
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMtH SSION 

I n re: Application for a rate 
increase i n Lee County by 
LEH IGH UTI LITIES , INC . 

DOCKET NO . 9 11188- \vS 
ORDER NO . PSC - 92 - 0882 - PCO-WS 
ISSUED: 08/27/92 

ORDER GRANTING f10TION TO PERMIT ADDITIONAL II1TERROGATORI ES . 
IN PART . AND FINDING THE OFFICE Of PUBLI C COUNSEL'S 

MOTION TO STRIKE TO BE 1100T 

On July J1 , 1992, the Office of Public Counsel {OPC) filed a 
Motion to Permit Additional Interrogatories, seeking to expand the 
number o f interrogatories allowed in this docket to 500 . OPC c 1ted 
as s upport for the addi t ional 400 interroga t ories the size o f the 
application and the purpose of discovery. The ut i lity res ponded on 
August 7 , 1992, to OPC ' s motion and argued as follows: 1) that 
r econsideration of the Order Establishing Procedure would have been 
the cor r ec t method for seeking additional interrogatories ann that 
the time for reconsideration of the Order Establishing Procedur e 
has passed ; 2) that in the Southern States multi- system Docket No . 
920199-\vS , OPC took the position that it was entitled to propound 
JO i nterrogatories per system, thus the reques to proF~und 500 
interrogatories equates to 250 interrogato r ies per sys tem; and that 
OPC ra ised no new grounds for addi tiona 1 1nterrogator ies . On 
August 11, 1992, OPC filed a Motion to Strike Portions of Lehigh ' s 
Respo nse , and an Amended Motion was filed on Augu s t 12, 1992 . The 
basis of OPC ' s objection is the utility ' s u se of OPC ' s arguments 
rel a ting t o di scovery in another docket , Docke Ho . 920 199 - WS, in 
the i r response. 

For good cause s hown , additional interrogatories may be 
allowed . florida Rules of Civ il Procedure Rule 1.340 {a) . Based 
on the utility ' s Motio n for Protective Order striking OPC ' s second 
set of interrogatories , OPC has filed 1 14 i n terrogatories incl uding 
all s ubparts . The Motion for Protective Order does not 1dentify 
any of the interrogatories !iled in the second se t to be irrelevant 
t o the proceeding . Thus , OPC ha s demonstrated the need f o r some 
additional interrogatories . Howeve r, OPC has not demonstra cd good 
cause for 500 interrogatories. Accordingly, I find that g ood c ause 
has been s hown to increase the number of interroga t o ries , inc luding 
all s ubparts, t o 150 . 

As to OPC ' s Motion to Strike portions of the utility ' s 
response , I find that it is not necessary to strike the argument of 
d pa rty when the substance of that argument may be irrelevant t o a 
determination in this docket . That portion of the motion which wa s 
objected to was not relied on i n determining t h e appropriate number 
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of i nterrogatories. Therefore, I find that the Motion to StrikL i s 
moot. 

It is, therefore, 

ORDERED by Commissioner Betty Easley as Prehearing Officer , 
that the Motion to Permit Additional Interrogatories is grante d, in 
part . It is f urther 

ORDERED that the number of interrogatories , including all 
s ubparts shall be limited to 150 . It is further 

ORDERED that the motion to strike is moot. 

By ORDER of Commissioner Betty Easle y, this 27th day of 
August 1992 • 

( S E A L 

BE/CB/LK 

NOTICE OF FUBTHER PROCEEPINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 
120 .59(4), Florida Statutes, to notify par ties of any 
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commis sion orders t hat 
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120. 68, Florida Statutes, as 
we ll as the procedures and time limits tha t apply. This notice 
should not be construed to mean all requests for an admioistrative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief 
sought. 

Any party adversely affected by this order, which is 
pre l i minary, procedural or intermediate in nature, may request: (1) 
r econsideration within 10 days pursuant to Rule 25-22. OJ8 ( 2 ), 
Florida Adm i n istrative Code, if issued by a Prehearing Officer; (2) 
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r e consideration within 1 5 days pursuant t o Rule 25 - 22 . 060 , Florida 
Administrative Code , is iss ued by the Commission ; or (3) judicial 
review by the Florida Supreme Court, in the case of an electric, 
gas or telepho ne utility, o r the Firs t District Court of Appeal, in 
the case of a water or wastewater ut ility. A no tion f o r 
reconsideration shall be filed with the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting , in the form prescribed by Rule 25- 22. 060 , 
Florida Admi ni s trative Code . Judicial rev ie\>1 of a prel i minnry, 
procedural or intermediate ruling o r o r d e r is available if r eview 
o f the final action will not pro vide an adequate remedy . Such 
review may be requested from the appropr1ate court, as described 
above, pursuant to Rule 9 . 100, Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure . 
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