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JOINDER OF SUGARMJLL WOODS CIVIC ASSOCIATION. INC .• 
MARCO ISLAND TAXPA YI!RS ASSOCIATION. AND RAINBOW 
SPRINGS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION. INC. IN I'ETITION OF 

ROBERT A. BIJ1TERWORTH, ATTORNEY GENERAL. FOR INITIA110N 
OF FORMAL PROCEEDINGS PURSUANT TO SECTION 120.57. 

FLORIDA STATUTES. TO MAKE FINDINGS NECESSARY TO ASSURE 
A RATE STRUcnJRE FOR BASIC AND NON BASIC 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE WHICIIIS FAIR. JUST 
AND EQUITABLE TO THE CONSUMERS OF THIS 

STATE, CONSISTENT Wmt TilE GOALS OF UNIVERSAL 
SERY!CE AND PETITION TO !NTERYENE 

The Sugarmill Woods Civic Association. IJIC .. lhe Marco Island Taxpayers As~iution, 

nnd the Rainbow Springs llomeowners Association. Inc. (!he »Associations"). through their 

undmigncd auomc:y. join Auomc:y General Robert A. Buucrworth in his pet ilion. d.atcd Muy 18. 

1998, seclting lhis Commission's initiation ofromull proceedings pursuant to Sccti1>n 120.57. 

Fl.orida Statutes, in connection with the requin:mc:nts of IIU 4 78S und seck lntcr"cntion us panics 
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an the above styled docket. ln support thereof. lhc Associations state: 

APP -- I. The Su!llllTllill Woods Civic Association. Inc. bun ossocintion of indlvidunls und 
CAf' 

~.!.~esscs residing In lhe Su~ill Wood.~ community. which Is located in Citrus County. 

CTR lorida. Most. if not all. oflhe members of the Sui!Drmill Woocl5 Civic A~intion.lnc. tnkc 
EAG --
LEG basic local telepho~ and long distunce or •oil telephone service from u:lecommuniauion .. • 
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BEFORE TI1E FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Rc: Procedures for Data..(lolhcrina 
for Legislative Rcpons 

) 
) ________________________ ) DOCKm· NO. 980647-TI. 

FILED: June 16. 1998 

JOINDER OF SUOARMILL WOODS CIVIC ASSOCIATION. INC .. 
MARCO ISLAND TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION. AND RAINBOW 
SPRINGS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION. INC. IN PEllllON 01 

ROBERT A. BU1TERWORTII. AlTORNEY GENERAl- FOR INITIATION 
OF FORMAL PROCEEDINGS PURSUANrTO SECTION 120.S7. 

FLORIDA STA11JTES. TO MAKE FINDINGS NECESSARY 10 ASSURE 
A RATE STRUCfURE FOR BASIC AND NONBASI(' 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SI·RVICE WJUCIIIS FAIR. JUS I 
AND EQUITABLE TO TilE CONSUMERS OF l iiiS 

STATE. CONSISTENT Win I Tl ll! GOAL~ OF UNIVERSAl. 
SERV ICE ANQ PETITION TO INTERYFNI· 

The SuglliTilill Woods Civic Association. Inc .. lhc Morco lslaml l'o.xpu)m As)()Cintion. 

nnd the Rainbow Springs Homeowners Assoc1o1ion. Inc. (lhc: "Associations'' I, through lhc:ir 

undersigned anomcy. join Auomey Gcncrol Robcn A. llullcl'\\onh in hi~ pct1tion. dated Mo) 18. 

