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February 15 , 1iJJ£ CtJei 
HANQ QELIVEREQ 

Hs. Bl anca s. Bayo, Director 
Division of Records and Report i ng 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 s~umard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Be: Petition tor Approval o f Late Payment 
Char ge by Tampa Electric Company 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

.. .. . .. .. ~. 

'I •·-••t .. o ., .. .... .. _ ... ' ....... . 
. ... . ..... 

Tallahassee 

Enclosed !or f iling in the above-styled ma tter is the oriqinal 
and fifteen (15) copies ot Tampa Electric Company• n Petition for 
Approval o f Late Payment Charge. 

Please ac knowledge receipt and filing of the above by s tamping 
the duplicate copy of this letter and returning s&me t o this 
writer. 

Thank you for your asnistance in connection with th is matter. 

JDB/PP 
Enclosures 

cc : Connie Kummer (w/enc.) 

a,<l " . •.-"--

Si ncerely, 

~~y~ 

onrtJr" ,, r • ... • or.r r 
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLI C SERVICE COKMISSIOII 

In re: Petition for Approval 
ot Lato Payment Charge by 
Tampa Electric Company. 

DOCKET NO. 0;(. o / i1-£ :£ 
FILED: February 15 , 1996 

PETITION 

Tampa El~ctr lc company ("Tampa Electric" or "the company") 

tiles this its Petition for approval of revisions t o its service 

charges tariff which would provi de f or a late payment charge , and 

in support thereof says: 

1. Tampa Electric is an investo r-owned electr ic uti lity 

operating under the jurisdiction of this Commission and serving 

retail customers in Hillsborough and portions of Polk, Pinellas and 

Pasco Counties. The company's principal offices are located at 702 

North Franklin Street, Tampa, Florida 33602 

2. The persons t o who/ll a 11 not ices and otner documents 

should be sent in connection with this doc~et are: 

Hr. Lee L. Willis 
Hr. James D. Beasley 
MacFarlane Ausley Ferguson 

' McMullen 
Post Office Box 391 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302 

Ms. J ana Hathorne 
Regulatory Specialist 
Tampa Electric Company 
Post Office Box 111 
Tampa, Florida 33601 

3. In this petit ion, Tampa Electric seeks appr oval of a late 

payment charge to be appl i ed to c ustomers' pas t due bal unccs . The 

purpose of t he late payment charge i s to more properly collect the 

costs associated with unpaid balances on customer accounts from 

those custo~ers who do not pay the ir bills on time. In addition, 

a lato paYJien t charge should encour age prompt payMent, t hereby 

hulping Tampa Electric reduce e xpenses asoociat cd v lth unpaid 

I I p . 
0 I 8 2 7 fEO IS:.': 



• • 
ba lances. Tampa Electric's preoent tariff does not include a late 

payment charge on pan t due ba lances. 

4 . The late payment charge wil l apply when a customer fails 

to pay a bill by the past due date indicated on the customer· s 

bill . The proposed late payment cha rge for customers , except for 

accounts of federal, ota te and local governmental cntit iea, is 1 . 5 

percent of any unpaid prior past due billings . The above­

referenced governmental entities are subject to the impos i t ion of 

a late payment charge in accordance with Secti on 215. 422, Florida 

Statutes (state agencies), section 218 . 70 - .79, florida Statutes 

(local governmental agancie s), and Jl u .s.c. 3901-3907 (federal 

governmental agencies). Tampa Electr ic seeks authority to bill a 

late charge for past duo balances Cor these governmental agencies 

at a rate no greater than allowed, and in a manner permitted, by 

applicable law. 

5. In prio r dockets, the Commission a pproved siMilar late 

payment charges f or other Florida electric utilities. The most 

recent such approval is reflected in Commi ssion Order No. PSC-95-

1087-FOF-EI (Docket !lo. 95073-EI , In Be: Petition for approval of 

late payment charge and field col l ection charge by florida Power 

Corporation), and In Be; Tar iff Prooosed by floriGa Power' Light 

Company, Docket No. 900836-EI, Order No . 23895 (December 18, 1 9~0) . 

Consistent with the prior actions of the Commission, and for the 

roaGone herei nabove stated, Tampa Eloctrir rcqueoto t he 

com.mission's approval for the Company's late payment charq" as sot 

forth i n t he proposed revised tar If C sheet (Eighth Rev i oed Sl1oet 
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No. 3.030) attached to this petition as Exhibit A. A copy of the 

proposed revised sheet in legislative format is attached hereto as 

Exhibit B. 

