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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SF.fotVIf'E COMMI!1!>ION 

In re: Application for amendment 
of Certificate No. 363-W by 
Sunshine Utilities of Central 
Florida, Inc. in Marion Caunty. 

DOCKET NO. 971297-WU 
ORDER NO. PSC-9A-0385-FOF-WU 
[SSUED: March 11, 1998 

The following Commissioners participated 1n the disposition <Jf 

this matter: 

JULlA L. JOHNSON, Chairman 
J. TERRY DEASON 
SUSAN F. CLARK 

JOE GARCIA 
E. LEON JACOBS 

ORDER AMENPING CERTIFICATE TO INCLUQE ADDITIONAL TERRITORY 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION 
ORDER APPROVING SPECIAL SERVICE AVA! LAB I LIT'{ AGBj;EMENT 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Florida Public Service 
Commission that the action discussed herein, dpproving Lh~ se.rvicL 
availability agreement, is preliminary in nature and will b~comc 
final unless a person whose int~rests are substantially affecttd 
files a petition for a formal proceeding, pursuant to Rule 25-
22.029, Florida Administrative Code. 

Backgroupd 

Sunshine Utilities of Central Florida, Inc. (Sunshine or 
utility) filed an application with this rnmmission (or a qukk t.1kP 
amendment of Certificate No. 363-W to includr> .Hiditional tt!rrit1ny 
in Marion County. Sunshine is d Cla~:.; H ut ilily whtch pn>lides 
water service to alproximately 2,~~4 wat~r customers. Wastewater 
sPrvice is provided by septic tanks. The utility's 1996 annual 
report shows an annual operating revenue of $700,856 and a nfH 
operating income of $52,654. The utility seeks to am~nd 
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Certificate No. 363 -w to provide serv i '"'' 1 o :wv~>n mubi lt: home 
residents whose private well~ have been contdminated. 

Special Service Availability Agreement 

On January 20, 1998, the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) entered into a Special Service Availability 
Agreement with Sunshine in order to provide primary funding for a 
main extension to serve seven individuals with contaminated WP.lls. 
Pursuant to Section 376.307, Florida Stdtutes, the Df.P Water Supply 
Restoration Program is authorized to expend funds from the Water 
Quality Assurance Trust Fund to restore or replace contaminated 
potable water systems. This statute provides for subsidies to 
connect these potable water supplies to existing public Wdl er 
supply systems or extensjons thereof, provided that no such subsidy 
shall exceed the present worth of the ten-year cost of providing 
and maintaining filters for the residents served by the 
connections. The ten-year present worth cost of providing filters 
to the homes at issue on the proposed water line ~xtension i.s 
$31,665.32. 

The provisions of the Special Service Availability Agreement 
are that the DEP will pay the utility a $342.86 hook-up fee and a 
$15 miscellaneous service charge. The utility also ptoposes to 
charge $117 for a backflow prevention dev~~e for each of the seven 
customers. Sunshine does not have a tariff charge for backflow 
prevention devices. However, DEP requires that these devices be 
installed in the case of contaminated wells. The sum of these 
three connection charges is $474.86 per customer. This portion of 
the cost represents the utility1 s connection fees, anci will bt 
reimbursed by DEP at a total amount of $3,324.02. Pursuant to 
Section 376.307, Florida Statutes, thP. remdining portion to be paid 
by the DEP is $29,561.30 which is the difference in total funding 
available and the maximum connection fePs to be paid by DEP. It is 
estimated that the cost of the main extension, ind ud ing 
engineering and construction, will be approximately $31,69~.32. 

The Special Service Agreement was necessary for two reasons. 
First, the utility does not have a provision to accept donntt'd 
lines. 1'he DEP agreement would cover the s~rvicc avail.1bility 
charges and provide for recovery of ~ substantial portion of the 
main extension expense, which would then be donated to lhe utility. 
Second, the mandatory installation of backflow prevention devices 
required by DEP is not authorized by the utility's tariff. 
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After reviewing the Special Service Availability Agreement, wn 
find that it benefits the short and long-term interests of tho 
customers and the utility, The new customPr s wi 11 receive 
uncontaminated drinking water. The Special Service Availability 
Agreement will not impact the rates of existing customers because 
DEP is paying for the extension. Based on the foregoing, we find 
it appropriate to approve the Special Service Availability 
Agreement between Sunshine and DEP. 

Correction to Tariff 

In researching the appropriate secvicf• t~Vdlldbi J it y dJt~I'f~~s 
for the Special Service Availability Agreement, we discovered-an 
error in Sunshine's tariff. This error was caused when t h(~ 
utility's tariff sheet was inadvertently changed to comply with our 
Division of Water and Wastewater's model tariff. The service 
availability charges in Sunshine's tariff sheet w~re incorrect. 
Therefore, the utility shall !ile the revised tariff to reflect the 
appropriate service availability charges which are indicattd on 
Attachment A of this Order, which by reference is incorporated 
herein. 

