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Mrs. Blanca S. Bayo 

August 17, 1998 

Director, Oiviaion of Recorda and Reporting 
Florida Pubic s.rm. Conmiulon 
2540 Stunard Oak Boulevard 
Tallaha1ee, Florida 32399 

RE: DOcket No. 180733-Tl 

Dear Mrs. Bayo: 

RECOI .DS AND 
REPORTING 

OkiGINA[ 

Enclo1ed are an original and 15 copies of BeiSouth Telecommunications, 
Inc. 'I Objectlofw to the Attorney Generar1 Third Req..-1 for Production of 
Documents .m· Firat Set of lnten'Ogatoriea. Please file thele documenta In the 
captioned docket. 

A copy of this letter Ia encloeed. Please mart( it to Indicate that the 
ortglnal wa1 filed and retum the copy to me. Copiel have been served on the 
parties shown on the attached Certificate of Service. 
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cc: All Parties of Record 
A. M. Lombardo 
R. G. Belltty 
W. J. Ellenberg (w/o enclosures) 
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ORIGINAL 
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBUC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Discovery for Study on Fair & ) Docket No.: 980733-TL 
ReMo."llble A-. Mel on Rel8tlonlhlpl) 
Among Coata Met a-.. Alaoeietld ) 
with Cert8ln T~ ) 
s.vtce. Provided by LEC.. • ) 
Requked by Chlpler 81-277. ) 
~--~----------' Flied: Augult 17, 1988 

. BEUIOUTH~TIONI,INC.'I 
OBJECTIONS TO 1IE Tl_., REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION OF 

DOCWENTS AND FIRST lET OF .. IERROGATORIEI OF 
. 1HE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

files, pui"'UMM to Rule 25-22.034 and 25-22.03!, Flortd8 Admi1Jitndlve Code, 

and Rules 1.340 Met 1.280(b), Florida Rulel of Clvl Procedure, the followtng 

Objectlona to the Thtrd Reque.t for Production of Documenta and Firat Set d 

1n1en0gatortea to 8eiSoulh r~ the Allomey 0enera1 rAttomey Genenlr). 

The objecllona liMed herein .. preliminary in nature Md ... made It 

this time for the purpoee d COf'l1)lylng wilh the ten-day requnment ... folth In 

the procedural order illued by the Florktll Public Service Commillion 

(.Commission, in the 8bcMM:aptioned dodcet. Should 8ddllloi1lll g,.,.,,. for 

objection be discovered • BeUSouth prepares Ita ~end anawera to the 

supplement revile, or modify II obfecllo.,. at the time that I..,._. Ia 

responMS Mel answers. Moreover, lhould BeiSoulh detern'W1e that a 

Ptotecti¥e Onter II necetl•ry wilh .....,.ct to •ny of the requested rutert.l, 
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BeiiSouth reserves the right to file a motion with the Conmluion IMkJng IUCh 

an order at the time th8t It MNel Ia reeponee~end enawera. 

GENERAL OBJECTIONS 

General's Third Rcqueat for Production of Oocumenta and Fnt Set of 

Interrogatories which wt1 be lncolporlded by 1eference Into BeiSouth'slpeciflc 

responses when ill ~and answers areurved on the Attorney Genera 

1. BeiSoulh objecll to the NqU8Ita to the eldlnt that auch r.queata 

seek to Impose an obligation on BeiSouth to relpOnd on behalf of IUblkllariel, 

atliliatM, or other pereona that .. not partiM to tNI CMe on the grounds that 

such requests are overly broad, unduly burdensome, oppreulve, and not 

permitted by .appbble dllcowlry rules. 

2. BeUSouth halinteqnted the Attorney Generara reqUMta to apply 

to BeUSouth'a regulated illhstllta operations In Florida lind wlllknit ill 

responses and anawera accordingly. To the extent that any n.que.t or 

interrogatory Is Intended to 8pply to matter~ other than Florida Intrastate 

operations subject to the jurisdiction of the Convnillion, BeiiSouth obfec* to 

such request to produce or Interrogatory aa Irrelevant. overty broed, unduly 

burdensome, and oppreulve. 

