Betty Easley Conference center, Rm. 110
2540 Shumard Oak Bivd
Tallahassee, F1. 32399-08350

Re: Docket No. S0432-TL..
Dear Ms. Bayo,
EEKEEI!EEEEEEE-EwEE
It is difficult st best, and impossible at worst to Ei!ﬂnﬁ%ﬂﬂg s asscis.  For this
reason, Property Appraiscrs have historically oltained coples of the P ﬂn_._liqﬂ_ﬂ..
EEEEFEB&IEEE ._..u.n_..-ﬂ._ius!.lnl
Revenue has also, for a number of years, provided a listing of “pay phones™ to county property appraisers
to assist in the discovery and valuation process. This listing has included the following information
1) Name and mailing address of the owner
2) Location address of the pay phone
This listing can then be used by county property appraisers in the valuation process
It hardly scem logical that a public tclephonc listing could by any streich of the imagination, be
considered confidential But, let -EF-EEHE%EEE:E
be considered confidential, Florida Statule 193074 (copy enclosed) provides for the “County Property
gliiguﬂlﬁlwﬂﬂﬁﬂg and use, confidential information in
the preparation of the annual tax roll The Property Appraiscr, and the Florida Department of Revenue
musi by Florida Law maintain the confidentiality of any such information
The routine handling of confidential information is necessary because Section 192 011 Flonda Statutes
copy enclosed) requires the Property Appraiscr (o asscss all property in his or ber county.  In order 1o do
——— this, the Property Appraiser must have access to various confidential financial records of Laxpayers
n d mm E_EEEEEEEEEEEEEEJ
the Florida Department of Revenue  Section 195.0012, of this chapter (copy enclosed) goes on lo stale the
legislative intent of the Florida Legisiature. ._.r:.aﬂ__unll_u, “It is the legislative purpose and intent in
N Earpnaigiigﬂngﬁg-gsg-igﬁﬂl
e valorem tax purposes of all property and 1o provide for & uniform assessment as between property within
CTR ____  each county and property in every other county or taxing district”™
EAG —— Section 195,077 (3) Florda Statucs (copy enciose) rads “The rules and regitions shall provide
LEG ——____  procedures wherehy the property appraiser, the Department of Revesue, and the Auditor General

by — property which records are required (o make a determination of the proper asscsament & to the




-
particalar property i question.....” In sb section (4) (a) (copy enclosed) Florids law prescribes what
required in the rules, and regulstions of the DOR. Section (4) (a) (copy enclosed) reads as follows
“The rules and regulations prescribed by the depertment shall require a return of tangible personal
property which shall include™:
1. A general identification and description of the property
2. The location of such property.
3. The original cost of such property -
4. The age of such property..........
5. The condition........................
6. The taxpayer's estimate of fair market value
Why would any communications company wani the ownership and location of their pay phooes classified
as being confidential from county property appraisers, and the DOR? | don’t know, but cortainly it can
& concern sbout confidentially because pay phones s oul there for the world 1o see.  With so many
}!!iiiiiill&iiiirg
available and should want 10 comply with the disclosure requirement of the Flonda Statutes By doing so.
they are then assured that their competitors are oa a level playing field with them By insuring that all
players are properly asscssed, as required by law, their tax lisbility is then reduced to the exient of those
assets that would have escaped discovery, and valustion by the countics.
1 urge you not to do anything that would make it difficult for the DOR 1o obtain public pay phone listing,
from the PSC, for distribution (0 county property appraisers
Sinocrely,
)\\N!Q\&L.ﬂ
H. Neil Hester, CFE, ASA
Director Taxpayer Services




property of all types is properly listed in the appropriate county and shall submut the county
railroad property assessments to the respective county property appraisers not later than June | in
each year However, in those counties in which railroad assessments are not completed by the
department by June 1, for millage cerification purposes, the property appraiser may utilize the
prior year's values for such property.

(a) All railroad and railroad terminal companies maintaining tracks or other fixed assets in
thr.mtemdmbjmmmuuduﬂnwﬁt-nﬂ:mhodufvmunnmum;kemmnu;l
murntoth:Dcpamnul‘Rm:.Suchr:turm:hullbeﬁladonorbd’nr:&prﬂlmdﬂullbe
subject to the penalties provided in s. 193.072. The department shall make an annual assessment
of all operating property of every description owned by or leased to such companies. Such
assessment shall be apportioned to each county, based upon actual situs and, in the case of
propm?nmhvﬁuﬁtu:inlpuﬁnﬂumm.mubuppommndb:udupnmmkmuu
Operating property shall include all property owned or leased to such company, including
rght-of-way presently in use by the company, track, switches, bridges, rolling stock, and other
property directly related to the operation of the railroad Nonoperating property shall include that
punianofnmuhﬂdinpnntuﬂfmopmﬁnnmmpropmyownedbutnmdimtlyumd
for the operation of the railroad, and any other property that is not used for operating purposes.
Thtdepmmunllu!!pmmlpundumtnmnhuiﬂnpmnngprnpmyinpmpeﬂy
valued, apportioned, and returned to the appropriate county, including rules governing the form
and content of returns The evaluation and assessment of utility property shall be the duty of the
property appraiser.

