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February 12, 1997 

fWm D2LXYQED 

Ma. Blanca s. Bayo, Director 
Diviaion of Record• and Reporting 
Florida Public S.rv.i'ce Co .. i••ion 
2540 Shumard Oalt Boulevard 
Tallahaaaee, PL 32399~0850 

Re: Petition to Initiate Chan9ea Relatinq to Rule 25-6.049, 
F.A.C., Me .. u.rin9 cuat~,.rvice by •icroMETER 
Corporation; Docket No~ ·~ 

Petition to Initia.t• Ruleaaking to Aaend Rule 25-6.049, 
F.A.c., M•••urincJ cuatoaer · Ser•ice, by Viatana 
Monaqem1nt. Ltd. ; Qocktt No, 110020-IU 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

Enclosed for filing in the above docket• are fifteen (15) 
copies of Tampa Electric Co•pany' • written co11J11ent• concerning 
proposed changes to Collllli••ion Rule 25-6.049 • 

. 

A CK Please acknowledge receipt and tilinq of the abov• by stamping "' ---sn~e duplicat1 copy of thi• litter and returning aa .. to thi• 
AfA. l W'iter. 

~.P? I Thank you for your assistance in connection with this matter. 
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JDB./pp 
Enclosure• 

cc: Richard Bellaclc (w/enc.) 
Connie Kummer (w/enc.) 
Angela Llewellyn (w/enc.) 
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Sincerely, 

~ . . 
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COMMENTS OP TAMPA ELECl'IUC COMPANY 
DOCKET NOS. '51415-EU ud H0020-E1J, ORDER NO. PSc-97.oo60-NOR-EU 
DOCKET NO. '51415-!U, ORDER NO. PSC-97.0074-NOR-IU 

Tampa EJcaric IUpportl the laogi19 of the propolld dw IH to Rule 25-6.049. The propo~ 
amendment would ICill require individuaJ meteru. by die udlity for mott facilities, but would 
allow non-utility entities to meter individual occupancy units behind approved muter-metered 
delivery points and would appropriately mend the mua.-meterina exception to time-share 
facilities. 

Tampa Electric'• main pointl ol c:oncem rell&e to ptOleCtion of the direct relationabip between the 
end-use Customer, the utility and the Florida Public Service Commiuion (FPSC) and the 
assurance of full recovery ofiu cost to serve iu CUJComen. 

Master-mcterina wu limited in the early 1980'1 in pan to encounp comervadon. Comcrvation 
and the provision of other utility proarams Ind savica ia belt accompliahed if the utility bu 
direct contact with the Customer ~ the individual meceriat and bi1lina relatiombip. That 
relationship, along with FPSC reauJation of the utility, providel a aadUlude of'protectiona for the 
Customer. The FPSC abould jealoully panl its juriJdic:cion to procect md-ute comumen. That 
protection would be lost ifmicroMETER's proposed Nie dwtaa were allowed to ao into cft'ect 
with unregulated aubmeterina finna beina permitted to provide meterina !Ind bi11ina lel'Yiees for 
landlords and condominium wod1tions. These protections include. among othen, ruJa and 
regulations regarding: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

meter accuracy 
end-use consumer recourse apinst high-bills 
timeliness of billing 
discoMection of service 
deposits and interest on depoaiu 
late payment penalties 
amount and ICCUfacy of billing infonnation 

As stated in the St&frs rccoJNnendation. rates arc developed based on coincidence of peak and 
load shape for the various rate claues. Tampa Electric Company ..,.ea with the Staff that if 
master-metering were to be made genenlly available, a apeciaJ rate for muter-metered reaidenc:es 
would need to be developed to emure that utilities fully recover the coat to serve thae types of 
Customers 

Regarding the petition for ruJemakina submitted by Vlstana Mamgcmcnt Ltd., Tampa EJec::tric 
Company supports the position taken by the Commission and the Staff in the Commission'• 
Notice of Ru1emalc.ing issued on January 17, 1997. Timeahare reaoru operate, for all praciical 
purposes, with the same load pattema u hotel• and mctel1. The connection between the owners 
and the utility is fleeting and remote, whereas the connection ia moat close and appropriate 

OOCUHfl{':" •. IJ >-' i ':R - {\~TE 

0 l 5 8 3 FEB 12 ~ 
FPSC-RECOROS/RCPORTING 

., - .... 



between the facility's manaaernent and the utility. Therefore. existing commercial ntes applied to 
master-meters for the entire facility could appropriately be applied to timeshare raoru. 


