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that “Sprint’s facilities were at load capacity, and that there
would be no new telephone service extended to island residents
until a tower was built . . . ¢ In response, our staff Wrote to
Sprint in December 1997 to investigate Sprint’s ability to provide
additional service (new service beyond the scervice already
provided) to island residents. After Sprint reported both cable
maintenance and capacity problems, we opened this investigatory
docket in January 1998.

Sprint provides service to Upper Captiva Island fr.m Captiva
Island via 36,000 feet of 200-pair, submarine and buried, copper
cable. Sprint serves approximately 285 lines, providing 160 lines
over physical copper pairs and 125 lines over a B-281 analog
carrier system. It cannot provide feeder relief via the existing
facilities due to =able design, cable maintenance, obsglete carrietr
equipment, and permitting reasons.

Beginning in 1992, Sprint’s planners, after studying both
fiber and radio relief solutions, decided to provide railic relief
for economic reasons but were unable to 4acquire the required
easements. The UCCA and the Fire District have strongly opposed
Sprint’s plans to build a radio tower on the island. Recently,
after failing to secure a state park lands easement, Sprint
acquired a private property easement and began Spread Spectrum
Radio construction that was to be completed by the -:nd of 1998.

Disgussion
Section 364.025 (1), Florida Statutes, states:

For a period of 4 years after January 1, 1986,
each local exchange telecommunications company
shall be required to furnish basic locail
exchange service within a reasonable time
period to any person requesting such service
within the company’s service territory.

Upon review, we will take no further action aguinst Sprint for
its apparent failure to comply with Section 364.025(1), Florida
Statutes, because of the unusual circumstances 3print facsd in
trying to provide additional feeder facilities to the island, and
because these unusual circumstances prevented Sprint from providing
additional feeder facilities to the island in a reasonable vime
pe:iod. These unusual circumstances are set forth below.
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service for the held orders and for any new primary services to
Upper Captiva residents in January 1999.

Conclusion

In summary, we will take no further action against Sprint for
its apparent failure under Section 364,025(1), Florida Statutes,
We believe that the unusual circumstances prevented Sprint from
providing additional facilities within a reascnable time period.
We also will not direct Sprint to make additions under Section
364.15, Florida . Statutes, because it will scon complete
construction of the needed feeder additions. Therefore, this
docket shall be closed since there are no further matters for us to
address.

Based on the foregoina, it is

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that no
further action shall be taken againat Sprint-Florida, Incorporated
regarding its alleged fa.lure to provide additional telephone
service to Upper Captiva Island, as required by Section 364.075(1)
and 364.15%, Florida Statutes. It is further

ORDERED that the provisions of this Order, issued as proposed
agency action, shall become final and effective unless an
appropriate petition, in the form provided by Rule 28-106.201,
Florida Administrative Code, is received by the Directior, Division
of Records and Reporting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee,
Florida 3239%9-0850, by the close of business on the date set forth
ir. the “Notice of Further Proceedings or Judicial Review” attached
hereto. It is further

ORDERED that in the event this Order becomes final, this
docket shall be closed.

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commisslon thils 29th

day of January, 1999.
BLANCA S. BAYO, Direcror
Division of Records and Reportinng

By: Q—QA—rr—J -
Kay Flytn, chidk
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