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Petition for Approval of Interconnection, Resale and \JN)undllng Agreement 
between GTE Florida Incorporated and American Communication Services 
Incorporated 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

Please find enclosed for flUng an original and fifteen coplea of the First Amendment to 
ACK the Interconnection, Resale and Unbundling Agreement between GTE Florida 

--...ncorporated and e.spire Communications Inc. f/kla Amertoan Communication Services 
AFA ---Mincorporated. The agreement was approved by the Comrnisa1on on October 17, 1997 
APP in the above docket. Service has been made as indicated on the Certificate of Service. 
CAF If thE:re are any questions regarding this matter. please contact me at (813) 483-2617. 
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CEBDACAIE Of 818YICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that copies of the Firat Amendment to the Interconnection, 

Resale and Unbundling Agreement between GTE Florida Incorporated and e.spira 

Communications, Inc. f/kla American CommunicatJon Services Incorporated were sent via 

overnight delivery on March 25, 1999 to the partleall8ted below. 

Staff Counsel 
Florida Public Service Commission 

2540 Shumard Oak Boula'Jard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399.()8SO 

Floyd R. Self 
Norman H. Horton, Jr. 

Messer, Caparello, Metz, Maida & Self, P .A 
215 S. Monroe Street, Suite 701 

Tallahassee, FL 32302·1876 

James F. Falvey, Esq. 
e.spire Communications, Jnc. 

131 National Business Parkway, Suite 100 
Annapollc Junction, MD 20701 

Brad E. Mutschelknaus, Esq. 
Kelley Drye & Warren, L.L.P. 

1200 19th Streot, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20036 



FIRST AMENDMENT TO 
INTERCONNECTION, RESALE AND UNBUNDLING AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

GTE FLORIDA INCORPORATED 

AND 

E.SPIRE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
(Formerly Known as American Cornmun.icatio::11 Services, Inc.) 

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT to tJ1e interconnection, Resale and Unbundling Agreement (the 
"Agreement'') by and between GTE Florida Incorporated ("GTB") IDd e.spire Communications. 
Inc. (''c.spire") which became effective July 7, 1997. GTE and e.spire being referred to 
collectively as tlle "Parties" and individually as a "Party." This Firat Amendment covers services 
in tlle state of Florida (tlle "State"). 

WHEREAS, tlle Agreement, was approved by tlle Commission'• Order dated October 7.1997 in 
Docket No. 970823-TP ("Agreement"); and 

WHEREAS, the Parties have agreed to interconnect their respective frame relay networks v1a a 
Public Network to Network (NN1) interface; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties now wish to amend the Agreement to reflect the terms and conditions or 
the NNI mterconnection; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, provisions and covenants herem 
con tamed, the sufficit.'Tlcy of which is hereby acknowledged. the Parties agrtt as folio'' s 

The following definition of Public Network to Network Interface (NN1) shall he added to 
Attachment B of the Agreement first described above: 

77 . "Public Network to Network Interface (NNI)" is an intnlLATA interf11cc between 
two data networks owned by two different local exchange carriers. It is 
established for the purpose of carrying two way traffic for multiple end users on a 
facility shared by tlle two companies. 

2. Article V, Local Interconnection Arrangements of the Agreement fU"St descnbed above 
shall be modified as follows: 

a.) Article V, Paragraph C. I shall be replaced in its entirety by tlle following 
language: 

C.l Intercoonectjon Methods. The Parties agree lo tlle foUowing methods of 
interconnecting facilities: (I) virtual coll<>eaf/8~ ~_DATE 
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collocation is not practical for techn1cal reasons, becaUJe of space 
limitations or at the option of the Party requesting interconnection; {2) 
physical collocation; (3) interconnection via purchase of facilities from 
either Party by the other Party; and (4) frame relay Public NNl. Rates and 
charges for collocation are set forth in Attachment C-1 hereto and 
applic'lble provisions ofGTE's access service tariffs. 

b.) Article V, Paragraph C.2 shall~ amended by the addition ofthe following 
language as Article V, Paragraph C.2e: 

C.2.e. Frame Relay!NNI Interconnection. The Parties agree to interconnect the1r 
frame relay networks via a Pubhc Network-to-Network Interconnection 
(NNI) for service tha! is available to customers of either company on 
request. The Parties wlll interconnect the frame rell.y service via a Public 
NNl facility within the same LATA. 

