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PROCEEDINGS 

THE SPEAKER: Read t h e  n e x t  b i71 .  

THE CLERK: By The Commit tee on Business 

Regu la t ion  and Representa t ive  M a y f i e l d ,  House B i l l  ; 

1903, a b i l l  to be e n t i t l e d  "An ac t  r e l a t i n g  t o  

r e g u l  a t i  on o f  t e 1  ecommuni cat-i ons c o m p a n i e s  I 

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  Mayf i  e7 d. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank y o u ,  

M r .  Speaker. 

Members, we s t a r t e d  ques t ions  on t h i s  b i l l  

yesterday, and we TP'd i t ,  and we were w a i t i n g  f o r  

t h e  Senate B i l l  t o  come over. And at t h i s  t i m e ,  

M r .  speaker, I would l i k e  t o  make a mot ion t h a t  we 

move to s u b s t i t u t e  and consider Senate B i l l  654 i n  

lieu of House B i l l  1903. 

THE SPEAKER: A 1 1  r i g h t .  Representa t ive  

May f i  el d moves to s u b s t i  ture and consi der Senate B< 11 

654 i n  l i e u  o f  House S i 1 1  1903. AIJ  i n  f a v o r  say yea, 

o p p o s e d  nay. 

show i t  a d o p t e d .  

Read t h e  Senate B i l l .  Read t h e  Senate 

B i l l .  

THE CLERK: B y  t h e  Committee on 

Communi cat-ions and pub7 i c u t i  7 i ti es and Senator  

H a r i  dopol os,  C o n "  ttee s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Senate B i  11 654, 
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a b i l l  t o  be e n t i t l e d  "An a c t  r e l a t i n g  to r e g u l a t i o n  

o f  t e l  ecommuni c a t i  ons companies I 'I 

THE SPEAKER: Representat ive M a y f i e l  d moves 

t h e  ru l e s  be waived and Senate B i l l  654 b e  -read a 

second t i m e  by t i t l e .  ~ 1 1  i n  favo r  s i g n i f y  by saying 

yea ,  opposed nay. 

Show i t  a d o p t e d .  

Read t h e  b i l l .  

THE CLERK: By Senator Har i  dopol os, 

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Senate d ill 654, a b i l l  to be 

e n t i t l e d  "An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  regulat ion o f  

communi ca t?  ons companies. 'I 

THE SPEAKER: A l l  r i g h t .  Representative 

Mayfield, you've exp la ined  the b i l l ;  i s  that c o r r e c t ?  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Yes s i  r. 

M r .  speaker -- 

THE SPEAKER: Do you want to f u r t h e r  

e x p l a i n  the b i l l ?  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: We spent  some 

t i m e  on the  explanar ion o f  t h i s  yes terday ,  b u t  1'11 

j u s t  run through a couple o f  p o i n t s .  

Members, t h i s  b i71  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  PSC full 

a u t h o r i t y  tu oversee a measured, t h r e e - s t e p  process to 

g e t  us i n t o  an e f f e c t i v e  competit ive marketp lace a t  

t h e  loca l  exchange -level.  It r e t a j n s  PSC ove r s igh t  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, mc. 
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over  v i t a l  customer p r o t e c t i o n .  It's g o i n g  t o  expand 

t h e  L j f e l i n e  program t o  125% o f  t h e  federal poverty 

level a n d  expand t h a t  Lifel ine o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  25% o f  

t h e  s u b s c r i b e r  base across the  s t a t e .  

And t h e  most e x c i t i n g  t h i n g  f: t h i n k  a b o u t  

t h i s  b i l l ,  members, what i t  does, i t  fences o f f  

i n t r u s i  ve regul a t i  on from emergi  ng t echno log i  es 1 i ke 

v o i  ce-over- i  n t e r n e t  . 
MI-. speaker,  that's what t h e  b i l l  does. 

THE SPEAKER: A r e  t h e r e  ques t i ons?  Are 

t h e r e  amendments? 

THE CLERK: None on the d e s k ,  M r .  Speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: Show t h e  b i l l  -- 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C larke  has a quest ion.  

REPRESENTATIVE CLARKE: Thank you, 

M r .  Speaker. 

Representa t ive  Mayfield,  I would l i k e  to 

c la r i fy  t h a t  what t h i s  b i l l  actually does i s ,  i t  moves 

t h e  r a t e - s e t t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  back t o  t h e  p u b l i c  Se rv i ce  

Commission f rom t h e  Legislature .  

THE SPEAKER: Represen ta t i ve  Mayfield. 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Thank you, 

M r  . Speaker. 

Representa t ive  C l  a r k ,  that's exact1 y what 

i t  does. It moves t h e  p o l i t i c a l  process one s t e p  away 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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from ra te  changes o r  poss ib le  ra te  changes. 

f o r t h  p r o v i s i o n s  which will r e q u i r e  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  

Commjssjon t o  s i t  i n  judgment and t o  determine two 

f a c t o r s :  one, will t h e  p e t i t i o n  t o  change - ra tes  

create competjtion i n  t h e  local  marketplace; a n d  two, 

w i  7 1 i t  be b e n e f i k i  a1 t o  resi  d e n t i  a1 customers. 

B e f o r e  any changes can take place, t h a t  has to be 

determined by t h e  PSC. 

It s e t s  

THE SPEAKER: Representative C l a r k e  f o r  a 

follow-up. 

REPRESENTATIVE CLARKE: Thank you, 

M r .  Speaker. Does t h i s  process w i t h  the P u b l i c  

serv j  ce Commi ssion i nvolve pub1 i c hear? ngs and t i m e  

f o r  the p u b l i c  to make t h e i r  v o i c e s  known? 

THE SPEAKER: Representative Mayfi e l d  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Absol ute? y , 
Representative C l a r k e .  

process whi ch t h e  Pub1 i c S e r v i  ce Commi ssi on wi 11 

follow. 1-t has to conduct hear ings.  It i s  completely 

open. 

It i s  a completely open 

THE SPEAKER: A 7 1  r i g h t .  Are t h e r e  other  

q u e s t i o n s ?  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Allen f o r  a quest ion.  

REPRESENTATIVE ALLEN: Thank you, 

M r .  Speaker.  

Represen ta t i ve  Mayfield, i t  i s  my 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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correc t  on t h i  s , t h a t  t h e  L i  f e l  i ne provi si on i n s i d e  

t h e  b i l l  t h a t  came over from t h e  Senate actually 

increases by nearly a million those around .the state 

t h a t  would actually be able to have those  v i t a l  loca l  

s e r v i c e s  known as- Life l ine ,  and i t  d i d  extend t h e  

equat ion.  IS t h a t  accurate? 

THE SPEAKER: For an answer, Representat ive 

Mayfi  e l  d .  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Y e s ,  

Representa t ive  Allen, it does. The subscr iber  base i s  

expanded by 25% from what i t  currently i s .  

i s  going t o  ensure t h a t  te lephone s e r v i c e s  are 

prov ided to those who real ly  are  t h e  t r u l y  most needy 

in our s t a t e .  A11 t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  assjstance are  

still going TO b e  i n  place,  and i t  i s  substantially 

enhanced  under t h i s  b i l l .  

And t h i s  

THE SPEAKER: Represen ta t i ve  Prieguez. 

REPRESENTATIVE PRTEGUEZ: Thank you very 

much, Mr. Speake r .  

B u t  i s n ' t  i t  also t r u e ,  Representat ive 

Mayf ie fd ,  t h a t  once p a r i t y  i s  reached -- and t h a t  can 

be i n  two years -- t h a t  at t ha t  p y i n t  i n  time, 

Lifeline s t o p s ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  above w h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  

p r o t e c t j n g  t h e  poores-t peop le  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  

~- 
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: O f  COUrSe i t  - i s # -  

(Laughter.) 

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  Mayfield.  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: M r .  Speaker, I 
I 

I 
would l i k e  t o  y i e l d  t o  Representa t ive  R i t t e r  f o r  an 

l answer t o  t h a t  quest ion.  

I THE SPEAKER: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i  t t e r .  

I REPRESENTATIVE R T l T E R :  Thank you, 
I 

~ r .  Speaker. 

~ There's noth ing i n  t h e  legislation t h a t  

~ says t h a t  L i f e l i n e  consumers' .phone b i l l s  w i l l  be 

automat i  cal l  y frozen a f t e r  p a r i t y  i s reached. There's 

n o t h i n g  i n  t he  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  suggests t h a t  t h a t  i s  

the case. 

THE SPEAKER: Represen ta t i ve  Robai na. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROBAINA: Thank you, 

Mr. speaker. 

Representa t ive ,  i n  t h i s  process, a re  we no t  
I 
I I 

t a k i n g  t h i s  o u t  o f  t h e  po l i t i ca l  arena and p l a c i n g  i t  

i n  t h e  hands o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  who have t h e  e x p e r t i s e  

t o  consider  t hese  complex i s s u e s ?  IS that not 

~ 

7 

a t  t h a t  -- those c r e d i t s  t h a t  they rece ive  f rom 

L i f e l i n e  w i l l  e n d  r i g h t  there a n d  will  n o t  cont inue,  

and basic rates w i l l  go up? I s n ' t  t h a t  also t r u e ,  

Representa t ive  Mayfiel d? 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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correct?  

Thank you, ~ r .  speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: Representative Mayf i  e1 d .  

