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By Order No. PSC-96-0620-FOF-TL, issued May 8, 1996, the
Commission denied the reguest for EAS from the Haines Cicy
exchange to all exchanges located within Polk County. The
Commission determined that none of the routes qualified for non-
opticnal, flat rate, two-way EAS or an alternative toll relief
plan. Since the traffic data on the intralATA routesa did not
indicate a community of interest, the Commission cencluded rhat
additional interLATA traffic information would not change the
result.

On May 28, 1996, the ity Commipsion of Haines City filed a
protest of Order No. PSC-96-0620-FQOF-TL, and requested a formal
hearing.

By Crder No. PSC-96-1034-PCO-TL, issued August 8, 1996, the
Commigsion set this matter for hearing to consider community of
interest factore other than traffic data.

By Order No. PSC-96-15453-PCO-TL, iesued December 19, 1983,
the Commiasion determined the issues to be resolved in this
dockert.

By Order No. PSC-3$7-0419-PHO-TL, issued on April 15, 1597,
the Commission eastablished the procedures governing the handling
of confidential information, prefiled testimony and exhibits,
the order of witnesses, and post hearing matters.

Oon April 22, 1997, the Commission held a public and
technical hearing in Haines City, Florida.

At the July 15, 1%97, Agenda Conference, the Office of
Public Counsel (QPC) requested a deferral in order to allow the
parties time to try Lo negotiate a gectlement. Tl >» request for
deferral was granted.

On September 5, 1997, OPC filed a Request to Addrese the
Commission at the Agenda Conference. By its request, OPC suught
te allow each party five minutes to address the Commisgsion
regarding staff‘s recommendation at the Cctober 7, 1997, agenda
conference,

On September 8, 1997, GTEFL responded in oppositicon to OPC's
request to address the Commiesion at the Ocrober 7, 1997, agenda
conference.

By Order No. PSC-97-130B-FOF-TL, issued October 22, 1997,
GTEFL was reguired Lo survey the Halnes City/Lakeland, Haineon
City/Bartow, and Haines City/Polk City routee for non-optional,
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two-way EAS within 45 days of the issuance of the Cider. In
accordance with that Order, the survey should have been mailed to
the cuatomers by December 6, 1997,

On November 13, 1997, the QOffice of Public Counsel (OPC)
filed a Motion to Extend Time for Survey by an Additional 45§
Days. Therein, OPC asked that the deadline for GTEFL to conduct
the survey of the Haines City routes be extended in order to
avoid holiday conflicts.

By Order No, PSC-97-1610-PCO-TL, ilssued December 27, 1997,
the Commission granted OPC’s Motion to Extend Time for Survey.
The survey was to be malled by January 20, 1998. This
recommendation addresses the resulta of the survey.
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TABLE A
SURVEY RESULTS
NUMBER PERCENT OP PERCENT OF
TOTAL MAILED TOTAL
RETURNED
Ballots Mailed 27,490 100.00%
{includes 605}
Ballots Returned 11,968 43 .54%¢+ 100.00%
(includes 605)
For EAS 5,058 18.40% 42 26%wn
[includes 605)
Against EAS 6,879 25.02% 57.43%
Invalid 31 .12% .26%
- Rule recuires 40% of the ballots mailed muat be returned.
LA Rule requires a majority {(»>50%) of the ballota returned must vote
favorably (40% reguiremant must be met regardless of majority
vote) .

Baged on the results of the survey, the routes did not meet
the requiremencs of Rule 25-4.063(6), Florida Administrative
Code, for nonoptional, two-way, flat rate EAS. Therefore, EAS
should be denied.
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ISSUE 2: Shouid any alternative form of toll relief be ordered
on the Haines City/Lakeland, Haines City/Bartow, or Haines Cilty/
Polk City routes?

STAFF _RECOMMENDATION: Yea, staff recommends that the Commisaion
order GTEFL to implement BECS on the Haines City/Lakeland, Haines
City/Bartow, and Haines City/Polk City routes. Residential
customers should pay $.25 per call regardless of duration, and
business calle should be rated at $5.10 for the first minute and
5.06 for each additional minute. IXCe may continue to carry the
same type of traffic on those routes that they are now authorized
to carry. ECS should be implementad on these routes as soon as
poeaible but not to exceed six monthe from the iesuance of an
order repulting from this recommendatior., (SHELFER)

BTAFF ANALYBIS: Since the Commiesion determined that a sufficient
community of interest existed on these routes to survey for
nonoptional EAS, staff belleves these routes warrant an
alternative toll plan. Specifically, staff recommende that the
Commission order GTEFL to implement ECS on the Haines
City/Lakeland, Haines City/Bartow, &nd Haines City/Polk Ci-y
routes. Residential customers should pay $.25 per call
regardless of duration, and buainess calls should be rated at
5.10 for the first minute and $.06 for each additional minute.
IXCs may continue to carry the same type of traffic on those
routes that they are now authorized to carry. ECS should be
implemented on these routes as soon as possible, but not *to
exceed 8ix months from the issuance of an order repulting from
this recommendation.

ISSUE 3: Shoul this docket be closed?

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Yes. With the approval of either Issues 1
or 2 this docket should be cloped, Staff will monitor this
docket to ensure that GTEFL timely files the appropriate tariff.
If Iesues 1 and 2 are denied, this docket should be closed with
no further action. {(KBATING)

STAFF ANALYHIS: Yes. With the approval of either Iesue 1 or 2
this docket should be closed. Staff will moniter this docker to
ensure that GTEFL timely files the appropriate tariff, If Issues
1 agd 2 are denied, this docket should be cloased with no further
action,






