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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Good norning. It is

3 9:30. W are going to go ahead and begin this

4 nor ni ng.

5 | would like to wel cone each of you here to

6 this custoner service hearing regarding

7 Environnmental Uilities' application for a

8 certificate to provide wastewater service in

9 Charlotte County.

10 Today's hearing is a very inportant part of

11 the process. 1In addition to the technical hearing
12 that we held yesterday, the comments that are nade
13 in this hearing are going to be transcribed and

14 wi Il becone an official part of the record that

15 this Commssion will use to ultimately nake its

16 decision. And so | want you to know that we take
17 your conmments, not only the conments that you are
18 provi ding today, but the witten comments that have
19 been provided to us as well, we take very seriously
20 and take theminto consideration.

21 Wth ne this norning are Conmi ssioner La Rosa
22 and Conm ssi oner Passidonb. | amgoing to give

23 them an opportunity, if they would |ike, to say a
24 word before we begin this norning.

25 Conmi ssi oner Passi dono.
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1 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you, Chai rman

2 d arKk.

3 | just want to take a brief nonent to thank

4 all of you for comng out this norning, and

5 reiterate ny comments that | nade at |ast night's

6 custoner neeting.

7 Qur -- it's -- thisis areally inportant

8 process, and we really value all of your coments

9 that you are making. And we have received, like,
10 hundreds of comments, witten comments, and those
11 are equally as valuable. W take themwth the

12 exact sane anount of weight, and we recognize it's
13 pretty difficult for a ot of you to get over here,
14 so it's amazing that so nany of you have been able
15 to show up in person, but just also value the

16 witten coments as well, and so thank you very

17 much for being here.

18 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Commi ssi oner La Rosa.

19 COMWM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Thank you, Chair nan.

20 And | second the thoughts and comments of

21 Comm ssi oner Passidono. | thank you all for conmng
22 out. This is a huge part of our process. |It's not
23 often that we conme -- that we | eave Tall ahassee and
24 cone to the service area, so thank you all for

25 making the trip down here. It's delighted to see,
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1 obviously, this part of the state of Florida and,
2 of course, it's a beautiful part of the state. And
3 t hank you. Thank you guys for giving us your
4 t hought and ki nd of wal ki ng us through as what you
5 guys see as the issues and, obviously, the
6 I nportant business that's before us. So, again,
7 thank you all, and | ook forward to your comrents.
8 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, Comm ssi oner
9 La Rosa.
10 Staff, would you please read the notice?
11 MR. SANDY: Pursuant to notice, this tinme and
12 pl ace has been set for a service hearing in Docket
13 No. 20200226, regarding the application for an
14 original certificate and rates to provide
15 wast ewat er service in Charlotte County by
16 Environnental Uilities, LLC. The purpose of the
17 service hearing is set out nore fully in the
18 noti ce.
19 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, M. Sandy.
20 W will take appearances now, beginning with
21 Envi ronnmental Utilities.
22 MR, FRIEDVAN:  Marty Friedman of the law firm
23 of Dean Mead on behalf of Environnental Uilities.
24 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  OPC.
25 M5. PIRRELLO  Anastacia Pirrello for the
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1 O fice of Public Counsel.

2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Pal m | sl and.

3 MR, KELSKY: Brad Kel sky on behal f of Pal m

4 | sl and Estates Association, Inc.

5 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Cot her man.

6 M5. COTHERMAN:.  Li nda Cot herman, Pro Se.

7 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Staff.

8 MR, SANDY: M nane is Ryan Sandy. | am an

9 attorney with the Public Service Comm ssion. Wth
10 me this norning is Ms. Jennifer Crawf ord.

11 M5. HELTON:. And Mary Anne Helton is here as
12 your Advi sor.

13 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. D d we get
14 everyone?

15 As | mentioned, this part of the hearing is
16 designed to hear directly fromyou, the potenti al
17 custonmers. This is your opportunity to express

18 your thoughts, your conmments that are directly

19 related to the utility's request. | nentioned we
20 al so had a technical hearing that concl uded

21 yesterday that will also be taken into evidence in
22 this case.

