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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COC~lSSION 

In re: Initiation of show cause 
proceedings for failure to file 1989 
annual reports: 

METROMEDIA LONG DISTANCE, INC . 
ITT COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, INC . 
ITT CHERNOW COMMUNICATIONS, INC . 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) __________________________________ ) 

The following Commissioners 
disposition of this matter : 

DOCKET NO. 
DOCKET NO. 
DOCKET NO. 
ORDER NO . 
ISSUED: 

participated 

MICHAEL McK. WILSON, Chairman 
THOMAS M. BEARD 

BETTY EASLEY 
GERALD L. GUNTER 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

900252-TI 
900760-TI 
900262-TI 
22896 
5-7-90 

in the 

Rule 25-24.480, Florida Adrnin istraLive Code (the Rule), 
reguires each interexchange carrier (IXC) t o f 1le an annual 
report with our Division of Communications by January 31sL of 
each year. Our Staff notified all IXCs by letter d aled 
December 15, 1989 , that the due date for the 1989 annual repor t 
was approaching. Thirty IXCs did not file their 1989 annual 
repor s by the January 31, 1990 deadline. 

The 1989 annual reports of five o( these c ompanies , 
including Metromed ia Long Distance, Inc. (Metromedia) , were 
rece ived after the January 31st deadline, and this represents 
their third apparent viola tion of the Rule. The 1989 annual 
reports of twenty oC these companies, including ITT 
Communication s Services , I nc. (ITT-CS), and ITT Chernow 
Communications, Inc. ( ITT-CC), were received after Lhe Janaa ry 
31st deadline, and this represents their first apparent 
violation of the Rule. On January 16 , 1990 , t he three subject 
companies filed requests for ex tens ion of the f i 1 i ng dead 1 i ne 
until February 15, 1990; howeve r, thl'ir 1989 annual reports 

' were received on March 5 , 1990. 

Our Staff recommended three categories of propose d Cines , 
rangi ng from $2,000 to $4,000, for the twen y companies thal 
were late in filing for the first time, based on the length o f 
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tardiness . For the twenty companies who arc fitsl-time 
vio1atots and whose repor s were recei ved in Lhe following Lime 
periods , Staff urged us to adopt the fines tndicaLed f or each 
category: (1) February l-15, 1990 $ 2,000; (2) February 
16-28 1990, $3,000; and (3) on or after March 1, 1990 
$4,000. For the five companies who are third-time vi o lators 
and whose reports were received in the f ol lowing time pe riods, 
Staff urged us to ado pt the fines indicated for each category: 
(1) February 1-15, 1990 - $10,000; (2) February 16-28 - 1990, 
$11,000; and (3) on or after March 1, 1990 - $12,000. 

Based o n this methodology , our S aff urged us to order 
ITT-CS and ITT-CC to show cause why they should not each be 
fined $4,000. For Metromedia, our Staff recommended lhat we 
order the c ompany to s how cause why it shou ld not be fincJ 
$12,000 for its third consecutive failure to file t1mely 
report s . 

I 

Upon consideration, we wi ll o rder MeLromcdia to show cause I 
why iL should not be fined $ 11 ,000 for the apparent vi ola t ion s 
of the Rule by a 11 three companies. ITT-CC and JTT-CS are 
subsidiaries of Metromedia , and the gro up will be dealt with as 
a single violator. As the parent company, Me tromcd 1a wlll be 
ordered to act in these con so lidated proceedings on behalf of 
all three componies. Becau se the companies sought in writing 
an extension of the filing deadline, we will t reat he group as 
a member of the second category of third-time late-filers set 
out above . Add itionally , Met romedia shall show cause why the 
certificates of all thre~ companies should not be cancelled . 

However, in an effort to save the time and costs that 
would otherwise be expended in pursuing these proceed ing s , we 
will offer the subject compani s an alternative to showing 
cause. If Metromedia elects not to show cause but chooses 
instead to accept our of ( e r in settlement, we wi 11 accept a 
payment of $5, 500 if such payment is received no later than 30 
days after the issuance dale of this Order. If Metromedia 
elects to accept this OL(er, we will suspend the 'remaining 
$5,500 until the three subject company ' s 1990 reports are due 
on January 31, 1991. rE this o ffer is accepted, the suspended 
$ 5 ,000 will be waived upo n he timely fillng of all t hree 
companies' 1990 reports . 

If any of Lhe three 1990 reports is filed late, Me lromedi a I 
will be required to pay the suspended $ 5 , 5 00 Cor this apparent 
violation as well as an additi o nal fire t hat we will impose for 
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t hat f u ture violation. t-1etromedia · s accepLance o f this 
settlemen t offer b y payi ng the amoun offered shall be deemed 
as accep t ance of our condition that the suspended pottion shall 
become due upo n t h e failure to file any of the Lhree 1990 
reports on time. We reserve judgmenl as o the ptoper amoun 
of t he fi ne that will be imposed for v io lating Lhe Rul\:! next 
yea r , a nd we caution all r xcs to comply stricll y with the Rule 
i n the future. Future leniency will not be shown for 
conti nuou s failures to comply with the Rule. 