(b)1. hﬂpsivu:wmd&ﬁﬁnlhumdequipnmwrﬁunpémmgmllmgnockin
Florida shall make an annual retumn to the Department of Revenue. The department shall make an
annual determination of the average number of cars habitually present in Florida for each company
and shall assess the just value thereof.

2. The department shall promulgate rules respecting the methods of determining the
:vmmdmwmmmmrnmwmmufrmmm
other rules as are necessary to ensure that the property of such companies is properly returned,
valued, and apportioned to the state.

3. For purposes of this paragraph, "operating rolling stock in Flonda™ means having
ownership of rolling stock which enters Florida

4. The department shall apportion the assessed value of such property to the local taxing
juﬁsdkﬁonhﬂupmuuw#mckﬂumdmﬂmnfnﬂnﬁmm:kufm
rnp-ncthn:uilrmdsmwhich.Turoﬂﬁumkhubemopunndmlhepfecedingywinuch
taxing jurisdiction. The situs for taxation of such property shall be according 10 the
apportionment.

(c) The values determined by the department pursuant to this subsection shall be certified
to the property appraisers when such values have been finalized by the depaniment Prior to
ﬁnﬂiﬁn;ﬂuvﬂuumhwﬁﬁdwu:mmmuwdmnmzmwnﬁdem
ﬂmndwnmﬁunf:pupmodmmdmuppmumﬂurinfnmdmnfm
befomtheumﬂiudhmu‘lduimc.aWwﬁuﬂuﬂmﬁfytnthmmﬂeﬂurmr
collection the value as certified by the Department of Revenue.

(d) Returns and information from returns required to be made pursuant to this subsection
mlrhulundpmwmmmyfnmllwufmﬂummﬂndungcorinrarm:immﬁm
another state.




property of all types is properly listed in the appropriate county and shall submit the county
railroad property assessments to the respective county property appraisers not later than June 1 in
each year. However, in those counties in which railroad assessments are not completed by the
department by June 1, for millage certification purposes, the property appraiser may utilize the
prior year's values for such property.

(a) All railroad and railroad terminal companies maintaining tracks or other fixed assets in
the state and subject to assessment under the unit-rule method of valuation shall make an annual
return to the Department of Revenue. Such returns shall be filed on or before April | and shall be
subject 1o the penalties provided in s. 193.072. The department shall make an annual assessment
of all operating property of every description owned by or leased io such companies. Such
assessment shall be apportioned to each county, based upon actual situs and, in the case of
property not having situs in a particular county, shall be apportioned based upon track miles.
Operating property shall include all property owned or leased to such company, including
right-of-way presantly in use by the company, track, switches, bridges, rolling stock, and other
property directly related to the operation of the railroad. Nonoperating property shall include that
portion of office buildings not used for operating purposes, property owned but not directly used
for the operation of the railroad, and any other property that is not used for operating purposes. -
The department shall promulgate rules necessary to ensure that all operating property is properly
valued, apportioned, and returned to the appropriate county, including rules governing the form
and content of returns. The evaluation and assessment of utility property shall be the duty of the
property appraiser.

(b)1. All private car and freight line and equipment companies operating rolling stock in
Florida shall make an annual retun to the Department of Revenue. The department shall make an
annual determination of the average number of cars habitually present in Florida for each company
and shall assess the just value thereof

2. The department shall promulgate rules respecting the methods of determining ihe
nmgcmﬁuﬂmhﬁhnﬂymhmmrmmdmmfmmdm
other rules as are necessary to ensure that the property of such companies is properly returned,
valued, and apportioned to the state.

3. For purposes of this paragraph, "operating rolling stock in Florida" means having
ownership of rolling stock which enters Florida.

4. mwmwmmmueormpmmmmﬂmﬂm
jurisdiction based upon the number of track miles and the location of mainline track of the
respective railroads over which the rolling stock has been operated in the preceding year in each
mm.mmmmdmmmmammimom
apportionment.

(c) The values determined by the department pursuant to this subsection shall be certified
to the property appraisers when such values have been finalized by the department. Prior to
Mmmwhwﬂdwﬂwmwmmmmﬂ]pmﬁdem
affected taxpayer a notice of a proposed assessment and an opportunity for informal conference
mmmm:m.amwmmﬁrymmemmUmrfm
collection the value as certified by the Department of Revenue.