23 | know that sone of you are preregistered to
24 speak. You registered by phone or by email for

25 today's hearing. You may have seen the speaker
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10

1 sign-up sheet that was provided by the staff when
2 you arrived here this norning. |[|f you
3 preregi stered, we've got you list and you are on
4 the list to speak. If you did not preregister and
5 you woul d like to address the Conm ssion this
6 norni ng, please see a nenber of our staff. |
7 believe they are still out front taking sign-ins.
8 If you would |like to speak, you nust register in
9 order to do so.
10 This is an official public hearing. The
11 coments that you make are going to be transcri bed
12 and becone part of the record. As such, you are
13 subject to cross-exam nation by the parties. So
14 while you are testifying -- in conclusion of your
15 testinony, please remain at the podium | wll ask
16 the parties if they have any questions for you, and
17 al so staff and the Conmm ssion may ask you questions
18 regardi ng your testinony as well.
19 In addition, if you do not wish to address the
20 Commi ssion and would like to file additiona
21 coments, you may do so by visiting our website,
22 you can get a pre-addressed comment card off of
23 there, or tine themdirectly with the Cerk, and
24 the website information, email address is listed on
25 t here.
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11

1 Okay. We are going to begin with opening
2 statenents fromthe parties. Each party has three
3 m nutes, | believe, M. Friednman, you are up first.
4 MR, FRIEDVAN:.  Environnental Utilities waives
5 openi ng st atenents.
6 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, M. Friedman.
7 OPC.
8 MS5. PIRRELLO.  Good norning, everyone. Thank
9 you for comng. M nane is Anastacia Pirrello, and
10 | represent the O fice of Public Counsel.
11 W are a State office, independent of the
12 Public Service Comm ssion, which is tasked with
13 representing the public interest on behalf of all
14 the custonmers of utilities in these types of cases.
15 Qur goal is to ensure that in the process of the
16 Publ i c Service Comm ssion considering whether to
17 grant the certificate to Environnental Uilities
18 any of rates and charges to be inposed are
19 accurately reflected by the conpany, and incl ude
20 only those costs that are shown to be necessary and
21 prudent for this type of wastewater collection
22 system
23 We are here today to hear your thoughts and
24 concerns about Environnental Utilities' proposal to
25 install sewer |lines, and the costs associated with
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that proposal. |If you have questions foll ow ng

t hese hearings, you may contact our office toll
free at 1-800-342-0222. And if you woul d, please
let us know if you were intending to watch the
heari ng yesterday via the |ive stream and were
unable to do so.

COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, Ms. Pirrello.

Pal m I sl and.

MR, KELSKY: Wi ve openi ng statenent.

COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Cot her man.

M5. COTHERMVAN: Wi ve.

COW SSI ONER LA ROCSA: Al right. Are there
any elected officials here this norning who are
asking to speak? Any elected officials? Qur
policy is to take themfirst.

Al'l right. Seeing none, we are going to nove
ri ght on through.

| want to give every custoner who has signed
up the opportunity to speak. W are asking that
you contain your comments to three m nutes each.
W have a tiner that is set up. It will be easily
visible fromthe podium | wll control the tiner.
| amnot going to be a real stickler on the three
mnutes. |If you go a few seconds over, we are

going to let you finish up your statenents. |f you
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13

