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To: Martha Brown. Esq. 

Florida Public Service Commission 

1 01 East Gaines St. 
Tallahassee. FL. 32301 

Copies to: Director of Public Records (15) 

• 
10/16/92 

Re: Docket No. 920949-EU -Sebring Utilities/Florida Power Corporation 

Dear Ms Brown 

' (,!.. ) I I . ~ t 

The following pre-hearing statement was prepared by. and is being submitted by a 

group of ratepayers in the affected area. We are a lay group known as the "ACTION 

GROUP". formed to protest the proposed addition of a large surcharge or 'transition fee' 

to be foisted on the ratepayers in the old S.U.C. power district. We have no argument 

with FPC as the operator/owner. but do not believe the debt to be ours, we d.Q believe 

that rates in the order of 25% higher than other FPC customers in the area tends to be 

discriminatory, devisive, and detrimental to the community. The following statements 

follow the format shown in the ORDER ON PREHEARING PROCEDURE: 

(a) The primary spokesperson for our group will be Harold E. Seaman since we 

have only the one issue to address. The subject matter will be the 

so-called transition fee and its impact on individuals and the community. 

Supporting speakers, as yet unnamed, may provide some of the 

supporting rationale. 

(b) Exhibits: 
1) Ratepayer petitions 
2) Referendum Bill165-106-2-5 that became a law in 1991- which 

refers to the sale of SUCOM and real estate sales in the area. 

3) Letter from 'Chip' Boring, Past Highlands County Commissioner 

and real estate executive on the continuing impact this difference 

in power cost is having on business and real estate values in the 

area affected. 
. .... . 

(c) Wo. the customers of SUCOM/FPC want the surcharge identified in the 

FPC filing as a Mtransition fee" deleted. We do not want to pay the S.U.C. 

1 ~ ;\ lli.·-• )1,~· debt. (See the top part of the attached petition). 

v (d) The statement of fact at issue is the SUC debt. The ratepayers should not 

be obligated to pay this debt. 
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(c) The statement of law nt issue, in our lny opinion . i~ whether the law wns 

violated by not having the ratepayers vote on the sale of SUC to FPC 

before a sales agreement was made and filed with the PSC. We also 

believe thnt forcing the ratepayers to pay the debt could result in bcmg 

discriminatory. 

(f) The policy question at issue is whether the PSC should permit FPC to 

selectively incorporate an increase in rate for a segment of its customers 

under the guise of a 'transition fee' . 

(g) We have raised only one issue, identifying factual . legal and policy facets. 

Our position on these is that we do not want to pay for the 0 UC debt. 

(H) Our issues me so ~tatcd . W e just want to show why we should not pay the 

SUCom debt. We have no objection to Florida Power Corp. furnishing our 

electric current as long as it is ::~t the snrnc rate as their present customers 

and carries no surchnrgc/trunsition fcc with it. We want the bottom line to 

be tho snmc as our neighbors per kwh . W e have no objection to ilny 

other utility company of known stature providing power as long as the mtcs 

are governed by the PSC. 

(i) We are not aware of pending motions or other miltlers pertiner.t to this 

docket number. 

(j) We believe that we hnvc complied with tile requirements of tho 'Order' that 

are pertinent to this submittal. 

,Respectfully Submrtted, 

•• ·I f.' 
;:l( •_,,('f;/ l-· ;·.J~V<i 1 -:r..1 :.-" 

Harold E. Seaman. Chairman 
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• 
ACTION GROUP 

We are Sebring Utilities Commission ratepayers and members of the 

steering committee of a "not-for-profif' group called the "Action Group". 

This group is made up of mobile homeowners and area residential persons· 

and is not incorporated. 

We hereby authorize Harold E. Seaman to act as Chairman of the 

"Action Group" and we will support him in all efforts. 

