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Sprint Collll'llunicationa Company Li mited Partnerst:ip (Spr 4nt LP) 
holds pay telephone cer tificate no. 5359, w1 h ~ - e . re c ive 
r egulation date of June 11, 1997. Sprint LP does not yet provide 
service within the state of Florida. Sprint LP has, however, been 
awarded a contract by the Florida Department of Corrections to 
provide service to 53 correctional facilities in Florida. 

On May 7, 1997, Sprint LP filed a waiver petition of those 
rules and regulations which prohibit Sprint from terminating calls 
placed from pay telephones located in Florida confinement 
i ns titutions i n less than 15 minutes, Rules 25-24. 515(5), and 25-
24 . 515(15), Florida Administrative Code. Sprint LP seeks the 
waiver so that it can terminate such calls in 10 minutes. 

Pursuant to Section 120.542(6), Florida Statutes, notice of 
Sprint LP ' s petition for waiver waa submitted to the Secretary of 
State on May 14, 1997 for publication i n the Florida Adminis trat i ve 
Weekly . No comments were submitted during the comment period which 
ended June 6, 1997. On June 30, 1997, Sprint amended its petition 
solely to comport with Section 120.542, Flor i da Statutes . In 
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accordance with Section 120.542(7), Florida s tatutes, the 
Commission must rule on t hi s petition by August ~. 1997. 

DISCVSSIOM or I88QJ8 

ISSOB 1: Should the Commission grant Sprint LP ' s amended petition 
!or an exemption trom the provisions ot Rule 25-24.515(5) and 25-

24.515(15), Florida Administrative Code, which prohibit termination 
o! conversations after t en minutes on calls placed !rom pay 
telephones located in confinement institutions?· 

RBCOJQQI!PATIOJII Yea. 
granted. (KlWKI•&> 

Sprint LP ' s amended petition should be 

StAll AB)LXSIBI Through this petition, Sprint LP is requesting a 
waiver ot t .he Commission ' s Rules 25- 24. 5 15(5) and 25-24 . 515(15), 

Florida Administrative Coda. These rules spec itically require 
notice at all payatationa t hat terminate conversation attor 15 
minutes. In view or the tact that the rule requires notice for 
termination at 15 minutes , but does not provide for termination o! 
calls in less than 15 minutes, Sprint LP believes t hat these rules 
may prohibit Sprint LP trom terminating calls placed by inmates of 
confinement institutions in less that 15 minutes. Thus, Sprint LP 
has requested this waiver to allow it t o terminate calls after ten 
minutes . Sprint agrees, however , that it will comply with the 
audible and written disconnect notification requirements ot Rule 
25- 2 4 . 515(5), Florida Administrative Code. 

Sprint LP states that it is soaking this waiver because 
the Department ot corrections wants to have the capability to limit 
calls trom confinement facili ties to a ten minut e duration during 
certain periods and circumstances . Sprint LP asserts that limiting 
calls to no longer that ten minutes could be useful in very crowded 
telephone conditions. For cing corrections offic ials to allow a 
minimum 15 minute call duration by inmates is an unnecessary limit 
on corrections officials ' authority in t he inmate setting without 
reason. The present rule could be a substantial hardship on 
corrections officials . 
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In addition, Sprint LP asserts that t .he protection to the 

pay telephone user intended by Rules 25-24.515(5) and ?S-
24.515(15), Florida Administrative Code, is not necesaary in the 
inmate calling environment because corrections officials presently 
have the ability to control inaate calling. Reducirg conversation 
time trom 15 minutes to 10 minutes will not disad,antage inmates 
and will provide the Department ot Corrections with additional 
control over conversation time in situations that warrant redur:ed 
conversation time . Sprint LP asserts that this ability to limit 
calls, along with other security features, have allowed 
correctional officials in other states to prevent inmate c redit 
card and other fraud, break up a drug ring, and capture an escaped 
inmate who used the phone to arrange for a pick-up outside the 
institution . 

Staff believes th~t Sprint LP ' s amended petition moe~s 
the specifications set forth in Sect \on 120.542(5), Florida 
Statutes. Furthermore, Sprint LP ' s assertions regarding the 
Department of Corrections• desire to control the inmate calling 
environment sufficiently demonstrate that application ot Rules 25-

24. 515(5) and 25- 24 . 515(15), Florida Administrative Code , would 
work a substantial hardship not only on Sprint LP, but on 
corrections officials as well, in accordance with Section 
120.542(2), Florida Statutes. Stat!, therefore, recommends that 
Sprint LP ' s Amended Petition for Waiver ot Rules 25-24 . 515(5) and 
25-2 4 .515(15), Florida Administrative Code, be granted tor those 
payphones located in confinement tacilitins . 

ISSDI 2: Should this docket be closed? 

BECOKHQKDATION: Yes, this docket should be c l osed unless a parson 
whose substantial interests are affected by the Commission's 
decision files a protest within 21 days of the issuance of the 
Proposed Agency Action Order. (COLPKPPBR) 

STAll .NmLXSIS: 'l'bis docket should be closed unless a person whose 
substantial interests are affected by the commission ' s decisJ.on 
tiles a protest within 21 days ot the issuance of the Proposed 
Agency Action Order. 
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