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AARf'S RESPONSE TO A'JTORNEY GENEBAL'S MOTIONS TO COMPEL 
BELLSOUTH. GTE. AND SPRINT TO ANSWER INIEBROGAIOBIES AND 

PRODUCE DOCUMElfiS 

The American Association of Retired Persons ("AARP"), by counsel, and pursuant to 

Rule 25-22.006, Florida Administrative Code, the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, and this 

Commission's procedural order, responds to the Anomey General's motions to oompel 

BeiiSoutb Telecommunications ( .. BellSouth."), GTE Florida, Inc. ("GTE"), and Sprint-Florida, 

Incorporated ("Sprint''), to answer interrogatories and produce documents. 

Proqdural History 

The procedural history of the present motions was provided in the staffs case 

background for item 21 A on the September 22, 1998 conference agenda: 

"In accordance with the new Chapter 98-277, GeneraJ Laws of Florida, the Commission 

is required, among other things, to study and report to the Legislature, by February 15, 1999, its 
.a<-r--
Af A ~nclusions regarding the fair and reasonable rate for Florida residential basic local 

~.PP if -40-.~~lecommunications service. In order to effectuate the timely completion of the required report, 
""~F _.I..___ 
~-....... 'hete Commission has established this matter as Special .Project No. 98000QA-SP, Fair and 

CTR 
Reasonable Residential Bas.ic Local Telecommunications Rates. In conjunction with this Special 

EAG ---
LEG _.-.......,Pamoject, Docket No. 980733-TL bas been opened for discovery purposes related to the project. 
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discovery and related motions must be filed in Docket No. 980733-TL. By Order No. PSC-98-

0843-PCQ.TL. issued June 2S, 1998, 1be procedure. !or tbia diac:overy docket was established. 

On September I, 1998, the Attorney General filed a Motion to Compel GTE Florida, 

Incorporated (OTEFL) to Respond to its Fint Set of Interrogatories and Third Request for 

Production of.Documents (PODt), For Expedited Ruling. and Request for Oral Argument. The 

Attorney General aiJo filed a Motion to Compel BeiiScuth Telecommunications, Inc. 

(BeliSoutb) to Reapond to its Fint Set of Interrogatories and Third Request for Production of 

Documents, For Expedited Ruling. and Request for Oral Argument that day. On September 4, 

1998, OTEFL filed its Opposition to tbo Attorney General's Motion. On September 8, 1998, the 

Attorney General filed a Motion to Compel S·print-Fiorida, Incorporated (Sprint) to Respond to 

its First Set oflnterropaoriea IDd Thild Request for Production of Documents, For Expedited 

Ruling, and Request for ·Oral Argument. 

On September 9, 1998, Sprint. filed its Response to the Attorney General's Motion. On 

September 11, 1998, the Office of Public Counsel (OPC) filed a Response in Support of the 

Attorney General's Motions to Compel. On September 14, 1998, BeiiSouth filed its Response to 

the Attorney General's Motion to Compel 

On September 11, 1998, the prebearing officer heard oral argument regarding these 

motions. This matter wu referred by the prcbearing officer for conaideration by the full 

Commisaion. 

The argwnents in the Motions to Compel and the respo.nscs ofBellSouth, Sprint. and 

GTEFL (the companies or the LECa) are 1imilar ... 
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Staff has recommcodcd that the Commission grant in. pan and deny in part the motions to 

compel. The full Commiuion will bear the issue (item #21A) at the September 22. 1998 

conference. 

AARP has requested the same disco·very materials that are at issue in the Attorney 

General • s motions to compel. ~ AARP' s Requests for Production of Documents to BeiiSouth, 

GTE, and Sprin~ filed August 13, 1998. 

MRP'• Potltlog 

AARP joins all three of the Attorney General's motions to compel and adopts his 

argum.ent and reasoning. 1 

Its serves little purpose to rehash the arguments offered at the hearing on the motions. 

