
STATE OF n O R l D A  

Commissioners: 
JOE GARCIA, CHAIRMAN 
J. TERRY DEASON 
SUSAN F. CLARK 
E. LEON JACOBS, JR. 

DANIEL M. HOPPE, DIRECTOR 
(850) 413-6900 

February 2,2000 

Mr. Vincent Formosa 
President and General Manager 
Useppa Island Utility, Inc. 
P.O. Box 640 
Bokeella Florida 33922 

Re: 
Proceeding to Increase Wastewater Rates in Lee County 

Dear Mr. Formosa: 

Docket No. 000090-WS, Application by Useppa Island Utilities, Inc. for a Limited 

\ 
We have received your application for a limited proceeding to increase wastewater rates. 

Section 367.0822, Florida Statutes, requires a filing fee based upon the existing capacity of the 
system to be included with an application for a l i t e d  proceeding. Based upon our engineer's 
analysis, a filing fee of $1 00 is required for this filing. Please forward this filing fee as soon as 
possible so we may proceed with your application and establish an official filing date. 

Also, new legislation was passed in 1999 requiring utilities to notice the county when filing 
an application for increased rates. Section 367.091(2), Florida Statutes, states: 

Upon filing an application for new rates, the utility shall mail a copy of the 
application to the chief executive officer of the governing body of each county within 
the service areas included in the rate request. The goveming body may petition the 
commission for leave to intervene in the rate change proceeding, and the commission 
shall grant intervenor status to any governing body that files a petition. 

If you have not done so, please mail a copy of Useppa's application to the Chief Executi3 00 
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Cm d f i c e r  of Lee County, and provide the Commission with a copy of the cover letter. ? Y E  
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February 2,2000 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at (850) 413-6974. 

Sincerely, 

Robert J. Casey 
Professional Accountant Specialist 

RJC 
Enclosures (3) 

cc: Division of Water and Wastewater (Willis, Rendell, Crouch, Ted Davis, Wethenngton) 
Division of Legal Services (Brubaker) 
Division of Reeolds latd Reportiag (oooOW-WS) 
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367.0822 Limited proceedings.- 
(1) Upon petition or by its own motion, the commission may conduct limited proceedings to 

consider, and act upon, any matter within its jurisdiction, including any matter the resolution of 
which requires a utility to adjust its rates. The commission shall determine the issues to be 
considered during such a proceeding and may grant or deny any request to expand the scope of 
the proceeding to include other related matters. However, unless the issue of rate of return is 
specifically addressed in the limited proceeding, the commission shall not adjust rates if the 
effect of the adjustment would be to change the last authorized rate of return. 

(2) An application for a limited proceeding must be accompanied by a fee as provided by s. 
367.145. 

Histoy.-ss. 4,8. ch. 84-149; SS. 26,27, ch. 89-353; S. 4, ch. 90-166; S. 4, ch. 91-429. 
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2530.020 Fees Required to be Paid b Water and Wastewater Utilities. 
(1) When a utility files any application r or a certificate of authorization pursuant to sections 

367.045, 367.071 and 367.171, Florida Statutes, or files any request for a rate change pursuant 
to sections 367.081, 367.0814 and 367.0822, Florida Statutes (except an index or 
pass-throu h) or files for authorization to collect or change service availability charges pursuant 
to section !6i.lOl. Florida Statutes, the utility shall remit a fee to the Commissions Director of 
Records and Reporting. A separate fee shall apply for water service and wastewater service. A 
separate fee shall also apply for each section listed above. For purposes of this rule, capacity is 
determined by combining the capacities of all systems included in the application. For purposes 
of this rule, an equivalent residential connection (ERC) is 350 gallons per day (gpd) for water 
service and 280 gallons per day (gpd) for wastewater service. 

(2) The amount of the fee to be filed pursuant to subsection (1) of this rule, shall be as 
follows: 

(a) For an original certificate ap lication filed pursuant to Section 367.045, Florida Statutes, 
the amount of the fee shall be as folfbws: 

1. For utilities with the existing or proposed capactty to serve up to 500 ERCs, $750; 
2. For utilities with the existing or proposed capacity to serve from 501 to 2.000 ERCs, 

$1,500; 
3. For utilities with the existing or proposed capacity to serve from 2,001 to 4,000 ERCs, 

$2,250; 
4. For utilities with the existing or proposed capacity to serve more than 4,000 ERCs, $3,000. 
(b) For an application for extension or deletion of territory filed pursuant to Section 367.045, 

Florida Statutes, the amount of the fee shall be as follows: 
1. For applications in which the area to be extended or deleted has the proposed capacity to 

serve up to 100 ERCs, $1 00; 
2. For applications in which the area to be extended or deleted has the proposed capacity to 

serve from 101 to 200 ERCs, $200; 
3. For applications in which the area to be extended or deleted has the proposed capacity to 

serve from 201 to 500 ERCs. $500; 
4. For applications in which the area to be extended or deleted has the proposed capacity to 

serve from 501 to 2,000 ERCs, $1,000; 
5. For a plications in which the area to be extended or deleted has the proposed capacity to 

6. For applications in which the area to be extended or deleted has the proposed capacity to 

(c) For an application for transfer of change in majority organizational control filed pursuant 

1. For applications in which the utility to be transferred has the capacity to serve up to 500 

serve from l ,001 to 4,000 ERCs, $1,750; 

serve more than 4,000 ERCs, $2,250. 

to Section 367.071, Florida Statutes, the amount of the fee shall be as follows: 

ERCs. $750: , ~- - - .  -. 

