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Mr. Abby Matari, Vice President/CFO
Florida Telephone Company
2128 Okeechobee Blvd.

West Palm Beach, FL 33409-4111

RE: Docket No. 001415-TX

Dear Mr. Matari:

This is a follow up to our telephone conversation concerning the above docket. The
regulatory assessment fee (RAF) is due each year by January 30 for the previous year, unless
the 30th falls on a weekend, then the due date is the next working day. For example, the 1999
fee was due January 31, 2000. Since you stated you were unaware of the fee, I am enclosing
a copy of Rule 25-4.0161, F.A.C. for your review.

Commission records show that as of this date, the 1999 RAF has not been paid. The 1999
RAF return is attached. Please complete and return it along with your check for the past due
amount in full. The RAF is .0015% of your total Florida gross revenues, or $50.00, whichever
is greater. However, if you owe only the minimum amount and if it is postmarked by
November 26, 2000, the 1999 total is $67.50 ($50.00 fee, $12.50 penalty, and $5.00 interest).
If your check is postmarked between November 27 and December 26, 2000, the interest
increases to $5.50, or a total minimum amount of $68.00. Our records also show that you have
a penalty and interest balance in the amount of $6.00 from the 1998 RAF payment. The 1998
payment was due February 1, 1999 and payment was made March 20, 1999. The company did
not pay the $5.00 penalty and $1.00 interest.

^ Since the Commissioners have not yet voted on this docket, you have three options.
-MP

(1) Cancel the certificate voluntarily - Pay all past due charges in full, pay ttte oo M
current year's RAF or provide adate certain that it will be paid (such as 30 da^S <? £
from the date of the Commission Order cancelling your certificate), and write^a >^°
letter requesting cancellation. A copy of our rule is attached. §^ as:-*' P"-

rgo ~ f £?££
SEC XZ' - £>2

<DTH •Ci

Capital Circle Office Center •2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard •Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 o a / %>
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer S ' u_

PSC Website: http://www.noridapsc.com Internet E-mail: contact@psc.state.fl.us



n 

c 

Mr. Abby Matari, Vice PresidenUCFO 
Page 2 
November 2,2000 

(3) 

Do nothing - In this case, your certificate will be cancelled on the Commission’s 
own motion. All outstanding RAFs, including penalty and interest charges, will 
be turned over to the Comptroller’s Office for collection. 

Propose a settlement - There is normally a $500 fine imposed for this rule 
violation. It should be noted that just paying the past due amount will not prevent 
your certificate from being cancelled. You need to write the Commission a 
settlement letter that must include the following: 

Docket number; 

A check for the past due amount in full; 

A statement that it has taken steps to prevent future late payments of the 
regulatory assessment fees and what those steps are; and 

Make a specific monetary settlement. 

Any settlement offer should be addressed to Ms. Blanca Bay6, Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting, Florida Public Service Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., 
Tallahassee, FX 32399-0850. The proposed settlement amount should be paid at this 
time, instead only the past due regulatory assessment fee, plus penalty and interest 
charges should be paid. The settlement amount, if approved by the Commission, must 
be paid within 10 business days after the Commission Order is issued. 

Please let me know what your decision is by November 17, 2000. If you have any 
questions, just let me know. I can be reached at (850) 413-6502-voice, (850) 413-6503-fax, and 
by internet e-mail at pisler@psc.state.fl.us. 

Sincerely, 

Paula J. Isler, Research Assistant 
Bureau of Service Evaluation 62 Compliance 

Enclosures 

cc: Docket No. 001415-TX 
Division of Legal Services (Cibula) 
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25-4.0161 Regulatory Assessment Fees; Telecommunications Companies. 

(1) As applicable and as provided in s. 350.113, F.S., and s. 364.336, F.S., each 
company shall remit a fee based upon its gross operating revenue as provided below. This fee 
shall be referred to as a regulatory assessment fee, and each company shall pay a regulatory 
assessment fee in the amount of 0.0015 of its gross operating revenues derived from intrastate 
business. For the purpose of determining this fee, each telecommunications company shall 
deduct from gross operating revenues any amount paid to another telecommunications 
company for the use of any telecommunications network to provide service to its customers. 
Regardless of the gross operating revenue of a company, a minimum annual regulatory 
assessment fee of $50 shall be imposed. 

