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Attached in accordance with the requirements of the Commission's Final Order in Docket 
No. 960545-WS is the most recent report on the status of the pilot project. Please see the attached 
letter for more detail concerning this status report. 

If any members of the staff have any questions or concerns with the direction of the pilot 
project or anything within Mr. Porter's letters, either this report or previous reports, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

FMD/tms 
Enclosure 
cc: 	 Tom Walden, PSC AUS 

CAF David W. Porter, P.E. 
CMP Stephen G. Watford 
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Fcbruary 19, 2002 

Ms. Connie Kurish 
Aloha Utilities? Inc. 
691 5 Pci-rinc Ranch Road 
New Port Richey, FL 34655 

Regulatory Assistance; 
Pro cess Tro u bleshaoting; 
System Design, Permitting, 
Construction Observation; 

Forensic Engineering, 
Expert Witness Testimony; 

Rate Case Support 

Re: PSC Docket No. 0101 56-WU 
Prujsct Number AUI-02 1 - 1 - S  
Seven Spnngs WS Pilot Plant 
Status Rcport for 'Fcbruary 2002 

Dear Connie, 

I have prepared this project update letter so that you inszy use it in the preparation of your 
inonthly 1 - q "  to the FPSC coiiceniiiig this proj sct. 

Since my last report, I have been working on the interim pilot plant report as authorized by 
Steve Watford. T have also continued working with ORXCA-WATERCARE and WESTECH 
in lslc (cchiical program develupmmt dong with esiimaling construction and O&M costs 
for a MTEX demonstration plant. 

I have continued discussing the M E X  demonstration plant proposal with Steve Watford and 
have verbally provided his comments to Michael Rclurke o f  ORICA-WATERCARE via a 
telephone coiiversation I had with him earlier this 171onth. Also, Mr. Bowkc and I discussed 
the possibility of his attending a meeting with the FDEP sometime in the later past of Ma-ch 
to assist iiie in beginning fonnal discussions related to obtaining a pennit to construct and 
operate the proposed MIEX demonstration plant. Mr. Bourke stated tJmt he would nlakc: 
himself available, to meet with the FDEP as T requested. 

As we have beet1 discussing over the last scveral mmths, water supply problems and 
changes that Pasco County will be rnakjng to their water chemistry haw caused us to 
carefully consider how we will continue to MOW forward with tlic pilot project. Both Steve 
Watford and I have given this matter a considerable amount of thought and need to be 
ca-cful not to indke &cisions that: would rcsull in the pu~-clmse and installation o f  equipment 
that would need to be extensively modified andor replaced soon aftcr thcy wcre p l a d  into 
Service. 

As you are awaxc, last month Stcve' Watf'ord spokc to Pasco County's uitility director aid 
was told that the County still could not yrcdicl what the chemistry of their water would be 
aftcr thcy rriakc changes to their water system to comply with the ncw Disinfcctiori 
Byproduct Rules. Steve was also told that the County had decided to conduct additional pilot 
tests o f  the MIEX process to detennine its coiiipaiibility with the <;hlor:iiiiiriatiiii disinfection 
proccss they are considering for use in their water systeni. 
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Since my last report, J havc spoken to Bruce Kcmiedy, Pasco County Utilities’ engineer, to 
discuss the status of their proposed water quality changcs and their pilot testing of the MIEX 
process. Bruce told me that at this timc the County has not yet finalized preliminary planning 
for thc modifkations ncedcd to criablc thc Counly la cumply with the first stage USEPA 
Disiiifectioii Byproducts Rule changes. They are presently btgiruiirig a second round of 
bench testing to determine the effectiveriess of‘ utilizirig chluramines for disinfection 
bpi-oducts contxol. The results of this testing will be used to evaluate thc fcasibilily of the 
M E X  process for use at their water facilities. MI.. Kcimdy slated thai he believed that quite 
a lot of  work still rcrvaincd and that this work would need to be completed before the 
County would be in a position to provide Aloha with any dcfiiiitive infoimatiotz regarding 
the prqiected final watei- chemistry that it could expect after all  he County’s water systcm 
iiiodi ficatioiis and upgrades are made. 

Mr. Kcnncdy and T also discusscd how Aloha and the County might share data fioiii the 
various pilot plant projects SO as to increasc the bwcfit d t h c  testing IO both utilities’ 
customers. Mr. Kennedy agreed that a meeting of Aloha and its engiraeeis and the County 
and its eiigiiieers to discuss the pilot testing work completed I’r each system to date would 
bc very dcsii-ablc Wc discussed possibly holding t h i s  meeting in late Mach after the 
County’s engineers and Aloha’s engineers have had time td prcpare their data for review and 
usc at thc incctiiig. 1 told hiin that Aloha W O L L ~ ~  very much like lo attc-nd such a meeting and 
to coi lhue to sliai-e similar data os it becomes availablc in thc future. Mr. Kennedy a h  told 
me of n meeting he recently nttendcd whcrc rcprcscntatives of Lee and Pinellas Couiitics ad 
Tampa Bay Water statcd that tlicy were iiiterested in the MTEX process and that thcy either 
had retained C O ~ I S K ~ ~ E L I I ~ S  or were considering rctaining consultants to study the MIEX 
process for use at thcir water systems. As the work of these o l lm utilities gets underway, it 
may bc beiicficial to skiire data with thein as well. 1 will make inquires of 11iosc utilities to 
see if they are interested. 

As I statcd in iny last rcpoi-t, t l i ~  volriine of data to be tabulated and presented in the interim 
pilot plant repor1 is qu i t e  large, therefore, some time wilt be required to complctc it. 
CuiTeiitly, 1 estimate that 1 will have the report col-t.lpleted in mid to latc March. As so011 as 

the report is ready. 1 will begiii working with Ilic FDEP to pciinit the deinonstration facility. 

If you have any questions please call me. 

Engineering Coiisultant 