1 hit four mnutes, | amgoing to kind of give you a
2 little warning to wap it up real quick for us. W
3 have got about 30 folks that are wanting to speak
4 this norning, so out of respect and courtesy to
5 everyone, we want to nmake sure that everyone is
6 hear d.
7 We woul d ask that you keep your comrents
8 direct to the specific case that's involved here.
9 I would also ask that if the person that is in
10 front of you has said sonething that you are
11 basically going to repeat, just give thema ditto,
12 you know. We've heard a |ot of testinony. W
13 woul d I'i ke to hear your unique specific situations.
14 W want to make sure that those are taken into
15 consideration, but if you have heard sonethi ng that
16 you wanted to say, just feel free to say ditto as
17 wel | .
18 The attorney for the Public Counsel, M.
19 Pirrello, is going to be calling out nanmes. She's
20 going to be calling out three nanes at a tinme so
21 that the next speaker can be kind of in the queue
22 and ready to go.
23 When you cone to the m crophone, please state
24 your nane and address. Again, your verbal comments
25 are being transcribed, so please speak | oud and
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1 cl ear.
2 Before we begin, | amgoing to swear each one
3 of youin. This is sworn testinony. So if you are
4 on the sign-up sheet and are planning to speak this
5 norning, if you would, please stand, raise your
6 ri ght hand and repeat after ne.
7 (Wher eupon, speakers were sworn in by
8 Conm ssioner Cark.)
9 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Consi der yourself sworn.
10 Thank you. You may be seat ed.
11 Al right. W will begin. M. Pirrello.
12 M5. PIRRELLO The first three speakers wl |
13 be Monica Errico, Leonard Swederski and Joe
14 Savol di .
15 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes, | amsorry, the
16 podiumis right over here.
17 You are recogni zed, Ms. Errico.
18 PUBLI C COMVENT
19 M5. ERRICO Yes. H . | am Monica Errico,
20 resident of Palmlsland at 321 Bocilla Drive.
21 Frankly, | ama little bit disappointed that I
22 tried to attend the neeting virtually yesterday and
23 there was no access available. The reason why |
24 chose to preregister and attend is several fold.
25 One, | don't have a |l ack of any confidence in
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 the ability of EU to be able to conme and install

2 this systemin totality, especially at the costs

3 that were predicted. So it's amazing to ne that we

4 can go froman estinmated of 20,000 to 25,000 down

5 to bel ow 15,000 w thout themreally assum ng and

6 under st andi ng what the true costs are to install

7 and maintain a systemlike this in our

8 environnmental |y delicate community.

9 My second opinion is | amnot opposed to sewer
10 systens overall. | am opposed to the type of sewer
11 systemthat's being put out there. In my opinion,
12 we haven't shown any problens with the septics we
13 have today, but | am not disagreeing. Wat | have
14 a problemis we are in a very delicate place where
15 we have a high water table, the power goes out
16 routinely, and the type of systemthat is going to
17 be installed is going to be requiring additional
18 mai nt enance by each honmeowner potentially a
19 punp-out every time when we have power outages for
20 over 12 to 24 hours, which is quite common on the
21 island. | conpletely disagree with that.

22 | conpletely disagree with the fact that we
23 don't know what the charges are going to be. W
24 don't understand what the right-of-ways are going
25 to be, and the costs are double of what it would
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 cost for anything that woul d be consi dered
2 sponsored and installed by the County, perhaps with
3 di fferent funding and grant options avail abl e,
4 where we are going to be asked to foot the costs
5 all upfront for sonme unknown anount.
6 And that's all | really have to say today.
7 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Al'l right. Thank you
8 very much, Ms. Errico. Hold up one nonent, please,
9 in case we have any questi ons.
10 And | do want to address the issue in regard
11 to the live streamyesterday. Qur sincere
12 apol ogies to those who were at hone wanting to
13 watch. We had every intention of providing that
14 service yesterday. Qur staff canme down nonths in
15 advance, checked our system nmade sure that
16 everything worked so we woul d have |ive stream
17 capabilities. Wen we got here yesterday, plugged
18 in and started the stream it worked and then it
19 quit.
20 There were sone network conflict issues that
21 our systemhad with Sarasota County's system |
22 can't explain those to you. | really wsh | could.
23 We had three very capable, intelligent individuals
24 that worked diligently yesterday to try to get it
25 up and running. W got it up. It would cone up
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1 and stay up for a few m nutes and woul d drop back

2 out agai n.

3 To accommodate that, we tried the tel ephone

4 call-in. | know that was not the best thing that

5 we coul d possibly do, but we were kind of out of

6 alternatives. W -- the State of Florida has spent

7 a ton of noney and resources to have this hearing

8 yesterday and today, and so we wanted to make sure

9 that we stayed on schedule and did it.

10 So ny apol ogies for those who were trying to
11 watch it at honme. It was a technical hearing. You
12 will be able to go back and watch all of the

13 proceedi ngs, we are -- we actually had them posted,
14 | believe, about two hours after we started, we

15 started uploading them-- am| close there, Adanf
16 THE CLERK: Yes, part two and three, basically
17 the afternoon, is available on the website right

18 now. W did have problens with part one. That's
19 the largest file.

20 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  kay.

21 THE CLERK: And it base quit hal fway through,
22 i ke we were having with the broadcast. So we w ||
23 have that up, nost -- | am expecting to have that
24 up tonorrow.