Each Party shall bear its own cost of providing the Public NNl s.erv1ce. 
This ancludes the cost of the physical faci li ty, frame rell.y port and 
associated support organization costs for circuit provisioning, testing a"ld 
tum-up. If GTE provides the NNI transport facility between a GTE frame 
relay swatch and an e.sp;re frame relay switch. GTE'a applicable Special 
Access tariff will be used to determme the rate for thiJ aervice and e.spare 
will pay fifty percent {50%) of that rate. If e.spi.re provides the NNI 
transport facili ty between an e.spire frame relay switch and a GTE frame 
relay switch, e.spire's applicable Special Accas tariff will be used tl) 
determine the rate for this service and GTE will pay fifty percent (50%) of 
that rate. If mutually agreeable, the Partaes may provide the NNJ facaltt y 
and to lhe extent each Party provides half of the faciliti es, no \..harge 
between the Parties shall apply. If eather Party does not provade one half of 
the requ1red facilities, then the Party providing the greater pel".:en·Jge of 
the route facilities will charge the other Party the appropi.ate transport rate 
from its applicable Special Accc:ss tanff for the miiage difference for 
interconnecting to such Party's frame relay switch network Each Pany 
will bill its own respective frame relay service end users fo: Its frame relay 
service. 

The Parties understand that the establishme:ru of the Pubhc NNJ between 
GTE and e.spire will require technical and operational COC•rdanauon 
between the Parties Accordingly, the Parties agree to fo. m a te-un (the 
"NNI Implementallon Team") that will develop and identify those 
processes, guadelines, specificataon, standards and additional tenns ..tnd 
conditions necel>sary to support and to establish the NNJ Wathm fiflcen 
( 15) days after the Effective Date of this First Amendment. each ,>any w11l 
designate, an writing, the members ofthasteam. Withm stxty {60) duys 
after the Effective Date of this First Amendment, the 1\ '-11 Implcmentallon 



Team wlll mutually develop detailed ordering, provisioning, planmng. 
forecasting, and maintenance procedures for Frame Relay Service and "'Ill 
document such procedures in a separate document. This document wi II 
include minimal technical standards for cirtuit provisioning to be used for 
Frame Relay Service. The NNl faciUt) w111 be treated as special access to 
provide consistency with traditional methods of establishing meet point 
circuits. The Parties will jointly decide the location(s) of the NNI fucihttcs 

In the event a GTE tariff is subMquently &pproved rcgardmg Public NNI 
sere ices for which a rnte i1 catablithed in this Agreement, e.sp1re may elect 
to switch to such tanffed rate upon thirty (30) days written notice to GTr: 

3. Except as specifically modified by this First Amendment, the Agreement will remain m 
full force and effect. 

4. If any provision in the Agreement conflicts with this First Amendment, this First 
Amendment will control. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each Party has executed this FU'It Amendment to be cfTecuvc as of 
the date on whkh this First Amendment is filed with the Commission. 

GTE FLORIDA INCORPORATED 

By: 

Nmnc· ~C~o~nn~1~·e~N~1~·c~h~o=l=a~s __ _ 

Assistant Vice President 
Wholesale Markets-Interconnection 
Date. March 19, 1999 

E.SPIRE COMMUNICATIONS. INC 

~-:±~ 
By: --~~~~~-~S~·~=--

\J 

Name: _______ R_IIe~y~M~· ~M~u~rLp~h~y--
Secretary 

Title: ------------------

Date. __ 1 ..... /_62.-=----'c._l(_, ___ _ 
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