Application 

The application filed pursuant to Rule 2~-30.036(2) (3), 
Florida Administrative Code, is in compliance with Section 367.C45, 
Florida Statutes, and other pertinent statutes and provisions of 
the Florida Administrative Code. In particular, the dppli~ation 
contains a filing fee in the amount of $100, as required by Rule 
25-30.020, Florida Admin1strative Code. Sunshine provided a copy 
of a warranty deed as proof that it owns the land upon which tha 
facilities are located, pursuant to Rub:.> 2S-10.0H'J()) (<J), Florida 
Admin~strative Code. 

Adequate service territory and systems maps dnd a territory 
description have been provided, as prescrihed by R~le 25-
30.036(3) (e), !!), and (1), F'lol.ida Aiministrdtiv<: Code. The 
territory which Sunshine has requested to serve is shown on 
At tachmen-.: B of this Order, which by reference is incorporated 
herein. 

Sun: hine provided proof of compl lance w i tt1 the noticing 
reguirements set forth in Rule 25-30.030, Floridd Administrative 
Code. The application states that the seven cLstomers' wells have 
been contaminated and the DEP currently has Lhese systems on water 
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filters. To seroJe these customers the utility will extend its 
water linE's. In addition, according to the DEP, there cHe no 
outstandinq notices of violation aqainst the utility. 

Sunshine has been in existence since 1914. The Lakeview Hills 
water treatment plant has a design capacity of ~1,000 qallnrHi pt•r 
day ( gpd) and the cur rent peak flows i ~ 1 ~. iOO qpd. Till• 'l••vt>tt 
customers can be easily be added tu tht~ w.•t••r t nJ<~t.m,ml plant. The 
utility proposes that Wclti.!l titu:!s will be contributed by the fJEP. 
Therefore, it appears that this amendment will have no negc.·tive 
effect on the financial ability of Sunshine to provide service to 
the customers in the additional territory. 

In accordance with Rule 25-30.036(2), Florida Administrative 
Code, a request for service expans1on shall be considered approved 
if no protest is timely filed to the application. No protests have 
heen filed and the time for such has expired. Based on the 
foregoing, we believe that it is in the publi~ interest to 
acknowledge the quick take amendment a~plication for Sunstdne, to 
add the additional territory shown on Attachment B of this Order 
which by reference 1 s incorporated herein. Sunst.ine has ret urnE>d 
Certificate No. 363-W to the Commission for entry reflecting the 
additional territory. 

Bates and coarges 

Sunshine's approved rates became effective on Sept~mbPr 13, 
1997, pursuant to a price index. Sunshine's rdt~s Wt!re e~tablished 
by Order No. PSC-94-0738-fOF-WS, issued June 1~, 1994 in Docket No. 
900386-WU, a rate case. The utility's apJ:roved service 
availc1bility charges were effective August 10, 1~~9, pursuant to 
Order No. 20707, issued February 28, 1989 in Docket Nu. 880907-WU, 
c1 transfer case involving the LaJo:ev iew Hills system. Sunshine 
shall charge the customers in the additional territory the rates 
and charqes approved in its tariff until authorized to change by 
this Commission in a subsequent proceeding. The utility will file 
revised tariff sheets rP.flecting the additional ter·ritr·ty. 

Based on the foreQoinq, H i!i 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Co!Miission that sunsh1ne 
Utilities of Central Florida, Inc.'s application lor dmendment of 
Certifi-:ate No. 363-W, is hereby <JCJtnowledged tu include the 
territory described in Attachment B of this ~rder. lt is further 

l 
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ORDERED that the Special Service Availability Agreement 
between Sunshine Utilities of Central Florida, Inc. anJ th0 
Department of Environmental Protection is herehy approved. It i~ 
further 

ORDERED that Sunshine Utilities of Central Florida, Inc. :>hall 
charge the customers in the additional territory 'he rates dnd 
charges as approved in its tariff until authorizPd to change by 
this Commission in a subsequent proceeding. It is further 

ORDERED that Sunshine Utilities of Central Floridn, Inc., 
shall file a revised tariff sheet specifying the charges in Orders 
Nos. 20707 and 17733. 

ORDERED that the provisions of tt1is Order, issued as proposed 
agency action, shall become final and effect iv0 unlt>ss an 
appropriate petit ion, in the form provided 2 ~-2~. U J6, Florida 
Administrative Code, is received by th«: Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32399-0850, by the close of business on the date set forth 
in the "Notice of further Proceedings or Judicial ~~view", attached 
hereto. It is further 

ORDERED that in the event tt- .. s Order becomes final, this 
Docket shall be closed. 

By ORDER of the Florida ~ublic Service Commission this ~ 
day of March, lJia. 

(SEAL) 

HO 
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NOTICE Of fURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL BEVIwW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 
120.569(1), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any 
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders th.lt 
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, dS 

well as the procedures and time limits th~t ~pply. This notice 
should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief 
sought. 

