
Robert l. McGee, Jr. One Energy Place 
Regulatory & Pricing Manager Pensacola. Florida 32520-0780 
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Re: Docket No. 1601 08-EI - Petition for approval of 2016-2018 storm hardening 
plan, pursuant to Rule 25-6.0342, F.A.C., by Gulf Power Company 
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1. Referring to page 9, Joint-Use Pole Attachment, please provide a breakdown, by 

transmission and distribution, of non-utility poles that Gulf was attached to for the 
years 2010 through 2015.  Please include the percentage of Gulf’s system that this 
represents. 

 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
Gulf does not attach to any non-utility poles on the transmission or distribution 
system.  The following chart outlines Gulf owned poles and non-Gulf owned utility 
poles that Gulf attaches to on the distribution system.  Gulf does not attach to any 
non-Gulf owned poles on the transmission system. 
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2. Please describe how Gulf’s storm hardening plan would change for 2016, 2017, 

and 2018 assuming the 2015 level of expense is maintained. 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
Expense Funded Activities 
Vegetation Management Program - An average annual reduction of $677,000 would be 
expected and the lateral trim cycles would need to be extended. 
 
Transmission Structure Inspection Program - An average annual reduction of $47,000 
would be expected, and the inspection cycle may need to be extended with risk of 
delaying problem resolutions. 
 
Capital Funded Activities 
Wood Pole Inspection Program - The budgeted amount for pole replacement in 2015 was 
adequate for meeting all pole replacement needs in 2015.  Assuming reject rates remain 
constant and labor rates do not increase in future contracts, maintaining the budgeted 
amount at 2015 levels would have a negligible, if any, effect on pole replacement 
schedules for 2016 – 2018.  However, future budgeted amounts reflect  anticipated 
increases in contract labor and equipment rates. 
 
Hardening of Critical Infrastructures - An average annual reduction of $38,000 would be 
expected, and the inspection feeder / infrared inspection cycle may need to be extended 
with risk of delaying problem resolutions. 
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3. Please complete and verify the spreadsheet attached. 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
See page 2 of 2. 
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4. Please explain what the change is for Initiative 9 from the current plan? 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
There were no changes made to Gulf’s plan.  In response to Item No. 11 of Staff’s 
First Data Request, Gulf simply included estimated costs for future years that 
were not included in Gulf’s Storm Hardening Plan. 
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5. Please describe the Preventative Capital Maintenance projects. 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
Programs included within the preventative capital maintenance category are 
feeder and infrared patrols occurring prior to the start of storm season and 
activity associated with wind monitors. 
 
 
 




