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STATE Of fLORIDA 
OFt'JCt; Ot' 'l'tll-: l'lJHl.IC~ C~OtJNSt:l. 

c/o ·n. •luridal.qialllluh' 
Ill w .... Madiaoo~t• Stro.t 

Kuuw Kl:l 
Tall.a-, •. luricla :l:t:tw.ttt•• 

!lllt·41111·tt:l:•• 

Blanca s. Bayo, Director 
Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Re: Docket No. 960776-TJ. 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

August 9, 1996 

Enclosed for tiling in the above-referenced docket arc the 
original and 15 copies of Citizens' Opposition to Frontier ' s 
Request to Increase Local Rates and Motion to llold Public tfcar inrJ. 

Please indicate the time and date of r-eceipt on the enclos e d 
duplicate of this letter and return it to our office. 

c.JD: bs r 

Enclosures 

I l, ' I\., t 

sincerely, 

'> I 
f' 1. r• . I P rJ t .... , · (fl 

Charles J. Beck 
Deputy Public Counsel 
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IBI'OU 'l'H J'JDaiDA fVIL.IC llaVICI COIIIIIIIIO. 

In Re: Petition of Frontier 
Communications of the south, 
Inc. for a limited scope 
proceeding to change its 
existing rate relationships 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 960776-TL 
Filed: August 9, 199~ 

Cl'fll ... ' o•JOal'flO. 'fO WaGII'I'lla'8 aBQUI8"1' 'fO IIICUMI LOCAL 
pm MR fiO'llO• TO lOLl) mLJc IIABJPG 

,., t . 

The citizens of t'J orida ("Citizens "), by and throuqh .101<.: 1-: 

Shreve, Public Counsel, file this opposition to Frontier's reques t 

to increase local rates and move the t' lorida Publi c S~'>rvi,.,. 

Commission to hold a hearing in Frontier's service area concernincJ 

its local rate increase request. 

1. on June 26, 1996, Frontier Communications of the South, 

Inc. ("Frontier") filed a petition in which it seeks to vo.luntad ly 

give up money it now receives from Southern IJell and, in its pl.t t:o , 

inc rease its customers' loca l rates. 

2. Frontier ignores the fact that the Commission recentl y 

set up interim universal service mechanism, as required by scct1 on 

364.025 (2), Florida Statutes (1995). Frontier s hould be se~'>kinq 

t·elief under that provision it it wishes to forego money it n o·.r 

receives from Southern Bell. 

3. Frontier' s r equest is, in any event, premature. The 
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Federal-State Board is now reviewing unive rsal service mechanis ms 

purs uant to the Telecommunications Act of 199(,. lts report in dll~" 

in November, 1996, and will be followed shortly thereafter by 

ac ti o n from the Federal Communications Commission. 

4. Florida is also reviewing universal service mec hani nms . 

Pursuant to section 364.025 (6), Florida Statutes (1995), the Off in• 

of Public Counsel will be making a report to the Florida Publ i e 

service Commission by Oc tober 1, 199~, o n whe ther the int c: ri m 

mechanism should continue to serve a s a means of assistinq in the 

funding of universal s ervice objectives and carrier of las t r esor t 

obligations or if a different mechanism is needed. The Commiss i on 

will make a r eport t o the Governor, the President of the Senate , 

the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the minority 

leaders of the Senate and the llouse of Representatives no 1 atc r 

than January 1, 1997. Section 364.025(4), Florida Statutes (1995 ). 

The legislature will thereafter establish a permanent mechani ~m . 

l.s!· 

5. In the case of general rate increase requests, Commi ssi on 

Rule 25-22.04 06 requires customers to receive a comprehen s: ._,c 

notice concerning the request to increase rates. The Commiss i on 

al ::;o conducts public hearings in the area s erved by the company. 

Since this request involves a significant local rate increas e 

adversely atfecting the substantial interests of Frontier' s 

c ustomers, the Commission should hold a public hearing in the area 
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1orvod by Frontier concerning the c ompany's request to inc re a se 

local rates. 

WtfEREFORE, tho Citizens oppose Frontier's reques t to inc r e a s e 

local rates and move the Commission to hold a hea r i ng in Frontier' s 

aorvico area concerning Frontier' s request. 
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Respect fully s ubmitted , 

J ACI< SIIREVE 
Public Counse l 

CV-r" I M fY.w- ./rJ 
Charles J. Beck 
Deputy Public Counsel 

Office of Public Couns el 
c j o The Florida Leqis l a turc 
111 Wes t Madison Street 
Room 812 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-H fJiJ 

Attorney for the Citi zens 
of the State o f Florida 



CIRTIFICATI OF II&VICI 
DOC~ .0. 910771-TL 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been furnished by 

U.S. Mail or hand-delivery to the following parties on this 9th day of 

Augus t, 1996. 

Rob Vandiver 
General Counsel 
Fla. Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Nancy sims 
Bell South 
150 s. Monroe, ste. 400 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
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David B. Erwin, Esq. 
Young, van Assendcrp & 

Varnadoe, P.A. 
P.O. Box 1833 
Tallahassee , FL 32302 
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