TEXT OF THE RULES IS : 

25 17.004 Goals for Natural Gas Utilities. 
(1) Natural gas and elect r ic utility systems shall 

promo te the use of natural gas as a substitute for oi 1 or oil 
de ~ived energy where to do so is cost effective within 
Florida . The annual increase in the numbe r o f h igh priority 
e nd us ers should be at least 2\ by January 1, 1983 and 3\ by 
Dec mbe r 31, 1985 . By 1989, natural gas utilities should have 
e nough high priority end users to absorb any gas which becomes 
ava i lable as a result of the Fuel use Act, as amended. 

( 1. ) ~Jatural gas utilities s hall pursue aggressively 
those steps al the federal level that will result in more gas 
becom1ng deliverable to Florida customers of all classes in 
o rde r t o displace oil. 

(3) Natural gas utilities shall increase their leak 
de t ec tion, cathodic protection and similar mai ntenance programs 
to s uc h an e xtent that unaccounted for gas does not exceed 1 
1/2\ . 

(4) The residential conservation serv ice audit and 
o lhe r consum~ r programs shall have the goal of r educi ng average 
r e s i de nt i al customer usage of natural gas for space and water 
hearing 25\ from 1980 usage level by 1985 for those customers 
impleme nting cost effective conse rvation measures. 

(5) Customer response t o audits shall be 7 , 988 by 
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January 1, 1982 and 13,328 by January 1, 1984 with goals 
computed using the same methodology as required for electric 
utilities by 25- 17 . 003(1) for customers who se usage exceeds 400 
therms in the base years . The audit programs shall concentrate 
o n the largest usage customers as first priority. 
SpociCic Authority: 366.05(1), 366 . 82(1) -(4), F.S. 
Law Implemented: 366.82(1) - (4), F.S. 
History: Ne w 12/2/80, Ame nded 12/30/82 , f o rmerly 25-17.04, 
Repealed __________________ ___ 

NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE : Joe McCormick 
NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSONS WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULES: 
Flo rida Public Se rvice Commission 
DATE PROPOSED RULES APPROVED: October 17, 1989 
If a ny person decides to appeal any d ecision of the Commission 
with respect to any matter considered at the rulemaking 
hea ring, if held , a record of the hearing is necessa ry. The 
appellan must ensure that a verbatim record, including 
testimony and evidence forming the basis of the appeal is 
made . The Commission usually makes a verbatim r eco rd of 
rul emaking hearings. 
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