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ORIGINAL 

Rc: Rampart Utllltlu. Inc. AppllcOiion to Am1nd C1rtljlcaJ1 No. 497-S 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

The undersiaDed rcaxe~CD~~ Maple LeafEsta&es HomeoWDCn' Corporation which files this 
obje-:tion to the application to IIDIDd the refercoced ccrtific:ase. The reuons for the objec1ion are 
set forth below. In KCOI'dance with §367.045(4) Maple LeafEIWCI Homeowners' Corporation 
requests tbar the PubUc Service Comm.iuioniChedule a proceedina in or near Charlotte County to 
address the issues railed by the Rampmt applicatioD. 

Maple LeafE.mtes Homeownc:n' Corporltioo owns IDd opcnt.es Maple LeafEstates Mobile 
Home Park (hereinafter .. Map/1 IAilfj. Maple Leaf ICCOUDtl for approximalely 80'~ of Rampart 
Customers. The Rampat sewqe treetnwtt plaat ia located within a densely residential area of 
Maple Lea£ The R.mp.t plaat ia a small '"plckaae plam" coDitnleted in the late 1970's. The size 
and location oftbe treatment facilities dcmoDIInte the developer's intent wu to serve only Maple 
Leaf, altbouah admittedly, ill hDchl.1e uea iDcludes aaotbcr mobile bome park and some nearby 
residential aad coiiiiDacialueas. Maple Leaf il concerned about the environmental impact to ita 
residents resultina &om iDcreued c:ap~City caused by the expansion of the Rampart franchise area. 
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In tbe early 1990's, Chlrloae Couuly ecquired GeocnJ Development Utilities which the 
_ __,County now opca.res a CbartoUe CoUDI)' Utilities (bereinaftc:r "'CClr). When the CCU chatter was 

created. it speci1lca11y piOVided tbllany area within Charlotte Couoty, outside the franchise area of 
--·any existina private utility wa raerved a tbe CCU service area. Tbil ia consistent with the 

.PP ---Charlotte CoUDI)' COdlplebeuliW f\alure liDd U10 pllll. In 1D eftOn to briq the Rampart plant undet 

AF the CCU umbrella, the l'elidenll of Maple Leafpedtiooed Cbartoue Coun~y to establbb the Maple 
---:LcafEstatcsiVictoria Emta u.-w-l SeMcea W.Wmd Sewer 8cDdit Unit. The purpose of the 

·r.1u ... -..-
--MSBU wu to ftmd a poaible Couaty ~ ofRamp.rt Utilitiel. A court ordered appraiacr has 

'TR been appointed to CODduct ID initial lplftiA1 of. RmDpat Utilities to facilicat.e the ~Cquisition 
.NJ tbrouah the MSBU. It ia the UDdcn&IDdiDa oftbe UDdeni8Qed tbll the court ordered~ report 

1 wiU be completed sbol1ly . 
.EG 
.IN In recent yean. Rampart Utilities, IDe. bu been a DefCDdaot in two laWIUits. First was an 

action brouaht by Cblrloa.e Coumy for the noo-paymcm of bulk Wiler fuel IDd reserve C8{*ity fees. --
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Cbadguc Cowny YJ. RAmppt UtilitjM. Inc . Case No. 92·1996-CA-0 I, Twentieth Judicial Circuit. 
Charlotte County, Florida. In those proceedinp, Charlotte County souaht. and ~eived. the 
appointment of a Receiver which bu m..anqed tbe aucts of Rampart Utilitin since 1993. Second. 
Henry Wogds. et a1 vs. Bompert Utilitia.JgcJH"ih Keith. et al. Cue No. 93·17311 (04) Seven1eenth 
Judicial Circuit, Browan! Coumy, Florida. Tbe Broward County proceedinp souaht an accountina 
and dissolution of a Florida Limited Panuersb.ip which wu allqedly one of the owners ufRampar 
FoUowina a trial. the Circuit Court entered an order authoriz:i.Da the windina up and sale pendente 
lite of the Rampart assets. 

Peudina tbe sale ofRamput. it is atilllnlll.lled by a c:oun appointed Receiver. It is a well 
establi.sbcd priDciple of law that a R=eiver is appointed to preserve assets which are the subject of 
litigation duri.q tbe peodeDcy oftblllitiplioo. Tbe Receiver's powers and duties arc limited to 
those enumerated in the order of appointment Tbe order appoimina the Receiver does oot authorize 
the Receiver to seek ID expusion of tbe Rampart fiiDchile uea. 

In snmnwy, Maple Leaf objects to an IUempt to expend the Rampat Utilities fraocbise area 
becall!e tbe expansion is DOt IUlborizecl by the Receiver's appointment. is apinst the best interest~ 
of Rampart's current customers and contrary to the lona ranae plans of Charlotte County. 
Accordingly, Maple Leaf opposes tbe Rampart application to expand iu franchise area. 

Sincerely, 

RUDEN, McCLOSKY, SMITH, 

scHU)?U~ssh~A 
Robert 1. GiU v - · 

RJG/lss 

cc: Rampan Utilities,loc. c/o Theodore Steffens, Receiver 
Maple Leaf Estate~ Homeowcers' Corporation 
Richard Howell. Charlotte County Utilities 
Kathleen W. Errett, Assistant County Attorney 
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