Assistant Attorney General Gross made a forceful and articulate presentation. Nevertheless, the 

arguments and attitudes oftbc companies beg a huge questio.n, .. Why arc they so concerned 

about the release of this infonnation?" 

Companies with the billion dollar· resources of BellSouth, GTE, and Sprint can hardly 

assert that the requests arc .. burd.ensomc ... Surely they have the two or three people and copy 

machine needed to produce the documents. The only apparent reason is that they do not like the 

picture the data would. paint. The fact that they arc fighting so hard to keep this information out 

of the report to the Legislature is the biggest indication that it js relevant. 

fair Rcarnc•&atloa 

Although the Commiaion and ita staff are charged with prov:ding a neutral review of the 

infonnation that will be presented in the report. they arc not advocates for residential telephone 

customers in the State of Florida. For the report to have any validity, it must be prepared after 

1 Attorneys for AARP aad lbe Publk Counsel were not pennitted to lpC&k at the bcarina on tbc motions due to • 
novel procedural objectioa auet1ed by c:o~U*J (Ol Sprint. 
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careful review of the facts and positions, not only u presented by the companies, but as 

presented by consumer advocates as well. 

To adequately present the consumer's perspective in the final repon, it is essential that 

the parties representing the people of Florida-- tbe Attorney General, the Public Counsel, and 

organizations like AARP --have full access to the infonnatio.n at issue. Unfortunately, through 

scores ofqueationable objcctionamd overreaching ''con.fidcntiality agrccmcnts," .s AARP's 

Motions to Compel BellSoutb. GTE, and Sprint .filed September 10, 1998, the companies have 

successfully denied: meaninaful participation by AARP, the Attorney General, and the Public 

Counsel. At tbc September 22, 1998 confcrenc~. the Commission likely will grant some of the 

relief requested by tbe Attorney General. Nevertheless, because of,tbe very fast track of this 

proceeding, tb.e people of this State, including the 2.2 million mcmben of AARP in Florida, will 

not have the same opportunity to provide input as the companies, who have controlled the 

pertinent infonnation from the beginning of the process. 

CMclaaloa 

AARP respectfully requests that the Attorney General's motions to compel be granted in 

their entirety to avoid any further delay and erosion to the fairness of this paocecding. 

Respectfully submitted. 

-oavid M. Frank 
Fla. Bar No. 997854 
Law Office of David M. Frank 
1403 Maclay Commerce Dr., Suite 3 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
Tel. (8SO) 894-5729 
Fax. (.850) 893-9910 

Attorney for AARP 
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I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing response has been 

furnished by U.S. Mail this 21" day ofSeptember, 1998, to the following: 

Susan Weinstock 
AARP-Statc Legislation Department 
601 E Street N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20049 

Ed Paschall 
AARP 
1923 Atapha Nenc 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

William P. Cox 
Division of Legal Services 
Florida Public Service Comm. 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

Tracy Hatch 
AT&T 
101 N. Momoc Street, Suite 700 
T'aUabassec, FL 32301 

Robert Beatty/Nancy White 
c/o Nancy H. Sima 
BellSouth Telecommunications 
I SO S. Monroe St.. Suite 400 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Everett Boyd 
Ervin Law Finn 
P.O. Drawer 1170 
Tallabuscc, FL 32302 

David B. Erwin 
127 Riversink Road 
Crawfordville. FL 32327 

Laura Gallagher 
FCTA 
310 N. Monroe St. 
Tallahasaec, FL 32301 

Benjamin Ochahom 
Florida Legal Services, Inc. 
2121 Delta Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 

Angela Green 
FPTA 
125 S. Gadsden, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Susan Langston 
FTIA 
P.O. Box 1776 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

Kelly Goodnight 
Frontier Communications 
180 S. Clinton Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14646 

Bill Thomas 
GTC. lnc. 
P.O. Box 220 
Port St. Joe, FL 32457 

Kimberly Caswell 
GTE Florida 
P.O. Box 100 FLTC0007 
Tampa, FL 33601 

Patricia Greene 
Holland Law Finn 
31 S S. Calhoun St., Suite 600 
Tallahassee. F~ 32301 

