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AUGUST 20, 1998 L)-· 

b 
DIRECTOR, DIVISION Or RECORDS AN D REPORTING IBAY0l 

DIVISION OF COMl-IUNICATIONS (lSLER)/ ~\~ /l;o 
DIVISI ON Or LEGAL SERVICES (OTTINOTJ~ ~ 

N 
N 

RE : DOCKET NO. 980789-TC - CANCELLATION BY F'LORlV>i I·UDLIC 
SERVICE COMMISSION Or PAY TELEPHONE CERT irJ CATE NO. JJn. 

ISSUED TO PUBLIC PIIONES, INC., f'OR VIOI..ATION Or RUL~; 2~-
4. 0161, F.A. C., REGULATORY ASSESSMENT n;c:s: 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES . 

AGENDA: 09/01/98 REGUIJ\R AGENDA - INTERESTED PEI\SONS 11.1\i' 

PARTICIPATE 

CRITICAL DATES: NON£ 

Sf-£CIAL INSTRUCTIONS: NONE 

FILE NAME AND LOCATION: S : \PSC\CMU\I'IP\9110789.RCM 

CAS£ BACKGBOUND 

Public Phones, Inc ., obtained Florldo l'uhllc :.;o•tvlcc 
Conunlssion Poy Tel ephone Ct•tt:lfic.ate Number 3325 on H.1y 70 , 1993 . 

In early December 1997, the Division o! AdmlnlstraLl on m11led 
the re9ulator y assessment fee (kAt) notice by certl f it• l mall . 
Staff received the return receipt fr om the Unit~d St<~tcs l ~s tal 

Sorvico showing that tho RAF' notico was signed for and d .. Jivered on 
December 19, 1997 . 

By memorandum dated June !'>, 1998, the f•lvi·J~n ... t 
Administration advised staff that Public Phones , Inc. h,oc.J not I•<Jtd 
i ts 1997 AAF, nor statutory penalties and 1ntcrcsL ot late Rh~ 

payments for the years 1994 , 1996, and 1997 . 
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UOCKET NO. 980789~ 
DATE: AUGUST 20, 1998 • 

After the docket was opened but prior lo ~to rr preparing its 
recommendation, the company paid its AAfs plus all statutory 
penal t i es and interest due . Jn additlon, Pub! ic Phonon, Trw. 
submitted a proposed settlflmcnt o ffer o f $ 100 tllttl 1.1<;rccd t o lu~t· 

tho necessary cortoctivo action. Thore!o re, staff bell eves th<' 
following recommendations are appropriate . 

PISCUSSION OF I S$UES 

I SBVE 1 : Should the Commission accept the setLlemvnL ofrc r 
proposed by Public Phones, Inc . to resolve the apparent violations 
of Ru le 25-4.0161, Florida Administrative Code , Regulatory 
Assessment Fees; Telecommun ications Companies? 

R£COMMEHDATIQH : Yes . The Commission should accept Public Phones , 
Inc . 's settlement o ffer. Any cont ribu tion should be paid by th~ 
company within five business days from the eff t•clive daLe o r the 
Commission Order . The commission s hould forward the contr1bution 
to the Office of the Comptroller fo r deposit in tho Sta te General 
Revenu~; Fund pursuant t o Section 364. 285(1) , florida Statutes. 
(Isler) 

STAFf 1\NAI,XSIS: Rule 25- 4. 0161 , Florida Ad!llinlstrative Code, 
requires the payment of regul atory assessment fees by Januar y JO o! 
the subsequent year for telecommunications compan1cs, and p~ov ides 
fo r penalties and interest as outlined in Section 350 .11 J , florida 
Statutes, t o r any delinquent amounts . 

On June 5 , 1998 , staff learned that Public Phones , Inc . had 
no t submitted the regulatory assessment fees Cor 1997, alonq with 
s tatutory penalties and interest cha rges for the years 1994 , !996, 
and 1997 . 

Af ter staff opened this docket but pr1or to f1l1ng the 
recommendation, on July 22, 1998, Public Phones, Inc . paid the full 
amount due the Commission, inc! uding statutory penal tles and 
interest charges for the previous years. The company advl sed sta( ! 
that its employee, who previously filed its RAf returns , was no 
longer employed by them. The AAF form was rorwa r ded to Pub! 1 c 
Phones' a ccountant, who i nadvertently f iled the form Instead of 
completing it . (ATTACHMENT A) 
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DOCKET NO. 980789~ 
OAT£ : AUGUST 20, 1998 • 

In recognition of its apparent violation o r Rule 25-4. 0161 , 
Florida Administrative Code, Public Phones, Inc. 1Ubmitted a 
settlement offer . (ATTACtMENT B) The company agreed to pay future 
regulatory assessment fees in a timely manner and contribute $100 
to the State General Revenue FUnd. Staff believes the tctms ot tho 
settlement agreement as summarized in this recommendation are fair 
and reasonable since the company's total revenues for the 1!197 RAF" 
calculation was Sl,563. Any contribution should be paid by the 
company within five business days from the effect1ve date of the 
Commission Order. The Commission should forward the contribution 
to the Office of the Comptroller Cor deposit in the State General 
Revenue Fund pursuant to Section 364.285(1), F"lorlda Statutes . 

ISSVE 2: Should this docket be closed? 