25 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: W broke the internet. |
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1 am sorry.
2 M5. ERRICO. If | can add one comrent to
3 that --
4 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes, ma'am
5 M5. ERRICO  -- because the ability to watch
6 that in advance woul d have greatly hel ped ne better
7 prepare for rebuttals |I would have had today.
8 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Absol utely. W do
9 understand that, and we are taking that into
10 consi deration as well.
11 M5. ERRICO.  Thank you.
12 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you.
13 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Chai rman, just quick.
14 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Commi ssi oner La Rosa.
15 COW SSI ONER LA ROSA: Do the audi ence nenbers
16 and the residents, do they have the ability to
17 still submt coments after-the-fact today?
18 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes. Absolutely. You
19 can still continue to submt your comments. |f you
20 have an opportunity to go back and watch the
21 proceedings, if there is something there that
22 sparks an interest in you that you would like to
23 coment -- how | ong do we have, Ms. Helton, could
24 you tell, or Jennifer, how | ong before the coment
25 bridge is closed? |It's open through the entire
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1 docket, isn't it?

2 M5. HELTON: | amnot sure that there is an

3 end date in particular, but I think it would be

4 hel pful to file witten comments by the tine the

5 briefs are filed so that the parties can address

6 any conmments in their brief.

7 COW SSI ONER CLARK: That's great.

8 M5. HELTON: That, to ne, nakes nobst since,

9 M. Chai r man.

10 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: That's a great point. So
11 March 16th is the deadline for briefs to be filed
12 by the parties. That is one of the factors that is
13 taken into consideration by the Commi ssion. So if
14 you can get your comments in prior to March 16t h,
15 they woul d be considered by the parties prior to --
16 in closing their briefs, okay?

17 Any ot her comrents from any staff nenber

18 regarding this issue?

19 Okay. Next witness, Ms. Pirrello.

20 M5. PIRRELLO After M. Swederski is Joe

21 Savol di, Daniel Petersen and M chael Riley.

22 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Swederski, you are

23 recogni zed.

24 PUBLI C COMMENT

25 MR, SWEDERSKI: Well, thank you for this
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1 opportunity to voice ny opinions today.
2 | got involved with this -- actually | ama
3 fairly newresident to the island. W noved in in
4 May of 2021, and we are new residents to Florida.
5 Been visiting Florida a long tine. W nostly |ived
6 in rural areas. M wife and |, our entire life,
7 raised famlies on septic systens, been invol ved
8 with having a septic systemin ny yard for 50 plus
9 years at different places | have |ived.
10 Septic systenms in nost other states are
11 i nspected, inspected periodically. They are
12 required to be punped periodically, and | have
13 rarely seen septic failures when you had those
14 procedures in pl ace.
15 One of the conplaints | have is with the State
16 of Florida, they passed the septic inspection |aw
17 in 2012, they repealed it in 2014. They sat on it
18 for six years. In 2020 they started to | ook back
19 into the new septic inspection and punp-out
20 requi rements. Recently they pushed it off to the
21 Florida DEP to take it over.
22 | believe that DEP is going to do a good j ob.
23 Just | have had plenty of conversation with them
24 trying to get a dock in. They seemto be very
25 thorough in what they do. And | just got a feeling
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that we've got a stormconing with our septic
systens on the island if we don't get themin
or der.

So, you know, it's a potential, every system
m ght be inspected, putting die in your toilets and
tanks, flushing it through the systemwth either
infrared or other types of ways of |ooking at where
that effluent goes. | do see a problem

| do potentially see a sewer system being
forced to us down the road. Wether it's good or
bad, | amstill, you know, on the bal anci ng act
her e.

Fail ed septic systens on the island are not
good. A sewer systemis going to disrupt our
island activities, create nore barge traffic,
potentially bring in nore nulti-famly hones, which
really scares nme. You know, we've got a nice quiet
little island, and nost people out there like it
that way, and including the renters, not the
rentees, but the people that rent their hones,
peopl e want to conme back every year because they
| ove the quiet atnosphere. Milti-famly
devel opnents are not going to be good.

You know, | guess that's, you know, probably

the majority of what | wanted to say, and | am j ust
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going to still stay listening.