Ronald Handley // ---
~·~~ h ~ 

Rosalie Huston 

it/i·4.-~f,( l · k~~c~~ 
1 Harold E. Seaman 

~4aJ'~.bJ 
Rtchard Shannon 
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ACTION GROUP STEERING COMMITTEE 

Harold E. Seaman. Chairman 
2145 ricsta W:1y, 
Sebring, FL. 33872 

LeRoy Atkins 
2141 Burning Tree Circle 
Sebring, FL, 33872 

Claude D. Boring 
3817 Normnndy Dr 
2959 U.S. 27 So. 
Sebring, FL, 33872 

Lester Chilcote 
220 10th Ave .. 
Sebring, FL. 33872 

Ron.:ald Handley 
2636 Mellow Lane 
Sebring, FL. 33871 

Rosalie M. Huston 
4443 Schumacher Rd. 
Sebring, FL. 33872 

Richard G. Shannon 
4343 Schumacher Rd. 
Sebring, FL. 33872 

Wayne W. Thomann 
3740 Sparta Rd. 
Sebring, FL. 33872 

Mary Trout 
2211 Cedar Lane 
Sebring, FL. 33872 

(813)-382-7520 

(813)-471-2794 

(813)-385-0077 

(81 3)-382-921 0 

(813)-385-1796 

(813)-382 -0566 

(813)-4 71-0680 

(813)-382-8003 

(813)-385-5528 
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165- ! 0G- 2-1 

An ac ~ : elati ~g ~o the CLt y o f S~b r ing , 1 .~ 

3 il i ghl.;nd> Co~..on t'f : •' rr.end i :lg chapte r 23535 , La·..~s 

o t r l-:J r: d ..J , !9·i 5 , a S amcnd •d ; .1 u hur1~1n'} r.hc l . 'i 

pur r~..J ~ Cr o r les~ee o f a ll o r a sub s ant1al 

( , l '' ' • 1•;11 •;I t tl •• o:! t: r: l r i c uL i Ii I '/ ': '/ ';1 ··::t o f 1 t:o• l . 6 

7 

c collect from cc r t.:~in clect r : c ctr stor:f'r ~; " d eb 

r ep.lJ'~:Ot: r . t su :ch,u~e: ; r e q u iring t hat Lhe 
I . . , 

10 

1 1 s ur c ha r (}e collecte d fr om sue!"~ cl ~ct r ic l.ll 

: 2 .::u~ :one r s t o t !".o:? Sebring Ut ili t ies Co:nn 1ss : o :1 

1 0 r:.Qnth l ·/ in:;t,illme:nLs : p r o ·n·!ing 11.1~ su• ·!1 l . 9 

l ·l 

15 
1. :0 

16 o r :o: ::~1e S'-·b r ing t:t i 1 it ies C"' .. :"".:i\ L S ~ . on ~" :.h ,· 

17 rc.. i·;u . .::1t o f p r incipal , inte rc :::L :~:Hi pr c:r. ~~..m , ~~ 1 . : : 

13 .:.ny , J l\ r ·.:~' " 11\10' hr, r.o.J:. 0 f ~h•' ~ .-. lor i !l') UL : 1 i · 1 c•; 

19 Co rmniss i o n t hat .:He then o u u;Landing; p r o v i din•J 1 • ! 2 

th~t thd .:~fo r emcn t i oncd debt r cpa1ment 

:! 1 sur~~argd s hal l no l bf' deemed to b e a r ate o r 

ch~ r;e under c hapte r 366 , flo ri da Statute~ . o r 1 • ! ) 

2 3 a p~=~ o~ the rate st r uctu r e o f t h e Seb r ing 

2 I Util i ties Conuniss i o n under suc:1 ch.:~p te r; 1 . ! ·I 

d.:. ··c n bi ng t lw r~ t c:ctri c: ~u c t c-mers ~1h0 a r e t o be 

26 1 . : 5 

:.i ~ iv t in c o qnec:ion ',lith t he cut~ t.:u:cing ~ ;,vcnt:c 
, . . 
• • • I) 

29 
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1 be r• ·".' •' llUC S o r the S.:! br: nr, t; · iIi tics 

2 Cr.~nJ' . ·. , 'J', ; pt '.J V t dJfi'J f •Jf · • r~ · t••t •·udtl 'l . 

3 

1·/I I E:~ ::i S , i t i :; dccc r rnt ncd r..y t h·~ Leg i r. l.nur•' o t ·.:.•· I . : J 

l . ~ ) 

6 Sebr:n<J , the ::u.r1ng ULiltli C:.O c..,rntnl .:; ton, 

7 the St.:brin~ Ut: liti es Com:nis:;ion .lnd the custo::~e r s .:> ~ :!:c l. : : 