(2) Telecommunications companies that owed gross regulatory assessment fees of 
$10,000 or more for the preceding calendar year shall pay the fee and remit the appropriate 
form twice a year. The regulatory assessment fee and appropriate form shall be filed no later 
than July 30 for the preceding period of January 1 through June 30, and no later than January 
30 of the following year for the period of July 1 through December 3 1. Telecommunication 
companies that owed gross regulatory assessment fees of less than $10,000 for the preceding 
calendar year shall pay the fee and remit the appropriate form once a year. The regulatory 
assessment fee and appropriate form shall be filed no later than January 30 of the subsequent 
year for the current calendar year operations. 

(3) If the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the due date is 
extended to the next business day. If the fees are sent by registered mail, the date of the 
registration is the United States Postal Service's postmark date. If the fees are sent by 
certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal employee, the date on the receipt is 
the United States Postal Service's postmark date. The postmarked certified mail receipt is 
evidence that the fees were delivered. Regulatory assessment fees are considered paid on the 
date they are post marked by the United States Postal Service or received and logged in by 
the Commission's Division of Administration in Tallahassee. Fees are considered timely paid 
if properly addressed, with sufficient postage, and postmarked no later than the due date. 

(4) Commission Form PSC/CMU 25 (1 1/99), entitled "Local Exchange Company 
Regulatory Assessment Fee Return,"; Form PSC/CMU 26 (1 1/99), entitled "Pay Telephone 
Service Provider Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; Form PSC/CMU 34 (1 1/99), entitled 
"Shared Tenant Service Provider Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; Form PSC/CMU 153 
(1 1/99), entitled "Interexchange Company Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; and Form 
PSC/CMU 1 (1 1/99), entitled "Alternative Access Vendor Regulatory Assessment Fee 
Return"; and Form PSC/CMU 7 (1 1/99), entitled "Alternative Local Exchange Company 
Regulatory Assessment Fee Return" are incorporated into this rule by reference and may be 
obtained from the Commission's Division of Administration. 

(5) 

(a) 
(b) 

Each telecommunications company shall have up to and including the due date 

Remit the total amount of its fee or 
Remit an amount which the company estimates is its full fee. 

in which to submit the applicable form and 
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(6)  Where the company remits less than its full fee, the remainder of the full fee 
shall be due on or before the 30th day from the due date and shall, where the amount remitted 
was less than 90 percent of the total regulatory assessment fee, include interest as provided by 
subsection (8)(b) of this rule. 

(7) A company may request from the Division of Administration a 30-day 
extension of its due date for payment of regulatory assessment fees or for filing its return 
form. 

good cause. 

least two weeks before the due date. 

pursuant to this rule, the telecommunications company shall remit a charge in addition to the 
regulatory assessment fees, as set out in s. 350.113(5), F.S. 

Administration. The failure of a telecommunications company to receive a return form shall 
not excuse the company from its obligation to timely remit the regulatory assessment fees. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

The request for extension must be written and accompanied by a statement of 

The request for extension must be received by the Division of Administration at 

Where a telecommunications company receives an extension of its due date 

(d) The return forms may be obtained from the Commission’s Division of 

(8) The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission from the 
telecommunications company pursuant to the provisions of s. 350.113, F.S., and this rule, 
begins with the first calendar day after any date established as the due date either by operation 
of this rule or by an extension pursuant to this rule. 

amounts. 

amOUntS. 

(a) 

(b) 

A penalty, as set out in s. 350.113, F.S., shall apply to any such delinquent 

Interest at the rate of 12 percent per annum shall apply to any such delinquent 

Specific Authority: 350.127(2), F.S. 
Law Implemented: 350.113, 364.336, F.S. 
History: New 5/18/83, formerly 25-4.161, Amended 10/16/86, 01/01/91, 12/29/91, 01/08/95. 12/26/95, 
07/08/96, 11/11/99. 
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1. WHEN TO FILE: For companies which owed a total of S10,oOO or more of assessment fee for the prccdmg calendar year. this 
Regulatory Assessment Fec R e m  and payment must be filed or postmarked: 

On or bcfore July 30 for the six-month period Jan I through June 30. AND 
On or before J ~ u c u y  30 for the su-month period %y I h u g h  December 3 I .  

For companies which owed a total of less than $lO,oOO of assessment fec for the p d m g  calendar year. tbis Regulatory Assessment 
Fee Return and payment must be fied or postmarked: 

On or before January 30 for the prior twelve-month period Janua~y 1 through December 3 1. 

However, when Jul 30 or January 30 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the Regulatory Assessment Fee Return may be filed 
or postmarked on &e next business day, without penalty or interest. 