Thank you very nuch.

COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.

Any questions?

Thank you for your testinony, sir.

MR, SWEDERSKI : Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Next W tness.

M5. PIRRELLO After M. Savoldi, Daniel
Petersen, Mchael Riley and Jane Smith. | am
sorry, not Jane Smth, Shannon Roberts.

COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Savol di, you are
recogni zed.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR, SAVOLDI: You good norning, | am Joe
Savol di, a permanent resident on Palmlsland, 390
Kettl e Harbor.

Prior to retiring | spent over 20 years
wor king in the process control instrunentation
field primarily representing Enerson Process
Managenent who does distributed control systens,
SCADA systens, pressure tenperature, |evel flow
measur enent instrunmentation for power plants,
chem cal plants, refineries, sewage treatnent
plants and freshwater distribution plants.

So | just wanted to say that, you know, sewer
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1 is one of the nost conplicated systens that | dealt

2 with over tine. H gh pressure natural gas

3 pi pelines are easier to design and build and

4 install. 1 amworried that EU doesn't have the

5 ki nd of experience in sewage that is necessary to,

6 especially with the circunstances surroundi ng our

7 I sl and.

8 | also think that if you are going to do a

9 proj ect of this magnitude, 100 percent needs to be
10 bonded. There has to be financial protection for
11 not only the County, but also the stakehol ders, us
12 homeowners.

13 Certainly, if you are going to | et soneone do
14 a design and build, be in charge of not -- or not
15 hiring a professional engineering firmto do the
16 initial design of the system and then having

17 contractors bid through a process based on those
18 engi neering specifications is a very bad i dea.

19 So | ooking at the | ong-term nmai nt enance on

20 each individual system | know has been di scussed,
21 and peopl e have tal ked about, and that's very

22 critical as well, because power outages, |ike, have
23 been spoken about. And the fact that if the

24 system-- if each individual punp station needs to
25 be nonitored, it needs to be, you know, sone kind
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1 of preventive maintenance installation, it's very
2 expensive. It's incredibly expensive.
3 So that's basically wanted to tal k about, and
4 that's basically what | wanted to bring up.
5 Fi nanci al bonding is very inportant and critical.
6 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
7 Any questions?
8 Thank you for your testinony, sir.
9 MR, SAVOLDI: Ckay. Thank you.
10 M5. PIRRELLO After M. Petersen is M chael
11 Ri | ey, Shannon Roberts and Bob Barb Dwyer.
12 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Dani el Petersen.
13 PUBLI C COMMENT
14 MR. PETERSEN. Good norning, and thank you for
15 letting ne speak this norning. M nane is Dan
16 Petersen. | live at 43 BayShore Circle on Pal m
17 I sl and.
18 Before | begin, | have information | would
19 like to | eave with the Conm ssioners about the
20 ferry service, which would be very good infornation
21 in a project transportation needs of such as what
22 we are considering here.
23 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay. Do we need to
24 enter that into evidence as an exhibit, M. Helton?
25 MR. FRIEDMAN. | would like an opportunity, if
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1 | mght, Comm ssioner, to review that --

2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Sure, we will take --

3 MR FRIEDVAN. -- this process, it's --

4 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  One second. W have sone
5 evidentiary |l aw we have to kind of follow here --

6 MR. PETERSEN. | wunder st and.

7 COW SSI ONER CLARK: -- soO just give us one

8 second.

9 MR. PETERSEN. Ckay.

10 M5. CRAWFORD: Commi ssioner Clark, if you

11 woul d Ii ke to go ahead and have this identified, we
12 can give it a nunber.

13 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  And the nunber is?

14 M5. CRAWFORD: No. 50.

15 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  50. Mark it as Exhibit
16 No. 50.

17 (Wher eupon, Exhibit No. 50 was marked for

18 identification.)

19 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Friedman.

20 MR. FRI EDMAN: Conmm ssioners, | have two

21 obj ecti ons.

