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Juoc 3, 1996 

Mr. Carroll Webb 
Joint Administrative Procedures 

Committee 
120 Holland Building 
TallahasSH, Florida 32399 

Re: Docket No. 960Ui9·GU. Proposed Repeal of Rule 2H.067,P.A.C.,Heating 
Value Standird for Manuracrured Gas; Rule 25·7 .068. P.A.C .Heating Value 
Test.s; and Rule 2S-7 069. F.A.C.,Calorimeter Equipmem: and Amendment 
of Rule 2S·7.08S(2)(c), F.A.C.,Customer Bllllng 

Dear Mr. Wc:bb: 

The Commission has approved the amendment of Rule 2S·7.08S(2)(c) and the repeal 
of Rules 2S-7.067,2S·7.068and 2S-7.069, F.A.C.,without changes 

The rule does not bave an impact on small business. 

Wllllllol.M~ 

Enclosure 
cc: Division of Rccord5 & Reporting 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Associate General Counsel 

OOCUHEIH HUH8ER -DATE 
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1 25·7.067 Heating Value Standard for Manu factured Cas 

< val tcte fer it:a J'redttet, :Pftie hea~iftg •raltte eeaArhu.•d , ettpreeaeei l A 

5 B'FI:I pel!' el!aftaard e~l!l!e £ee& , ehall ee £Hed whh the Gom111feetef1 ae 

6 a par& ef ite eeheEh:ale ef rotee er Nles e-ru!l tre§-ttla~ione , 

8 gaa, ae delivere8 te eeftfJ\tMere wiehkft the aPe a eePII'ed , a hall 8e not 

9 leee theft the heating voltte atttntJew«l en file • ~th the eemmteeieA . 

10 ( 3) 1'he hea~irt! val\te ef the tat~:ft\tfaet\lrefi !•• shall be 

12 eeeel heaeing 'laltte en 8ft)' ene day ehettld ftet etteeed or fall hele\• 

1 4 a a\:leeti'e\lte !188 ie \:taeS i ft aeeertiaftee wieh the f'~&v!elel'\e ef (S4 

15 e£ th!e r~le. 

17 eheRtleol eeft\peeitieft euul epeeifie g•aviey ehall ee etteft as te 

18 aeeaift eatiafae£ery eeMhYetien i ft the e~eeemer ' s applianeee at all 

22 cteilieattie" perferMenee1 fJIJh oft ~ee el ae a f'tel, Hill he eabiefoeeery 

23 re!ar~leea ef the heabift! valwe ef the gae, 

24 (6J fle ts~ilit )' ehall ehtlft!e iee otatuJard af hea tiftg ·,al t:ac 

25 wiehe\tl firee ehtaiPJtft! ehe appl'e 1al of ~he E!eMMieeien fer etteh 

CODINO: Wordeunderlined are additions; words i n 
elll'~teh ehre'lt!h tvpe are deletions from existing law. 
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2 Speci! ic Auth~rity : 366.05(1), P . S . 

3 Law Imp l emented: 366. 05(1) , F.S. 

4 Hl~tory: Repromulgated 1/8/75, S/4 / 75, formerly 25 -7.67 . Repealed 

5 

6 i!IS 7, 968 Ilea bing \'al~o 'Peot:a. 

1 (1) Teate fer heatift!l valtte ehall he Mede ae a l eea&ieft e t-

8 l eeat:iene whieft will ina\lre a repreeerteati·le eafftl'lift! of eh& ~tt 

9 being eene e~e ee ~~~ ~i••rib~•ien eyeeeM• 

10 (21 my ~e.Uiey a~pplying -A~hee'tK'eli e\' 111btell gae ehall 

11 lleeerlltl:ne the heaeiftg ·1al~e ef etteh gae ee leaee enee eaeh e y. 

12 etteept S~neleye at\ll heHdeye. 

13 (JJ Ally lttilit)' e~pf!llying nae~•al gee ehell ft!Sile edfieient 

14 ~eeee 1 er )Ut\·e ae,eee ee e\teh e eete Mtule h)* it! a e\tppl ier, as t:e 

15 aaeereain the heaein! val~e . 

