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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 (I'nvocation and Pl edge of Allegiance | ed by

3  Comm ssioner Cark.)

4 CHAI RMAN BROWN:  Thank you, Conm ssi oner
3) d ark.
6 So, this neeting is officially called to
7 order. And the first itemthat we're going to take
8 up is the election of the new Chairman for a two-
9 year termstarting in January 2018.
10 And | must say, while | really enjoyed being
11 Chair of the Public Service Conm ssion over the
12 past two years, there definitely cones a tine
13 when -- in the Chairman's tenure when you're ready
14 or it's time to have soneone newly cone be el ected
15 with fresh ideas, renewed spirit to |lead the
16 or gani zati on.
17 And it really has been such an honor to | ead
18 this Conm ssion during the very, very, very busy
19 time. So, |I'mlooking forward to supporting that
20 person, whoever that may be.
21 And with that, | would take nom nations for
22 t he new Chai rman begi nning in January 2018.
23 Conmi ssi oner Bri sé.
24 COW SSI ONER BRI SE:  Thank you, Madam Chair.
25 And for nme, this is bittersweet, right,
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1 because | think this is the last tine, as a nenber

2 of this Comm ssion, that | have the opportunity to
3 participate in nom nating and voting and sel ecting
4 a chair. So, this is particularly interesting for
5 me this norning.
6 So, Madam Chair, thank you for the opportunity
7 to address the Comm ssion. First of all, I would
8 like to take a nonent of personal privilege to
9 t hank you for your |eadership, for your thoughtfu
10 and energetic | eadership over the |ast 23 nonths;
11 t hough, you still have a nonth to go.
12 THE CHAI RVAN:  Aye.
13 COW SSI ONER BRI SE: Right? But you have a
14 certain attention to detail that you bring that
15 makes this institution better. So, for that, |
16 want to express ny gratitude. And | know, on
17 behal f of ny col | eagues, we express that gratitude
18 to you, but | know, at a different tinme, we'll have
19 an opportunity to roast and toast you. So, we'll
20 | eave that for then.
21 THE CHAI RMAN:.  Thank you.
22 COVW SSI ONER BRISE:  So, to the nomination. |
23 have the privilege to nomnate a friend that |'ve
24 gotten to know over the | ast seven years. W got
25 appoi nted together twi ce and have served -- cane in
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under tunultuous tines and have seen the stability
of this organization cone to where it is today, a
pl ace where stability is the name of the gane,

regul atory certainty is the nane of the gane. And
Comm ssi oner Graham has had a najor role to play in
ensuring that stability continues to exist here at
t he Conmmi ssi on.

Comm ssioner G ahamis a man of integrity, a
man of faith. He's thoughtful, one who appreciates
efficiency. And so, anyone who's been around here
for a mnute recognizes that Conmm ssi oner G aham
has a great |ove for efficiency.

However, he greatly appreciates this process
and understands the inportance that this Conm ssion
plays in the econony of the state; in ensuring that
the regulatory environnent is what it needs to be
so that people receive the just, reasonable service
as -- at reasonable rates that they are entitled
to.

He's also interested in the reputation of this
institution and the well-being of the Agency; cares
about those who are -- who nmake up the professional
staff here at the Agency. And he has shown that by
hi s engagenent in everything that this Conm ssion

does.
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1 He recogni zes the i ndependence of each office;

2 however, al so recogni zes the inportance of the
3 I nt erdependence of each office and the
4 col | aboration that needs to occur in order for us
5 to provide a product through our votes that is
6 I nportant and necessary to maintain that stability
7 and regul atory environnent that those who are on
8 the outside, are |ooking in, can see that we have
9 stability here.
10 So, | knowwth -- with Conm ssioner G aham s
11 | eadership, this Agency will continue to serve the
12 public well, will continue to serve our state wel
13 and, as he coined the term several years ago, that
14 we wll continue to be "Team Fl orida."
15 So, with that, it is ny pleasure to put into
16 nom nation ny friend Conm ssioner Art G aham for
17 Chai rman of the Public Service -- Public Service
18 Conmm ssion for the termbeginning in January 2018
19 until Decenber 2020.
20 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Comnmi ssioner Brisé.
21 And that was a beautiful, well-articulated notion,
22 of which | fully support as well.
23 Conmm ssi oner Pol mann?
24 COMM SSI ONER POLMANN:  Thank you, Madam
25 Chai r man.
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1 First, let ne echo Comm ssioner G aham s [sic]