22 The first is that this appears to be a

23 printout of a website. And the ones of you who

24 were in the hearing | ast week understand ny

25 argunent that you just print out a website doesn't
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1 necessarily give any probative value. And in that
2 case y'all, the Comm ssioners in that hearing
3 deni ed the exhibit.
4 The second reason woul d be the probative
5 value, in that M. Boyer discussed the fact that he
6 was doing a contract rate with Palmlsland Transit,
7 and that rate has got nothing to do with anything
8 that's on this exhibit.
9 So No. 1, | would suggest to you that it's not
10 evidentiary appropriate; and No. 2, it's got no
11 probative value and it's | reviewed rel evant.
12 Thank you.
13 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Pirrello, do you want
14 to address the Conmm ssion?
15 M5. PIRRELLO Yes. Thank you, M.
16 Conm ssi oner .
17 | will say we have seen this same chart
18 al ready in discovery, but the contract that M.
19 Friedman is referring to has not been executed, so
20 | do believe that these rates are still relevant.
21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: | amgoing to overrule
22 the objection and allow the item The Conmm ssion
23 wll give it the weight it warrants.
24 You may conti nue.
25 MR, PETERSEN. Thank you.
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1 Previously, | worked for a natural gas utility
2 in Indiana for over 10 years as a district nmanager
3 in several communities of our service area, and we
4 had 400, 000 custoners. | have sone experience
5 managi ng a utility operation.
6 In the past year, | have researched this
7 application, Jack and EU, and | read Jack's
8 deposition. | amhere to ask that you not approve
9 this application for a central sewer systemto EU
10 It's ny understandi ng there has been no direct
11 testing for the need of service at Pal mlsland
12 i tsel f.
13 The other thing that concerns ne is financial
14 capability. Al that |I have read and listened to
15 Is, for financing this, is loans, and | am aware
16 t hat borrowi ng noney in the next couple of years is
17 going to do nothing but increase and get nore
18 expensive. Also, there is no central sewer system
19 experi ence whatsoever with EU
20 | also know that this could cause a financia
21 hardship on multitudes of househol ds due to no plan
22 in place for a reasonabl e | ong-term paynent pl an
23 for hookup fee, which is customary in a |ot of
24 systens that are done such as this.
25 | Iove our island, and when a detail ed study
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is done directly focused on Palmlsland itself, and
the need for services determned, | do not want a
rookie at the installation and mai ntenance of it.
W want the A gane with the County doing it, and at
the very | east, an experienced, proven provider
wi th decades of experience.

Pl ease do not approve this application.

COMW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, sir.

Do we have any questions?

Al right. Thank you very much for your
testi nony.

Next W t ness.

M5. PIRRELLO After M. Riley will be Shannon
Roberts, Barb Dwyer and CGeorge Pettengill.

COM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Riley, you are
recogni zed.

PUBLI C COMMENT

MR. RILEY: Thank you. M nane is Mke Riley,
and | live at 220 Kettle Harbor, which is in the EU
service district.

| want to thank the Commi ssion first for
having this hearing here so that we could all be in
person and not Tal |l ahassee. And I, too, did not
get to watch yesterday for the technical side,

which is very critical in putting together
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1 t esti nony.
2 | am against this application and have several
3 reasons why.
4 First is the type of system \W've covered
5 it. Vacuumversus |ow pressure. A |low pressure
6 system has inherent problens in environnmentally
7 sensitive areas, which is our island, because it's
8 under pressure and, therefore, subject to
9 exfiltration, which is blown out of the line, a
10 vacuum systemis not subject to exfiltration.
11 A | ow pressure system has nore mai nt enance
12 costs because it requires each honeowner to have a
13 hol di ng tank and a grinder punp. Per design, these
14 tanks and punps need to be | ocated on the
15 honeowner's property. A vacuum systemis |ocated
16 on public property or easenents for the roads.
17 Third, with regard to these tanks being EU is
18 requesti ng an easenent from each honmeowner to put
19 these tanks and grinder punps on their private
20 property with 24-hour access w thout conpensati on.
21 They just want it for free. | amnot sure it's
22 al | owed under | aw, and needs em nent donain
23 proceedi ngs if not conpensat ed.
24 | have here as an exhibit | would like to put
25 in three copies of easenents that M. Boyer has had
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1 to purchase or has purchased in his water utility
2 on Little Gasparilla Island, and one copy of an
3 em nent domai n proceeding. The em nent domain
4 proceedi ng was $7,000. The two easenents he
5 purchased, one was five, one was 1,200 and one was
6 $1,000. He is wanting easenents on our property
7 for free, which is 1,200 different honesites.
8 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Those are -- | believe
9 t hose docunents are already in, aren't they?
10 MR. FRI EDVMAN. They are not.
11 MR. RILEY: They are not in record, | don't
12 think, sir.
13 MR. FRIEDVMAN:  You denied it for the
14 reasons -- the same reasons you should deny it in
15 this case.
16 M5. CRAWFORD: On the CEL, that's 45 and 46,
17 they were introduced on the rebuttal testinony by
18 OPC of Ms. Swain. The G eene Easenent and the
19 Tat um easenent, neither one were admtted into the
20 record.
21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Nei ther one were
22 adm tted, okay.
23 Al right. You can continue. Sorry we -- the
24 Conmmi ssi on has seen the docunments but we did not
25 al l ow those into evidence.
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1 MR, RILEY: kay. Fourth, the design and the