1998. sed:inglhis Commission's initiation offonnal proceedings pumJIIlltto Sccuon 1:!0.57. 

rtorida Staru1cs. in connection with the requirements of 110 4785 nod sed. intcm:lllion ns p:11111:s 

in the above styled docket. In support thereof. lhc Atbociations SUite: 

I. The Sugarmill Woods Civic As.-.oclotlon. Inc. is Ill\ assoc:inllon of individual~ ond 

businesses residing in the SuiiDfTIIIII Wocld• communi!). "h1d1 I' lc>eiiii.'J 111 < llro• t '<~unl) . 

llnnJu Mo.\l,lfootall. of the mcmbcD of the SugMmill Woods Chic As50Ciation. Inc. uU.c 

basic local telephone and long diswu or toll telcphonc service: from tclc:conununicOJtlon' 
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compw1ics offering services in their geogrnphic urw. 1 he: contuct for the Sugnm1ill Wood.\ Civic 

Association, lno.ls: 

Jerome B. Kiley. President 
Su8J11111III Woocb Civic Association, Inc. 
91 Cypress Boulevllf'd. West 
Homosassa. Florldl! 34446 

2. The Marco Island Tnxpayers Association, ill Wl us:.ociationofindividuals and 

businesses residing on Marco Island. which is located in Collier County. FloridtL Most. if not all. 

of the members of the Marco Island Tnxpaycrs Association take basic local tc:lc:phonc and long 

distance or toll telephone service from telecommunications companies offering services in their 

geogmphic lll'ea.. The contaCt for the Marco l~land Tnxpaycrs Association. is: 

Fay Biles. Ph. D .. Pn:sidcnl 
Man:o Island Tnxpayers Associotion 
Post Office Box 1263 
Mnreo lsiMd, Florida 34146 

3. The Rainbow Springs l lomc:owncl'5 Association. Inc. is an DSMK:iation nf 

homeowners n:siding in the Rainbow Springs community. "hich is locotc:d in Marion County. 

Florida. Most, if not oil, of the members of the Rainbow SpriniiJ l lomcowners As.'IOI:iation. Inc. 

take basic local telephone and long distance or toll telephone service from telecommunications 

compunics offering services in their gcogrnphic area. ll1e contact li1r th.: Ruin bow Sprin~c~s 

Homeowners Association. Inc. is: 

Thomas G. Donovnn. Presidclll 
19333 s.w. 91" Loop 
Dunnellon. Floridl! 34432 
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4. The publie legishlll~'e history ofi-IB 4785 ntnkes cl~r thatt!!•! l~gislntion \\'liS 

initiated Wld championed by a coalition of telecommunications companies nnd othcnl including 

local exchange tclecommunicotion.s companies. intcrcxchongc tc:lccommunicotion.~o ce~mpnnics. 

providing primorily toll. or long-distance u:lecommunicotions services. and the cubic television 

industry, among other concerns. This coalition's initial goal wns to "buy the bcnelhs of 

competition" by enticing new entmms to the local exchange marikct throu!lh the scheme of 

doubling residential basic service mtcs O\'cr the coursc of scvcnll years. I he: consumer polltil'lll 

outrage that followed the proposed doubling of bo.sic local service mtcs necessarily ro:sulted in 

more modest goals being adopted by the industry coo it ion. Whillc one could quibble nhout the 

desired or suggested outcome th.c legislature is seeking from the Commission's "study" or 

analysis of this Issue. it should be reasonably clear. from the fact that the Lcglslnturc has 

determined that chnrges for intmstntc switched ncccss and other 5C!Viccs mny be set above: costs 

lllld may be providing an implicit subsidy of residential basic loealtclccommunicotions service 

rates in this slAte". thattbc Commissio .• is being invited. if not directed. to llnd that the co~t of 

locol residential telephone service: exceeds the rutl"S currently being charged. Implicit in Jouch o 

finding. if it is reached, is o conclusion that the local r•""identiol bnsic '!Crvlcc: rul•·s shnll ho\c: to 

be lm:n:llli4'<1. 

S. The Commission·s. detcrminntions regarding the "cost" of rrovidin~ hnsic locul 

residential service. c:specially In the face of' the Legislature's stated determination that such 

service is likely being subsidized by intra.~uue access fees 1111d other service:' I hut urc hc:inH 

chargco.l nt rutus in cxccu of their cost. urc highly likely to result in residential bo.sic local 

tclccommunicotions service roles being increased to members of the AsS()Ciations and all 
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residential teleeommuniCiltions tUSIOmm In Flurlda. Cooscquc~llly. the Associations und thdr 

members who IU'C ~idcntioltelecommunicotions cwtlllllcrs urc "persons whose sub•tuntinl 

interest., are being detennlned in the: procc:cding" and who IU'C. thus, entitled to ~lotus os panic.~ 

interveners in the instant docket as a matter of right . 