(d) Returns and information from returns required to be made pursuant to this subsection
mybuhundpurmmtomyfmdqrmfonhﬂmmlludungcnfinfnnmuonwith
another state.
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(17) “Floating structure” means a floating barge-like entity, with or without
accommodations built thereon, which is not primarily used as a means of transportation on water
but which serves purposes or provides services typically associated with a structure or other
improvement to real property. The term "floating structure” includes, but is not limited to, each
entity used as a residence, place of business, office, hotel or motel, restaurant or lounge,
clubhouse, meeting facility, storage or parking facility, mining platform, dredge, drag::ne, or
similar facility or entity represented as such. Floating structures are expressly excluded from the
definition of the term "vessel” provided in s. 327.02. Incidental movement upon water shall not, in
and of itself, preclude an entity from classification as a floating structure. A floating structure is
expressly included as a type of tangible personal property

(18) "Complete submission of the rolls" includes, but is not necessanly limited to,
accurate tabular summaries of valuations as prescribed by department rule, a computer tape copy
of the real property assessment roll including for each parcel total value of improvements, land
value, the two most recently recorded selling prices, the value of any improvement made to the
parcel in the 12 months preceding the valuation date, the type and amount of any exemption
granted, and such other information as may be required by department rule, an accurate tabular
summary by property class of any adjustments made to recorded seiling prices or fair market value
in arriving at assessed value, as prescribed by department rule; a computer tape copy of the
tangible personal property assessment roll, including for each entry a unique account number and
such other information as may be required by department rule; and an accurate tabular summary
of per-acre land valuations used for each class of agricultural property in preparing the assessment
roll, as prescribed by department rule.

History.—s. 1, ch. 70-243; 5. 1, ch. 77-102, s 4, ch. 79-334, 5. 56, ch. 80-274, 5. 2, ch
81-308, ss. 53, 63, 73, ch. 82-226; 5. 1, ch. 82-388;s. 12, ch. 83-204, s 52, ch 83-217,s 1, ch
84-371;5 9, ch. 94-241; 5. 61, ch. 94-353; 5. 1461, ch. 95-147.

Note.—~Consolidation of provisions of former ss. 192.031, 192.041, 192.052, 192 064

192.011 All property to be assessed.—-The property appraiser shall assess all property
located within the county, except inventory, whether such property is taxable, wholly or partially
exempt, or subject to classification reflecting a value less than its just value at its present highest
and best use. Extension on the tax rolls shall be made according to regulation promulgated by the
department in order properly to reflect the general law. Streets, roads, and highways which have
been dedicated to or otherwise acquired by a municipality, a county, or a state agency may be
assessed, but need not be.

History.—s. 1, ch. 4322, 1895; GS 428, s 1, ch. 5596, 1907, RGS 694, CGL 893, ss 1,
2, ch. 69-55; 5. 2, ch. 70-243; 5. 1, ch. 77-102, 5. 3, ch. 81-308, 5. 966, ch 95-147

Note.--Former s. 192.01.

192.032 Situs of property for assessment purposes.—All property shall be assessed
according to its situs as follows:

(1) Real property, in that county in which it is located and in that taxing jurisdiction in
which it may be located.

(2) All tangible personal property which is not immune under the state or federal
constitutions from ad valorem taxation, in that county and taxing junisdiction in which it is




property of all types is properly listed in the appropnate county and shall submit the county
railroad property assessments to the respective county property appraisers not later than June | in
each vear However, in those counties in which railroad assessments are not completed by the
department by June 1, for millage certification purposes, the property appraiser may utilize the
prior year’s values for such property.

(a) All railroad and railroad terminal companies maintaining tracks or other fixed assets in
th:lmcmdmbjmmnmundﬂthturﬁt-mlemﬂhodufﬂluuinnlhlumlkemmd
return to the Department of Revenue. Such returns shall be filed on or before Apnl | and shall be
subject to the penalties provided in 5. 193.072. The department shall make an annual assessment
of all operating property of every description owned by or leased to such companies. Such
assessment shall be apportioned to each county, based upon actual situs and, in the case of
prnpmynmhﬁuimshnpuﬁmhrmr.ﬁuﬂhapporﬁmhudupnnuukmuﬁ
Operating property shall include all property owned or leased to such company, including
right-of-way presently in use by the company, track, switches, bridges, rolling stock, and other
property directly related to the operation of the railroad. Nonoperating property shall include that
portion of office buildings not used for operating purposes, property owned but not directly used
for the operation of the railroad, and any other property that is not used for operating purposes.
The department shall promulgate rules necessary to ensure that all operating property 15 properly
valued, apportioned, and returned to the appropriate county, including rules governing the form
and content of returns. The evaluation and assessment of utility property shall be the duty of the
property appraiser.