3. To the extent that the tequesta or Interrogatories ask for revenue 

veriftcation of the c:oM d8ta and ana~ IUbmitted by BeiSouth In compliancll 

with Chapter 98-277, Generallllwa of Florida. Nor 11 revenue Information 
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related to the cost of providing rwidential basic local telecommunlcationa 

service. 

4. To the extent that the requem and ittenoptortes 8lk for 

informatio.n rega~ing buaineaa or deregulated aervicel, BeiSouth objeda 

because such information il irrelevant to the c:oM of providing residential basic 

local telecorM1unicldioniiiNice. 

5. To the extent that the requests or Interrogatories require BeiSouth 

to perform a separate study or Malylil, BeiSouth objecla to providing auch 

information as being ouiiJde the ecope of the Commlulon Slafra original d.ta 

request and .. not being ....... to the verlflclltion ~the coM data end ~ 

submitted by BeiiSouth In cornpltance with Chapter 98-2n. General Laws of 

Florida. 

6. To the extent th8t the requeata or lnl8rrogatoriea 8lk for 

Information relevant only to the coat of pnMdlng realdentiaJ blalc local 

telecommunicationa aervtce In a rate beae, rate of return environment. BeiiSouth 

objects to provkting thla Information wheN price regulation apple1. 

7. BeiiSouth objeda to each and tNery ·requeat. Interrogatory, l!lld 

instruction to the extent that IUCh req...t. lnten'ogatory, or instruction cda for 

information which Ia exempt. from dilcovely by virtue of the attorney-dient 

privilege, WOf1c product privilege, or olher appbble privilege. 

8. BeiiSouth objeda to each Md .-y requeet or interrogatory 

insofar as the requeat or Interrogatory Ia vague, ambiguous, overty broad, 

impreclae, or utilfzea terma th8t.,. .ubject to multiple lnterpret8tlona but .. not 
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property deftMd or explained for pu1p01e1 of these requ.ta or lnterroptortel. 

Any,..,... or.....,. provided by 8eiiSouth In response to the Attorney 

GerMnra request and intetToptortea wil be provided subject to, and without 

waiver of, the foregoing objection. 

8. BeiSouth objects to each and every reque.t or tnterroptory 

Insofar aa the req...t or Interrogatory Ia not f8MOnllbly Cllculated to lead to the 

diaccMiry of lldmiaal»>e evidence and Ia not relev8nt to the subject matler of this 

action. BeiSouth willllt8mpt to note MCh lnatance where this objection apple1. 

10. 8eiSouth objects to the Attorney Gener81'a cllcovery req,ueata, 

interroploriea, lnllruclonl end de&lltloM, Insofar. they ... to lmpoee 

obligations on 8eiSouth that exceed the requirements of the Florida Rules of 

Civil Procedure or Florida lew. 

11. BeiSoulh objects to providing lnfonndon to the extent that such 

information Ia alrudy In the pubic record before the Florid8 Pubic Service 

Commiuion. 

12. 8eiSouth objects to each and fN81Y request or i•terrog.tory, 

Insofar aalt Ia unduly burdensome; ~. oppreaive, or exceuively time 

consuming u wrttl8n. 

13. BeiSouth objects to each and .very request to the extent that the 

jnform8tlon requeatlld condtulla .,... aecnta• which .. ptMeged pui8Uant to 

Section 80.508, ~ ~. To the extent that the AIDmey o.ner.J 

requeata proprietary conftdentlal bualneu Information which Ia not subject to the 
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counsel for the Attomey General pursuant to an appropriate Protective 

Agreement. subject to any other gener~~l or apeciftc objection• contained herein. 

14. BeiiSouth Ia a large corporation with employees located in many 

different locationlln Florida and In other lt8tel. In the COUI'Ie of Ita bualnell. 