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Representa t jve  

Robajna, that's exac t ly  w h a t  one o f  t h e  goals  o f  t h i s  

b i l l  i s ,  i s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  evaluat ion o f  t echn ica l ,  

extremely techn-i cal presentations a n d  pe t i t i ons  

regard ing rate adjustments i n  t h e  hands o f  engineers 

and those t h a t  are techn i  call y profi  c i  e n t  to be ab1 e 

t o  analyze t h i s .  

t h i s  b i l l  a n d  one o f  i t s  primary goals.  

Tha t ' s  one o f  t h e  b e s t  t h ings  about 

THE SPEAKER: A l l  r igh t .  Are there  o ther  

quest5 ons? 

Are t h e r e  amendments on t h e  desk? 

THE CLERK: None on t h e  desk, Mr. speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: Show t h e  b i l l  w i l l  r o l l  over  

t o  t h i r d  reading. 

Now Representative Mayfi el d moves t h a t  t h e  

rules be waived and Senate sill 654 be read a r h i  rd  

T i m e  by title. A l l  i n  favor  s i g n i f y  by saying yea ,  

opposed nay. 

Show i t  adop ted .  

Read t h e  b i l l .  

THE CLERK: B y  Senaror H a r j  dopol o s ,  

committee Subs t i tu te  f o r  senate B i l l  654, a b i l l  to be 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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e n t i t l e d  "An act  re la t ing  t o  regu la t i on  o f  

t e l  ecommuni cations compani es . " 
THE SPEAKER: Is t h e r e  debate on t h e  bill? 

IS t h e r e  debate on t h e  b i l l ?  

Represen ta t i ve  P r i  eguez. 

REPRESENTATIVE P R I E G U E Z :  Thank you very 

m u c h ,  M r .  S p e a k e r .  

Lad-ies and gentlemen, 1 want you to pay as 

I would like to premise close a t t e n t i o n  as possible.  

a l l  m y  remarks f i r s t  by saying that I bel ieve,  I 

h o n e s t l y  believe t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some, and perhaps a 

l o t  of members i n  t h i s  chamber t h a t  i n  good conscience 

cou ld  v o t e  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

it may do.  

op in ion ,  are  no t  guaranteed i n  any way, shape, o r  

fo rm,  b u t  no tw j ths tand ing  tha- t ,  I believe t h a t  some 

could  i n  good conscience vote f o r  t h i s  b i l l  

Those t h i n g s  t h a t  i t  may do, i n  my 

Having s a i d  t h a t ,  I'm going to t a l k  a 

l i t t l e  b i t  about t he  reasons why I t h i n k  t h a t  f o l k s  

should n o t  v o t e  f o r  t h i s  b i l l ,  a n d  1 t h i n k  t h a t  those  

reasons a re  powerful, f o r  a l l  o f  you h e r e  to s t r o n g l y  

cons ide r  how i t  i s  t h a t  y o u ' r e  go ing  t o  vo te  on t h i s  

l e g i  s7 a t i o n .  

And I ' m  g o i n g  t o  b e g i n  by going to S e c t i o n  

15 o f  t h e  b i l l .  And S e c t i o n  15 i s  about  t h e  c r i t e r j a  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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t h a t  need t o  be f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  phone companies when 

they  p e t i t i o n  t h e  Pub1 i c Servi ce Cornmi s s i  on. 

have t o  f u l f i l l  according- t o  t he  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  c e r t a i n  

c r j t e r i a  t h a t  would allow f o r  a rebalancing- o f  t h e  

rates so t h a t  the whole purpose o f  t h i s  l eg i s l a t ion  

can occur .  

you can see and hear f o r  yourselves how nebulous and  

vague they r e a l l y  are and  how e a s i l y  attainable t hey  

t r u l y  are ,  because I want t o  remind everyone, t h e  

whole purpose o f  t h i s  i s  to rebalance ra tes .  okay? 

SO -it wouldn't -- i f  t h e  whole purpose o f  t h i s  i s  t o  

rebalance r a t e s ,  then they're not going to make i t  

tough.  The c r i t e r i a  w i l l  not  be tough to make these 

t h i  ngs happen. 

They 

And I'm-going t o  go over those c r i t e r i a  so 

Number one -- and I ' m  r ea l ly  going  t o  focus 

on number one. It removes t h e  s u b s i d i e s  that w i l l  

make 1 oca1 r e s i  d e n t i  a1 competi t i  on more attract-i  ve I 

NOW, remember, when we rebalance ra tes ,  -kt means t h a t  

long dis tance w i l l  go  down because o f  t h e  reduc t i on  .in 

access charges, b u t  t h e r e  must a lso  be increased 

competi t ion on local s e r v i c e .  Local se rv ice  i s  

corm-olled f o r  t h e  most p a r t  by t h r e e  very b i g  

companies, Bel 1 South, Veri zon, a n d  s p r i n t  . 
The o n l y  way t h a t  t rue  competition can 

occur  a t  t h e  bas ic  s e r v i c e  level i s  i n  t h r e e  ways. 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REP,ORTERS, INC. 
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The f i  r s t  way is, t h e y  would have t o  b u i l d  a network 

and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  on -their own. So t h i n k  about 

t h a t .  what has t a k e n  Bel lSouth,  s p r i n t ,  and Ver izon  

t o  do over t h e  years,  God knows how many years, t hey  

would have t o  do t h a t .  These new companies would have 

t o  l a y  t h e  w i  r e  up and down t h e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  so 

t h a t  t h e y  could compete agai n s t  Bel 1 South, V e r i  zon, 

and s p r i n t .  So t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  tough, i n  my o p i n i o n .  

T h a t ' s  number one. 

Number two,  they coul  d 7 ease unbundl ed 

network elements.  And number two and  number th ree  a re  

s o r t  o f  combined, lease unbundled network elements and 

lease minutes  from t h e  incumbent companies, and f o r  

t h e  sake o f  argument, t h e  t h r e e  b i g  companies, minutes 

f o r  them t o  s e l l .  

NOW, l e t ' s  t h i n k  about  t h i s  f o r  a second. 

Let's t h i n k  about t h i s  f o r  a second. rf t h i s  b i l l  

passes, a company tha-t wants t o  compete a g a i n s t  

 ells south a t  t h e  local  l e v e l ,  it has to -- under t h i s  

law,  t h e y  have t o  go t o  B e l l s o u t h  and n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  

Be l  lsouth t h e  use o f  t h e i  r l i n e s  t o  be a b l e  t o  compete 

aga ins t  B e l l s o u t h ,  and t o  be a b l e  t o  compete a g a i n s t  

s p r i n t ,  and t o  be a b l e  t o  compete aga ins t  Ver izon.  

NOW, where does t h a t  make sense? How will 

t h a t  work? How will these companies, you Itnow, j u s t  

. ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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open themselves up to compe t i t i on  by allowing t h e  use 

o f  t h e i r  own l i n e s ,  the-r'r own l ines  t h a t  they've -- 

you know, i t  has cost t hem-God  knows how much money to 

l a y  ou t?  So that's why I t h i n k  t h a t  number- one 

c r j t e r i a  t h a t  needs to be met  by these companies is  so 

very d i  f f i  c u l t .  

Number two,  b e n e f i t  r e s i  dent-i a1 consumers. 

It's g o i n g  t o  have t o  b e n e f i t  r e s i d e n t i a l  consumers. 

HOW w i l l  the PSC know what r e s i d e n t i a l  consumers are 

going to be helped by t h i s  and how many will be  hur t?  

Because there  w i l 7  be people t h a t  will be h u r t .  There 

w i l l  be  peop le  t h a t  will pay more i n  the- i r  bas i c  

s e r v i c e .  T h e r e ' s  no quest ion about tha t ,  f o l  ks-  NO 

one can deny t h a t .  SO there's no d e t e r m i n i n g  factor 

to t h a t .  

Number t h r e e ,  induce enhanced market en t r y ,  

a l so  very  vague.  

Number f o u r ,  move swi tched n e t w o r k  access 

rares to p a r i t y  i n  two to f o u r  years. 

whole purpose of the b i l l ,  to make that  happen so that 

t h e r e ' s  a reba lanc ing  o f  t h e  rates by l o w e r i n g  the 

access charges,  and the b a s i c  r a t e s  w i l 7  go u p .  And 

number f o u r ,  by i r  b e i n g  revenue n e u t r a l ,  again,  t h e  

bas i c  ra tes  will go u p .  The companies w i l l  n o t  be  

a b l e  t o  make more money once t h e  access charges go 

Tha t ' s  t h e  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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down. Every th ing  -- so something's g o t  t o  g ive .  

E i t h e r  from one p lace o r  t he  o the r ,  something has gut 

t o  g i v e ,  and i t ' s  go ing t o - g i v e  i n  t h e  basic service.  

SO, you know, t h a t ' s  my -- t h a t ;  1 guess-, 

And t h e  whole p o i n t  o f  i s  my summary on Sec t ion  15. 

t h e  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  i t ' s  go ing l e a d  t o  increased rates, 

i nc rease  b a s i c  s e r v i  ce. 

Now, number two, Senator Argenziano a month 

ago sent a very detailed l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Se rv i ce  

Commi ssion about,  you know, t h e  who1 e 1,eg-i sl a t i o n .  

And, you know, t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  remains i n  t h a t  current 

s t a t e  f o r  a71 i n t e n t s  a n d  purposes. And, you know, 

I ' m  j u s t  going t o  p o i n t  to a couple o f  quest ions.  