(b)1. All private car and freight line and equipment companies operating rolling stock in
Florida shall make an annual return to the Department of Revenue. The department shall make an
mmﬂdﬂmniuﬁnnnfthemumﬁafnnhhhmﬂypminﬂoﬁdufmuchmpmy
and shall assess the just value thereof.

2. The department shall promulgate rules respecting the methods of determining the
lvmcmnﬁuufmhlﬁmanymninﬂoﬁda,umfnmmdmml of returns, and such
other rules as are necessary to ensure that the property of such companies is properly returned,
valued, and apportioned to the state.

3. For purposes of this paragraph, "operating rolling stock in Florida" means having
ownership of rolling stock which enters Florida.

4. The department shall apportion the assessed value of such property to the local taxing
juﬁ:diaiunhndupmthemmbuofmckrﬁlumdﬂulmﬂmnfmwhmuckufﬂn
mpmhnnﬂmd:amwﬁchmmmmmmudmuumuﬂmBﬂuinmh
taxing jurisdiction. The situs for taxation of such property shall be according to the

ionment.

(<) mmudﬁmwmmmmpmmtnﬂﬁ:mbmiunuuﬂbcurﬁﬁnd
10 the property appraisers when such values have been finalized by the depantment. Prior to
finalizing the values to be certified to the property appraisers, the department shall provide an
;ﬁmwamﬂ:wmmqumnmm@mm
before the executive director’s designee. thMmﬁlum:umIMnrfm
collection the value as certified by the Department of Revenue.

(d) Returns and information from returns required to be made pursuant to this subsection
may be shared pursuant to any formal agreement for the mutual exchange of information with
another state.




B .

sry 2

a @ ©

'Note.~Repealed by s. 14, ch 94-122

193.023 Duties of the property appraiser in making assessments.--

(1) The property appraiser snall complete his or her assessment of the value of all
property no later than July 1 of each year, except that the department may for good cause shown
extend the time for completion of assessment of all property.

(2) In making his or her assessment of the value of real property, the property appraiser is
required 1o inspect physically the property every 3 years to ensure that the tax roll meets all the
requirements of law. However, the property appraiser shall physically inspect any parcel of
taxable real property upon the request of the taxpayer or owner.

(3) In revaluating property in accordance with constitutional and statutory requirements,
the property appraiser may adjust the assessed value placed on any parcel or group of parcels
based on mass data collected, on ratio studies prepared by an agency authorized by law, or
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Revenue.

(4) In making his or her assessment of leasehold interests in property serving the unit
owners of a condominium or cooperative subject to a lease, including property subject to a
recreational lease, the property appraiser shall assess the property at its fair market value without
regard to the income derived from the lease.

(5) In assessing any parcel of a condominium or any parcel of any other residential
development having common elements appurtenant to the parcels, if such common elements are
owned by the condominium association or owned jointly by the owners of the parcels, the
assessment shall apply to the parcel and its fractional or proportionate share of the appurtenant
common elements.

(6) ln making assessments of cooperative parcels, the property appraiser shall use the
method required by 5. 719.114.

History.—s. 9, ch. 70-243; s 1, ch 72-290;s. 5, ch. 76-222, s. 1, ch. 77-102, 5. 2, ch

84-261; 5. 14, ch. 86-300; 5. 1, ch. 88-216; s. 5, ch. 91-223; 5. 970, ch. 95-147.

. 193.024 Deputy property appraisers.—Property appraisers may appoint deputies to act
in their behalf in carrying out the duties prescribed by law.
History.—s. 2, ch. 80-366.

'193.052 Preparation and serving of returns.—

(1) The following returis shall be filed:

(a) Tangible personal property; and

(b) Property specifically required to be returned by other provisions in this title

(2) No return shall be required for real property the ownership of which is reflected in
instruments recorded in the public records of the county in which the property is located, unless
otherwise required in this title. In order for land to be considered for agricultural classification
under 5. 193.461 or high-water recharge classification under s. 193.625, an application for
classification must be filed on or before March 1 of each year with the property appraiser of the
county in which the land is located, except as provided in 5. 193.461(3)(a). The application must
state that the lands on January 1 of that year were used primarily for bona fide commercial
agricultural or high-water recharge purposes

(3) A retumn for the above types of property shall be filed in each county which is the situs




property of all types is properly listed in the appropriate county and shall submit the county
railroad property assessments to the respective county property appraisers not later than June | in
each vear However, in those counties in which railroad assessments are not completed by the
department by June 1, for millage certification purposes, the property appraiser may utilize the
prior year's values for such property.