1. 77 

10 of the el ect ri c ~tilit y ~y~ L cm o t · ~~ Scbrt n , U : . lttl~" 1 . 2 1 

13 benefit o : t11a Sebring Utilltie~ Commiss i o n 'dh i ch <.!.:bL 

14 repaymc~t ~urcharge is to be hel d , ! nvc:; t ed, .l~d cnc ~e : 1. 27 

15 a~ount :hereof applied by o r for the Se br ing Ut il:ttes 1. 23 

lG Conuni r.:.: :.on to the paym11nt of its o ut s ta;'ldi ng rc·1enuc :..o :~c; :; , 

I I NOW, 1'11 !.!U:I'OJH; , 

18 

19 Be It Enc:ct..,d b y the t.cgi .; l.ltu r e o f the St.l t e c [ f l o n da : l: c-:c 

20 

21 Secti o n 1. Sect ion 1 . 08. 02 . o f chapt er 23 535 , ~.l~s of I • j O 

22 Flo rida , 19•15 , a s amended , ts crc .ned to read: I. 32 

23 S,.ctlnn 1 . 00.02. 
l ::;s 

2·1 surc:h.J r oc , u:Jo n Jea:;e o r othe r d! s posit i o n o t a s:;•·v: .- - l . 3 J 

20 s ys tem o f 111.: Sebring Utili t ies Colrun t ~· s t on .1nd c o ll'ltlu:::c l. Jo 

25 until suc h tt~C a:; .lll then out st.lnrl!na r r vc~Je ~onds • : ·ha 
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·I Utill t i cc; Corruni :; ::;;rJ11 to n,1:t oh o· nri nc ip.:;!__l f) ( .u~·J 1 nl,..r" , :- . nd ---------- I . . ; ! 

5 p ~ amlum , if any , on the re~cnur oonds of the Sr h r !nc Utiltt l"5 

6 Cc :TU:liss : on .~nd its fair ,;u;d r ca!'on.l hlc exp,..ns r s ! :1c u rrr>J in 

j .·! I 

IJ lhf'! !:f'!b r :ng 'Jlll1 ll':l Cr>t'U~ t r,:; l on o p.J y such prtnc tp<~l o f .1nd 

9 Hiteres~ .:~ r.d :>re:-tll;m , i~ anv , e n sur-h rev t::111" Land::: . St:ch 

• l 0 r ~ · ·~ f~ •__. , . Cd .d I o r --- --
12 d sub~ t anr iul oar i o n o~ t he r!~ct r tc d in l':n . 

1 3 Such ou r cha sar o r lessee , as agent for the Sab r 1ng Utilities 

~.; Co~rn:~sion , s~~ll cha ~cc o and co:!Pct ~r om ~I~c ric s~~ ~ ~c~ l. ~ 9 

iS c:~r.tome r :; cesc rtbQd bel o~1 , such deht r en.1 ·t mcn•. surcharat:> 

1;; nonU1!y C::. r t nc brn~:fit of t he So>br inq U :lltl ••S Cc rnm t :.; ·;: o n 1. so 

17 and enf o r c e tnc col.ect!on the r eo f. The ou r chasnr o r l c ~SPU l. '5 1 

13 s hall oc1 y s u c h deL t r epavment su r c harge to he S~b r tna 

lJ Ut il ~tic -; Co:m:li s:;: on as ano when collec ted fr om he e lect r ic l. 52 

20 service cuJ t ome r s descr ibed bel o w. 

2 1 ( 2) The d ~:bt rep a ymen t su r c h.u g c shilll t::e held , I: lu:. 

o n! hu l.l!r 1.'>4 

2J and ro~.:lDC::t.J ble expennes of the f.eb ring Utilit1•'5 Commi<.:s t o n ol 'i 

2J ~e::;c r ibed c1bove , s hal l b e a opli ed by o r f o r t~c Seb r ing l. 55 

2 ... Ut i li• i ·,., Com.nti:=t:;lcn to the o.3yn,...n I . 56 

~o oretr.l'J'l\, i( .1ny, o n r cv~n u e bonds o C the S·~bring Utllitlt!S 

27 Cc~n! s r.io~ t~a t ~ r c o~ t st~~di nn en the date o f suc h sa le o r ~ . '57 

2S :'!asc . :'nc deot : c:'la'/:nent D'J r cha : ce shall bl' nat,blc b~~ ~ . 58 
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S't !" ct'.'-l rac ~ rc.m i t!"j cu~comer !; ..:nJc r 1 . r. o 

2 (3) ':'he debt reoa •1mcnt su rch.l r <::" ~hal1r~c t !J, • '~" '' ~TJ(' ol 1 . 61 