Richard Melson 
Hopping U.w Finn 
P.O. Box 6526 
Tallahassee. FL 32314 



Charlie Mwphy/Booter Imhof 
House Committee on Utilities 

and Communications 
428 House Office Building 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 

David Daniel 
Houae Democratic Office 
316. The c.pitol 
Tallah•M"", FL 32399-1300 

Steven Brown 
Intennedia Communications 
3625 Queen Palm Drive 
Tampa, FL 33619 

Jim.McOinn 
ITS Telecommunications 
P.O.Box277 
Indiantown, FL 34956 

Thomas K. Bood 
MCI Telecommunications Corp. 
780 Johnson Ferry Road, Suite 700 
Atlanta. GA 30342 

Joseph McGlothlin 
McWhirter Law Firm 
117 S. Gadsden Street 
TalJahassee, FL 32301 

Charles J. Beck 
Office ofPubJic Coumel 
111 W. Madison Street, Suite 812 
Tallahassee. FL 32399-1400 

Peter Dunbar/Barbara D. Auger 
Pennington. Moore, et al. 
Post Office Box 10095 
Taflahaslee, FL 32302 

Carolyn Marek 
Time Warner Communications 
P.O. Box 210706 
Nashville, TN 37221 

John Guthrie/Susan Masterton 
Senate Committee on Reg. Ind. 
418 Senate Office Building 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Julie S. Myers 
Smith, Bryan & Myers 
31 J E. Park Ave. 
Tallahassee. FL 32301 

Richard L. Spean 
Community Auoc. Institution 
9132 Ridge Pine Trail 
Or1u1<io, FL 32819 

Jennifer Uba1 
1911 N. Ft. Meyer Dr., Suite 702 
ArliQgton, VA 22209 

Thomas M. McCabe 
TDS Te1ecom/Quincy Telep!::one 
P.O. Box 189 
Quincy, FL 32353 

Michael Twomey 
8903 Crawfordville Road 
Tallahassee, FL 3231 0 

Patrick Wiggins/Donna Canzano 
Wiggins & Villacorta, P.A. 
P.O. Drawer 1657 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

Brian Sulmonetti 
WorldCom Technologies 
1515 S. Federal Hwy., Suite 400 
Boca Raton, FL 33432 

Lynne G. Brewer 
'Northeast Florida ~lclephonc 
P.O. Box485 
Macclenny, FL 32063 
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Lynn B. Hall/Bill Huttenhower 
Vista-United TeJecommunjcations 
P.O. Box 10180 
Lake Buena Vista, FL 328.30 

Monic& Barone 
Sprint 
3100 Cumberland Circle 
Atlanta, GA 30339 

Charles Re'bwinkel 
Sprint-Fimid' Inc. 
1313 Blair Stone Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Floyd Self/Norman H. Horton, Jr. 
Messer, Caparello & Self 
P.O. Box 1876 
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1876 

James C. Flavey 
e.spire Communicationa 
133 National Business Parkway. Ste 200 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20101 

J. Jeffrey WahJen 
Ausley & McMullen 
P.O. Box . .391 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

Frankie Callen 
Greater Orlando Assoc. of ReaUors 
P.O. BoxS87 
Orlando, FL 32802-0587 

Debra K. Mink 
Mink & Mink, Inc. 
Sunnyvale Building 
3081 East Commercial Blvd. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 

Ken Hoffinan 
P.O. Box S51 
Tallahassee, FL 32302-0551 

Harriet Eudy 
ALL TEL 
206 White Ave. 
Live Oak, FL 32060 

John L. Brewerton, IIJ 
250 North Orange Ave. 
Penth.ousc Suite 
Orl.ando, FL 3280 J 

Michael Gross 
Office of the Attorney General 
PL-01, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 

David M. Frank 