(2) All railroad and railroad terminal companies maintaining tracks or other fixed assets in
the state and subject to assessment under the unit-rule method of valuation shall make an annual
return to the Department of Revenue. Such returns shall be filed on or before April | and shall be
subject 10 the penalties provided in 5. 193.072. The department shall make an annual assessment
of all operating property of every description owned by or leased to such companies. Such
assessment shall be apportioned to each county, based upon actual situs and, in the case of
property not having situs in a particular county, shall be apportioned based upon track miles.
Operating property shall include all property owned or leased to such company, including
right-of-way preszntly in use by the company, track, switches, bridges, rolling stock, and other
property directly related to the operation of the railroad. Nonoperating property shall include that
portion of office buildings not used for operating purposes, property owned but not directly used
for the operation of the railroad, and any other property that is not used for operating purposes. -
The department shall promulgate rules necessary to ensure that all operating property is properly
valued, apportioned, and returned to the appropriate county, including rules governing the form
and content of returns The evaluation and assessment of utility property shall be the duty of the
property appraiser.

(b)1. All private car and freight line and equipment companies operating rolling stock in
Florida shall make an annual return to the Department of Revenue. The department shall make an
annual determination of the average number of cars habitually present in Florida for each company
and shall assess the just value thereof

2. The department shall promulgate rules respecting the methods of determining the
average number of cars habitually present in Florida, the form and content of returns, and such
other rules as are necessary to ensure that the property of such companies is properly retumned,
valued, and apportioned to the state.

3. For purposes of this paragraph, "operating rolling stock in Florida" means having
ownership of rolling stock which enters Florida

4. The department shall apportion the assessed value of such property to the local taxing
jurisdiction based upon the number of track miles and the location of mainline track of the
respective railroads over whick: the rolling stock has been operated in the preceding year in each
taxing jurisdiction. The situs for taxation of such property shall be according to the
apportionment.

(c) The values determined by the department pursuant to this subsection shall be certified
to the property appraisers when such values have been finalized by the department. Prior to
finalizing the values to bg certified to the property appraisers, the department shall provide an
affected taxpayer a notice of a proposed assessment and an opportunity for informal conference
before the executive director's designee. A property appraiser shall certify to the tax collector for
collection the value as certified by the Department of Revenue.

(d) Retumns and information from returns required to be made pursuant to this subsection
may be shared pursuant to any formal agreement for the mutual exchange of information with
another state.
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ch 94-98, s 1464, ch 95-147
Note.-Formers 193 37,5 197031

193.074 Confidentiality of returns.--All returns of property and returns required by s
201.022 submitted by the taxpayer pursuant to law shall be deemed to be confidential in the hands
of the property appraiser, the c.erk of the circuit court, the department, the tax collector, and the
Auditor General, their employees and persons acting under their supervision and control, except
upon court order or order of an administrative body having quasi-judicial powers in ad valorem
tax matters, and such returns are exempt from the provisions of s. 119 07(1)

History.--s. 10, ch 79-334, 5. 2, ch. 86-300, s. 21, ch. 88-119, s 38, ch 90-3€0;s 16,
ch 93-132; s 49, ch. 96-406.

193.075 Mobile homes.-—-

(1) A mobile home shall be taxed as real property if the owner of the mobile home is also
the owner of the land on which the mobile home is permanently affixed A mobile home shall be
considered permanently affixed if it is tied down and connected to the normal and usual utilities.
However, this provision does not apply to a mobile home, or any appurtenance thereto, that is
being held for display by a licensed mobile hiome dealer or a licensed mobile home manufacturer
and that is not rented or occupied. A mobile home that is taxed as real property shall be issued an
"RP" series sticker as provided in . 320.0815.

(2) A mobile home that is not taxed as real property shall have a current license plate
properly affixed as provided in s. 320.08(11). Any such mobile home without a current license
plate properly affixed shall be presumed to be tangible personal property

History.-s. 2, ch. 74-234; 5. 10, ch. 88-216,s. 1, ch. 91-241, 5 6, ch 93-132, s 30, ch
94-353, 5. 3, ch. 95-404

193.076 Notice of expansion.—

(1) The property appraiser shall accept notices of expansion on or before April | cfthe
year in which net additional real or personal property acquired to facilitate a business expansion as
defined in 5. 220.03(1)(k)!. is first subject to assessment. The notice shall be filed on a form
prescribed by the department by any business seeking to qualify for a gasohol development tax
incentive credit as an expanded business pursuant to 5. 220.18(4).

(2) Upon determining that the real or tangible personal property described in the notice is
in fact a net physical addition 10 the existing property of the business and that it is useful in the
distillation of ethyl alcohol for use in motor fuels or in the manufacture of equipment for the
processing and distillation of ethyl alcohol for use in motor fuels, the property appraiser shall so
state on the notice and shall provide a copy to the expanded business and to the department.

