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AUSLEY & McMuLLEN 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

227 SOUTH CALHOUN STREET 

P.O. BOX 391 (ZIP 32302) 
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Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director 0 0 C) 
Division of Records and Reporting 
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Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 

Re: Docket No. 990517-TL 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

Enclosed for filing in the above docket are the original and fifteen (15) copies of 
Northeast Florida Telephone Company, Inc,'s Rebuttal Testimony of Deborah L. Nobles. 

Please acknowledge receipt and filing of the above by stamping the duplicate copy of this 
letter and returning the same to this writer. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
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NORTHEAST FLORIDA TELEPHONE 

COMPANY, INC. 

DOCKET NO. 990517 

FILED: 05-01-00 


BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 


REBUTTAL TESTIMONY 


OF 


DEBORAH L. NOBLES 


Q. 	 Please state your name, address and position with 

Northeast Florida Telephone Company, Inc. ("Northeast" or 

"Company" ) 

A. 	 My name is Deborah L. Nobles. I am employed by Northeast 

as Vice President of Regulatory Affairs. My business 

address is 130 North 4th Street, Macclenny, Florida. 

Q. 	 Are you the same Deborah Nobles who filed di rect 

testimony in this docket? 

A. 	 Yes. 

Q. 	 What is the purpose of your testimony? 

A. 	 The purpose of my testimony is to address the 904 NPA 


relief plans proposed by Staff as set forth in the direct 


testimony of Lennie Fulwood and Exhibit LF-S. 


Specifically, I will comment on Alternatives Numbers 7 
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Q. 	 Should the Florida Public Service Commission (" FPSC" ) 

approve Alternative Numbers 7 through 17? 

A. 	 No, the FPSC should not approve any of Alternative 

Numbers 7 through 17. I concur wi th the points made in 

the rebuttal testimony of Harriet E. Eudy of ALLTEL 

regarding Al terna ti ve Numbers 7 through 17, and believe 

that all of those alternatives should be rejected for the 

reasons outlined in witness Eudy's rebuttal testimony. 

Q. 	 Which Alternative does Northeast recommend to the FPSC in 

the 904 Area Code? 

A. 	 The Florida telecommunications industry agreed b y 

consensus that Alternative Number 1, a distributed 

overlay, would be the best method to relieve number 

exhaust in the 904 Area Code. Northeast supports the 

industry recommendation. 

Q. 	 I f the FPSC does not approve Al terna ti ve Number I, does 

Northeast have an alternative recommendation? 

A. 	 Yes. Because of the significant community of interest for 

local calling from Northeast's exchanges in Baker Count y 

to Jacksonville, Northeast believes that Alternative 
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Number 6 modified to include Baker County in Area A would 

be the next best area code relief solution for its 

customers. 

Q. 	 Why should Al terna ti ve Number 6 be modi f ied to incl ude 

Baker County in Area A? 

A. 	 Baker County has a strong community of interest with 

Duval County and the City of Jacksonville, and Northeast 

serves almost all of Baker County. Many of the people 

who live in Baker County commute to Jacksonville to work, 

and for shopping, entertainment and medical care. With 

this in mind, the FPSC found a sufficient community of 

interest between Baker County and Duval County to require 

Northeast to provide Extended Local Calling ("ELC") to 

Jacksonville. Under the Commission's mandated ELC plan, 

Northeast's customers in Baker County may dial on a 7

digit from Baker County to 148 NXXs in Jacksonville. 

Alternative Number 6 as modified to include Baker County 

in Area A would allow Northeast's customers to retain 7

digit local dialing to those 148 NXXs. It would, 

however, di srupt 7 -dig i t local dial ing from Northeas t' s 

exchanges to Lake City in Columbia County. While there is 

a community of interest between Northeast's exchanges and 
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Lake City, it is not as great as the community of 

interest to Jacksonville. 

Q. 	 What impact would including Baker County in Area A have 

on the projected life of Area A under Alternative Number 

6? 

A. 	 While it is impossible to predict with certainty, I do 

not believe that adding Baker County to Area A under 

Alternative Number 6 would materially decrease the 

expected life of Area A. Northeast presently serves 

approximately 10,000 access lines in Baker County and has 

three (3) NXXs assigned to it. Northeast's access line 

growth ra te is rela ti vely slow, so Northea s t does not 

expect to need any new NXXs for several years. Indeed, 

based on a recent analysis, Northeast has over 18,000 

numbers in its three NXXs available for assignment or 

reassignment. While the number conservation measures 

being considered by the FPSC may reduce this number, I 

believe that Northeast will not need a new NXX in the 

foreseeable future. For these reasons, I do not believe 

that adding Baker County to Area A under Alternative 

Number 6. will materially decrease its expected remaining 

life. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing has been furnished by U. S. Mail or hand 
delivery (*) this 15\ day of May, 2000, to the following : 

Beth Keating * 

Division of Legal Services 

Florida Public Service Comm. 

2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 


Gwen Azama-Edwards 

City of Daytona Beach 

P. O. Box 2451 

Daytona Beach, FL 32115-2451 


Michael A. Gross 
Florida Cable Telecommunications 

Association, Inc. 

310 N. Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 


Carol Baricel1ames Fowler 

Fowler, Barice Law Firm 

28 W. Central Blvd. 

Orlando, FL 32801 


Floyd Self 
Messer Law Firm 
P. O. Box 1876 

Tallahassee, FL 32302 


Robert M. Weiss 

Vol usia County 

123 W. Indiana Ave. Room #205 

DeLand, FL 32720 


Harriet Eudy 

ALL TEL Florida, Inc. 

P. O. Box 550 

Live Oak, FL 32060 


Nancy B. White 

BellSouth Telecommunications 

150 S. Monroe St., Suite 400 

Tallahassee, FL 32301-1556 


Fritz Behring 
City of Deltona 
P. O. Box 5550 

Deltona, FL 32728-5550 


Angela Green 

General Counsel 

Florida Public Telecommunications Association 

125 S. Gadsden Street, #200 

Tallahassee, FL 32301-1525 


Donna C. McNulty 

MCI WorldCom 

325 Jolm Knox Road, Suite 105 

Tallahassee, FL 32303-4131 


F.B. (Ben) Poag 
Sprint-Florida, Inc. 
P. O. Box 2214 (MC FLTLH00107 

Tallahassee, FL 32316-2214 


Charles Rehwinkel 
Sprint-Florida, Inc. 
P. O. Box 2214 

Tallahassee, FL 32316 


Attorn~~ 


