
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIJN 

:n re : Purchas~d gas adjustment 
(PGA true-up . 

DOCKET NO . 98CJv3-GU 
ORDER NO . PS:-98-0546-CFO-GU 
ISSUED: Ai.H il 20 , 1998 

ORDER GRANTING CONFIDENTIAL CLASSIFICATION FOR PORTIONS Of 
FLORIDA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMPANY ' S DECEMBER, 1997 , PGA fiLINGS 

(DOCUMENT NO . 011 42-981 

Pursuant to Section 366 . 093 , Florida Statutes , and Rule 25-
22 . 006 (4) , Florida Administrative Code , Florida Public Utllities 
Company (FPUC) requests confidential classification of portions of 
its purchased gas adjustment (PGA) filing for the month of 
December , 1997. FPUC asserts that the information for which it 
requests confidential classification is confidential proprietary 
information the disclosure of wh1 c h would harm FPUC or its 
ratepayers . FPUC also ma1ntains that this 1nformation is intended 
to be and is treated by FPUC as proprietary and confidential . 
Simila r information has previously been granted confident1al 
classi f1 cation in Order No . PSC-96-0532-CFO-GU issued 1n Docket 
No. 960003- GU on April 15 , 1996 . fPUC requests that this 
informat1on be granted confidential treatment for a period of 18 
months from the date of the issuance of this Order . fPUC alleges 
that this time is necessary Lo allow fPUC to negot ... ate future CJdS 

purchase contracts on favorable terms . 

fPUC requests that the information contained in Schedules A-1 
"Supporting Detail ," page 4A, lines 12-24 , Columns "vendor," 
"invoice , credit , check, or identifying number ," "invoice amount," 
and "classification breakdown , " be granted confidential 
classification because the information contained within these 
columns represents negotiated gas supply packages purchased from 
~uppl iers other than Florida Gas Transmiss1on Company. FPUC 
alleges that these prices vary ~ased on the operational :lexibility 
of each contract . FPUC maintains that these data contain the namP.s 
of gas suppliers from whom FPUC is purchasing gas suppl1es . F~UC 

~ontends that the release of suppli~r names would be detrimentdl to 
the interests of FPUC and its customers because it would prov1de cl 

competitor with a list of FPUC ' s suppliers . FPUC alleges that 
these data also contain information concerning volumes purchased 
and costs by gas supply source . FPUC asserts that ultim~tely, 

rPlPds)ng such information could provide competing gas suppl it~r~; 
with an advantage over FPUC. FPUC envisions a result1ng scenario 
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where1n suppliers may be less likely to m:ke price concessions. 
fPUC, therefore asserts th~t release of ~uch informat1on has the 
potential to lead to inflated price fix1ng by gas supplies. FPU~ 

alleges that potentially, releast.~ J. the Jforcment1oned informut.1on 
may result 1n higher gas costs wh1ch would hav~ to be passed along 
to FPUC' s customers . FPUC maintains that this information 1s 
contractua l information which, if made public , "would impair the 
efforts of the utility to contact for goods or services on 
favorable terms . " Section 366 . 093 ( 3) (d), Florida Statutes. FPUC 
also asserts that this information was provided to Commission staff 
at staff ' s request and is not part of the routine PGA filing . 

• 
FPUC also requests confidential classification for its 

Schedule A-3 , page 6 , lines 1-83, columns "purchased from, " "system 
supply," "end use , " "total purchased," "commodity dost/third 
party ," "other charge ACA/GRI/Fuel," "total cents per therm" 
because the information contained within these columns represents 
negotiated gas supply packages purchased from suppliers other than 
Florida Gas Transmission Company . These prices vary based o n the 
cperational flexibility of each contract . These data conta1n the 
n1mes of gas supp liers from whom FPUC is purchasing gas suppl1es . 
FPUC asserts that the release of supplier names would be 
detrimental to the interests of FPUC and its customers because it 
would provide a competitor with a list of FPUC' s suppliers . These 
data ,1lso contain information concern ing volumes purchdsed dllrl 

costs by gas supply source . FPUC maintains that releasing such 
information could provide competing gas suppliers with an advantage 
ove r FPUC . FPUC alleges that suppliers may be less likely to make 
price concessions . FPUC contends that release of such information 
has tLe potential to lead to inflated price fixing by gas suppl1t:>s . 
FPUC asserts that , potentially, release of the aforement1oned 
information may result in higher gas costs which would have to be 
passed along to FPUC' s customers . FPUC maintains that this 
inform.1tion is contractual 1nformation wht,h, ,f lll<ld~> fHJbl .~ , 