In the event that Metromedia fails to show cause within 
t he time specified below or to pay lhe $5,500 wiLhin 30 days o f 
t he issuance date of this Order, we hereby direct ou r Staff to 
cancel t he t h ree companies ' certificates and to close the 
re l evan t dockets under t he administrative authority delegateJ 
he r e . I f lhe companies ' certificates are cancelled for fa1lure 
to respo nd or to pay the $ 5 , 500, we hereby waive any fine that 
rnay othe rwise be assessed . 

Based on t h e foregoi ng, it is hereby 

ORDERED by t he Florida Public Service Corrunission that 
Metrornedia Long Distance. Inc ., shall s how cause in wriling why 
its certificate and t he certificates of its subsidiaries, ITT 
Corrununications Serv1ces, Inc ., and I TT Chernow Corrununicali o ns , 
I nc ., should not be cancelled and why a $11,000 Cine sho uld nol 
be assessed against it for the company's apparent failure and 
for t he apparent failures of these subsidiaries to fil e imely 
t he report required by rule 25-24.480, Florida Administrative 
Code . It is further 

ORDERED that the written responses to this Order by 
Met corned i a Lo ng Distance, 1 nc. , must be received b y the 
Directo r of Records a nd Reporting, 101 Easl Gaines Street, 
Tallahassee , Florida 32399-0870, by the time established 
below. It is f u rther 

ORDERED t hat any esponse filed by Metromedia Long 
Distance, Inc ., must contain specific statemen s of fact and 
l a w. I t is f u rthe r 

.... 

ORDERED t hat failure by Metromedia Long Distance, Inc ., to 
fi l e a writ len response within the prescribed time period wi 11 
constitu te an admission of noncomphauce. resulting i n a ll 
allegations being admitted. I is further 
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ORDERED that failure by Metromedia Long 
request a hearing in any written response 
will constitute a waiver of any right to 
matter. It is fur her 

Distance, 1nc . , to 
that is submit t ed 
a hearing in this 

ORDERED that MeLromedia Long DistancC', Inc., may elect to 
comply w1th the requirements established in th is Order in 
settlement of t he apparent v1olations of Rule 25-24.480, 
Florida Admi ni strattve Code. and if so, the Staff of the 
Florida Publ ic Service Commission is hereby delegated the 
authority Lo close administtalively these dockets. It is 
further 

ORDERED that, 1f Me romedta Long Dis ance, Inc., nei her 
responds in writing to this Order nor pays the amount specified 

I 

in the body of this Order, the Staff of the Florida Public 
Service Commission 1s hereby delegated the adm1nistrative 
authority to cancel the Certificates of Publlc Conven1ence and 
Necessity held by Metromedia Long Distance, Inc., ITT I 
Communications Services, Inc. , and ITT Chernow Communications, 
Inc. , and to close these dockets, and the assessed f t ne 1 s 
heteby waived in the even of such cancellations. 

By ORDER of the Fl o rid a 
this day of 

( S E A L } 

DLC 

Public Service Comm1ssion, 
1990 

Reporttng 

I 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDiNGS OR JUDICIAL REVl £\-1 

The Flo rida Public Service Commission 1s required by 

Sectio n 120. 59 (4), Florida Statutes, t o not1f y parties of any 

admini st rative heanng or j udic ia l rev iew of Commtssion o rders 

that is available under Secllons 120 . 57 o r 120.68, Florida 

Statutes, as well as t he procedures and time limi s that 

apply. This not 1ce s hould no t be construed to mean all 

requests for an admtnis rative heanng o r j udi ctal rcvtew wtll 

be granted o r resul in the relief sought. 

This o rder is preli mi nary, procedur a l o r tntcrmediatc 1n 

nature . Any person whose subs tantial intcc c~ts arc affected u y 

the action proposed by this order ma y file a pcttlion for a 
f o rmal p roceeding , as prov ided by Ru le 25 - 22.037(1 ) , Flo r ida 

Administrattve Cod e , in the f o rm provided by Ru le 

25-22 .036(7 )( 3 ) and (f), Florida Adm1n1strativc Code . Thts 

petilion must be received by the DHector , Otviston of Records 

and Repo rting, at hi s office at 101 East Gaines Street , 

Tallaha ssee , Fl o ri da 32399-0870, b y the c l ose of bus iness 

o n __ Ma 28 1990 

Failure to respc nd with1n the tt me set f orth above shall 

cons titute an adm i ssion of all facts and a watvec o f l he right 

to a hearing puL suan l to Rul e 25-22 . 037(3) , Florida 

Admini s trative Code, and a defuul l pursudnt lo Rul e 

25-22.037(4 ), Flo oda Administra tve Cod• . Such default shall 

be effective on the da y subsequent to the above da e . 

If an adversely affected person fail s o respond t o th1 s 

order wi thin the time prescribed above . tha pdr y ma y request 

judicial review by Lhe Florida Supteme Court in Lhe case of any 

electric , gas o r telephone ut1l i y o r by t he First D1sLricL 

Court of Appeal in t h e case o f a water o r sewer utility by 

filing a notice o f appeal w1 h the Dtrec o r, Division o f 

Records and Repo r tng. ar.d Cillng a copy o f h e notice ol 

appeal and t he fi llng fee wi h the appropriate court. Thts 

filing must be comple ed wi t h i n thirty ( 30 ) days of the 

effective dale o f this o rde r , pur suant Lo Rul 9 . 110. Florida 

Ru le~ of Appellate Procedure. 
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