BECQt:tiENQATION : 
recommendation in 
contribution, this 

Yes, 
Issue 

docket 

i! the Commiss1on approves staff' s 
1 and upon remlttance o! the SlOO 

should be closed. (Ottinot) 

STAfF 1\NN,XSIS : If the Commission approves staff's recommendallon 
in Issue 1, and upon r emittance of the $100 contribution , this 
docket should be closed . Tho contribution should be forwarded to 
the Office of the Comptroller for deposit in the State General 
Revenue Fund pursuant to Chapter 364.285(1), F"lorlda Sta t utes . 
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July 17, 1998 

Ms Blanca S Bayo 

Florida Public: Service Commiuion 

Capi1al Circle Office Cen1er 

2540 Shumard Oalc Blvd. 

Tallahassee, A 32399-0850 

C jU(f,hu~J 
ORiGINAL 

Re Public: Phones, Inc: . Dod:e1 No 980789· TC 

Dear Ms. Bayo 

Please use 1his leuer as our apology for the late payment of our Pay Telephone Service Pro•,der 

Regulatory Assessment Fee. The form wa1 misplaced and was no1 found unul1lus "eck Our 

company has always filed lhe required paperwork in a 1imcly manner in the pasl and will do so m 

the fu1ure 

This year we lost the lady that had prepared our return in the past. and in 110 effort 10 ensure 1hn1 

i1 was done correelly, the form was senl 10 our accounlanl 10 be complc:1ed and liled As you "Ill 

no1e in I he enclosed letter from Lovoy Summerville & Shehan. 1hc form was tiled away and no1 

prepared as reques1ed by us I understand !hat we are ultimately responsible: for 1hmgs bc:mg 

done. but I ask thai you give consideration 10 1he fact lhat our being late wu not because "e 

didn't c:are or did it imentionally 

Our company wants 10 remain in business and pro~dc quality service to the public We ask that 

our Telephone Cenific:ate No. 3325 not be cancelled 

ACK Thank you for your considera~ion 

AFA 

~:: ;rr~~~ 
CMU "::.s/c.r E I McDonald 

CTR Pre.sident 

EAG ElM/sd 

LEG .......:_ 

LIN 
OPC __ 

ACH __ 

Endosure 
cc:: Paula Isler - 4 -

R!e!IVED 
.. 2 31996 

euU 

M:C -L../_ 
WAS __ _ 

OTH _ _ 

OOCUH(N I 'llJ~?iR· OATE 
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ATTACHMENT A. 
DOCKET NO. 9 89-TC 
DATE : AUGUST 20, 1998 

r-cc 0 1 _ _ 

,wvoy, Summerville & Shelton, P. C.------.. ~~~ CertJfled Publlc Accountants 

July 10, 1991 

Mr. : ames N. McDonald 
Publ c hones, Int. 
1116 Third Avenue, Nonh 
BesSt mer, Alabalm 3S020 

~lc fed pteau tind a 1997 Form PSCICMU-26, Pay Telephone Servic~ Provider Reaulllory 
ASSt$11ncnt Fte Return, for Public Pboi!C$, Inc. We have pt'C'Piltd Public Phones rerum on th< fonn ,rovidcd by you. 

As yo 1 are l"'vc this rttum was dut by Jan\111)' 30, 1991. As a ~•ult. we have cnmrrriM ,.,_. .mpo} ~ IIIC payment ptnalty and lntetut charits of$S& for Public Phones, lot. Because the 
delay n filin1 is our re~ntihlllry, """ willlu ... yo ... • ""'dj' memo (or S!<8 tu tc lmiJUJ'l< yuu ror thio ol ar1 c. 

ATTN· Ftll\rAt . 
florida r...uti .. Sc:ni..c Cumwlulun 
::JS10 &bwnarcl Oalc Doulcvud 
TallahasKc, FL 32399..0816 

We 11: ' C cm:losed copy of the return for your files. We apologize for our delay. If !here arc L'l:' additi• nal asSHSmenu please call so that 'l!.'t may make )'OU whole. We apprCCiatc the continued 
oppon mit)' to serve you. 

cnclos ltCS 

Very INI)' yOW'S, 

LOVOV, liVMMI!AVll.~ ~ IHJII.TOI'I1 P .C . 

J-0... tl c. +'· -L~ ... ~~ 
Lloyd C. Shelton, CPA 
Shareholder 
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ATTACHMENT B 
DOCKET NO . 9a.789-TC 
DATE: AUGUST'ib, 1998 

~~Piddle 

July 30. 1998 

Ms Paula Isler 
Florida Public Service Conunission 
Capital Circle Office Center 
2S40 Shumard Oak Bl"d 
Tallah&ssee. A 32399-{)850 

Re Public Phones, Inc., Doclcet No 980789·TC' 

Dear Ms Isler 

• 

I would like to take this opponunity to agnm assure you that our compnn) "'II adhere to all 
requirements of the Aorida Public Service Commils1on and willlilc all rctluircd dr><.umcnt~ and 

make required paymems in IILimcly manntr 

Please accept our offer to make a contribuuon to the General Revenue l'und oft he State of 
Aoric!J in the amount of one hundred dollars (S 100 00) 

Cordially 

~fM~o~ 
President 

EIM/mn 

'10011 ,II 
IIJIL 'Ill ~INtllu• 

,, -

BS,WVLtll l(1nr 

03/\13~ 3 tl 
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