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February 4, 2000

Mrs. Blanca S. Bayo

Director, Division of Records and Reporting

Florida Public Service Commission

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard coo
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 `

Re: Approval of an Amendment to the Interconnection Agreement Negotiated by

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. "BellSouth" and Rhythms Links, Inc. pursuant to

Sections 251, 252 and 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996

Dear Mrs. Bayo:

Pursuant to section 252e of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, BellSouth and

Rhythms Links, Inc. are submitting to the Florida Public Service Commission an

amendment to their negotiated agreement for the interconnection of their networks, the

unbundling of specific network elements offered by BellSouth and the resale of

BellSouth's telecommunications services to Rhythms Links, Inc. The Commission

approved the initial agreement between the companies in Order No. 99-0630-FOF-TP

issued April 2, 1999 in Docket 990146-TP.

Pursuant to section 252e of the Act, the Commission is charged with approving

or rejecting the negotiated agreement between BellSouth and Rhythms Links, Inc. within

90 days of its submission. The Act provides that the Commission may only reject such an

agreement if it finds that the agreement or any portion of the agreement discriminates

against a telecommunications carrier not a party to the agreement or the implementation

of the agreement or any portion of the agreement is not consistent with the public interest,

convenience and necessity. Both parties aver that neither of these reasons exist as to

the agreement they have negotiated and therefore, are very hopeful that the Commission

shall approve their agreement.

Very truly yours,

112acMuo,. Cgflr
Regulatory Vice President
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ATFACHMENT TO TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

The Agreement entered into by and b e h e n  Rhythms Links lnc, 
and BellSouth Teleeommunimtions, Int.. dated 12,'~3/1!l49, far the staks of 
Alabama. Florida, Georgia: KentucQ, Lauisi 3 n B : Mississippi, North Cam lina. 
S nu th Card ina and Tennessee consists of the following 1 
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AMENDMENT 
TO THE 

AGREEMENT B E M E N  
ACI CDRP. 

AND 
BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICAT~ONS, INC. 

DATED JANlJAW 8, I W S  

Pursuanl to !his Qreement, [the 'Amendmenf]. Rhythms Links Inc. f lW3 ACl Corp. 
("Rhythms"), and BdISouth 'lelecmmuaicaiions, Inc. ['BellSouth"), herein&r refemned to 
co Ilectiudy as the "Parties hoveby agree to a "3 hat cetlain I nbrcannecti on Agreement 
behvocr~ the Parties d a ! d  Jantmry 8, 1999, (the Clntnrcannedian Agnxment"). 

1.1 For the State af Flonda only, Ssctions 3.4 and 3.5 of Attachment 4 of Ihe 
1;1tetmnnection Agreement are deletad in their entirety arld subslitded in their place are the 
following new smtims 3.4 and 3.5: 

3.4 bemardon Point. BellSoLFth will dmrgnate the point[sj of intercmnectim 
belween Rl~)i[hms' Bquipment and/or noiwrk and BeIISoulh's netwurk. Each pdrly A l l  
be mspnnsible fm mnaintmanc8 Ond aporatron of all equipmentlfflCilitle$ on its side of the 
demarcation point, For 2-wire 3nd 4-wire connections to BellSauth's network. the 
demarcation point shall be a wmmm block on ths EhIlSouth designated wnventlonal 
distributing frame. Rhythms shall bH respmsibk for prbddlng, and Rhythms- BellSoLcth 
Cerbfied 'dendfii' shall be responsible h r  inshll irq and properly la belin&terlciling, [he 
wmqton block, and necessary c~ bling pursuant to conshuckion and provisioning inknral 
requimmments. For all other tsrminationg BelI%uth shall dssignate a demarcation poinl 
m-~ a wr amngemeot basis. Rhylhms or its agent must perbrm all required malntmance 
b equipmentNaciltties or- its side of the demarcation pninl, pursuant to [he subssctim 
followjng, and may self-provlsiun cross-wnnects Ihet may ba required within the 
callmation space Io erctlwate sewice requests, A l  Rhythms' option. a Point of 
Term1 naiAm (POT) bay or frame may be plamd in the Collmation Space. 

$.$ Rhythms' Equipmen! and Fecllities. Rhythms. or if reqcrlred by this Agreement, 
Rhyn ms" BellSouth cgrlifiad wndm, is scslely rasponsibla for the design. engineering: 
Installation. testing, pmvigigniq, performance, monitoring, mdntenance and repair of the 
equipmenl and facililias used by Rhythms, Such equipment and facilities may include 
but am nat limited ta cablqs); equipmenr: and point af h"matim Cdfinec!!ons. 