3 t~ be a r a t e o r charge f or cu rpo~es o f chaote r ~ Gr. , F l o r i da 

4 ~tatutes , 1989, o r a oart o f the ra te structure 0 ! he Scor ing 1.62 
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16 e s tabli::h.:d h ·1 t. l:e hoo'< s .a nd r o•r·ortl•.:_2_t:_Lhc Scb..::.:_flt;!_l:;_;_: ~ 
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l:lus 
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25 of 3ny o f th~ assets o f t he Sebrir.g Ut i l i ties Commiss : on and 
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C.D. " Chip" Boring, GRI, CRS . VJ "' .-
' ) J 

Ms. Martha Brown 
Public Service Commission 

Dear ~1s . Br own 

\.. .\0"\J 
vf October 16, 1992 

lly way ol i ntroduction, my name is Claude D. Boring. I am a licensed 

real estate broker in the state of Florida residing in Sebring, FL. 

I &m the Broker/Owner of my own rea l es tate company and also am 

a customer of Sebring Utilities . I am prese ntly se rvi ng as a member of 

the Board of County Commissioners in Highlands County of which a large numbe r 

of residents in my district are also serviced by Sebrin~ Uti lities . 

T would like t o t;tke thl l:l oppor tunity t u express what negative impact has 

n·:a•llcd In dlrt!ct relation t o the Sebring Utilities r~tte st ruc ture for 

electrical service. 

My profession involves the sale of real estate which includes residential, 

commercial, industrial, and vacant land. We also specialize in property 

management of apartments, commercial plazas, shopping centers , and 

multi-family complexes. 

It l s a fact that Sebring Utility customers pay the highes t electric r a te in 

the s tate of Florida. The direct result of the infrastructure improvement s 

of past year s and refinancing of this debt has increased even mo re 

dramatically the user rate. 

These circumstances which coincide with the economics of our area . has 

resulted in affecting negatively the sales of residential and commercial 

properties in our area. not to mention the lessening in demand for rental 

properties that are serviced by Sebring Utilities . 

Cons tant increases in charges passed on to the consumer as a re sul t of debt 

services and normal increases has done nothing but compound the prob lem. It 

is my sincere desire that serious consideration be given to alternatives that 

would discourage if not eliminate the continuing ha rds hip endured by 

residents of this county as a reRult of poo r fJscal deciHions which they have 

no oppo rtunity to de fe nd against. 

Since rely, 

C.D. Boring 

C D Y3~ 'n{fU RJii'Mfl( Realty Plus 
2359 U.S. 27 South 
Sebring, Florida 33870 
Phone: (813) 385-0077 
Fax: (813) 385-5897 
""'_,.._....__ ,... 



HUNTER REALTY 
& ASSOCIATES 

(013) 465-2538 
0 ' 

I'Cl'lVl'lY REIUtt 

'11US RDt 1EM'ER AI..UHi US 'l'Q' 
a:M«fiiCATE Wl'IH mJ OOICJCLY, 
All> WE FfE. 111AT~ S IMroRTAHl'l 

We are pleased tR CJ:rt ~~~ oo/}Q_f}-~~prcscnted yo~ 
at 1 () ().h:tn._. /( 00 to k ~~ • 

nnt,.. 011• l'i r t: l t.'<.l carments below as s tated by pro~t. ·. . ' 

property 
Please 

0 ,o 

1. Your proper ty is under serious cor~s~d~ration and r s hould know 

sam thing within I wil~ get 
0 

bac,k 

in t ouc-h with you when 1 know scmething definite. 
0 

. . . . ~ .. '. . . 

2. Prospect is seriously considering your property, but still 

wants to look further before making a decisi on . 
0 

• 1 •• , • • 

3. Prospect liked your property, but felt p~ic~ was too high, 

and did not make an offer~ 
0 0 

4. Prospect has purchased anothe r house which bet tcr rret his needs . 

5. Prospect prefe rs anotner location. 

t€) Prospect felt your house did not meet his needs, because: 

