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letter was returned by the 0,5. Fostal Service stamped “f{forward
time expired.” A forwarding address was shown on the returned
envelope. The staff forwarded the letter to that address. The
letter was returned with a notation that the company is no longer
in business.

Section 364.336, Florida Statues, and Rul~ 25-4.0161, Florida
Administrative Code, require telecommun.cations companties to pav
regulatory assessment fees by January 30 of the subsequent year.
As of February 17, 1998, the day of our vote, EquiPhone had not
remitted 1its regulatory assessment fee for 1996, along with
statutory penalties and interest charges, pursuant to Jecrion
350.113, Florida Statutes. Therefore, the company is in vioclation
of statute and of a Commission rule.

Pursuant to Rule 25-24.514¢(1) {b) and (c), Florida
Admin.strative Code, and Section 364.285, Floridse Statutes, we find
it appropriate to cancel EquiPhone's certificate, unless EquiFPhone
pays a 35500 fine for failure to comply with Section 364,336,
Flerida Statutes, and Rule 25-4.0161, Flor'da Administrarive Code,
and remits the past due regulatory assessment fee, along with
statutory penalties and interest, to the Commission.

Furthermore, pursuant to Rule 29-24.520, Filorida
Administrative Code, EguiPhone is allowed 10 days after a <hange
occurs to file updated information indicating any changes in its
address {including = -eet :;.ame and address, post office box, and
city), telephone number and any change in the name and address of
the individual who 1is serving d4s primary liaitson with the
Commission. Mail to EquiPhone at 1its address of record was
undeliverable, It has been well over 10 days. EquiPhone has not
furnished a new mailing address, phone number, or lieais,on
information, Neither has it requested ccancellation of a1ty
certificate pursuant to Rule 2%5-24.514(7), Florida Administrdative
Code,

Also pursuant to Rule 25-24.514(1)(b} and {c}, Flortia
Administrative Code, and Section 3G4.285, Florida 5Statutes, wo
therefore find it appropriate to cancel] EguiPhone's certiticate,
unless EquiPhone pays a 5500 fine and supbmits the reguired
information, for failure to comply with Rule 25-24.520, Florida
Administrative Code.
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EquiPhone must comply with these requirements within five
business days from the date this Order becomes tinal. The tinesn
will be transmjitted to the Comptroller for deposit in the state of
Florica General Revenue Fund, pursuant Lo Section 304,516, #lorida
Statutes.

when the appropriate fee, statutory penalties, interest
charges, fines and information are received, this docket shall be
closed. Should EquiPhone fail to comply with this Order within
five bus.ness days from the date this Order becomes 1inal,
EquiPhone shall have its certificate canceled and the docket will
be closed. The cancellation of the certificate and the (losing of
the docket in no way diminishes EquiPhone’'s obligation to pay the
applicable delinquent regulatoiry assessment fee, statutory
penalties, and interest.

Should EquiPhone’s certificate be canceled, all certificated
local exchange companies are instructed to discontinue service to
FquiPhone, pursuant to Rule 25-24.510, Florida Administrative Code,
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity Reguired. Any
certificated local exchange company providing service to EguiPhone
must contact the Commission at the conclusion of the rrgponse
period indicated herein in order to determine if FEquiPfhone’s
certificate has been canceled.

Based on the foregoing, it is

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that
FquiPhone Syste , Inc., shall pay ita past due requlatory
assessment fee, statutory penalties, interest charge, and a $500
fine to the Florida Public Service Commission for failure Lo comply
with Section 364.336, Florida Statutes, and Rule 25-4.016l1, Florida
Administrative Code, within five business days from the date this
Order becomes final. The fine will be transmitted to the
Comptroller for deposit in the Stale of Florida General Revenue
Fund., It is further

ORDERED that EquiPhone S5ystems, Inc.,, shall pay a 5500 fine
and submit the required information to the Florida Public Service
Commission for failure to comply with Rule 25-24.520, Florida
Adminlstrative Code, within five business Adays from the date this
Crder becomes final, The fine will be transmitted to the
Comptroller for deposit in the State of Florida Genercl Revenue
Fund. It is further
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QRDERED that should EquiPhone Systems, Inc.,, fail to comply
with this Order, EquiPhone Systems, Inc.’'s certificate shall be
canceled, and the docket shall be closed. It is further

ORDERED rthat the cancellation of the certificate ond the
closing of the docket 1in no way diminishes EquiPhone Systens,
Inc.'s obligation to pay the applicable delinquent regulatory
assessment fee, statutory penalties, and interest charges. It is
further

ORDERFD that all certificated local exchange companies shall
discontinue service to EquiPhone Systems, Inc., ipon verification
of the cancellation of the certificate at the conclusion of the
response period set forth in this Order. It is further

ORLERED that the provisions of this Order, issued as proposed
agency action, shall become final and effective unless an
appropriate petition, in the form provided by Rule 25-22.016,
Florida Administrative Code, is received by the Director, Division
of Records and Reporting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee,
Flprida 32399-0850, by the close of business on the date set forth
in the "Notice of Further Proceedings or Judicial Review" attached
hereto, It is further

ORDERED that in the event this Order becomes final, this
docket shall be closed —on payment of the fines, and fees, or upon
cancellation of the certificate.

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission this &th
day of March, 1998,

BLANCA S. BAYO, Director
Division of Records and Reporting

By: Kay Fl!nn, Cﬂief

Bureau of Records

( S EAL)
cJp
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L] CIAL PEVIEW

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section
120.56%1{1,, Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any
adminis*rative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. This notice
should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief
sought.

Mediation may be available on a case-by-case Dbasis, If
mediation 1is conducted, 1t does not affect a4 subsatantially
interested person’s right to a hearing.

The action proposed herein is preliminary in nature and will
not become effective or final, except as provided by Rule 25-
22.029, Florida Administrative Code. Any person whose substantial
intereasts are affected by the action proposed by this order may
file a petition for a formal proceeding, as provided by Rule 25-
22.029(4}, Florida Administrative Code, in the form provided by
Rule 25-22.036(7)(a) and (t), Florida Adminiscrative Code. This
petition must be received by the Director, Division of Records and
Reporting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, Floricda 32399-

0850, by the close of business on March 27, 1998,

In the absence of such a petition, thic order shall become
effective on the day subsequent to the above date as provided by
Rule 25-22.029(6), Florida Administrative Code.

Any object.ion or protest filed in this docket before Cthe
issuance date of this order is considered dbandoned unless it
satisfies the foreqoing conditions and is renewed within Lhe
specified protest period.

If this order becomes final and effective on the darte
described above, any party substantially affected may request
judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an
electric, gas or telephone utility or by the First District Court
of Appeal in the case of a water or wastewater utjlity by filing a
notice ot appeal with the Director, Division of Records and
Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the filing
fee with the appropriate court. This filing must be completed
within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this order,
pursuant to Rule 9,110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The
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notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900¢(a),
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. Accordingly, staft
recommrends that the Commission assess a $500 fine for failure to
comply with Commission rules or cancel certificate number 4529 it
the fine and the regulatory assessmunt fees, along with statutory
penalties and interest, are not paid within the specificd ime,






