










6. LULAC's members reside in peninsular Florida, on the frontlines of the climate 

cns1s. Among the many harms posed by climate change, LULAC members are threatened by the 

accelerating effects of sea level rise, more severe hurricane seasons, and heat stress brought on 

by rising temperatures. Improving energy efficiency measures directly and cost-effectively 

reduces the demand on non-renewable energy generation facilities and displaces the need to 

build new power plants as well as to run greenhouse gas intensive peaker plants. Lowering 

Florida's dependence on fossil fuels and limiting further unnecessary emissions of greenhouse 

gases is crucial to minimizing the harm climate change is already causing LULAC members and 

all Floridians. 

7. Setting strong Energy Efficiency Act goals can also support LULAC's "Latinos 

Living Healthy'' initiatives by reducing the negative impacts to public health threats caused by 

fossil fuel power generation. Burning fossil fuels to generate electricity pollutes the air and 

water of surrounding communities and exacerbates heat stress by contributing to climate change. 

Hispanic Americans already experience higher rates of asthma and are more likely to suffer 

respiratory conditions from air pollution due to fossil fuel combustion than non-Hispanic white 

Americans. By postponing or avoiding the need to build additional fossil powered plants, this 

Energy Efficiency Act proceeding can help create a healthier environment for LULAC members 

and all Floridians. 

8. As ratepayers, LULAC members are directly and adversely affected by policies 

that make it harder to lower their power costs by reducing their consumption. Many Floridians, 

including many LULAC members, live on low and fixed incomes, and the affordability of 

electricity bills can threaten their households' financial stability. Consequently, LULAC 

members are directly affected by the availability and effectiveness of energy efficiency measures 
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and renewables programs. Investing in energy efficiency lowers costly expenditures on fuel, 

new power plants, and added infrastructure, a heavy burden which is borne by customers. By 

replacing future demand with increased energy efficiency and renewable energy, instead of 

charging customers potentially billions of dollars to build avoidable power plants, LULAC 

members and all Floridians can avoid the significant rate hikes that accompany expensive new 

construction and harm low income households. 

9. LULAC members have also lowered their utility bills through investments in the 

use of demand-side renewable energy systems, energy efficiency measures, and energy 

conservation. LULAC's members will benefit from strong energy conservation goals for these 

utilities that encourage energy efficiency measures, demand-side renewable energy systems, and 

energy conservation. These interests are consistent with LULAC's mission on behalf of its 

members. 

10. LULAC also supports increasing the accessibility and adoption of demand-side 

renewable energy, such as rooftop solar. As with energy efficiency measures, demand-side 

renewables decrease the demand for fossil fuel energy generation, alleviating the burden on 

consumers of the economic and public health costs of expanded fossil fuel combustion and 

infrastructure. 

11. As Chair, Environment and Climate Issues for LULAC in Florida, I understand 

the economic, environmental, and health benefits for our members by using energy efficiency as 

a utility resource, and therefore fully support increased levels of energy efficiency 

implementation. LULAC members have previously and continuously relied on energy efficiency 

measures to cost effectively participate in LULAC's mission, reduce their current and future 

energy bills, and lessen environmental pollution. 
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12. I understand that the Florida Public Service Commission is considering energy 

efficiency goals for Florida Power & Light Company, Duke Energy Florida, LLC, and Tampa 

Electric Company. LULAC members would use more energy efficiency measures in their 

homes if their electric utilities offered an expanded and wider variety of programs, including 

more meaningful financial or other incentives to assist them in adopting energy efficiency 

measures, as a result of the PSC adopting higher goals in the 2019 Energy Efficiency Act case. 

13. Conversely, if the electric utilities on which LULAC members rely fail to offer an 

expanded and wider menu of energy efficiency programs, alongside more meaningful incentives, 

LULAC members will lose the opportunity to participate in programs to cost-effectively reduce 

their electric bills in the short-term through the use of affordable energy efficiency measures, and 

may not be able to afford such choices at all in the absence of financial assistance. As a result, 

LULAC members will be burdened by increased monthly electricity bills, because without 

efficiency incentives they will require more electricity than they otherwise would have. In 

addition, LULAC members' bills will also increase due to the need for more expensive new 

power generation, which would have been deferred or avoided by increased efficiency. An 

increase in both the amount and price of electricity upon which LULAC members rely each 

month thereby directly and adversely causes financial harm to the membership of LULAC. 

FURTHER AFFIANT SA YETH NOT 

David Sinclair, Affiant 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF !lr US 9 072..6 u 6W 
• 

~RE M.§...Jlle undersigned authority, personally appeared 
~I 0 ~ N ~ (?.._. who is personally known or produced 

PL- jj as identification, and who was sworn and 
says that the foregoing averments are true. 

Sworn to and subscribed before this l r day of$ L Y , 2019. 
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