(a) !louse too large (b) House too S!"lCJll (c ) lot too large 

(d) Lot t oo srnall (e) Requires t~ much outside maintenance 

(f) Closet space no t adequate (g) Rqans appeared too small 

(h ) Roans appeared cluttered ( i) 
0 

Age of hane ( j ) C\Jali ty 

of cons truction (k) General condition of hane 
0 

( 1) Surrounding 

hares not kept in good condition and detracted fran your house 

(m ) did not like general l ayout of roams 
0 

(n) Tbo much landscaping 

~ ~w 1tl house ( o ) House seems dark ( p) House seems darp insidp 

~ other L1~tlJ 11/e PRo?e/2rY, Ftfti2S- .5e/;biJ6 Ur!U!Y_ 

~=L~---------------------------------------
7. Suggestions fo r future showings: 

UNLESS 111ESF. PRO!I I 'ECI'~; 111\VE PU!?CIIASED, WE WI LL ENDEAVOR ro INTEREST 

11 ffl-1 fl ll\llll·:u, I F 11 lEY REnJRN 'IU EXAMINE 
0 

YOUR P~PER'I'Y, OR CALL, 

PLEI\SE WI' I FY US AT ONCE; . 
0 0 

YOUR COOPERATION . WI LL 'GREATLY 1\SSIST 

IN 'IHE SALE OF YOUR PROPER'N. I •• 
0 

.. " • .. •• • 

0 0 
0 

Please feel f ree to ca11 if you have any questions. Thank you. 

- /l,_~U11!atd. 0 • 0 • ~~: ;&_'~~ 
~R-1\SSO:IATE 01\TE . ~ 
All lnde~nclently Owned and O~raled Member ol Coldwell Banker Res•clenlill All•liateso Inc ~J 

YoUOW·liSIIng File Copy 
JJ/90/1000 

·. 
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(813) 465-2538 HUNTER REALTY 
& ASSOCIATES t I 1r} l )! l' ( /1 ~--·~( l /.~ / 

'IO: 
nus FOit1 IEnER AUaf.i us TO 

a::JHJNICJ\'ffi WI'ni YOO C.UICKLY, 
/WI) WE flE., 'IliAT Is IMPORTAHI' I 

We are ~o. ?fpc>r~ that on 10 ... /0 

at ~~ to 
note the r i ,-r lcYI CTln• •~ ·nt :: 'i)ll ,.,., n:1 u-lutt-d by prm;Jx•c t. 

. we presented your prorx-ny 
PlCl.I!IC 

1. Your pT'opcrty i s under serious consideration und I should know 

sane thing within J wi ll <Jet back 

in touch with you whe n I know sanething dctin i tc. 

2. Prospec t is seriously considering your property, but still 

wants to look further before making a decision. 

3. Prospect liked your property, but felt price was too high , 

and did not make an offer. 

4. Prospect has purchased another house .,'h ich bette r rret his needs . 

5. Prospect prefers anotr.er location. 

~ Prospect felt your house did not meet his needs, because : 

(a) House too large (b) House too srroll (c) Lot too large 

(d) Lot too srrall (e) Requires t oo much outside nuintenance 

(f) Closet space no t adequate (g) Rt'l( cns c.1ppc.1rcd t oo small 

(h) Roans appea red c-luttered (i) Age of hone (j) Quality 

o( c ons lruc tjon (k) General condit ion o f hane ( 1) Surrounding 

hanes not kept in good condition and detracted fran your house 

(m) did not like general layout of rooms (n ) Too much landscaping 

~und house ( o) House seems dark ( p) House seems darrp inside 

t.lg)> Othe r 5c8eJ~b QTIUT I l=:"S ELCC...TQI L e,ll L S [3-Qt" TCO 

OUT((AbEOUS lb ALLEPT. THEY DID LIKt 11-H: 

7. Sugges tions for future showings : rtoust:
1 
~rr ~eEL -nv;y 

couLD tJo-r ¥ oecH~c T~ PeD?te.Ti. 

UNLESS 'IHESE PROSPECTS 11/\VE Plll1CIIJ\~FI"1, WE \o/11.1. I·:NDEAVOR '10 JNTEREST 

TilfM RIR'lliER, I F '11!FY I\1·711JIW 'JU J::XN1INE YOUR PROPERTY, OR CALL, 

I'Lf:J\:\E NW'IFY U!:i AT ONCE. YOUR COOPERATION WILL GREATLY ASSIST 

IN 11 £E SALE OF YOUR PROPERTY . 

Please feel free t o call if you have any questions . Thank you. 

cc: ~.tlMw~ 
d!!).u~ DATE 

An lndependenlly Owned i nd Operated Member ol Coldwell B.lnker Res,denhat AlhJ,atcs Inc 
t) 0 

r 
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