Number one, one o f  t h e  f-i r s t  ques t i ons  i s ,  

"IS i t  correct t h a t  PSC approval  o f  a L E C ' S  p e t i t i o n  

t o  reduce i t s  i n t e r s t a t e  s w i t c h e d  network access rate 

i n  a revenue neut ra l  manner must resu l t  i n  increases 

i n  t h e  LEC 'S  basic local service r a t e s ? "  And t h e  

answer i s ,  "The r e so lu t ion  o f  each p e t i t i o n  w i l l  

depend upon the  record developed i n  each proceeding. 

The b i l l  does s t a t e  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  implement  a revenue 

ca tegory  mechani stn consi  s t i  n g  o f  bas i  c 1 oca1 

t e l  ecommuni c a t i  o n s  s e r v i c e  revenues and i n t e r s t a t e  

s w i t c h e d  ne twork  access revenues t o  achieve revenue 

n e u t r a l  4 t y  . I '  Agai n, t h e  revenue neutral i ty means t h a t  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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t he  basic  ra tes  w i l l  go up. 

Another q u e s t i o n ,  "Is i t  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  PSC 

has no a u t h o r i  ty under t h i s  1 e g i  SI a t i  on t o  i ni ti a t e  

bas i c  l o c a l  r a t e  adjustments o f  any k i n d  on i t s  own- 

mot ion and t h a t  i t s  s o l e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  address bas ic  

local ra tes  o r  access fee adjustments would be on t h e  

p e t i t i o n  o f  a 1 oca1 exchange t e l  ecommuni c a t i  ons 

company?" The response, y e s .  

A t  t h e  very, very end, a t  t h e  very,  very 

e n d ,  r a t e s  w i l l  be u n c o n t r o l l e d ,  per iod ,  per iod ,  i f  

every th ing  i s  followed t h r o u g h  t h e  way t h e  

te'l ecommuni cat-i ons companies want i t  t o  be f o l  1 owed 

through.  

t o  you how t h e r e  will be no way t h a t  t h e  PSC w i l l  be 

able  t o  s t o p  t h a t ,  because a f t e r  a l l ,  t h i s  i s  the very 

p u r p o s e  of t h e  legislation t h a t  w e ' r e  debat ing  today. 

It i s  t h e  v e r y  purpose o f  i t ,  so I t h i n k  that's very 

impor tan t  

And I've already showed you and demonstrated 

Am I cor rec t  -- one more q u e s t i o n  from t h a t  

l e t t e r .  

no possibility t h a t  t h e  PSC could  lower basic loca l  

s e r v i c e  r a t e s  pursuant  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  the 

1 e g i  s?a t i  on?" 

" ~ m  I c o r r e c t  i n  understanding t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

The response agai n i s yes I 

1-et me d o v e t a i l  from what 1 just exp la ined 

t o  you a l l  r i g h t  now t o  t h e  whole i s s u e  o f  p a r i t y ,  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, TNC. 
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because that's one o f  t h e  s t e p s  i n  t h e  road map to get 

to where t h e  telecommunications companies want t o  g e t  

t o .  

d i s tance  i s  t h e  same as t h e  i n t r a s t a t e  l o n g  d i s tance ,  

a n d  i t ' s  supposed to happen i n  two t o  f o u r  years.  

t h e  way t h a t  occurs, folks, i s  t h a t ,  number one, i t  

l o w e r s  t h e  access fees ,  and that leads to t h e  r a i s i n g  

o f  bas i c  rates. 

P a r i t y  i s  when a b i g  company's i n t e r s t a t e  l o n g  

And 

You reach the  p a r i t y .  A t  t b a t  p o i n t ,  you 

reach the p a r i t y  when it's the same c o s t  f o r  one as 

f o r  t h e  o the r .  The companies t h e n  elect t o  have the 

a b i l i t y  TO r a i s e  e i t h e r  6% i f  there's no c o m p e t i t i o n  

a t  t h e  basl'c s e r v i c e  l e v e l  o r  20% i f  there  -is 

compe t i t i on .  

o t h e r  company t h a t  is  competing, so i t  c o u l d  go up 

automatically to t h e  20%. 

And c u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  a t  least one 

They go b e f o r e  the PSC,  and t h e y  do -- they  

basically g e t  t o  do whatever they  want. 

-- l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  very c a r e f u l l y .  

access f e e s  enough, t h e r e  w i l l  be complete 

I f  they a l l  

I f  t h e y  lower t h e  

And, you know, I ' v e  s a i d  t h a t  b e f o r e ,  

t o  r e i t e r a t e .  There will be comple te  

n every th i  ng. 

1 go up. The basic  rates w i l l  go  up. 

Ladi  es and g e n t 7  emen, 

There will be,  of course, no c o n t r o l  over t h e  l o n g  

d e r e g u l  a t i  on I 

b u t  I ' m  going 

d e r e g u l a t i o n  

e v e r y t h i n g  w i  

1 
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distance,  and everything will be -- eve ry th ing  w i l l  be 

open to a b s o l u t e l y  no c o n t r o l  by the public Service 

Commission at t h a t  p o i n t  i n  time. 

L e t  me t a l k  about it one more time, and  -1 

may mention a quest ion  tha t  I asked Representative 

Mayfield about the L i f e l i n e .  And t h i s  i s  i n  Section 

( c )  o f  t h e  b i l l .  L i f e l i n e ,  a f t e r  they reach p a r i t y ,  

w h i c h  can be i n  two years,  Lifeline will only  cover so 

much. A f t e r  that, a f t e r  tha- t r ,  i t  w i l l  no t  cont inue to 

r i s e  i n  a comparable measure w i t h  what bas ic  rates 

w i l l  go up. 

Read from t h e  b i l l .  Any 1ocal exchange 

te l  ecommuni ca t i ons  company customer r e c e i v i n g  L i f e 1  i ne 

b e n e f i T s  shall not be s u b j e c t  to any residential  basic 

1 oca7 t e 7  ecommuni ca t i ons  servi ce ra te  i ncreases 

a u t h o r i z e d  by 364 until such t i m e  as t he  local 

exchange t e l  ecommuni cat ions  company reaches p a r i t y  as 

d e f i n e d  i n  S t a t u t e  364, o r  u n t i l  t h e  customer no 

longer  qua l i f i e s  f o r  t h e  L i f e l i n e  b e n e f i t s  estab7ished 

by t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  o r  un less  o t h e r w i s e  determ-ined by t he  

Commission upon p e t i t i o n  by a 7ocal exchange 

telecommunications company. 

S o  c lea r ly ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  he re  that 

prevents  Ljfe-l ine customers from c o n t i n u i n g  to be 

covered as they are  r i g h t  now once basic  r a t e s  s t a r t  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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g o i n g  up. 1 mean, there's absolutely no q u e s t i o n  

a b o u t  t h i s .  

And once again; l a d i e s  and gentlemen, I 

want t o  return one more t i m e  t o  t h e  whole argument o f  

compe t i t i on .  1 t h i n k  t h a t  everyone here can agree 

t h a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  selling p o i n t  from t h e  

t e 7  ecommuni c a t i o n s  compani es has been t h a t  we need 

t h i s  because it will b r i n g  compe t i t i on .  So l e t ' s  

t h i n k  about  t h a t  f o r  a second. The telecommunicat ions 

companies want more compe t i t i on .  They want more 

compe t i t i on .  

Heck, you know what I may do? N e x t  year I 

may pass a b i l l  so t h a t  t h e r e  are more seafood 

processors on t h e  M i  ami R i v e r  process3 ng l o b s t e r s  I 

H e l l ,  I want more  compet i t ion  t o o  on t h e  M i a m i  R i v e r  

-- h e c k .  Excuse me. I: want more c o m p e t i t i o n  on t h e  

M i a m i  R i v e r .  Representa t ive  R u s s e l l ,  he has a pool 

company. ~ ' m  su re  he would be i n  favor  o f  10 more 

pool companies showing up i n  h i s  neighborhood, and so 

on a n d  so f o r t h .  

How could we assume f o r  a second t h a t  t h i s  

makes any k i n d  of sense whatsoever, t h a t  t h e s e  f o l k s  

really w a n t  more c o m p e t i t i o n ?  It just -- to me, i t  

d o e s n ' t  make any sense. And I w i l l  argue to you t h a t  

what we have now i s  t h e  b e s t  f o r  t h e  people i n  t h e  

~~ 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

18 

S t a t e  of  F l  o r i  d a .  

And l e t  me t e l l  you why t h a t  i s ,  because 

number one, we have very,  v e r y ,  very low basic phone 

s e r v i c e ,  very ,  very low. Be i t  a r t i f i c i a l  - o r  no t ,  we 

have i t  very  low. And number two, we have an 

i n c r e d i b l e  amount o f  o p t i o n s  when we make l ong  

d i s t a n c e  phone ca l l s .  I ,  when I ' m  c a l l i ng  f r om my 

landl ine at home and  I ' m  ca l l ing  my s j s t e r  i n  San 

Diego o r  a c l i e n t  i n  New Y o r k ,  I d ia l  101 f o r  state to 

s t a t e ,  and then I d i a l  t h e  l o n g  d i s tance  number, and I 

g e t  charged 8 cen ts  p e r  m i n u t e  24 hours a d a y .  And 

t h e r e  are a myriad o f  these companies, a myriad o f  

t h e s e  companies t h a t  o f f e r  t hose  s e r v i  ces for  p e n n i e s  

p e r  m i n u t e  24 hours a day .  

