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provider. MediaOne and BellSouth each bill their portion of the 

originating switched access charges to the long distance provider; BellSouth 

receives compensation because BellSouth “terminated” the call to the long 

distance provider. (In some cases, the incumbent bills the entire amount, 

and then pays the ALEC its share of the charges.) Unfortunately, this 

model does not work for ISP traffic because the FCC has held that local 

exchange carriers may not impose access charges on ISPs. Therefore, 

unless MediaOne receives reciprocal compensation from BellSouth, it will 

receive no compensation at all for terminating ISP traffic. 

CNAM DATABASE QUERIES 

What is the CNAM Database? 

The Calling Name (CNAM) Database furnishes the name to associate with 

a calling number, so that local provider can include the name of the calling 

party as part of the Caller ID feature. The incumbents, including 

BellSouth, generally provide access to their CNAM Databases to other 

local providers. MediaOne will utilize BellSouth’s CNAM database here in 

Florida. 

What does BellSouth propose to charge MediaOne for CNAM access? 

BellSouth proposes to charge MediaOne 1.6 cents per CNAM query. 

Is that a reasonable price? 

We do not know. We have never seen any cost or other data to justify this 

price. In Georgia, BellSouth has been charging MediaOne only $50 per 

1,000 lines per month, which works out to about 5 cents per line per 

month. Given that our customers typically receive several calls a day, this 
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