(3) Within 10 days of extension or recertification of the assessment rolls pursuant to s
193.122, whichever is later, the property appraiser shall forward to the department a list of all
property separately assessed as expansion-related property pursuant to s. 193.085(5). The list
shall include the name and address of the corporation to which the property is assessed, the
assessed value of the property, the total taxes levied against the property, the identifying number
for the property as shown on the assessment roll, and a description of the property

History.—s. 8, ch 80-77, 5. 4, ch. 83-204.




(1) The following penalties shall apply

(a) For failure to file a return--25 percent of the total tax levied against the property for
each year that no return is filed.

(b) For filing returns after the due date--5 percent of the total tax levied against the
property covered by that return for each year, for each month, or portion thereof, that a return is
filed after the due date, but not to exceed 25 percent of the total tax

(c) For property unlisted on the return--15 percent of the tax attnbutable 1o the omurted
property

(d) For incomplete returns by railroad and railroad terminal companies and private car
and freight line and equipmer- companies--2 percent of the assessed value, not 1o exceed 10
percent thereof, shall be added to the values apportioned to the counties for each month or
fraction thereof in which the return is incomplete; however, the return shall not be deemed
incomplete until 15 days after notice of incompleteness is provided o the taxpayer

(2) Penaltizs listed in this section shall be determuned upon the total of all ad valorem
personal property taxes, penalties and interest levied on the property, and such penalties shall be a
lien on the property

(3) Failure to file a retumn, or to otherwise properly submit all property for taxation, shall
in no regard relieve any taxpayer of any requirement to pay all taxes assessed against him or her
promptly.

(4) For good cause shown, and upon finding that such unlisting or late filing of retums
was not intentional or made with the intent to evade or illegally avoid the payment of lawful taxes,
the property appraiser or, in the case of properties valued by the Department of Revenue, the
executive director may reduce or waive any of said penalties.

History.--s. 13, ch. 70-243;s. 1, ch. 77-102, 5. 9, ch. 79-334, 5. 972, ch 95-147

Note.—-Consolidation of provisions of former ss. 193.203, 193.222, 199.32!

193.073 Erroneous returns; estimate of assessment when no return filed.-

(1) Upon discovery that an erroneous or incomplete statement of personal property has
been filed by a taxpayer or that all the property of a taxpayer has not been returned for taxation,
the property appraiser shall proceed as follows:

(a) Ifthe property is personal property and is discovered before April 1, the property
appraiser shall make an assessment in triplicate. After attaching the affidavit and warrant required
by law, tlie property appraiser shall dispose of the additional assessment roll in the same manner
as provided by law.

(b) If the property is personal property and is discovered on or after April 1, or is real
property discovered at any time, the property shall be added to the assessment roll then in
preparation.

(2) If no tangible personal property tax return has been filed as required by law, including
any extension which may have been granted for the filing of the return, the property appraiser is
authorized to estimate from the best information available the assessment of the tangible personal
property of a taxpayer who has not properly and timely filed his or her tax return. Such
assessment shall be deemed to be prima facie correct, may be included on the tax roll, and taxes
may be extended therefor on the tax roll in the same manner as for all other taxes

History.—s. 38, ch. 4322, 1895, 5. 5, ch. 4515, 1897, GS 538, 5. 37, ch. 5596, 1907, RGS
737, CGL 945; 5. 8, ch. 20722, 1941;ss. 1, 2, ch 69-55,5 2, ch. 72-268,s. 1,ch 77-102,s 2,




195.0011
1950012
195.002
195.022
195.027
195.032
195.052
195.062
195.072
195.073
195 084
195 087

195.092
195.095
195.096
195.097
195 0985
195.099
195.0995
195.101
195.207

CHAPTER 195

PROPERTY ASSESSMENT ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

Short title.

Legislative intent

Supervision by Department of Revenue
Forms to be prescribed by Department of Revenue

Rules and regulations.

Establishment of standards of value

Research and tabulation of data

Manual of instructions

Cooperation of other agencies of state government

Classification of property.

Information exchange

Property appraisers and tax collectors to submit budgets 1o Department of
Revenue.

Authority to bning and maintain suits

Approved bidder list; standard contracts

Review of assessment rolls.

Postaudit notification of defects; supervision by the department
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195.0011 Short title.—-Chapter 195 shall be known as the "Property Assessment

Admunistration and Finance Law *
History.-s. 1, ch. 73-172.

195.0012 Legislative intent.—It is declared to be the legislative purpose and intent in this
entire chapter tn recognize and fulfill the state's responsibility to secure a just valuation for ad
valorem tax purposes of all property and to provide for a uniform assessment as between property
within each county and property in every other county or taxing district.