S o  why -- what would be t h e  purpose of 

competition? I f  compet i t ion  i s  going  TO reduce t h e  

p r i c e  and -is going t o  make it more competitive and i s  

go ing  t o  make a l l  t h e s e  p r i c e s  go down as people a re  

a l leg ing ,  why d o  t h a t  i f  we already have i t? why pass 

t h i s  l eg i s l a t ion  i f  we have t h e  best world, we're 

blessed t o  have t h e  bes t  wor ld ,  t h e  b e s t  o f  b o t h  

worlds r i g h t  now, no l o n g  d i s t a n c e  and no basic 

s e r v i c e ?  

S O  I rea l ly  want you t o  t h i n k  about t h i s  

carefully. 1 want you t o ,  you know, concentrate on 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C ,  
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t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I'm say ing  and t h i n k  about t h a t  i n  

your  mind. 

And t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  my arguments have come 

from a p u b l i c  p o l i c y  p e r s p e c t i v e .  For one -second I ' m  

going t o  t a l k  abou t  p o l i - t i c s .  

maybe i t  was a month ago, Representa t ive  Bense s a i d ,  

"Folks, d o n ' t  worry about v o t i n g  f o r  c e r t a i n  b i l l s ,  

because t h e r e  m i g h t  be a m a i l e r  coming y o u r  way. You 

d o n ' t  Itnow which m a i l e r  i t ' s  go ing t o  be. You don't 

know where jt's go ing  t o  come from, bu t  don't be a 

mai 1 et-. " 

A couple o f  months ago, 

E u t  I'm here t o  t e l l  you, t h i s  i s  a 

m a i l e r .  You're s t a r i n g  a t  i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  face .  T h i s  

i s  a mailer,  because i t ' s  no t  the r i g h t  t h i n g  to do. 

L a s t  year I d i d  t h e  wrong t h i n g .  Last year 

I voted f o r  t h i s ,  a n d  I r e g r e t  i t .  I looked away, and 

I regretted i t .  Th is  year I'm n o t  go ing  to l o o k  away. 

Thank you very much, M r .  Speaker. 

(Appl ause. ) 

THE SPEAKER: Is t h e r e  fu r the r  debate? 

Representative s losberg .  

REPRESENTATIVE SLOSBERG: Thank y o u ,  

M r .  Speaker. 1 r i s e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  

1 have a problem.  MY problem i s  t h a t  we 

c a n ' t  even use our of f ices  i n  our  d i s t r i c t  i n  Boca 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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Raton. M y  d i s t r i c t  i s  Nor th  Broward and  South P a l m  

Beach County. And t h e  reason t h a t  we c a n ' t  use our 

te lephones i n  t h e  Boca Raton o f f i c e  i s  because o f  t h e  

fact we've been getting so many calls abou-c t h i s  b i l l ,  

i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  I have 54,000 s e n i o r  

c i t i zens  i n  my d i s t r i c t ,  and many o f  them don't have 

t h e  computers where they can j u s t  send us whatever 

t h e y  feel  on the computer. Instead, t h e y  p i c k  up 

t h e i r  phones. 

we've lad so many compla in ts  about t h i s  b i l l .  

And we c o u l d  b a r e l y  use our phones, 

The problem i s  t h a t  my s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ,  

i t ' s  a b i g  increase t o  them, whatever i t  i s ,  because 

of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  j u s t  on a f i x e d  income. And 

t h e  bottom line h e r e  i s  t h a t  1 want to go home, 1 want 

to get o f f  t h a t  a i  rp7ane i n  P a l m  Beach County, and I: 

d o n ' t  want weapons o f  mass d e s t r u c t i o n  w a i t i n g  f o r  me 

when I g e t  off t h a t  p l a n e .  so I have t o  do t h e  r i g h t  

t h i n g  f o r  my d i s t r i c t  and t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  State o f  

F1or ida ,  and I ' m  aga ins t  t h i s  b i l l .  

Thank you. 

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  R i t t e r .  

REPRESENTATIVE R I T T E R :  Thank you, 

M r .  Speaker.  F i r s t ,  I promise n o t  t o  be as l ong  as 

t h e  f i  r s t  speaker on t h i s  b i l l .  

I f  I needed a 100% guarantee on eve ry th ing  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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I voted f o r  on the f l o o r  o f  t h i s  House, t h e r e  wouldn't 

b e  anything 1 would be ab le  to cast a v o t e  on. Much 

o f  what we vote on i s  based on what t h e  sponsors tell 

us,  a n d  we take  a l e a p  a f a i t h  o f t e n  when we v o t e  on 

t h i n g s ,  hoping t h a t  w h a t  w e  are t o l d  they  do w i l l  be 

actually w b a t  they do. 

There a r e  o n l y  two guarantees i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  

as we a l l  know, death and taxes.  I f  our Speaker had 

h i s  way, t h e r e  would on ly  be one guarantee, and t h a t  

would  be death.  B u t  t h e r e  are  on ly  two guarantees in 

l i f e ,  death and taxes.  SO I choose t o  take  t h i s  leap 

o f  faith t h a t  m y  c o n s t i t u e n t s  will actua77y see a 

r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  phone b i l l .  

I never  thought  t h a t  t h e  day would  come 

when 1 would listen t o  a member o f  the m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  

t e l l  me that d e r e g u l a t i o n  was bad. I ' v e  been here f o r  

seven years ,  and a l l  I ever hear i s  f r e e  market, 

deregu la t i on ,  compe t i t i on ,  those are  good t h i  ngs. SO 

when t h e  chai r o f  Business Regu la t ion  t e l l s  me t h a t  

deregulat ion i s  a bad t h i n g ,  again, t h i s  i s  one o f  

those t i m e s  where I sc ra tch  my head and I wonder 

what's do ing  on here .  

Deregu la t i on  i s  a good t h i n g .  & r i n g i n g  

c o m p e t i t i o n  in i s  a good t h i n g .  

sugges t i  ng t h a t  compet i t ion  i s b r o u g h t  i n because 

And I ' m  n o t  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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that's what the  industry t o l d  me t o  say. I ' m  

suggesting t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  a good t h i n g  because i t  

w i l l  d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t  my cons t i tuents ,  and your 

c o n s t j t u e n t s  as wel l .  J: want more competit'ion, a n d -  

t h i s  i s  a good way t o  do it. 

In c los ing ,  l e t  me say t h j s .  I f  you are 

worried about t h e  politics o f  t h i s  b j l l  , l e t  me 

suggest t h a t  many o f  t h e  th ings  t h a t  have been done on 

t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h i s  house d u r i n g  t h i s  session a r e  f a r  

more damaging t h a t  what i s  be ing done i n  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  piece of l eg i s l a t ion .  

please do not worry  about t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

YOU are  l o w e r i n g  rates f o r  your cons t i t uen ts .  

I f  you are worr ied,  

And a s  f o r  T h o s e  o f  us who l i v e  in South 

F l o r i d a  and have e l d e r l y  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  

might I suggest t h a t  many of  our cons t i tuents  have 

computers, and they are  e-ma i l i ng  u s  on many th ings ,  

i n c l u d i n g  prepa id  t u i t i o n .  And m i g h t  I a l so  suggest 

t h a t  many of our elderly c o n s t i t u e n t s  h a v e  fam-ilies 

who l i v e  o u t  o f  s t a t e ,  and our cons t i tuents  make 

numerous l o n g  d i s t a n c e  phone. c a l l s  to those p e o p l e  who 

l i v e  i n  t he  N o r t h e a s t  predominant ly,  and t hose  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  will see a d i r e c t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  

phone b i l l s  as a r e su l t  o f  t h i s  piece o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Th is  i s  a good b i l l .  
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I n  c l o s i n g ,  l e t  me say t h i s .  And I said i t  

y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  r believe i t  bears repea t ing .  M y  

pa ren ts  l i v e  i n  my d is t r i c r t : .  They a r e  m y  most vocal 

c o n s t i t u e n t s .  

itnow my d a d ,  you know h e  doesn't h e s i t a t e  t o  p i c k  up 

the  te lephone  o r  come t o  my house and speak t o  me 

whenever he needs t o  on a p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

a r e  r e s i  den t i  a1 consumers, basi  c s e r v i  ce s i  n g l  e 

l i n e .  I f  I thought  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would raise my 

paren ts '  phone b i l l ,  I would not  suppor t  t h i s  piece  o f  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  

see an increase i n  t h e i r  b i l l  as a resu l t  o f  t h i s  

p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and I am s u p p o r t i n g  i t ,  and I 

would hope t h e  members of t h i s  body would  do t h e  same. 

For those  o f  you f rom my county who 

They 

I do not believe t h a t  my parents will 

Thank you.  

THE SPEAKER: Represen ta t i ve  L i  t t l  e f i  el d 

REPRESENTATIVE LITTLEFIELD : Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker I Ladi es and gent1 emen, economi c theo ry  

argues t h a t  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a dynamic economy i s  

d e f i n e d  by t h e  oppor tun i t y  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  f i r m s  to 

compete i n  o r d e r  t h a t  new t e c h n o l o g i  es , e f f i  c i  enc i  es,  

and more v i a b l e  b u s i n e s s  p lans  can emerge. 

look a t  t h i s  b i l l ,  i t  does t h a t .  