BeiiSouth creates countleaa documents that are not subject to Florida Public 

Service Commialon or FCC retention of recorda requirements. These 

documents are kept in numerous locatJona that ate frequently moved from lite to 

alte aa employees change jobs or a the buaineu II reorganized. 'l'heretn. It II 

possible that not every document us been provided in response to these . 

obtained by BeiiSouth after a reaaonable and diligent search conducted in 

connection with this discovery. BeUSouth conducted a aearch of thole files that 

are reaaoNibly elCpected to ccnaln the requested information. To the extent that 

the dilcovery request purpora to requiAJ more, BeHSouth objects on the ground& 

that compliance would Impose an undue burden or expenae. 

15. In any Instance In which BeiiSouth agreea to produce documents, 

they will be produced at a mutudy agreeable time and place. In InStances In, 

which the documentation is 10 voluminous that copying or transporting the 

documents would be burdensome. BeiiSouth wUI make the documents availat*t 

for review upon BeiiSouth'a premlaea Where the documentlare located. 

SPECIFIC OBJEC110N8 TO REQUESTS FOR DOCUIIENTI 

BeHSouth provklea the folloW.-,g 8pecHic objec'AJona to the Attorney 

Generars Third Requ.t for Production of Oocumenta: 
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1. BeRSouth objects to the Attorney General's Request 8 to the extent 

the Attorney General 8SQ for an of BeiiSouth'a future responses provided in this 

proceeding. BeiiSouth ia not aware of any provision in the Floride Rulel of CtvH 

Procedure or the Florida AdminlltrltiYe Code which allows the Attorney General 

to riilte a continuing request for future responees to requests not 131 received 

by BeiiSouth. Should there be future requests served on BeiSouth for which the 

1 

Attorney General would lb copies of BefiSouth's reaponaea, the Attorney 

General can request coplea of thole reaponaea.t that time with what II 

cuatomartly referred to u a *me too• request. BeHSouth wil respond to any 

such requeet accordingly. The Attorney General, by making a continuing request 

IUCh aa thla, attempts to place an undue administrative burden on BeiiSouth to 

track which parties should receive copies of what pleadings and documents In 

the future. 

2. BeUSouth objects to Request 9 as asking for i1fonnation that is 

neither relevant nor reasonably calculated to lead to the dlacovery of admlaaible 

evidence. See BeiiSouth'a objection to lnterrogatoty 8 below and General 

Objection 4. 

3. BeUSouth objects to Request 12 lnlofar • it requests wortcpapers 

and other calculations which support BefiSouth'a answers to Interrogatory 9.c, d, 

e. and f, as being Irrelevant and not reaonably calcutlfled to lead to the 

diacovery of admlalltle evidence. See BeUSouth'a objection to Interrogatory 9.c. 

d, e, and f, and General Objection 3. 
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SPECIFIC OBJECTIONS TO INTERROGATORIES 

BetiSouth provides the following objections to the Attorney General's First 

Set of Interrogatories. 

1. BetiSouth objects to the information requeated in Interrogatory 1.a 

as being irrelevant and not reasonably calculated to lead to the diacovefy of 

admisaible evidence. Revenue Information which Ia requested In this 

interrogatory Ia not relevant to the verification of the COlt data and analyala 

submitted by BeiiSouth In CCJn1)lance with Chapter 98-277, Laws of Florida. Nor 

Ia the 1~ requested rellted to the COlt of providing retldentilll bale local 

teleconvnunications aervlce. See General Objectiont 3 and 5. 

2. BeiSouth objecta to Interrogatory 3.b to the extent that it requests 

Information regarding revenues. See General Objection 3. 

3. BenSouth objects to Interrogatories 5.b, c, d. and e as being 

Irrelevant and not reasonably calculllted to lead to the dilcover:y of admillible 

evidence. BeiiSouth will provide the allocation factora lUd in itlltudy • 

requested In Interrogatory S.a. The Information requested In Interrogatories 5.b, 

c, d, and e, however, Is lrrelevlnt and tpeCUiative. 