2 remarks for your Chairmanship. Truly, it's been a
3 pl easure working wth you.
4 COVM SSI ONER BRISE: Let ne junp in, |'m not
5 bal d yet.
6 (Laughter.)
7 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  You sai d Graham
8 COW SSI ONER PCLVANN:  Hm?
9 COW SSI ONER GCRAHAM  You said Graham not
10 Brise.
11 COMWM SSI ONER POLMANN: Wl |, ny apol ogi es.
12 Sonehow | i magi ne he m ght say the sane thing
13 about -- about the Chairnman.
14 But thank you, Madam Chairman, for your
15 | eadershi p; effectively and efficiently running the
16 busi ness for the past year and -- and truly guiding
17 t he Comm ssion fromthe Bench.
18 Representing the Agency -- you' ve done so nuch
19 work out in the public, and just a phenonenal job.
20 And | just want to acknow edge those many di verse
21 contributions; truly, so many different things
22 you' ve done. And it's really done great service
23 for the Conmm ssion.
24 THE CHAI RMAN:.  Thank you.
25 COMM SSI ONER POLMANN:  And | appreciate that.
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1 It's been ny honor, truly, to work with

2 Comm ssioner G aham W first nmet in 2012 in the
3 nom nati on process. And getting to know you here
4 this past year, working together, |'ve gotten to
5 know you as a person and as a regul at or.
6 It's great to have a fell ow engineer on the
7 board. We've had sone di scussions as engi neers and
8 Il -- 1 kind of feel great about that. It's -- it's
9 good to know that, nmany tines, we're -- we're
10 aligned. And then, as -- as professional
11 engi neers, sonetinmes we see things a little
12 differently, but it -- you're always thoroughly
13 revi ewed and know edgeabl e on the subject matter.
14 And it -- as -- what's your nane?
15 COW SSI ONER BRISE:  |'mnot sure today.
16 (Laughter.)
17 COW SSI ONER POLMANN:  As Conmi ssi oner Brisé
18 i ndi cated, always efficient, right to the point.
19 And you know how to make a decision, which is a --
20 a well-known attribute of -- of technical folks.
21 It's been great to watch you, procedurally. And
22 it's great to work with you.
23 So, the next two years have a very w de range
24 of infrastructure investnents across the utilities,
25 a great nunber of challenges out in the industry
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and, therefore, conplex issues that we're going to
be dealing with. And | know you'll get right to

t he busi ness of guiding us through that decision-
maki ng process.

We have, comng up, kind of inthe -- in the
begi nning, getting into the mddle, and we'll be
seeing an intensive review on hurricane
pr epar edness, responsiveness. So inportant for
Florida. And I'm|l ooking forward to your
| eadership on that. G ow ng inportance -- we've
done sone work on that so far

Correspondi ngly, the -- the thorough
exam nati on, conservation demand nmanagenent, and
what we're seeing is increasing penetration into
all the utilities on renewables. A lot of work was
al ready started on solar, and so much nore to be
done. Again, highly-technical issue.

And | -- | think you're -- you're going to
help us in such a way, again, being thorough with
that. And | think bringing your know edge and
prior experience is going to be great.