And i f  you 

Now, T h a t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  us t o  Itnow i n  t h e  

State o f  F l o r i d a ,  because Florida i s  t he  home o f  some 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l e a d i n g  telecom p r o v i d e r s .  Th is  b i l l  

w i  11 he1 p t o  el i m i  nate unnecessary r e g u l  a t i  on o f  new 

techno1 ogy and encourage those prov i  ders t o  i w e s t  i n 

new technology t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  consumers new se- rv ices ,  

new p roduc ts ,  not  t o  ment ion al l  o f  .the j obs  t h a t  Will 

be c rea ted  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  F1or ida.  T h e  technology 

e x p l o s i o n  t h a t  we have seen over  t h e  years i s  because 

t h e r e  has been compet i t ion .  

I remember t h e  f i r s t  ce l l  phone t h a t  I 

bought. 

NOW a l l  o f  us i n  t h i s  chamber have ce l l  phones o r  

computers t h a t  we can p u t  i n  ou r  pocket. I: was 

g r a t e f u l  w h e n  I bought my f i r s t  computer t h a t  1 had a 

p i ckup  t r u c k ,  because i t  t o o k  a pickup t r u c k  t o  ca r ry  

a l l  o f  t b e  boxes t h a t  I had f o r  T h a t  f i r s t  computer 

t h a t  I b o u g h t .  B u t  because o f  compe t i t i on ,  I now have 

a compu-ter on my desk here t h a t  has more storage i n  i t  

than ever  b e f o r e .  M y  personal computer tha-t 1 have at 

home i s  about b a 7 f  T h i s  s i z e  wi-th as much memory on it 

because o f  compet i t ion .  

It was about t h e  s i z e  and weight o f  a b r i c k .  

And 1 t h i n k  t ha t  i t ' s  -important t o  create 

c o m p e t i t i o n  so t ha t  consumers have t h e  b e n e f i t  of  

choice.  

p o l i c y  t h a t  when you g i v e  people  choice, you empower 

them. And I s imp ly  s a y ,  power t u  the peop le ,  v o t e  f o r  

And we have heard over and  over again i n  our 
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t h i s  b i l l .  And t h i s  b i l l  -- l e t  me -- just one more 

p o i n t ,  a n d  I ' m  f i n i s h e d .  And I: promise I: also will 

no t  go as l o n g  as the f i  r s t  one who spoke i n  

oppos i t ion .  

T h i s  b i l l ,  when you look  c l o s e l y  a t  i t , you 

w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  Service Commissr'on i s  

se rv i ced  o r  g i v e n  a clear  b l u e p r i n t  as t o  how t o  make 

t h e  r e s i  d e n t i  a7 market  more competj t i v e  whi 1 e 

p r o t e c t - i  ng t h e  r e s i  d e n t i  a1 consumer a 

And so ,  members, I ask you to vote f o r  t h i s  

b i l l .  And, Governor Bush, wherever  you are ,  I ask and 

encourage you t o  s i g n  t h i s  b i l l  when i t  arr ives  a t  

your d e s k .  

T h a n k  you, M r .  speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  F j o r e n t i  no. 

REPRESENTATIVE FIORENTINO: Thank YOU, 

M r .  Speaker. Most o f  us won't t a l k  as l o n g  as 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Prieguez because h e  knew t h e  

information.  He read t h e  b i l l ,  a n d  he had a l o t  o f  

f a c t s .  

1: r i s e  i n  disagreement w i t h  t h i s  b i l l .  I 

understand y o u r  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  he7 p i  ng t h e  te lephone 

companies. . They ce r t a in ly  were at my o f f i c e  a n d  

l o b b y i n g  me too .  

reasons t h a t  t h e y  say  t h e y  need it. 

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  there's a l o t  o f  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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one o f  t h e  comments I made to them, I don't 

mind paying the extra  f o r  my be l l s  and whistles. 

1 have call  w a i t i n g ,  1: have DSL, and t h a t ' s  f i n e .  1 

a l so  am not on a f i x e d  income. Somewhat, yeah, 1 make 

Yes,  

so much money, and that's a l l  1 g e t ,  b u t  I'm n o t  on 

$400 a m o n t h  as my sen io rs  a r e  a t  home. 

s e n i o r  i s  med ica t ion .  $8 t o  a s e n i o r  i s  h a l f  o f  t h e i  r 

a1 ready phone b i l l  

$8 to a 

Th ink  about -itm I heard some k i d s  up here 

-- I say k i d s ,  they're i n  t h e i r  20s -- t h a t  s a i d ,  

"what's PO bucks?" well ,  to t h e m  i t ' s  a bar tab on a 

F r i d a y  n i g h t .  B u t  t o  my s e n i o r s  back home, that's 

t h e i  r medi c a t i o n .  

b i l l .  Those a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s .  $20 to a sen ior  is 

a l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  money, and we need t o  t h i n k  about 

t h a t ,  when you ' r e  onJy dealing w i t h  $400 a month. 

That's some of t h e i  r weekly food 

Look w h a t  happened. Each  one o f  you stood 

up about medically needy .  

g e t  t h a t  sa id ,  "r can't spend down t o  450," because 

They don't even g e t  that much. 

t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  rates 20%? I don't t h i n k  we can do 

t h a t .  

HOW many phone  ca l l s  d i d  we 

And now y o u ' r e  willing 

You t a l  ked about d e r e g u l a t i o n .  No, that's 

not what we want t o  do. Look a t  California and t h e i  r 

e l e c t r i c .  D e r e g u l a t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  h e l p  t h i s ,  1 t h ink .  
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The o ther  -- t h e  b i g g e s t  p rob lem I have f o r  

my s e n i o r s  i s  t h i s  one. The PSC is here i n  

Tallahassee. I d o n ' t  know-about you, b u t  when I f i g h t  

t h e  wastewater  utility companies, i t ' s  v e r y  ha.rd f o r  

me to g e t  my s e n i o r s  t o  d r i v e  up h e r e  to d o  t h a t ,  and 

they do n o t  ho ld  t h e i r  hearings down i n  your d i s t r i c t ,  

people.  They ho ld  them up here ,  and t h a t  makes i t  

very difficult f o r  them to g e t  u p  t h e r e .  

YOU a r e  going t o  b e  r a i s i n g  your ra tes ,  

your bas ic  r a t e s  f o r  your s e n i o r s .  There wjll be 

p a r i t y  i n  two years ,  and those L i f e l i n e s  w i l l  be 

l i m i t e d ,  and we w i l l  have s e n i o r s  t h a t  will be coming 

out o f  the woodwork at us. 

It's easy to vote yes on this b i l l  because 

i t  g e t s  t h e  burden o f f  o f  our shoulders, b u t  t h a t ' s  

not t h e  right t h i n g  to do f o r  t h e  people  i n  t h e  State  

o f  F l o r i d a .  1 hope you v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  bill. 

THE SPEAKER:  Fur the r  debate? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Reagan? 

REPRESENTATIVE REAGAN: Thank y o u ,  

M r .  Speaker. 

I believe t h i s  b i l l  i s  good f o r  t h e  S t a t e  

of  F1 o r i  da and good f o r  F1 o r ?  da r e s i  d e n t i  a1 telephone 

customers.  

Se rv i ce  Commission t o  make t h e  hard d e c i s i o n s  about 

It g ives  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t he  P u b l i c  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3  

24 

2 5  

28 

competi ti on and 1 oca1 ra tes  

1 a l s o  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  that  w e ' r e  g i v i n g  t h e  

Pub1 i c S e r v j  ce Commi ss ion  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  r e s p o n d  to 

changi ng ci rcumstances as  1 oca1 competi ti on f u r the r -  

develops. These are t h e  i ssues  t h a t  t h e  public 

Serv i ce  Commission i s  be t t e r  a b l e  to handle than we 

are .  

r urge  a l l  members to vote f o r  t h i s  good 

b i l l .  

Thank you, M r .  Speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: Representat ive W-i shner. 

REPRESENTATIVE WISHNER: Thank you, 

M r .  Speaker. I r i s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  p i e c e  of 

7 e g i  sl at- i  on. 

I guess i t  has a l r e a d y  been s a i d  p r e t t y  

much about t h e  i s s u e  o f  competi t ion.  

because everybody i s  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  major  

t e l  ecommuni ca t ions  compani es i n  Flor ida ,  b u t  everybody 

i s  f o r g e t t i  ng about a1 7 t hose  o p t i o n a l  companies t h a t  

a r e  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  o f f e r  s e r v i c e s  cheaper. 

t h a t ?  That's because o f  competi t ion.  

And i T ' s  funny,  

And why i s  

You know, i t ' s  funny, because j u s t  recent ly  

i n  F l o r i d a ,  we g o t  a new mobile company t h a t  came 

h e r e .  

t h a t .  It h a s n ' t  been i n  F l o r i d a  t h a t  l u n g .  That's 

I t h i n k  i t ' s  called T-Mobile o r  something l i k e  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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because -- t h e y  came t o  F l o r i d a  because they created 

compe t i t i on ,  and they f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  could  p r o v i d e  t he  

same s e r v i c e  t h a t  o the r  companies a re  p r o v i d i n g  a t  a 

l o w e r  r a t e .  And what i s  wrong w i t h  t h a t ?  .As a 

businessman, I always l ook  f o r  t he  b e s t  s e r v i c e  at - t h e  

lowest r a t e  1 can g e t .  T h a t ' s  what my customers a r e  

a l so  looking fo r .  And what's wrong w i t h  That? 