As identified in the body of this order, our action dpprovinq 
the special service ~vailability agreement is prelimindry in ndtur~ 
and will not become effective or final, except dS providnd ~y ~ulf• 
25-22.029, Florida Admin1strative Code. Any person ~hose 

substantial interests are affected by the action proposed by this 
order may file a petition for a formal proceeding, as provided by 
Rule 25-22.029(4), Florida Administrative Code, in the form 
provided by Rule 25-22.036 (7) (a) and (f), Florida Administrative 
Code. This petition must be received by the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting, at 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32399-0850, by the close of business on ~pril l, 1998. If 
such a petition is filed, mediation may be availdble on a case-bJ
case basis. If mediation is conducted, it does not affect a 
substantially interested person's right to a heari11g. In the 
absence of such a petition, this order shall become effective on 
the date subsequent to the above date as providPd by ~~lie 2S-
22.029(6), Florida Administrative Code. 

Any objection or protest filed in this docket bet ore the 
issuance date of this order is considered abandoned unless 1t 
satisfies the foregoing conditions and is renewed ~ithi~ the 
specified protest period. 

If the relevant port ion of this order becomes f ina 1 c:sr,d 
effective on the date described above, any pa.fty adversely affect-:d 
may request judicial rev1ew by the Florida Supreme Court in the 
case of an electric, gas or telephone utility or by the F'i rst 
District Court of Appe.tl in the Cd~H_. of .t watPr or WrH>te~ater 

utility by filing a notice of appeal with the LJirector, UiviBifJn of 
Records and keporting and filing a copy of the notice ot dppeal dnd 
the filing fee ~lth the appropriate court. This filing mu~t be 
completed ~ithin thirty (30) days of the effective da~e 0f this 
order, pursuant to Rule 9.110, Floridri Rv.le::~ o( Appellate 
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Procedure. The notice of dpp~al mu~t be iu rh" f(,rm speciti~d ir1 
Rule 9.900(a), Florida Rules of Appellate ProceJurc. 

Any party adversely affected by the Commission's final action 
in this matter may request: (1) reconsideration of the decision by 
filing a motion for reconsideration with the Directur, Division ot 
Records and Reporting within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of 
this order in the form prescribed by Rule 2 5-22. 060, florida 
Administrative Code; or (2) judicial review by the Florida Supreme 
Cour-t in the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility <:>r thf' 
First District Court of Appeal in the case of a water or wastewater 
utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the nor.icP of appeal rtnd 
the filing fee with the appropriate r:ou.rL. 'l'hi~i t iliuq mu:;t 1, .. 
completed within thirty (30) days aftP.r the issudnce of this order, 
pursuant to Rule 9.110, florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The 
notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900(a), 
florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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Service Availability Charges 
All Systems Except Whispering Sands and Lakeview Hills 

Meter Installation Charge~ 

5/Bff X 3/4" - $100 
1" and above - Actual Cost 

System Capacity Charge 

Per ERC - S420 

Whispering Sands Cll 
Customer Connection Charge 

Per Quadraplex - S300 (Includes meter and 
service line connection) 

connection) 

Lakeview Hills !41 
Connection Charae 

Per ~RC - S400 (lncludes meter and service line 

(1) Transferred to Sunshine Utilities by Order No. 177331 issued on 
Jur.e 22, 1987. 
(2) Transferred to Sunshine Utilities by Order No. 2070./, iss·,ed on 
February 6, 1989. 
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IQIIIJII QTILITIIS or I'LQBIDA I DfC I 

IMI'/III BILLS DDI IIJWICI ANA 

fowptbip 17 

lactiOD 1 

Beginning at the Southwest corner of Section 1, Township 17 
South, Range 23 East; thence run North 89°31'48" E.ast a distance of 
800.00 feet; thence North 89°31'48" East a distanc~ of S20.99 feet; 
thence North 00°09'18" West for a distance of 1179.19 !ePt; thenre 
South 67°22'30" East for a distance of 1401.12 fett; thence North 
00°19'53" West for a distance of 1062.4S feet; thence South 
89~06'59" West for a distance of 340.00 feet; thence South 
00°19'53" East for a distance of 20.00 feet, thence South 89°06'~~" 
West for a distance of 283.00 feet; thence North 00°19'~3" West for 
a distance of 59.61 feet; thence South 88°42'~,7" West for a 
distance of 426.51 feet; thence South 00'19'53" East for a distance 
of 173.08 feet; thence North 67"22'30" West a distance of 664.00 
teet, more or less; thence North 27°14'14" East for ~ distance of 
340.98 feet; thence North 71°01'10" West (or d disl<HICP of ~'44.18 
fetot:, more or less; thence South 21"1S'10" Wt!st for a distance of 
324.44 feet; thenc~ North 67°22'30" West a distance of 331.70 feet; 
thence South 00° 0 1' 09" West for a :H stance of 4 70 . .l2 feet; thence 
South 67°22'30" East a distance of 233.29 feet, more or less; 
thence due South a distance of 4B~.6S feet; thence continue due 
West a distance of 660. 00 feet: thence due South a distance of 
975.05 feet to the Point of Beginning. Containing 69 acr:' s, mor~ 
or less. 