16 (4) Yftleae efte Ge~leeien r~lee eeherwiee in epaeifie eaeee , 

18 reeording ea:lorimeter wftere •~eh t:e a vailHle , er i~ el\all De eahen 

19 as e he a·#el!'age ef ehe reewlee ef all eeete ef hea&ift!J \'& l ':UI fM'tia eft 

23 pe~uule ~e• &ft1=1are ineh ehall Be eeeeed fer healift! val'tte aftte• 

24 ee~preseien; e~eepe ftat~ral !88• 

25 Specific Authori t y : 366.05, r .S. 

CODING: Wor daunde rl i ned are add1tiono 1 wor de in 
~ typo a r e deletions f rom existing law. 
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1 Law Implemen ~d: 366.05, F.S. 

2 History: Repromulgated 1/8/15, S/4 /75, formerly 25-7.,8. Repcal~d 

3 

4 ;s ?,969 eale•i~ete• b,w,pmeft bT 

5 (1) 1he ~eiliey shall meineaift er have aeeeee ee aR appreve~ 

6 e.,,e ealed111eter leeai!Oed ae epeeUied i fl Rttle il5 7.966(1), 

1 (i!J Tfte \itiit)' Me)' "ee a ebaftclarel reeer~i"! ealettl:Mee:e~ wfl ieh 

9 te aeettreey teeee ae leaee tshwee bir"ea a ve•r a• fewr mon h 

ll (3) 71\e ealed~et:e•, l"'etl\ed ef l!esdn!J, atul oee~traey teste 

12 shall ee eue~ee~ ee iftepeeeiett eft~ eppre·.·al ef ehe 6erM.!.seieft. 

13 Specific Authority: 366.05(1), F.S. 

14 Law Implemented: ~66.05(3), F.S. 

15 History: Repromulgated 1/8/75, 5/4/75, formerly 25·7.69. Repealed 

16 

17 25·7.085 CUstomer Billing. 

18 (1) Bills shall be rendered monthly. With Lhe exception of 

19 a duplicate bill, each customer's bill shall show at least the 

20 following information: 

21 (a) The meter reading and the date the meter was read plus 

22 the meter reading for the previous period. When an electronic 

23 meter is used, the gas volume consumed for the billing month may be 

24 shown. If the gas co~sumption is estimated, the word •est~mated• 

25 ohall prominently appear on the bill. 

COOING: Wordaunderlined are additions; words in 
et:r1tel1 •hrelt!Jft type ore deletions from exiating law. 
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1 (b) Ther ~ and cubic feet consumed. 

2 lcl The total dollar amount o f the bill indica tlng 

3 separately: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

s. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 

CUstomer charge. 

Energy (therm) charge exclusive of fuel cost in 

cents per therm. 

Fuel cost in cents per therm tno fuel costs shall 

be in~luded in the charge for energy) . 

Total gas cost which is r:he sum of the customer 

charge, total fuel cost and total energy cost. 

Franchise fees, i f applicable. 

Taxes, as applicable on purchases of gas by the 

customer. 

Any discount or penalty, if applicable . 

Past due balances. 

The gross and net bi~ling, if applicable . 

17 (dl Identification of the applicable rate sch~ 'ule. 

18 (e ) The date by which payment must be made in order to 

19 benefit from any discount or avoid any penalty, if applicable. 

20 ( f) The averag a daily therm consumption for the current 

21 peri~ and for the same period i n the previous year, for the same 

22 customer at the same location . 

23 (g) The d~inquent date or the date after which ti•O! bill 

24 becomee past due . 

25 (h) Any conversion factors which can be used by customers to 

CCDING: Wordsunderlined are additional worde in 
~ek •~re~!~ type are deletions from exieting law. 
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1 convert from meter reading units to billing urits . 

2 (i) Where budget bil ling il used, the bill shall conL~ln the 

3 current month's con~umption and charges separately from budgeted 

4 amounts. 

S (j) The name of the utility plus the address and telephon~ 

6 number of the local office where the bill can be paid and questions 

7 concerning the bill can be answered. 