History.—s. 47, ch. 70-243, s 2, ch 73-172

Note.--Former s. 195111,

195.002 Supervision by Department of Revenue.--

(1) The Department of Revenue shall have general supervision of the assessment and
valuation of property so that all property will be placed on the tax rolls and shall be valued
according to its just valuation, as required by the constitution. It shall also have supervision over
tax collection and all other aspects of the administration of such taxes. The supervision of the
department shall consist primarily of aiding and assisting county officers in the assessing and
collection functions, with particular emphasis on the more technical aspects In this regard, the
departmemt shall conduct schools to upgrade assessment skills of both state and local assessment




@ &
personnel.

(2) In furtherance of its duty to conduct schools to upgrade assessment skills and
collection skills, the department may establish by rule committees on admissions and certification
Additionally, the department may incur reasonable expenses for hiring instructors, travel, office
operations, certificates of completion, badges or awards, and food service incidental to
conducting such schools and for administering any certification program under s 145 10 or s
145 11. The department may charge a tuition fee and an examination fee to any person who
attends such a school and may charge a fee to cenify or recenify any person under such a
program The department shall deposit such fees into the Centification Program Trust Fund which
is created in the State Treasury There shall be separate school accounts and program accounts in
the trust fund for property appraisers and for tax collectors The departmem shall use money in
the fund to pay such expenses

History.--s. 35, ch 70-243. 5. 7,ch 74-234.5s 5, ch 86-300, s. 25, ch 90-203

195.022 Forms to be prescribed by Department of Revenue.--The Depanment of
Revenue shall prescribe and furnish all forms to be used by property appraisers, tax collectors.
clerks of the circuit court, and value adjustment boards in administering and collecting ad valorem
taxes The department shall prescribe a form for each purpose. A county officer may use a form
other than the form prescribed by the department, but only at the expense of his or her office and
upon obtaining written permission from the executive director of the department, provided that no
county officer shall use a form the substantive content of which is at variance with the form
prescribed by the department for the same or a similar purpose. If the executive director finds
good cause to grant such permission he or she may do so. The county officer may continue to use
such approved form until the law which specifies the form is amended or repealed or until the
officer receives written disapproval from the executive director. Otherwise, all such officers and
their employees shall use the forms, and follow the instructions applicable to the forms, furnished
to them by the department. The department, upon request of any property appraiser or, in any
event, at least once every 3 years, shall prescribe and furnish such aerial photographs and
nonproperty ownership maps to the property appraisers as are necessary to ensure that all real
property within the state is properly listed on the roll. All forms and maps furnished by the
department shall be paid for by the department as provided by law. All forms and maps and
instructions relating to their use shall be substantially uniform throughout the state An officer
may employ supplemental forms and maps, at the expense of his or her office, which he or she
deems expedient for the purpose of administering and collecting ad valorem taxes The forms
required in ss. 193.461(3)(a) and 196.011(1) for renewal purposes shall require sufficient
information for the property appraiser to evaluate the changes in use since the prior year If the
property appraiser determines, in the case of a taxpayer, that he or she has insufficient current
information upon which to approve the exemption, or if the information on the renewal form is
inadequate for him or her to evaluate the taxable status of the property, he or she may require the
resubmission of an original application.

History.—s. 37, ch. 70-243,5. 4, ch. 73-172, 5. 7, ch. 74-234, s 10, ch 76-133,s 2, ch
78-185;s. 1, ch. 78-193; 5. 153, ch. 91-112; s 8, ch 93-132.

195,027 Rules and regulations.—
(1) The Department of Revenue shall prescribe reasonable rules and regulations for the




costs, and terms of financing. Such form shall be filed with the clerk of the circuit court at the
time of recording. The rules and regulations shall prescribe an information form to be used for this
purpose. Either the buyer or the seller or the agent of either shall complete the information form
and certify that the form is accurate to the best of his or her knowledge and belief. The
information form shall be confidential in the hands of all persons after delivery to the clerk, except
that the Department of Revenue and the Auditor General shall have access to it in the execution
of their official duties, and such form is exempt from the provisions of 5. 119.07(1) The
information form may be used in any judicial proceeding, upon a motion to produce duly made by
any party to such proceedings. Failure of the clerk to obtain an information form with the
recording shall not impair the validity of the recording or the conveyance. The form shall provide
for a notation by the clerk indicating the book and page number of the conveyance in the official
record books of the county. The clerk shall promptly deliver all information forms received to the
property appraiser for his or her custody and use.

History.—s. 39, ch. 70-243;s. 2, ch 73-172; ss. 8, 22, 23, ch 74-234,5 11, ch 76-133,
s. 16, ch. 76-234. 5. 14, ch 79-334; 5. 10, ch 80-77,s. 23, ch. 80-274,s. 6, ch 81-308, 5. 22, ch
88-119; s. 64, ch. 89-356, s 39, ch 90-360,s 154, ch. 91-112;s. 985, ch 95-147,5. 5, ch
06-397, 5. 51, ch. 96-406.