| know you have prior -- you bring the prior
know edge, havi ng been Chairman, a great deal of
experience on that. Now, | understand this wll be

your third term | think. The third termis the --
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1 the third is the charm
2 (Laughter.)
3 COW SSI ONER POLMANN:  So, not to say your
4 first two efforts weren't -- weren't notable.
5 They're great, from-- fromwhat |'ve seen in the
6 record. But it's nmy privilege to -- to second the
7 nom nation. | really look forward to working --
8 sitting in the chair next to you.
9 So, let ne second the notion for Conmi ssioner
10 Art Graham as Chairman for the comng term
11 THE CHAI RVAN:  Excellent. So, we have a
12 notion to nom nate Conm ssioner Gahamfor the --
13 as the new Chai rman begi nning January in 2019
14 [sic], for a two-year term seconded properly by
15 Conmm ssi oner Pol mann.
16 Any further comment or discussion before we
17 take up the vote? Seeing none, all those in favor,
18 signify by saying aye.
19 (Chorus of ayes.)
20 THE CHAI RMAN. The noti on passes unani nously.
21 Wo. Al right.
22 (Appl ause fromthe audi ence.)
23 THE CHAI RMAN:  Conmi ssi oner G aham
24 COMW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Thank you, Madam Chai r.
25 I knew for sonme reason you had a -- a pep in your
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1 step this norning.

2 |"ve got a legal question first. | guess this

3 guestion is to Mary Anne. Just because |I'mvoted

4 in, does this nean | have to take it?

5 M5. HELTON: | refuse to answer that.

6 (Laughter.)

7 COMWM SSI ONER GRAHAM No, | -- | truly

8 appreciate it. | -- |1 appreciate the kind words,

9 Conmi ssi oner Brisé, Conm ssioner Pol mann. You

10 guys -- it's going to be hard just to even live up
11 to those words, but | do appreciate you guys saying
12 t hose things.

13 This is always a privilege to ne. | nean, it
14 really, really is. | think a lot of this Agency.
15 | think a lot of the staff. |It's amazing. | think
16 alot of ny staff, JimVarian and Betty, who is

17 upstairs probably listening -- | don't think she's
18 down here. Ah, there's Betty.

19 THE CHAI RMAN. Betty is here.

20 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Those two -- they --

21 they -- they keep ne out of trouble all the tine.
22 They keep ne focused. And they keep ne directed.
23 It's amazi ng what those two individuals can do.

24 Jim you know as well as everybody else in

25 here, you've got a lot going on. |[|'msure
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1 Kat herine is nore than happy to -- to pass this

2 obligation to you.
3 | am-- | amhappy. | amvery pleased. |
4 think there is, as Comm ssioner Pol mann said, a | ot
5 that's comng at us in the future. So, | just
6 think we need to cinch the -- the saddle tight and,
7 you know, be prepared for the ride.
8 Madam Chai rman, now, |'mgoing out on a linb
9 here a little bit because | know you're ready to
10 pass the gavel and to nove on, but it seens to ne
11 like there's a |ot that we have schedul ed for our
12 Decenber neeting with Comm ssioner Brisé |eaving
13 after being wwth this Agency, now, for the end of
14 his second term and also with you stepping down as
15 Chair.
16 | would like to propose, if we could
17 cerenonially pass -- | can pass the gavel to you in
18 January, so -- because | think both you and Ron
19 deserve your own days, your own day of celebration,
20 your own day of recanting [sic] what you' ve done
21 what you' ve done in your term
22 If it's up -- and this is truly your call. |
23 woul d be nore than willing to step back and let you
24 Chair the neeting in January so we can cel ebrate
25 Ron Brisé in Decenber and then celebrate you in
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1 January, if that's sonething you would be wlling

2 to do.
3 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Conmm ssioner G aham
4 for that. And | would gladly do that. | can't --
5 I'"'m | ooking forward to cel ebrating Conm ssi oner
6 Brisé. And | do want himto have his day. So, |
7 wi || absolutely oblige and continue serving the --
8 for the neeting in January.
9 COMW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Thank you.
10 THE CHAI RMAN:.  Thank you.
11 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  And t hank you,
12 Conmm ssi oners, for your nom nation and your vote.
13 THE CHAIRVAN: Al right. To the business at
14 hand t oday.
15 | am so happy, Conm ssioner Gaham |'min a
16 great nood today, everyone. Geat nood, and very
17 excited to support Comm ssioner G ahamin this new
18 chapter at the Comm ssion.
19 (Whereupon, the Election of Chairnman was
20 concl uded and the agenda conference resuned.)
21
22
23
24
25
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