"wuuld impair the efforts ot the util1ty to contact for goods or. 
services on favorable terms . " Section 366 . 093(3) (d) , Florida 
Statutes . Additionally, FPUC asserts that the 1nformation 
contained in column "other charge ACA/GRI/Fuel" is a function of 
the cost of gas paid by FPUC to its oas suppliers . Release of such 
information would enable a third party to compute FPUC ' s cost of 
gas by supplier . FPUC alleges that this information is contractual 
information which , if made publ J..c , "would impair the efforts of the 
utility to contact for goods or servict:>s on favorable ter.ns ." 
~;r~c t ion 366 . 09l(J) (d) , FloridCl Stc~tut<>s . 
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FPUC requests confidential classificat on for its Schedule A-
4 , page 7 , lines 1-29, columns "producPt name," "rece1pt po1nt," 
"gross amount , " "net amount ," " mon'_hly gross ," "monthly net , " 
"wellhead price," and "citygate price" because the information 
contained within these columns represents negotiated gas supply 
packages purchased from suppliers other than Florida Gas 
Transmission Company . These prices vary based on the o perational 
flexibility of each contract . This information contains the names 
of gas suppliers from whom FPUC is purchasing gas supplies . FPUC 
alleges that the release of supplier names would be detrimental to 
the interests of FPUC and its customers because it would provide a 
competitor with a list of FPUC ' s suppliers . Thi s information also 
contains information concerning volumes purchased and costs by gas 
supply source . FPUC maintains that releasing such information 
could provide competing gas suppliers with an advantage over FPUC . 
Ultimately , FPUC alleges , suppliers may be less likely to make 
price concessions . Therefore, FPUC asserts that the release of 
such information has the potential to lead to inflated price fixing 
by gas supplies . FPUC maintains that , potentially, release of the 
aforementioned information may result in higher gas costs which 
would have to be passed along to FPUC's customers . FPUC alleges 
that t h is information is con tractual information wh ich , if made 
public , "would impair the efforts of the utility to contact for 
goods or services on favorable terms." Section 366 . 093(3) (d) , 
Flor ida Statutes . Additionally , FPUC asserts that the column 
"citygate price" is a function of the cost of gas paid hy FPUC to 
its gas suppliers . FPUC maintains that release of such information 
would enable a third party to compute FPUC ' s cost of gas by 
supplier . FPUC characterizes this information as contractual 
informatio n which , if made public, "would impair the efforts of the 
utility to contact for goods or services on favorable terms . " 
Section 366 . 093 (3) (d) , Florida Statutes. 

FPUC maintains that its gas invoices pages 21-25 , l1nes 1-80 , 
all columns are entitled to confidential classification . FPUC 
alleges that release of any or all of the information c o ntained in 
these pages and lines would be detrimental to the interest s o f FPUC 
and its customers because it would provide a competitor with a list 
of FPUC ' s suppliers . FPUC alleges that releasing such information 
could provide competing gas suppliers with an advantage over FPUC . 
FPUC alleges that suppliers may be less likely to make price 
concessions . FPUC asserts that the release of such info rmation has 
the potential to lead to inflated price fixing by gas suppliers . 
FPUC cont t=>nds that , potentially , release of the aforementioned 
informat~on may result in higher gas costs which would have to be 
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passed along to FPUC' s customers. Further" re, FPUC allegPs, it is 
contractually obligated to keep confidP11t1al all matenal rerms of 
its gas supply agreements and transactions between 1ts gas 
suppliers and the Company. FPUC maintains that each gas invo1ce 
represents negotiated gas supply packages purchased from suppliers 
other than Florida Gas Transmission Company . FPUC asserts that 
these prices vary based upon the operational flexibility of each 
contract . 

Upon review, the information for which FPUC requests 
confidential classification appears to be information concern1ng 
bids or other contractual data, the disclosure of which would 
impair the efforts of the company to contract for services on 
favorable terms . The information appears to relate to competitive 
interests , the disclosure of which would impair the competitive 
business of the provider of information. The information is, 
therefore, entitled to confidential classification under Section 
366 . 093(3) , Florida Statutes . As provided by Section 366.093(4), 
Florida Statutes , the information shall be held co~fidential for a 
period of eighteen months from the date of the issuance of th1s 
Order . 

It is therefore 

ORDERED by Commissioner Susan F. Clark, as Prehearing Officer , 
that the information described above and contained in Document No . 
01142-98, is granted confidential class1ficat1on . It is further 

ORDERED that the information described above and contained 1n 
Document No. 01142-98 is granted confidential classification for a 
period of eighteen months from th~ date of the issuance of this 
Order . It is further 

ORDERED that this Order will be the only notification to the 
parties of the date of declassification of Document No . 1142-98. 



. ' 
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By ORDER of Commissioner 
Officer, this 20th Day of April 

Susan 
_, 

c . Clark, 
1998 . 

SUSAN F . CLARK 

as Prehearing 

Commissioner and Prehearing Offi cer 

( S E A L ) 

GAJ 

NOTICE OF fURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 
120 . 569(1) , Florida Statutes , to notify parties of any 
administrative hearing or judicial r~view of Commission orders that 
is available under Sections 120 . 57 0r 120 . 68 , Florida Statutes, as 
well as the procedures and time limits that apply . This not ice 
should not be construed Lo mean all requests for an administrative 
hearing or judicial review will be grant~d or result in the relief 
sought . 

Any party adversely affected by this order , wh1ch is 
preliminary, procedural or intermediate in nature , may request: 1) 
reconsideration within 10 days pursuant to Rule 25-22 . 038(?) , 
florida Administrative Code , il issued by a Prehearing Ctf1cer ; 7) 
reconsideration within 15 days pursuant to Rule 25-22 . 060 , notida 
Administrative Code , if issued by the Commission ; or 3) JUdicial 
review by the Florida Supreme Court , in the case of an electric , 
gas or tel phone utility, or the first District Court of Appeal , 1n 
the case of a water or wastewater utllity. A mot 1on tor 
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reconsideration shall be filed with •ne Director , Div1sion '"'f 
Records and Reporting , in 1;he form rrescr1bed by Rule 25-22 . 060 , 
flor1da Administrative Code . Jurl1cial review of a preliminary , 
procedural or intermediate rulinJ or order is available if review 
of the final action wil l not provide an adequate remeay. Such 
review may be requested from the appropriate court , as descrtbed 
above , pursuant to Rule 9 . 100 , florida Rules o f AppellaL~ 

Procedure . 
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