8 ( 2) All gas utilities shall charge for gas service on a 

9 thermal basis instead o f on a volume bash . The provuione 

10 governing customer billing on a thornwl buh shall be as follows: 

11 (a) The unit of service shall be the "Therm.• 

12 (b) The number o f therms which shall have been taken by 

13 consumer during a given period ohall be determined by multiplying 

14 che difference in the meter readings in cubic feet at the beginning 

15 and end of the period by the conversion factors in (1) (h ) i ncluding 

16 a heating-value factor whic h has been determinftd as prescribed i n 

17 (c) below. 

18 (c) The heating-value factor for gas utilities receiving and 

19 distributing natural gas shall be the average thermal value of t he 

20 natural gas received and distributed duri ng the precedi ng month. 

21 Per lll&:ftttfeee~treEI ga a ttt ilhies the hl'lati:A!J \'etltte fesl!er a hall be 

22 the fteae(ft!J valYe ebatuiar-1!1 wh!eh lhe tteili•y hae eft f'le wieh ehe 

25 heaeing '*'altte a a Set-ePMifteel wrule• Rwle ;s 7, 9'8 ( •) ie at er ahev:: 

COOING: Wordsunderlined are additions; words in 
eerttelt tlowettgh type are deletion:s from existing law. 
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1 ehae el!aruiarli. In case the average heating value during the 

2 calendar m ~th has been below the standard, then the value t o be 

3 used in determining the factor shall be the heating value standard 

4 minus a deduction of one percent (lt ) for each one percent (lt l o r 

5 fract i on thereof that the average heating value has been below the 

6 standard. 

7 (d) The consumer shall be billed to the neareat cne-tenrh ot 

8 a therm. 

9 (3) Whenever the period of service for which an ini~i~l o r 

10 opening bill would be rendered is less than the normal billing 

11 period, no bill for that period need be rendered if the volume 

12 amount consumed is carried over and included in the next regular 

13 monthly billing. If, however, a bill for such period is rendered, 

14 the applicable charges, including :ninimum charges, shall be 

15 prorated. 

16 (4 ) Franchise Pees. 

17 Ca l When a municipal~ty charges a utility any franchise fee, 

18 the utility may collect that fee only from its customers receiving 

19 se rvice within that municipality. When a county charges a utility 

20 any franchise fee, the utility may collect that fee only from its 

21 customers receiving se1vice within that county. 

22 (b) A company may not incorporate any franchiae fee into its 

23 other rates for service . 

24 (c) This subsection shall not be construed ae granting a 

25 mun~cipality or county the authority to charge a franchise fee. 

CODING: Wordsunderl ined are additions; word• in 
eerttell ehrettgh type are deletions from existing law. 
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1 Thit subsecc.ion only speci fie a the method o f collect ion ot il 

2 franchise fee, if a municipality or county, having authority to do 

3 so, charges a franchise fee. 

4 (5) When there is sufficient cause, estimated billings may be 

5 used by a utility provided that with the customer's th1rd 

6 consecutive estimated billing the customer is informed o ! the 

7 reason for the e stillllltion and whorr, to contact to obtain an actual 

8 mete r reading if one is desired. An actual meter reading must be 

9 taken at least once every six months . If an estimated bill appears 

10 to be abnormal once an actual meter reading is obtained , the btll 

1 1 for the ent tre estimation period shall be compuLed at a rate based 

12 on use of s ervice during the entire period and tl•e estimated bill 

13 shall be deducted. If there is substantial evidence that ouch use 

14 cccurred during only ono billing period, the bill shall be 

15 computed. 

16 (6) Regular meter reading dates may be advanced or postponed 

17 not more than f i ve days without a proration of the billing for the 

18 period. 

19 (7) The practices employed by each utility regarding customer 

20 billing shall have uni form applicat ion to all customers on the same 

21 rate schedul e . 

22 Specific Authority: 366. 05(1), F.S. 

23 Law Implemented: 366.05(1), 366.06(1), F.S. 

24 History: Amended 12/15/73, Repromulgated 1/8/75, amended 5/4/75, 

25 11/21/82, 12/26/82, fo~erly 25·7.85, Amended 10/10/9~ . ._ ______ _ 

CODING: Wordsunderlined ar e addi tions ; words in 
sll'ir~Jelt e8re1:1gh type are delet ions from existing law. 
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