2 resort, or Knight Island Uilities. According to

3 application, the resort is not in EU s service area

4 because it's serviced by Knight |Island. However,

5 the design shows a six-inch main starting at the

6 gates of the resort, which enlarge to the

7 ei ght-inch main, and eventually -- and ultimately

8 of f island.

9 There is no need for a six-inch line at this
10 | ocation in front of the resort because it is only
11 a beginning feeder line, and in all other |ocations
12 of the design it starts with a three-inch, then a
13 four-inch based on volunme, then into the eight-inch
14 mainline to take it off island.

15 EU s application shows no general service

16 custonmers. Only residential custoners. |Is there
17 an unspoken agreenent with the resort to be hooked
18 up later with the down-island residents paying for
19 the systeminstallation costs and not the resort,
20 or Kni ght Island?

21 Wiy has M. Boyer held neetings on the resort
22 to di scuss hooking up gathering support for the EU
23 systen? The resort has a holding tank problem and
24 must nove their sewage off island by truck nore

25 frequently now when the tank gets half full. They
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



32

1 can't fill it up because of there issue.
2 Runor has it that resort residents and Kni ght
3 I sland residents are going to be able to hook up
4 wi t hout a hookup charge, w thout a nonthly charge,
5 only a transm ssion charge through |lines that we,
6 as the down-islanders, are paying for this in this
7 application.
8 Thank you for your tine.
9 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, sir.
10 One nonent, sSir.
11 Questions?
12 M. Friedman.
13 MR FRIEDVAN: | don't, but I would just
14 i nplore you to keep in mnd the hearsay el enent of
15 a lot of this.
16 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Certainly.
17 QO her questions, anyone?
18 Thank you for your testinmony. Ch, | amsorry,
19 Ms. Pirrello. [I'msorry.
20 M5. PIRRELLO | amsorry. Not a question,
21 but regarding the papers that M. Riley is
22 offering, | did not offer those into evidence, so |
23 don't believe there was a ruling nmade on that.
24 M5. CRAWFCRD: That is consistent with ny
25 nmenory actual ly.
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1 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Well, mne either. | do
2 remenber -- so the problemthat we had was no one
3 coul d authenticate those docunents --
4 M5. CRAWFCORD: That's correct.
5 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  -- | think was -- that
6 they were actually -- they were froma water
7 conpany, not specifically this conpany. W didn't
8 have anyone that sponsored or authenticated them
9 M5. PIRRELLO Ms. Swain was not able to
10 authenticate them but | believe M. Boyer coul d.
11 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: But he did not during the
12 pr ocess.
13 MR. FRI EDMAN:. They had an opportunity to ask
14 hi m because he cane up after Ms. Swain --
15 COVM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ri ght.
16 MR. FRIEDVAN. -- but they chose not to do so.
17 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Correct.
18 Ms. Crawford? Ms. Helton?
19 M5. HELTON: | agree. And it was ny
20 understanding that Ms. Pirrello was going to
21 authenticate those with M. Boyer when he was on
22 t he stand, and she did not do so.
23 M5. COTHERMAN: My understanding was that it
24 was referenced because it was in one of ny
25 questions, and M. Boyer did acknow edge he paid
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1 the 7,000 for one, 1,000 for another easenent. He
2 did do em nent domain. He had said he didn't
3 remenber the $5,000 one, but he did acknow edge
4 t hose.
5 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  And you have him on
6 record saying that, but we did not -- we did not
7 al l ow t he docunents.
8 M5. COTHERMAN. They weren't presented. They
9 weren't available at the tinme, | don't believe.
10 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  You still have his
11 testinony that he made that statenent that that's
12 what he paid for them |It's in the record.
13 M5. COTHERMAN:  Ckay.
14 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Fri edman.
15 MR. FRIEDVAN. | do have a question for this
16 wi t ness, pl ease.
17 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes, sir, you may
18 proceed.
19 MR, FRI EDMAN:. Thank you.
20 M. Rley, isn't it true that you don't object
21 to central sewer on the island, you just object to
22 it being done by Environnental Utilities or sone
23 other private utility?
24 MR RILEY: It | object because it's done by a
25 private utility. But | also object because there
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1 is no proven need. There has been no water tests,
2 SO no water -- no actually water tests, there is no
3 contam nation that they found. There is no |evel.
4 There is no baseline. There is no idea whether
5 there is nitrates or not. All they've done is take
6 assunptions that we have septics, therefore, we are
7 bad.
8 So | am agai nst the sewer system vyes; but |
9 amal so primarily against a private conpany, which
10 dupl i cat es nanagenent, and duplicates costs, and
11 dupl i cates nmi ntenance costs, and has rates that we
12 are going to end up paying $250 a nmonth for sewage
13 and it's going to be jammed down our throat.
14 MR. FRIEDVAN. Do you recall witing a letter,
15 a comment letter to the Conm ssion?
16 MR, RILEY: Yes, sir.
17 MR, FRIEDVAN. And --
18 MR, RILEY: Approximtely three pages. | do
19 not have a copy of it with ne.
20 MR. FRIEDVAN:. | happen to, and | would |ike
21 to read what you said and see if you -- this is an
22 accurate quote.
23 Under standi ng that Charlotte County's
24 | ong-range plan calls for renoval of septic tanks,
25 a private systemis not the answer. It would be in
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1 everyone's best interest to have a public utility