6. The Associations will not repc:ot oil the nllegotions of the Auome) General's May 

18. 1998 Petition, but will note their ugreement with the A nome:) Clcncml thot thc I5.\Ul'11 under 

con'lidcratlon arc JO cconomlca~iy slanlncw1ttu such ulnrgc proponion of the d tit.cn5 of this 

Stotc that the A.~intions ond their members ure dcorly entitled tn all the substontivc and 

procedural due process protections providc:d by Section 120.S7( a ). l~lorldtl Stotutes (the 

Administrotive Procedure Act). which protl'CtioM ci ti1..cns no" lhink an: fundumcntul uml 

unquct'tionc:d when having onc':s interests dctcmtined by an orm of ~:ovcmment. The importon<:c 

of attaining these protections for consumers is more ob1•iousl)' cssentini 11 here the issues tmdcr 

consideration ue exceedingly complex and the positions of the panics historicnll) highly 

disputed. 

WHEREFORE. the SugDnnill Woods Civic Association. Inc .. the Murc(l lslnml 

Ta;o:pnycrs Association. nnd the Ruin how Srrlnttft llnrn,:.mn''" A-.udntlun. Inc. joinRoben A. 

lluucmunh. Attomey Gencrol in his request that the Commission (I) initiate u fonnnl 

procccdini under Section 120.S7( I). Florida Stotutes. to implement the study und n:·pun~ 

required by tm 47RS ont.l (2) mul.e nrpmpriutc flm.linv n•·ccssnf) to u.ssurc o rotc structure for 

hn~ic ond nonbosic service which is fo.i r, just ond c:quitoblc 10 the consumers of this SUite. and 

fl'(jUCSI I hal they be grnntcd iltDIU\ ll~ paMirs lOt he 111•111111 f'll lt'Cetli llij. 
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R~~lfull) ~ubnullcd. 

Michael D. \\l>mcy 

J>ost Office Box 5256 
Tallahass«. florida 32314· . 56 
(850) 421-9530 

Auomcy for the nunk.'\1 A'-'<lCintion~ 

C ERDEICAJ E Of SERVICE 

ll lf:REOV CERTIFY that atru~ and accurate: copy or the rorc&1)ing hM hccn fumi~f~ll' 

Mail. pos1agc: ~paid. nn<l fDc~ornlle or cl«tronk rnailtu 1hc: folkm ing r;an•t) vn lhi~da) of 

w . t99s: 

Michael A. Oruss. P.aqulre 
Asslstanl Anomey Gc~~~:rul 
Onicc of the Anomc:y (icncral 
1'1 ·0 I The Caphul 
l allahassee. Florida 32399-1050 

Martha Cart~r Brown, Esquire 
mbrown~mai l.psc.slatc:.fl.us 
Division o fLcpl s~r. icc:~ 
l"lnridn l'ublic Sc:rvl~c: (.'onunls~ion 
25-10 Shumard Onl. lloulcvord 
I ollahasscc:, Florida 32399.{)863 

Charles J. Beck. Esquire 
b«kcharl~g.stale.fl.u\ 
"'"'cinlc: Puhlk ("uun-ol 
Ullkc ollhc: Public l"oun~l 

c ' The F:~>rida Leilslaturc 
Ill West Madison Street. Suite 812 
rollohassc:e. Florida 32399-1400 

Kimherly Cn\\•cll. l:•4uirc 
l. lmherly.ca~wcll'tlldll>fl'·ll•c.cum 

0 I I:. Horid~t lncorporatnl 
l'ost Office llox I I 0, I t I C0007 
rampa. FloridA 33601.{)110 
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