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CASE BACKGROUND 

On October 15, 1999, BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 
(BellSouth) filed a petition for arbitration of an interconnection 
agreement with Time Warner Telecom of Florida, L.P. (Time Warner) 
pursuant to section 252 (b) (1) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
(the Act) . 

Section 252 (b) (1) provides that during the period from the 
135th to the 160th day (inclusive) after the date an incumbent 
local e xchange carrier receives a request for negotiation, the 
carrier or any other party to the negotiation may petition a State 
commission to arbitrate any open issues. 

On November 9, 1999, Time Warner filed its response to 
BellSouth's petition for arbitration. On January 12, 2000 notice 
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was filed for a prehearing conference January 19, 2000 and for a 
hearing on the issues February 2, 2000. 

On January 27, 2000, at the request of the parties, notice was 
filed canceling the February 2, 2000 hearing. Subsequently, on 
February 25, 2000, the parties filed a joint motion for withdrawal 
of the petition fo r  arbitration. An interconnection agreement was 
approved by Order No. PSC-00-1151-FOF-TP, issued June 23, 2000, in 
Docket No.000524. 

DISCUSSION OF ISSUES 

ISSUE 1: Should the Commission acknowledge BellSouth's and Time 
Warner's withdrawal of petition and close this docket? 

Yes. The Commission should acknowledge the 
parties' joint request to withdraw the petition for arbitration 
and close this docket. (Marsh, Bloom) 

ANALYSIS: By filing a joint motion to withdraw the petition for 
arbitration, the parties eliminated the need for the FPSC to take 
any action under section 252 (b) (1) of the Act. Therefore, the 
Commission should acknowledge the withdrawal. 

With the request for withdrawal by both parties, no other 
issues remain for the Commission to address. The docket should be 
closed on issuance of the Order. 
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