2. FEES: Each company shall pay 0.0015 of its gross o rating revenues derived from intrastate business, as r e f e r m e  in Rule 25- 
4.0161(1), F.A.C. Gross Operaw Rev- are &&as thc total revenues before expense$. Gross Intrastate Operatmg Revenues 
are defined as revenues from calls originating and termhating within Florida. Do not deduct my expenses, taxes. or uncolleftibles 
from these amounts. 

On Lint 8. deduct any amw~lo paid to another telecommunicadolu cow for thc, use of an telecommunications network to provide 
service to its customrs. Do any tays, fed @criber hne c&rges. interstate L n  distance access char es or amounts 

as voice mml. instde wire maintemce. or equipment purc&es/rentals. D E D U ~ O N S  MUST 
g&RAS'f%E ONLY AND MUST BE YERIFIABLE. 

or MNc semcu 

3 .  FAILURE TO FILE BY DUE DATE: Failure to tile a return by thc established due date will result in a penall , F i g  ,added to the 
amount of fec duc. 5 %  for each 30 days or fanion thcmf. not to exceed a total pcnalty of 25% Lux 11). In dition. mterest shall 

AsgesJmnt F a  R c ~ m  rn be completed, signed, aad Hed even if there are no revenues to report or irthe minimum amount is due. 

When a conpamy fails to timely firc a Regukatoty Assusmnt Fee Return. the Commission b the authoriry to order the 
c o m p ~ y  t o p  a penalty Cpuuor coned rhe conlp~y's cenajicaze. Ihc conywry will haw an opportuniry to respond to any 
proposed ommrwion &on. 

4. EXTENSION A request for an extauion of timc u to 30 days may be made by tiling the cncloscd Reqyst fpr Eacnrion to File 
ory Asscsmrmt Fee Rerum form (PSC/ADM-I&, fwo week8 pnor to the f i h g  date. when an extmton 1s granted. a charge "A addcd to the amount due: 

be added in the amount of 1% for each 30 days or fraction thereof, not to exceed a total of 12 5 6 '  per car (Lm 12). A Regulatory 

0.75% of the f a  to be nminai for an extauion of 15 days or lcaa. or 
1.5% of thc f a  for an extension of 16 to 30 days. 

In lieu of p in the charges outlined above a company may file a return and rcmit pa mcnt based y o n  estirn?cd ross operatin 
nvemw. I%& retum u filed by th mmai due date, the compan panted a &-day extension period m w h  to fie a n i  
remit the a c d  f ~ e  due without paying the above charger. rovidcdythe estimated f a  pa t remind is at last  90% of the actual 
f a  due for thc period. An automatic 30-day extension to &e an aclual return may be o m  by chefking the 'Estimated Return" 
space in the top left-hand corner on the reverse side. 

5. FEE -: You will be d c d  as to the amount and reason for my f a  d'utmat. Penalty and interet charges may 
be ~ i ~ a b l e  to additioaal BmouIlw owed the commiuion by reason pf the adjustment. h e  c o r n p a n s  H e  a wnnen request for 
a re% of any overpaymcnu. 'Ibe rrquest should be dirsted to Fiscal SCM- at the below-refe address. 

6. make a wpy for your files, and +un the original in the enclosed 
re axurate and expeditious ncordm of your paymcnt. Make our 
ou arc unable to use the envelope, p L  address your remittan& as 

Florida Public Service Commission 

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

ATTENTION: Fiscal Services 

For assistance regarding telffommunications facilities, pleare contact the Division of Communications at (850) 413-6502. 

Both divisions may be contacted at the a b o v e - r e f d  address, dircctii comspondcnce to the attention of the division. 

PSCICMU-7 (Rev. 1 1/11/99) 



25-24.820 Revocation of a Certificate. 

(1) The Commission may on its own motion, after notice and opporhlnity for hearing, revoke 
a company’s certificate for any of the following reasons: 
(a) Violation of a term or condition under which the authority was originally granted; 
(b) Violation of Commission rule or order; 
(c) Violation of Florida Statute; or 
(d) Violation of a price list standard. 

(2) If a certificated company desires to cancel its certificate, it shall request cancellation from 
the Commission in writing and shall provide the following with its request. Cancellation of a 
certificate shall be ordered subject to the holder providing the required information. 
(a) A statement of intent and date certain to pay regulatory assessment fee. 
(b) A statement of why the certificate is proposed to be canceled. 
(c) A statement as to how customer deposits and final bills will be handled. 
(d) Proof of individual customer notice regarding discontinuance of service. 

Specific Au(hon¶y 350 127(2) FS 
Law lmplemcnred 364 335, 364 345 FS 
History-New 12-27-95 