Note.--Former s. 195 042.

195.032 Establishment of standards of value.—In furtherance of the requirement set
out in 5. 195.002, the Department of Revenue shall establish and promulgate standard measures of
value not inconsistent with those standards provided by law, to be used by property appraisers in
all counties, including taxing districts, to aid and assist them in arriving at assessments of all
property. The standard measures of value shall provide guidelines for the valuation of property
and methods for property appraisers to employ in arriving at the just valuation of particular types
of property consistent with ss 193.011 and 193 461. The standard measures of value shall assist
ﬂnpmpmylpprthﬂinuwﬂh:ﬁmofmpmymdbedmdpﬁmﬁd:mm.bmﬂuﬂ
not be deemed 1o establish the just value of any property. However, the presumption of
correctness accorded an assessment made by a property appraiser shall not be impugned merely
because the standard measures of value do not establish the just value of any property

History.—s. 38, ch. 70-243; 5. 12, ch. 76-133, 5. 9, ch 76-234, 5 62, ch 82-226

195.052 Research and tabulation of data.—~The department shali conduct constant
research and maintain accurate : 1bulations of data and conditions existing as to ad valorem
taxation, shall annually publish such data as may be appropriate to facilitate fiscal policymaking,
and shall annually make such recommendations to the Legislature as are necessary to ensure that
property is valued according to its just value and is equitably taxed throughout the state
Publication shall occur not later than 60 days after receipt of extended rolls for all counties

pursuant to s. 193.122(7)
History.—s. 40, ch 70-243;s. 3, ch 82-388,5 6, ch. 83-204

195.062 Manual of instructions.--

(1) The department shall prepare and maintain a current manual of instructions for
property appraisers and other officials connected with the administration of property taxes. This
manual shall contain all:




assessing and collecting of taxes, and such rules and regulations shall be followed by the property
appraisers, tax collectors, clerks of the circuit court, and value adjustment boards. It is hereby
declared to be the legislative intent that the department shall formulate such rules and regulations
that property will be assessed, taxes will be collected, and the administration will be uniform, just,
and otherwise in compliance with the requirements of the general law and the constitution

(2) It1s the legislative intent that all counties operate on computer programs that are
substantially similar and produce data which are directly comparable. The rules and regulations
shall prescribe uniform standards and procedures for computer programs and operations for all
programs installed in any property appraiser’s office. It is the legislative intent that the department
shall require a high degree of uniformity so that data will be comparable among counties and that
a single audit procedure will be practical for all property appraisers’ offices

(3) The rules and regulations shall provide procedures whereby the property appraiser,
the Depariment of Revenue, and the Auditor General shall be able to obtain access, where
necessary, to financial records relating to nonhomestead property which records are required to
make a determination of the proper assessment as to the particular property in question. Access to
a taxpayer’s records shall be provided only in those instances in which it is determined that such
records are necessary 1o determine either the classification or the value of the taxable
nonhomestead property, Access shall be provided only to those records which pertain to the
property physically located in the taxing county as of Januarv 1 of sach vear and *n the income
from such property generated in the taxing county for the year in which a proper assessment is
made. All records produced by the taxpayer under this subsection shall be deemed to be
confidential in the hands of the property appraiser, the department, the tax collector, and the
Auditor General and shall not be divulged to any person, firm, or corporation, except upon court
order or order of an administrative body having quasi-judicial powers in ad valorem tax matters,
and such records are exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1)

(4)(a) The rules and regulations prescribed by the depmmt l.hnﬂ uqmrela return of
tangible personal property which shall include:

1. A general identification and description of the pmpmynr. when more than one item
constitutes a class of similar items, a description of the class '

2. The location of such property.

3. The original cost of such property and, in the case of a class of similar items, the
average cost.

4. The age of such property and, in the case of a class of similar items, the average age

5. The condition, including fu.ctional and economic depreciation or obsolescence.

6. The taxpayer's estimate of fair market value

(b) For purposes of this subsection, a class of property shall include only those items
which are substantially similar in function and use. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize the
department to prescribe a return requiring information other than that contained in this subsection,
nor shall the department issue or promulgate any rule or regulation directing the assessment of
property by the consideration of factors other than those enumerated in s. 193.011

(5) The rules and regulations shall require that the property appraiser deliver copies of all
pleadings in court proceedings in which his or her office is involved to the Department of
Revenue.

(6) The fees and costs of the sale or purchase and terms of financing shall be presumed to
be usual unless the buyer or seller or agent thereof files a form which discloses the unusual fees,
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