-4. BeiiSouth objects to lntelrogatoly 6 and al ~ ita aubparta as being 

irrelevant and not ruaonably Clllculated to lead to the dilcovery of admild)le 

evidence. The Information req....ted in Interrogatory 8 pertalna to deregulated 

servicel which ia not relevant to the veriftcation of the coet data and ·anaiyMa 

IUbmttted by BelfSouth in thle docket. The 18'87 ...,.,.clonl atudy requ.ted In 

Part I, Req.....t 3 ~the June 10th Divilion of Auditing Nqueat. a refel1ed to In 
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Interrogatory 8', pertained to ilttMtate only, not deregul8ted aervicel. T'he 

information requested by the Attorney General for deregulated tervicelll 

irrelevant to the cost of providing residential bale local .. lecommunlc8tione 

service. BeHSouth hal gone to great extremes to provide the relevant 

BeiiSouth by the Dfvillon of Auditing. BeiiSouth believes the Information which 

was provided il complete and lhould provide the Commiuion with the 

information necesury to complete ita study and formulate a report to the 

legislature regarding fair and reaiOn8ble rates for Florida'• cuatomer.. 

5. 8eiiSouth objectt to the Information requetted in lnterroglltory 7 by 

the Attorney General• being Irrelevant and not reaaonebly calculated to lead to 

the discovery of admiulble evidence in this case. The information requeated by 

the Attorney General re1atet to deregulated service~. Aa atecS above, and 

specifically with regard to Interrogatory 7, the revenuea, expenaea, plant In 

service and net investment for deregulated service has no errect on customer 

rates and are Irrelevant to tbe purpoae of~ fair and reasonable retea docket 

established by the Public Service Commission. ThJa interrogatory appears to be 

nothing more than a fishing expedition fOr information which hu no relevancy to 

the issues before the Commiuion in thia docket. 
. 

8. BeiiSouth' objectt to the Information requeat.d In lnterroptortet 

9.c, d, e, and f • being Irrelevant and not reasonably calculated to lead to the 

discovery of admiuible evidence. BeiiSouth hat provided In ita many~ in 

thlt docket the data UMd In Ita ltudles. 'The Attorney General'• requeat In thlt 



• 

interrogatory asks for Information baed on hypolheticallftU8tlona which have 

not occurred In thil caee. Such requests are lmtlevant. Furthermore, 

Interrogatory 8.e end f uk for lnfonnetion thet II not relevent to verifying the COlt 

data and anelyeellubmitted by BeiSoulh In thil ca... The data BeiiSouth has 

provided WM provided In compliance wllh Commllllon Rulli. 

7. BIISouth objecta to Req.,... 19 end 21 • 8lkJng for infonnlltion 

outside the scope of atudy • defined by· the Pubic 8eMce Commlllion and • 

requiring BeiiSouth to conduct eddltionel contribution enelyla not required by 

the Commiaion. 

8. BeiSouth objects 'tO Req .... 20 .. being lrrelewlnt and not 

reasonably celculated to lead to the discovery of edmial)le evidence. See 

General Objection 3. 

8·. BeiiSouth objects to Requeltt 23.a, .b, and d • .being Irrelevant In 

that the request .. for infonndon l8glldi'lg interate revenue~. See General 

O.bjections 2 and 3. 
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Respectfully submitted this 17th day of August, 1998. 

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

WILLIAM J. ELLENBERG II 
MARYKKEYER 
875 Welt Peachbee S1reet. 14300 
Allenla, Georv•l 30375 
(~)335-0711 
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CERnFICATE OF SERVICE 
Docket No. 110733-TL 

I HEREBY CERnFV that 1 true end corNet copy of the foregoing wu 

eerved via Hind-Delivery this 17th day of August. 1998, to the following: 

MichMI A. GrOll 
I 

Alelltant Attorney Genenll 
Ofllce of the Attorney General 
PL..01 The Capitol • 
Tallahaslee, Florida 32388-1050 