The other  s i d e  o f  i t  i s ,  we're a l l  

pooh-poohing t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  PSC and whether  o r  n o t  

they s h o u l d  be t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  i n  charge o f  

regula t ing  t h e  ra tes  i n  F l o r i d a .  why not? They ' re  

t h e  e x p e r r s .  Those a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  analyze t h e  

facts, t h a t  run  t h e  numbers t o  see whether  o r  n o t  the 

company s h o u l d  be  able  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  r a t e s .  There 's  

n o t h i n g  wrong w i t h  t h a t .  

We come up here f o r  60 days to pass 

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n d  1 don't t h i n k  we want t o  be bogged 

down w i t h  runn ing  numbers, l o o k i n g  a t  financial  

statements,  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  what's bes t .  I don't 

t h i n k  we want t o  have our  committee members, our 

commi t tee  workers,  t h e  s t a f f  h e r e  runn ing  -- f o r  60 

days runn ing  numbers t o  f i g u r e  ou t  w h e t h e r  o r  not  

r a t e s  s h o u l d  be r a i s e d  o r  not. We s h o u l d  leave i t  t o  

t h e  professionals ,  a n d  that's what t h i s  b i l l  i s  going 

t o  do. And f o r  us t o  t u r n  around and t r y  t o  t h r e a t e n  
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o r  scare t h e  people o f  Flo r ida ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  our 

s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ,  which are  g o i n g  t o  b e n e f i t  g r ea t ly  by 

t h i s ,  you know, we s h o u l d w ' t  do t h a t .  

The o t h e r  t h i n g  about -it i s  real-  s-hnp1e.: 

I f  i t ' s  bad, we come back next year and we f i x  i t .  We 

do a glitch b i l l .  

i s  no t  do ing t h e  b e s t  f o r  t h e  people of  F lo r ida  a n d  

i t ' s  h u r t i n g  our  c i t i z e n s ,  then we a l l  s h o u l d  come 

back  here  a n d  f i x  it and b r i n g  it back t o  where i t  

belongs so i t  c a n ' t  con t i nue  i f  that's t h e  case. 

i f  we see t h a t  what t h e y ' r e  do ing 

But you know what? Don't shu t  o f f  

compe t i t i on .  That i s  no t  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  to do f o r  

us,  and it's not t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  f o r  us t o  do on 

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  F l o r i d a .  So l e t ' s  look a t  

t h i s ,  and let's make sure  t h a t  we under s t and  t h a t  t h i s  

i s  good. 

Y O U  know, t h e r e ' s  a17 o f  k inds  o f  new 

t h i n g s  t h a r  a r e  coming o u t ,  cable, w i r e l e s s .  People  

can t a l k  on t h e  phone through t h e i r  computers. 

t h e r e ' s  a l l  kinds o f  innovat ions  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  

p l a c e .  why do we want t o  s t i f l e  t h a t ,  which could 

cause actually t h e  cos t  of Telecommunicat-ions to go 

down wi-th more c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  o the r  abilities to 

commun-i ca te?  

And 

so 1 urge  you t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  
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Thank you, M r .  speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: Representa t ive  Henriquez. 

REPRESENTATIVE -HENRIQUEZ: Thank YOU, 

M r .  speaker. 

I wasn't going t o  speak today, bu t  1 f e l t  

c o m p e l l e d  t o  s tand up  and say, members, f i n a l l y ,  t h i s  

i s  -- This  b i l l ,  i t s  t i m e  has come. You know, 

probab ly  t h e  f - i r s t  tough v o t e  I t ook  i n  t h i s  

Legislature  i n  1998 was on t h i s  i s s u e  under chairman 

L u i s  Rojas. And those o f  you t h a t  were he re  remember 

t h a t  b i l l  and how close we were t o  passing i t  t h a t  

year, and i t  was TP'd  I believe e i g h t  t i m e s  i n  t h e  

F l o r i d a  House. 1 t h i n k  that's some k ind  o f  a reco rd .  

We've been runn ing  from t h i s  issue f o r  

years and years a n d  years, a n d  the papers have been 

w r i t i n g  about t h i s  issue f o r  years and years a n d  

years .  It's t i m e  f o r  us t o  s t e p  forward,  t a k e  the 

s t e p ,  pass t h e  b i l l .  I t ' s  a b e t t e r  b i l l  than i t  was 

l a s t  year, which many o f  you voted f o r .  

courage. SO l i t t l e  p o l i t i c a l  courage we seem to see 

up here sometimes. And l e t ' s  move forward. 

And have some 

Those s e n i o r s ,  j: have t hose  sen io r s  as 

well.  I'm go ing  to hear f rom them.  T h e y ' l l  be able  

t o  access Li fe l ine .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  he lp  them. 

And l i k e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w ishner  s a i d ,  we 
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can always come back and f i x  i t  i f  there's a problem 

o r  i f  we f i n d  t h a t  we've made a mistake. The Governor 

is on board, thankfully. Okay? There won ' t  be a rug 

p u l l e d  from under us t h i s  year. Let's pass t h i s  b i l l  

and be done w i t h  i r .  Let's move fo rward  so we don't 

have t o  come back n e x t  year and debate t h i s  i s s u e  

agai n. 

Thank you, members. 

THE SPEAKER: Representative Garci a. 

REPRESENTATIVE GARCIA: Thank YOU, 

M r ,  Speaker. 

1 guess 1 want t o  s t a r t  o f f  my remarks 

w i t h  what Representative Prieguez closed o f f  w i t h ,  

say ing t h a t  t h i s  i s  go ing  to be  a m a i l e r .  well ,  you 

know what? I d i d n ' t  g e t  e lected based on t h e  f a c t  

that my decis ions  down here were going to b e  a mailer 

o r  n o t .  I t h ink  t h a t  I g o t  elected -- 1 ran f o r  

o f f i c e  because 1 believed t h a t  I wanted to he lp  my 

peop le .  1 know t h a t  I want to he lp  my peop le  and do 

t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .  It's n o t  about b e i n g  a m a i l e r  no t  

b e i n g  a mailer. 

We've worked on t h i s  b i l l  f o r  t h r e e  yea rs ,  

a t  l e a s t  since I've been here. T h i s  i s  a good 

product .  It's a b e t t e r  product  than i t  was w h e n  I 

f i r s t  g o t  up here.  We have t o  be statesmen i n  t h i s  
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body and have some courage and l o o k  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  

and realize what t h a t  f u t u r e  i s .  

Represen ta t i ve  'Li t t l  e f i  e7 d , you ' re 

a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t  when you talk about the ce l l  phones. 

who would have thought t h a t  c e l l  phones, t h a t  we were 

g o i n g  t o  have l a p t o p  computers on our d e s k t o p s ?  who 

would have ever  thought  tha t?  

T h i s  i s  what t h i s  b i l l  does. It gives  t h e  

ab-il-ity f o r  more compet i t ion .  Fo rge t  about t h e  phone 

r i n g i n g .  I ' m  g e t t i n g  r i d  of my local l a n d l i n e  r i g h t  

now because r d o n ' t  use i t  anymore. 

t h e  c e l l  phone. And when t h e  t i m e  comes, we're go ing  

t o  have more w i r e l e s s  services  go ing  a l l  around t h e  

place. And t h i s  i s  what we're t r y i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h i s  

b i  11 , i 5 promote more compet i t ion .  

It's always on 

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  The day, our  s e n i o r s  a r e  

g o i n g  t o  be taken  care o f .  They a re .  D o n ' t  l e t  

anyone t e l l  you t h a t  our s e n i o r s  a r e  going t o  be 

thrown u n d e r  t he  bus  l ike  a l o t  of people are saying 

i n  t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e .  That's no t  g o i n g  to h a p p e n .  

And that's why I feel comfor tab le  i n  v o t i n g  f o r  t h i s  

b i l l .  

And you know what? I f  i-t i s  a mailer 

agains t  me, 7: t h i n k  I d i d  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .  1 d i d  t h e  

r i g h t  t h i n g  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  F l o r i d a  a n d  say ing  where 

- 
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does F lo r - k la  w a n t  to b e  i n  t h e  nex t  10, 1 5  years f rom 

now. And t h i s  i s  what t h i s  b i l l  does. It g ives  us 

t he  abi7ity t o  move forward,  move i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h  

brighter  pastures .  

So, Representat ive  P r i  eguez , f apprec ia te  

your comments, b u t  you know w h a t ?  I ' m  no t  scared o f  

those mailers, because I know I'm d o i n g  t h e  r i g h t  

t h i  ng.  

Thank you. 

THE SPEAKER: F u r t h e r  debate? 

Represen ta t i ve  R i  chardson. 

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARDSON: Thank y o u ,  

M r .  Speaker. To s p e a k  i n  favor o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

And 1 t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  o f  you who know me i n  

t h i s  chamber know how p a s s i o n a t e l y  I f i g h t  f o r  t h e  

people  t h a t  I represent here i n  D i s t r i c t  8 and across 

t h e  S ta te  o f  Florida,  many of  whom are  n o t  t h e  ones 

t h a t  -- most o f  whom are  not the ones t h a t  l i v e  i n  t h e  

ga ted  communi ti es o r  the  polished s u b d i v i s i o n s .  

a r e  my next -door  ne ighbors,  and I have t o  l o o k  them i n  

t h e  face every morning when I: g e t  up to leave f o r  

work.  

