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980943-WS, the Commission ordered the utility to refund excess
gross-up CIAC collected for the years 1992 through 1994,

This recommendation addresses Gulf’s request ftor a permdnent
increase in water rates, pursuant to Sections 367.0817 an.:
367.0822, Florida Statutes, in 1light of the transfnr ot the:

utility.
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DISCUS

ISSUE 1: Should the Commission deem Gulf’s petition (or a4 rdte
increase withdrawn?

RECOMMENDATION: Yes. In light of the transfer of its facilities
to a governmental authority, Gulf’s petition for a rdte increase
should be deemed withdrawn pursuant to Section 367.07114) (a),

Florida Statutes. {KYLE, MERCHANT, BRUBAKER)
STAFF SI8: On June 30, 1998, Gulf’s facilities were scld to
Gulf Environmental Services, Inc. (GES). On June 18, 1998, just

pricr to the date of the sale, Gulf and 5ES filed a joint
application for transfer of utilities facilities from Gulf to GES
and for cancellation of Certificates Nos. 523-W and 457-§. The
joint application was filed pursuant to Secticon 367.071(4) (a),
Flerida Statutes, and Rule 25-30.037(4), Florida Administrative
Code, which concern a transfer to a governmental authority. In
Order No. PSC-98-1642-FOF-WS, issued December 7, 1998, in Docket
No. 980767-WS, the Commission found that GE5 was a governmental
authority and approved the requested transfer of fa~ilities as a
matter of right in accordance with Section 367.071(4}) (a), Florida
Statutes. Subsequently, staff counsel contacted counsel for Gulf
and ingquired as to whether Gulf intended to withdraw its petition
for rate increase. Gulf’s counsel indicated that the utility would
not withdraw its petition.

Section 367.071(4)({a), Florida Statutes, provides 1in 1its
pertinent part thart:

The sale o¢f facilities, in whole or in part, to a
governmental authority shall be approuved as « matter of

right . . . relief i r
i i ] 1 v ]
Wi rawn. i i vious v he

ggmmj 58] on, must bg di &ggn;;nngg‘ and any money collected
pursuant to interim rate relief must be refunded ‘o the
customers of the utility with interest. (emphasis added)

In light of the transfer of its facilities to a governmental
authority pursuant to Order No. PSC-98-164.-FOF-W3, Gult's
application for a rate increase should be deemed withdrawn pursuant
to  Section 3.,7.071(4) (a)., Floridae Statutes. As discussed
previously, Gult’'s request for interim and emergency/temporary
tates was denied pursuant to Order HNo. PSC~-98-048,-FOF-WU;
therefore, there were no interim rates 1n thls docket,
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ISSUE 2: Should this docket be closed?

RE TION: Yes. If the Commission approves sta!f’s
recommendation in Issue 1, nothing will remain to be done in this
docket and the docket should be closed. (BRUBAKER)

STAFF AMALYSIS: If the Commission approves staff’s recommendation
in Issue 1, nothing will remain to be done in this docket and the
docket should be closed.