6. Upon the Commission's approval of Tampa Electric' s 

proposed late payment charge, the Company will modify its monthil 

customer bills to reflect the ap,plicable charge and the past duo 

date after which the bills are subject to imposition of such 

charge. 

7. Tampa Electric requests that the Commission approve this 

petition, and grant its Staff authority to administratively approve 

the effective date of Eighth Revised Sheet tlo. 3.030 to coincide 

with the date on which tho Company's billing system will be capable 

of implementing and administering the late payment charge, which 

date is currently estimated to bo Hay 1, 1996. 

WHEREFORE, Tampa Electric respectfully requests that the 

Commission (a) approve tho late payment charge oct forth i n Exhibit 

A to this petition and (b) a uthorize its Staff to administratively 

approve the effective dato of the revised tariff sheet upon proper 

notification by 

DATED this 

the Company . 

.Ls!!. day of February, 1996. 

Respectfully submitted, 

j4;E: L. WILLIS 
DAMES 0. BEASLEY 
Macfarlane Ausley Ferguson ' McMullen 
Post Off ice Box 391 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 
(904) 224-9115 

ATTORNEYS FOR TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY 
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TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY 

• 
EIGHTH REVISED SHEET NO. 3 030 

CANCElS SEVENTH REVISED SHEET NO. 3.030 

SERVICE CHARGES 

A $38.00 service charge will be made lor the oostabllshment of each .nitl!l servoce connection. 

A $35.00 sennce charge will be modo for oach roostablishmtJnt of scrvoco after such service has 
been discontinued as provided for in Section 5, Pan 2.14 of this Tariff. 

A •16.00 service charge w ill be made for all other connections includ1r.;; tho changong o f an 
existing customer's account to another customer's name. 

All •a.oo collection charge will be made when a service representative VISits a prem.sos for the 
purpose of discontinuing service for nonpayment of e dehnquent account and does not 
dosconunue service because the customer 111 pays, (2) makes arrangement to pay, or 131 cannot 
be contacted at the time of the call. 

A service charge of 515 or 5% of the amount of the check, whichever is greater, shall be added 
to the customer's blll for electric service for each check dWlonored by the bank upon wh1ch it 1s 
drawn. Termination of service shall not bo made for failure to pey tho returned chock charge. 

Charges lor services due and rendered which aro unpaid as of the past duo datu aro subject to a 
Loto Payment Charge of 1.5%, except tho accounts of fodorol, stoto, and local governmental 
on111ies, agencies, and instrumentalities. Accounts of federal, state, ard local governmental 
agencies, and instrumentaliti es ere subject to a Late Payment Chorgu ot o ro tc no greater than 
allowed, and in manner permitted, by appl1coblo law . 

-.<OilY K S Surgenor, PresJdent 04rt!(IJ(CtM 

Exhibit A 
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TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY 

• 
SEVENTHEIGHTH REVISEC' SHEET NO. 3.030 

CANCELS SI*THSEVafTH REVISED SHEET NO. 3 .030 

SERVICE CHARGES 

A $38.00 sen11ce charge woll be made for the establishmem of eoch miual servoce connectoon. 

A 1135.00 servu:e charge will be made for each reestablishment of aervoce after such servoce hn 
been discontinued os provided for in Socuon 5. Part 2. 14 of thos Tariff . 

A a 16.00 serv~ce charge will be made for all other connections Including the changing of an 
existing customer 's account to another customer 's name. 

Art 118.00 collectoon charge will be made when o service representative vishs a promises for the 
purpose of disconunuing service for nonpayment of a delonquent account and does not 
discominue service because the customer ( 1 J pays. (2) makes arrangement to pay. or 131 cannot 
be con tacted at the ume of the call . 

A scrvoce charge of 1115 or 5% of tho amount of the check. whochover is greater, shall be added 
to tho customer's boll for electric servoce for each check doshonored by tho bank upon w hoch 11 os 
drawn. Termonauon of ser" ice shall not be made for failure to pay the returned check charge. 

Chatges for services due and rendered which are unpaid as of tho past due d•te are subJect to a 
late Payment Charge of 1 .5", ncept the accounts of federal. atete, ond local governmentel 
entitles:. •genc:i ... •nd lnS'trumentBiitiea. Accounts of federsl. ttate. end local governmental 
agencies, and instrumentalities are subject to a Lara Payment Cherge at e l'llte no greater than 
allowed, end in men nor permitted. by applicable law • 

~--~~------------------------J -.co•• K.S Surgen01, PreSJdent 

Exhibit B 