1,2 The Padies a~knewlebge [i) that Rhylhms dces not agsee hat ci!her [a) 
Be II Socltt~ should d edgna to the p i  Et@ I of i ntemm n m i m  behaen R hytlmns' eq uigme B II dh r  
heiwork and BellSouth's network or [ b) for &wire and 4wire connections 8 EeIISoulh's nekwk,  
the demarmlion point should bo a wmman block on the BeItSou!h designated conventional 
di5lribl~tlng frame, {ii] that Rhylhms believes that aforementi~ned requiremnk ara not 
cansistept wilh the Federal Cbmvunlcaflon$ L--"i$siOn'E (FCC) wIW and orden. but (hi) that 
Rhythms [ils d i s a g r w m "  nohithstanding) has nonetheless agreed to enter Into this 
Amendment an 3n interim bHsis. Should [he FCC or the Florida mmmls6im adder the Parties to 
establish the demrcstion point difhwsntly then that which is set forth hewin, BellSotAh end 
Rhythms will atter the coilocstion arrangemerrts prbwlded pursuant 16 this Amendment h 
mnhrm with the FCC fir Florida commission dlrectiw. 

2. Far all stat~sfar which the lnterconnectim Agreement apphes, Sections 3.7, 5.9 
and 9 af Attachment 4 of hhe I n t e r w n n d m  Agi'ement fire deleted In lhtleir enlirety and 
subjtit~~ted Id th& place are new sections 3-7, 5.3 and 9. including the rates in Exhibit 1 , 
Atmhment A, a s  follows: 

3,7 A m s s -  P u w ~ a t l  to Seclrrily and Safety rgqutremetm below, Rhyihm 
shall h a w  amss to [he Callomtion 5 p a w  twenty-four (24) h a m  a day, sewn 
(7) days a week. Rhythms agrees to provide the name. s W a l  securiiy number. 
and date of birth of each emplbyee, Contractor, 01' agenls provided with Access 
Keys or cards {"Access Keys") prior to the iswancs of said Access Keys. 
Rhythms must submit tn B~II5mth the camplet& Access C m t r d  Requost Form 
{RF-29OB-C] far all employees or a g m b  requiring 3 ~ ~ ~ 5 3  to h e  BelISnuth 
Central Ofke R minlmurr, of 30 calendar dais prlor 10 the date Rhythms desiees 
acwss to the Cpllocatian Spaoe. k c s 3 s  Kep shall m t  ha buplicatad under any 
cirwmstanoes. Rhythms 3grees to be responsible fnr €111 Access Keys and ior 
the return of a14 said A i m $ $  Koy6 in the pms-sion 01 Rhyil" employees, 
mnLracbrs. Gu~sts. or agents aRer termination of the employment relationship, 
cmhckra l  obligation with Rhythms wr upon the terminatiwn of this Agreement or 
the termination of occupancy of an individual collocatton arraangemenl. 

Lo51 ot Stolen Access Keys. Rhythms s h a l l  ndlfy BellSfiuth in h t l n g  
immediately in the c89e of Inst or stolen Access Kep.  Rhythms wih pay 
BeI1Soulh $250,00 psr ACCQSS b y I s ]  lost or stolen- Should it bcomo n ~ c ~ s s a r ) ,  
fo r  BellSouth ta re-key buildings a s  a result of a hst Acmzss Keycs) or for Failure 
ta return an Access Key($), Rhy thm skatl pay far all rea5onabIe costs 
associated with the rs-keying, 



r 

9. Securiky and Safety Requitemenis- Onby Bel ISouM employees, BeIlSoulh 
certified vendors and authorized employees, or autharixd agnnta of Rhythms will 
be permitted in the BellSauth Central ONCE a d  in Rhylhms' Collacatian Sperce. 
Rhythm$ shall prowide its employees and agents with pictura i d m m f i t i m  which 
must be iwrh  and visible ak all times while in the ColIucati~~n Space ~t other 
BEDS in gr around the Cerltral Offlixt. The phda Idmtificaticm card shal! b ~ r ,  at  
a minimum, fie employee's nam0 3nd photo, and the Rhythms name, BeIlSwth 
reserves the right b remove from lls premws any employe@ of Rhythms n d  
pasfiesing identification issued by Rhythms. E ~ c e p l  in case9 drf BellSouth's 
gross neg[igence fir willful mismnduct, Rhythms shal4 hold BellSouth harmless 
for any damages resulting from 9 d ' 1  temoval of its persannd from BsllSauth 
prem kes. 

- - -  

Rhythms -will be rqumd,  at its Dwn expense, townduct a statewide investigalion 
d criminal history records for each Rhythms Bmplgyeo being cansidered for work 
Dn lhhe BeIlSoulh C e n h l  Qftice, for t h ~  stakeskaunties where the Rhymms 
employee has waked and livad for lhhe  past rive year$- Whem $tab law d c m  not 
perrnit statewide wllcction or reporling, an invsstigatim of the applicable 
mudles is acceptable. 