2. For applications in which the utii i i  to be transferred has the capacity to serve from 501 to 
2.000 ERCs. $1 500: . .  . 
' 3. For applications in which the utility to be transferred has the capacity to serve from 2,001 

4. For applications in which the utility to be transferred has the capacity to serve more than 

(d) For an application for a grandfather certificate filed pursuant to Section 367.171, Florida 

I. For applications in which the utility has the capacity to serve up to 100 ERCs, $100; 
2. For applications in which the utility has the capacity to serve from 101 to 200 ERCs. $200; 
3. For applications in which the utility has the capacity to serve from 201 to 5-00 ERCs, $500; 
4. For applications in which the utility has the capacity to serve from 501 to 2,000 ERCs, 

5. For applications in which the utility has the capacity to serve from 2,001 to 4,000 ERCs, 

6. For applications in which the utility has the capacity to serve more than 4,000 ERG, 

(e) For file and suspend rate cases filed pursuant to Section 367.081, Florida Statutes, the 

to 4,000 ERCs, $2,250; 

4,000 ERCs. $3,000. 

Statutes, the amount of the fee shall be as follows: 

$1,000; 

$1,750; 

$2,250. 
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amount of the fee shall be as follows: 
1. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve up to 500 ERCs, $1,000; 
2. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve from 501 to 2,000 ERCs, $2,000; 
3. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve from 2,001 to 4,000 ERCs, $3,500; 
4. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve more than 4,000 ERCs, $4,500. 
(9 For staff-assisted rate cases filed pursuant to Section 367.0814, Florida Statutes, the 

1. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve up to 100 ERCs, $200; 
2. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve from 101 to 200 ERCs, $500; 
3. For utilities with the existing capacit to serve more 200 ERCs, $1,000. 
(9) For an application for a limitec! roceeding pursuant to Section 367.0822, Florida 

I. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve up to 100 ERCs, $100; 
2. For utilitii with the existing capacity to serve from 101 to 200 ERCs, $200; 
3. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve from 201 to 500 ERCs, $500; 
4. For utilitii with the existing capacky to serve from 501 to 2.000 ERCs, $1,000; 
5. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve from 2,001 to 4,000 ERCs, $1,750; 
6. For utilities with the existing capacity to serve more than 4,000 ERCs, $2,250. 
(h) For an application for ap roval of charges or conditions for service availability filed 

pursuant to section 367.101, Flori 8 a Statutes, the amount of the fee shall be as follows: 
1. For utilities with existing and proposed capacity to serve up to 100 ERCs, $1 00; 
2. For utilities with existing and proposed capacity to serve from 101 to 200 ERCs, $200; 
3. For utilities with existing and proposed capacity to serve from 201 to 500 ERCs, $500; 
4. For utilities with existing and proposed capacity to serve from 501 to 2,000 ERCs, $1,000; 
5. For utilities with existing and proposed capacity to serve from 2,001 to 4,000 ERCs, 

6. For utilities with existing and proposed capacity to serve more than 4,000 ERCs, $2,250. 

amount of the fee shall be as follows: 

Statutes, the amount of the fee shall be as kllows: 

$1,750; 

SPecifCAUthOdty 350.127(2), 367.121(1) FS. 

367.171/2J/bJ FS. 
lWemented 367.Wl) (d) ,  (2)(e), 367.071(3). 367.081(5), 367.0814(2), 367.0822(2), 367.101(2), 367.145, 

Histow-Mew lCi29-80, Fonnerfy 25-10.11,25-10.011. Amended 11-10-86.11-30-93. 
ANNOTATIONS 

Flllng fees 
Filing fees for utility am based on number of persons served as ofjurisdictional date. Utility sewed less than 999 

osed system had persons et that time. So filing fee is based on that number not the number of persons 
expectation of ultimately serving. In m Application by Lighthouse Utilities Company, Inc., 87 Fk@7:296 (1987). 
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367.091 Rates, tariffs; new class of service.- 
(1) All applications for new rates or changes in rates must be made to the commission in 

writing as prescribed by rule. 
'(2) Upon filing an application for new rates, the utility shall mail a copy of the application to 

the chief executive officer of the governing body of each county within the service areas included 
in the rate request. The governing body may petition the commission for leave to intervene in the 
rate change proceeding, and the commission shall grant intervenor status to any governing body 
that files a petition. 

(3) Each utility's rates, charges, and customer service policies must be contained in a tariff 
approved by and on file with the commission. 

(4) A utility may only impose and collect those rates and charges approved by the 
commission for the particular class of service involved. A change in any rate schedule may not 
be made without commission approval. 

(5) If any request for service of a utility shall be for a new class of service not previously 
approved, the utility may furnish the new class of service and fix and charge just, reasonable, 
and compensatory rates or charges therefor. A schedule of rates or charges so fixed shall be 
filed with the commission within 10 days after the service is fumished. The commission may 
approve such rates or charges as filed or may approve such other rates or charges for the new 
class of service which it finds are just, reasonable, and compensatory. 

(6) An application to establish, increase, or change a rate or charge other than the monthly 
rates for service pursuant to s. 367.081 or service availability charges pursuant to s. 367.101 
must be accompanied by a cost justification. The commission may withhold consent to the 
operation of any or all portions of the new rate schedules, by a vote to that effect within 60 days 
giving a reason or statement of good cause for withholdin its consent. The commission shall 
render its final decision on the application within 8 months a 8 er the official date of filing. 

Histow.%. 1, ch. 71-278; S. 3, ch. 75168; S. 1. ch. 77-45?: S. 53. ch. 78-95; SS. 12,25,26, ch. 80-99; SS. 2,3. 
ch. 81-318: SS.13,26,27, Ch. 89-353; S. 4, ch. 91-429; S. 10, ch. 99-319. 

lNote.Section 9. ch. 99-319, provides that "[tlhis act does not apply to rate cases pending on March 1 I, 1999." 
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