They 

And I m s u p p o r t ?  ng t h i  s 1 e g i  sl a t i o n ,  

members, because I th - in lc  i t ' s  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  f o r  us 

to do. It's t he  r i g h t  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
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F l o r i d a .  Sometimes we have t o  exper iment  i n  o r d e r  t o  

know i f  we can do t h i n g s  be t t e r .  We exper iment  i n  

t h i s  chamber a l l  the time: We exper iment  w i t h  

p r i v a t i z a t i o n .  W e  exper iment  w i t h  other  is-sues.  And 

hopefully we a r e  smart  enough that if t h e  exper iment 

doesn't work or i f  t h e  experiment needs t o  be f i x e d ,  

t h a t  we w i l l  b r i n g  i t  back and f i x  i t  or  change it i f  

i t  needs t h a t ,  and i f  i t ' s  working, allow i t  to work. 

That's what I t h i n k  i s  the case w i t h  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

One o f  t h e  th ings  t h a t  we f a i l  t o  remember 

and has not been mentioned here today i s  t h a t  t h e s e  

same compani es t h a t  we' r e  t a l  k i  ng about, t h e  

t e l  ecommuni c a t i o n s  companies I h i  re thousands o f  

F l o r i d i a n s  t h a t  a r e  c i t i zens  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  t h a t  

purchase t h e  same te lephone service t h a t  we' re tal k ing  

about and  w i l l  be paying t h o s e  same r a t e s .  NOW, would 

we suggest  t h a t  t h e  companies a r e  going to place an 

u n d u e  b u r d e n  on those very same employees t ha t  t h e y  

h i  re  i n  t h o s e  companies? 

I have f a i t h  t h a t  L i f e l i n e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  

won't be a s i l v e r  b u l l e t ,  t h a t  i t  w i l l  prov ide  r e l i e f  

f o r  many o f  our s e n i o r  cl ' t jzens and many o f  those who 

a r e  low income i n  our  s t a t e .  I've gomen a commitment 

from t h e  companies to work  together between now and 

n e x t  session to make sure t h a t  we more b r o a d l y  
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a d v e r t i s e  t h e  L i f e l i n e  s e r v i c e  t o  b r i n g  more people on 

board t h a t  may be e l i g i b l e  f o r  Lifeline, and I'm 

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  tha t .  I 'M  comfor tab le t h a t  I can -- 

a f t e r  we take t h i s  vote t h a t  I can look a t  -my neighbor 

tomorrow morning and say that I d i d  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  

f o r  h e r ,  f o r  m y  o t h e r  neighbors,  and f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

F1 or i  d a .  

SO, members, I would encourage you to vote 

f o r  t h i s  1 e g i  s l a t i o n .  

Thank you, M r .  speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: Represen ta t i ve  Rubio, i n  

debate.  

REPRESENTATIVE RUEIO: Thank you, 

M r .  Speaker and members. 

I want to f i r s t  b e g i n  by telling you r am 

tremendously honored t o  se rve  i n  t h i s  body wi th  men 

and  women 1 i ke Representative F i  orent'i no and 

Representa t ive  P r i  eguez, who a r e  f r i e n d s  o f  m i  ne - 
Representa t ive  P r j e g u e z  i s  a d i s t r i c t  ne ighbor ,  who I 

know -in t h e i r  hea r t s ,  l i k e  so many of  us he re ,  a r e  

b rought  h e r e  out o f  a sense o f  public serv ice  and care 

deep ly  and passionately about t h e  men and women we 

represent.  I t h i n k  we all do, q u i t e  f r a n k l y .  

O n e  o f  t h e  t o u g h e s t  t h i n g s  in t h i s  process 

i s  i n  t h e  t i m e  we spend he re ,  o u r  pas s ion  f o r  s e r v i n g  
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those we represent  I t h i n k  sometimes i n f l a t e s ,  

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  so ,  ou r  conf idence i n  the a b i l i - t y  

of our  laws t o  do so. We T h e  i n  a count ry  t h a t ' s  

based on a f r ee  market ,  a f r e e  market  economy,. where 

p r i c e s  are b e t t e r  s e t  n o t  by government r egu la t ion ,  

but by t h e  marketplace i n  which we l i v e .  

And I: t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what t h i s  b i l l  asks us 

t o  do, i s  t o  have conf idence i n  t h e  f r e e  market i n  

w h i c h  we've a l l  shared and which has made p e o p l e  who 

have come t o  t h i s  country  w i t h  n o t  a penny in t h e i r  

pocket accumulate grea t  wea l th .  

o f  shame. I t ' s  a t h i n g  of beauty t ha t  t h i s  country 

has been able t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t  because o f  our  f r e e  

market  economics. And t h a t ' s  n o t  easy, because t h e  

pass ion  t h a t  so many o f  you of here f o r  your -- you 

see a b i l l  t h a t  you t h i n k  p o t e n t i a l l y  could lead one 

day to decis ions  b e i n g  made by another  body t h a t  could 

r e s u l t  i n  r a t e  increases f o r  your c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  and 

you're concerned. And we share that concern. B u t  

w e ' r e  also convinced, those  o f  u s  who suppor t  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  be t h e  case, b u t  

r a t h e r ,  we place our f a i t h  i n  t h e  economic model t h a t  

has b u i l t  t h i s  n a t i o n  and t h e  s t a t e  and made i t  grea t .  

And I'll tell you what e lse  t h i s  b i l l  takes 

And it's no t  a t h i n g  

i n t o  account. And I ' v e  listened to t h e  debate  
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c a r e f u l l y .  1 w i l l  tell you t h a t  I was n o t  convinced 

t h i s  morning i n  w h i c h  d i rect ion L would go, because I 

wanted t o  l i s t e n  carefully t o  t h e  debate .  

b i l l  does one o t h e r  t h i n g .  It t akes  i n t o  account 

monumental changes, monumental changes i n  t h e  

marketp lace o f  technology. There i s  no one here  today 

who cou ld  look a t  t h e  technological advances be fo re  us 

a t  t h i s  moment and have predicted t h e m  10 years ago, 

and you cannot p r e d i c t  where we w i l l  be 10 years  f rom 

now. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  grea t  technological changes o f  the 

l a s t  10 y e a r s  a r e  what f u e l e d  t h e  ‘90s and t h e  

economic growth t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h i s  count ry .  

B u t  t h i s  

And what t h i s  b i l l  b a s i c a l l y  t e l l s  you i s  

t h a t  t h e  days o f  local service where p e o p l e  just had a 

home l i n e  and used t h a t  a re  perhaps f a d i n g  away, and 

t h e r e  a r e  growing changes i n  technology, and people 

w i  11 use a1 t e r n a t i v e  methods o f  communi ca t i  ng . 
And so a f t e r  carefully t h i n k i n g ,  I ’ m  go ing 

t o  suppor t  t h i s  b i l l  today.  I am convinced t h a t  t h e  

f r ee  market f o r c e s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  i n  o u r  economy w i l 7  

s e r v e  t o  regula te .  And i f  they do not -- 1e-t me be 

c l e a r .  I f  t h e y  do n o t ,  i f  we r e t u r n  a year  f rom now 

o r  two years from now, i f  we s u r v i v e  t h a t  onslaught  o f  

mai 1 i ngs, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P r i  eguez, t h r e e  years from 

now, i f  we r e t u r n  and then we f i n d  t h a t  t h i n g s  have 
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not  have worked o u t  that way and t h a t  t h i s  model that 

has worked f o r  227 years - is sudden ly  broken down i n  

Florida because o f  t h e  dec' ision we've made, t h e n  7: 

t h i n k  each o f  us who will be back w i l l  rese ' rve t h e  . 

r igh t  to make a change. And I'll be the  f i r s t  one t o  

lead t h a t  charge. 

B u t  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  an idea t h a t  has been 

debated now f o r  t h r e e  years. It has been s t u d i e d .  It 

has been a l t e r e d .  It has been changed to accommodate 

t h e  concerns o f  peopl  e 1 i ke R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P r i  eguez, 

peopl e who are  passionate 1 i ke  Representative 

F io ren t i no .  I t h i n k  we need to g i v e  t h i s  idea a 

chance. If i t  ends up n o t  working o u t ,  we have t h e  

r ight  and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  change it, and we will. 

And the l a s t  t h i n g  about t h e  mailers, I 

w i l l  t e l l  you t ha t  i.t: doesn't m a t t e r  what d e c i s i o n  you 

make he re ,  you're going to get a m a i l e r .  

(Applause.)  

Sometimes, MI-.  Speaker and members, those 

mailers w i l l  accuse you o f  d o i n g  t h ings  you d i d n ' t  

even know exis ted .  AS lung as they get your  name 

r i g h t .  

And a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  day, I t h i n k  

u l  -ti ma-tely your  c o n s t i t u e n t s  w-i 11 re-el e c t  you and 

judge you n o t  on your v o t e  on one b i l l  or one critical 
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moment, b u t  t h e  way you rep resen ted  t h e m  on a d a i l y  

b a s i s ,  not  j u s t  when you ' re  he re  pushing buttons, b u t  

back home when you' r e  he lp ing  them w i t h  t he i  r 

day-to-day dec is ions ,  and T hope y o u ' l l  tak-e that i n t o  

account as well. 

Thank you. 

THE SPEAKER: F u r t h e r  debate? 

Representat ive Domi no. 

REPRESENTATIVE DOMINO: Thank you, 

M r .  speaker. 1: would l i k e  b r i e f l y  to r i s e  i n  support 

o f  t h - i  s 1 egi  s l  a t i  on. 