RhyIhms will be required to administer to lhheir persmnel assigned IO lhe 
BellSouth Central Office my~r l ty  tmining &her prnvided by BellSouth, or meeting 
cribria defined by BelI$outh. 

For each Rhythms e m p l v  e q u l t i i y  amess €o a BellSouth Cei1lm4 OMos 
purguant to this agreement. Rhythms shall furnish 3elISouth. prior to an 
e m p l o p  galnlng such 34xes3, B nbQr isd  amdavit certi*ng that the 
aforementimed background check and 3ewrily binin$ wero campkkd.  The 
affidavjt will c a n t h  B statement Edifying nu felony mnvicGons were found a d  
certiMng that Ihe security training was completed by h e  employee, II the 
employm's criminal history irrGlude$ misdmeanor w n v i c b w  Rhythms will 
disclose the nahre of the wnvictions tn BellSouth at that time. 

Nnlificatimn !4 BellSouth. BST reserves the right to inkwiew Rhythms' 
employees, agents. DF cantm.&r$. Rhykhms and its contractors shall wnperak 
fully with BellSouth's irtwstigalim inb  allegations +Y€ wmngdoing Or criminal 
conduc! pammitted by or involvi n$ Rhylhms' erAoyee9, agents, or mntractors. 
Additionally. BellSouth re5w.W the righC to bill HhyVlms for all reas~nable Wsts 



Use of BellSouth Supplies by Rhythms Employees, Use of any BellSouth 
suppFles by a Rhythms employee. whether or not used rgufinely to  prowlde 
talaphone senice [e,#. plug-in cards.) will he considwd theft and will be handled 
accordimgly. Costs associated with such u n a u b r i z d  use fir BelC30uIh pmpefly 
may ba charged to Rhythms a9 may bs all associated inv~stigalive costs. At  
BellSouth's request, Rhythms shall pmmpHy and permanently remwe f" 
BellSouth's C e n h l  Ofice any employee of Mythms found 10 b 0  in violatian of 
this rule. 

Rhythms' emplopes may be charged to Rhythms 8s may be all aswciabd 
inwstigaiiive msts. At BellSmdh's requcd, Rhylhms shall promptly and 
permanently rem= fmm BelISauth's prernisss any employee of Rhythms found 
to be in v i & ~ o d  of this i ~ h .  

A e m " d & y .  Full compliance w i h  Ihe Security equipment$ of this mction 
shall in n a  way limit the acwunhbility of any CLEC for Lhe improper actions d its 
employees, 

4. Capltallzsd tsrma #sed but not atherwise defined hereln haw lhhe meanings 
ascribed ta them In !he Intemnnedim Agreement. 

6.  Thig Amendment shall have 3n effectiwe date of December 13.1999- 

6.  All of thG othm pmviaions of Ihe Agreement, dakd Januay 3 ,  1999, shall wmain 
in full form and effect, 



7. Either or M h  d the Partisf may submit this Amendment la the appmpriate 
Commission for approvnl mbjed 10 Section 252{e) of the Fedemt Teleoi"unicatims Act of 
19%. 



R hythrns Links I nc. 

Date: I -f. I , 8 9 4 



EXHBIT I 
Attaehmsnt A 

-I Rate "True-Up," The Partiw agree that th& pric~s reflected as interim hemin shald be 'trwd-clp" 
{up or dawn) based OR final pnws elther de[ermind by further agrement or by final order. 
Including any appeals, in a p m b i n g  lfwolvifig bIISouih before tha Cammission. Under the 
"me-l~p" process. tha inbrlm ptice for each $8m/ce shall bs multiplied by t h ~  wolume Df that 
s s ~ i c o  puchased ea arriva at lhe IbtEIl interim amount paid for that service ("Total Intenm 
Price"]. The f i ~ F  p f l e  for that mtwiw shall be multiplied by the volume putthased to artive at  
the totel final smnsunt due ['TohI Final Price"), The Total lqterlm Price shail be compared with 
the Tala1 Final Prim. if the Total Final Price is mote than if10 Total Interim Prics, Rhythms shal l  
pay fha difference k BellSouth. I f  the T d a l  Final Price is k s s  than the Toter1 Interim Prlee, 
BellSouth shall pay the difference to Rhythms, Each party shall keep its w n  tBCbrdds upon 
whlch a "lrue-upH can be based and any final payment from or18 parly to h e  other shall be in 317 
amaunt agreed upon by the Part&$ bawd on such recmlds, In the ewnl of m y  disagreameni 
as between tha records br Lhe Parties warding the a m ~ u r ~ t  or such 'he-up,' the Paflies a g m  
that [he Cumrnisaiqn shal l  be called upm to resolve Such djfhrmces. 