Much o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  those  who oppose 

t h i  s 1 e g i  sl a t i  on have thought  o f  t e l  ecommuni c a t i  ons i n 

a very s t a t i c  manner. They t h i n k  o f  a phone, making  a 

phone c a l l .  B u t  t h e  new telecommunications i s  one o f  

data t ransmiss ion  so t h a t  we can g e t  data and we can 

g e t  v ideo as we17 as vo ice .  Data t ransmiss ion  

generally i s  go ing  t o  come through d i g i t i z a t i o n ,  which 

has a1 ready happened. And f o r  that t o  real ly  t ake  

f u l l  bloom, we need t o  have t h e  broadband I n t e r n e t  

technology d e v e l o p .  There's a t e c h n o l o g y ,  f o r  

exampl e ,  ca l l  ed vo i  ce -ove r - i  n t e r n e t  p ro toco l  . It 

basically t a k e s  and d i g i t i z e s  what someone says, p u t s  

it i n t o  small packets,  and t h e n  s h i p s  i t  over  

thousands o f  m i l e s  a t  v i r t u a l l y  no charge.  T h i s  i s  
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t h e  k i n d  o f  technology tha t  must be  encouraged. 

Even t h e  d i  ff i  cul t i  es Representa t ive  

P r i  eguez t a l  ked about can be solved by emergi ng 

techno1 ogy call  ed el ec-troni  c 1 oop provi s i  on3 ng whi ch 

bas i  call  y a1 lows 1 oca1 t e l  ecom c o m p e t i t o r s  t o  g e t  

vo ice  and data w i t h o u t  going i n t o  t h e  consumer's home. 

A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  day, it i s  est imated t h a t  

t w o - t h i  rds o f  t h e  advances i n  our economy since t h e  

1996 deregu l  a t i  on o f  t e l  ecommuni catli ons has come f rom 

improvements i n  i nformat ion  technology. 

I j o i n  w i t h  those  who say  let t h e  markets 

determine where t h e  compet i t ion  i s  g o i n g  t o  be. We 

w i l l  a l l  b e n e f i t  immensely f rom t h a t .  

THE SPEAKER: F u r t h e r  deba te?  

Represen ta t i ve  Jordan. 

REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN: Thank you, 

M r .  chai rman, and  thank you members. 

I do most o f  my d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h o p e f u l l y  i n  committee, b u t  I ' m  going to 

t e l l  you, I ' v e  heard enough on t h i s  s u b j e c t  u n t i l  my 

e a r s  a re  o u t  of b rea th .  T h i s  subjec t  has been up and 

down and l e f t  a n d  r i g h t ,  and I ' v e  been t a l k e d  to by 

bo th  s ides .  And I must g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  a r t  o f  

p e r s u a s i o n  o f  t he  peop le  who have presen ted  t h e i r  

p o i n t s  today. You're very powerful. 
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B u t  I d i d n ' t  come t o  t h i s  Legislature to 

wor ry  about m a i l o u t s  o r  where you s t a n d .  

t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .  And you can d r i v e  bamboo shoots up 

my f i n g e r n a i l s ,  and I ' m  n o t  go ing  to vote a-gainst - 

I: came t o  do 

something I have s t rong  feelings a b o u t ,  o r  f o r  it, 

w h a t e v e r .  

M r .  Speaker,  l a s t  year t he  l eadersh ip  asked 

us to vote  to p u t  t h e  t a x  exemption on t h e  b a l l o t .  

d i d  t h a t ,  and somebody ran $20,000 w o r t h  o f  TV  a d s  

over a f o u r - d a y  p e r i o d  and c a l l e d  i t  t h e  Jordan Tax 

P l a n .  SO -it doesn ' t  m a t t e r  what you do .  You m u s t  

stand f o r  your p r i n c i p l e s .  

I 

I have one r e g r e t ,  M r .  Speaker and makers 

o f  t h i s  motion. I t h i n k  i f  it were n o t  f o r  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  des t roy ing  t h i s  b i l l ,  I would l i k e  to 

amend i t .  SO t h a t  we g e t  out o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  

Commission business, I would l i k e  to p u t  on i t  t h e  

ophtha lmolog is ts ,  t he  optometrists, t h e  

a n e s t h e s i o l o g i s t s ,  and a l l  t h e  other  t h i n g s  t h a t  

w e ' r e  d o i n g .  

M r .  speaker, I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  has come 

to b e l i e v e  in T h e  f r e e  market e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h e  

cornerstone of t h i s  f r e e  r e p u b l i c ,  and g i v e  t h i s  t h i n g  

a chance, and I w i l l  v o t e  f o r  i t .  

THE SPEAKER: A1 1 r i g h t  I R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
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Ambl e r .  

REPRESENTATIVE AMBLER: Thank Y O U ,  

M r .  Speaker. I ' m  g o i n g  to' keep t h i s  b r i e f  I ' m  sure 

t h a t  w i l l  make many o f  you v e r y  happy. 

(Applause. 1 

when I campaigned f o r  the House o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  as  a f i  rst-- t3me p o l i t i c a l  candidate,  I 

had one theme, and I ' m  g o i n g  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h i s  t o  a l l  

o f  you t h a t  have t o  make a tough v o t e  today. 

The peop le  i n  o u r  d i s t r i c r s  cannot f a l l  

p r e y  to scare t a c t i c s .  

t h e i  r elected r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to educate ourselves on 

t h e  i s s u e s ,  to ask t h e  tough ques t ions ,  to g e t  t h e  

information we n e e d ,  and to make t h e  r i g h t  dec is ions .  

rt's an i s s u e  o f  t r u s t .  I f  t h e  constituents i n  your 

d i s t r i c t  t h a t  elected you t o  t h e  House o f  

Represen ta t i ves  t r u s t  you and your judgment, then feel 

c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e  v o t e  t h a t  you make today a n d  d o n ' t  be 

p e r s u a d e d  by scare tactics. 

t h a t  message b a c k  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  your 

d i s t r i c t .  

t h a t  a v o t e  on t h i s  b i l l  i s  t he  death knell of  cer ta in  

peop le  t h a t  a r e  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  

They are re l y ing  on us as 

And 1 ask you t o  take 

Don't be persuaded by t h e  scare t a c t i c s  

If you r a i s e  something a d o l l a r ,  even i f  it 

resul ts  i n  an i n c r e a s e  o f  a dollar, and  t hey  get a 
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decrease o f  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  on o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  a5 

a r e s u l t  o f  competit ion,  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  i s  a good 

t h i n g ,  because the  f r e e  market system i s  worlci ng. 

we a r e  not  here as r e g u l a t o r s .  - W e  a r e  he re  

as policymakers, and you have t o  feel c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  

t h e  people who t ru s t ed  you now 1e-t: them t r u s t  you i n  

malci ng t h e  r i  gh t  deci s i  on. 

Thank you. 

THE SPEAKER: F u r t h e r  debate? fur ther  

debate? 

Are you ready to d o s e ,  Representative 

Mayf i  e l  d? 

REPRESENTATIVE MAYFIELD: Y e s ,  s i r .  Thank 

you, M r .  Speaker.  

Members, 1 could never  stand here  and 

a r t i c u l a t e  some o f  the  arguments t h a t  have been 

presented  h e r e  t h i s  morning. YOU a l l  have done  j u s t  a 

phenomenal j o b  o f  d e b a t i n g  b o t h  s i d e  of t h i s  i s s u e .  

B u t  I t h i n k  j u s t  a couple of t h i n g s  need to be s a i d  i n  

c l o s i n g  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Lifeline program. 

The L i f e l i n e  program remains i n t a c t .  It 

has been expanded. 

people o r  t h e  needy under t h e  b u s  w i t h  phone rates.  

we've g o t  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h i s  b i l l  which a r e  going t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e m .  

w e ' r e  not g o i n g  t o  throw poor 
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T h i s  b i l l  i s  -- i t s  o b j e c t i v e  i s  . t r y i n g  t o  

depol  i t i  c i  ze t h e  process of  ratemaki ng or  rate changes 

o r  cons idera t ions  fo r  rate 'changes and move us one 

step back away from t b a t .  That's rea l ly  what t h e  goal  

o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  a l l  about. 

Technology i s  moving so f a s t  i n  this s t a t e .  

Wi re less  phone  numbers a r e  --  t h e  deployment o f  

w i r e l e s s  phone numbers a r e  go ing a t  a r a t e  so fast, 

people f i v e  years f rom now won't even have a phone i n  

r h e i  r house. T h e y ' l l  be c a r r y i n g  the3 r pbone on t h e i  r 

s i d e  j u s t  l ike  we d o .  

B u t ,  members, l ook ,  t h i s  b i l l  i s  about 

c r e a t i  ng compet i t ion .  It's about crea t i  ng 

compet i t ion .  It s about c r e a t i  ng c o m p e t i t i o n .  

Members, 1 would ask f o r  you t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  

b i l l .  

THE SPEAKER: The q u e s t i o n  now recurs on 

f i n a l  passage o f  Senate &ill  654. The clerk w i l l  

unlock t h e  machine and t h e  members w i l l  proceed to 

vo te .  

A 1 1  members voted? A11 members voted? A l l  

members voted? 

The c lerk w i l l  l o c k  t h e  machine and 

announce t h e  v o t e .  

THE CLERK: N i n e t y - t h r e e  yeas a n d  20 nays, 
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M r .  Speaker. 

THE SPEAKER: S o  t h e  b i l l  passes. 

[Concl u s i  on o f  consi d e r a t i  on o f  House s i  11 

1903 and Senate  ill 654 on May 1, 2003.) - 

~ 
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