2 handl e any sewer system so there is transparency,

3 guar anteed cost control, unquestionable financi al

4 ability to be able to operate and avoid the

5 needl ess stakeholders to pay a profit for private

6 utility -- private individual to a utility. |Is

7 that an accurate statenent of what you recal

8 sayi ng?

9 MR. RILEY: That's an accurate statenent, yes.
10 MR, FRIEDMAN.  All right. | have no further
11 guesti ons.

12 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Al'l right. Thank you

13 very nmuch for your testinony today, sir.

14 Your next w tness, please.

15 M5. PIRRELLO  After Ms. Roberts is Barb

16 Dwyer, George Pettengill and Jane Smth.

17 PUBLI C COMVENT

18 M5. ROBERTS:. (Good norning, Comm ssioners. M
19 name i s Shannon Roberts. M husband and | are

20 full-time residents of Pal mlsland, and we reside
21 at 32 BayShore Circle.

22 Before | get started with ny coments, | did
23 want to offer up an exhibit that is a filing with
24 the Florida Public Service Conm ssion. The reason
25 why | amoffering this --
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1 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Hold on one second and
2 l et us take -- and just so everyone understands,
3 and | amnot an attorney, let ne begin with that
4 statenent, but we do have to follow evidentiary | aw
5 regardi ng the adm ssion of evidence and exhibits in
6 t hese cases, so that is why | amturning to two of
7 our staff attorneys to help nme out with determ ning
8 if it is legal for us, as a body, to include this.
9 Sone of the things that you have said and
10 testified to we've taken into consideration. Wen
11 it cones to specific itens, web pages are one
12 that's an area that we have sone issues with. W
13 can't authenticate is this the real web page? |Is
14 this the conpany's actual position?
15 So there is sone real unique rules as to why
16 we do this. | just want you guys to understand.
17 Just because we say we are not taking sonething
18 into evidence, we nmay read it, understand it, we
19 consider it, but we can't include it in the docket.
20 M5. CRAWFORD: Commi ssioner Clark, if you
21 woul d |'i ke, we can go ahead and give this a nunber.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes, please.
23 M5. CRAWORD: 51.
24 (Wher eupon, Exhibit No. 51 was nmarked for
25 identification.)
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1 M5. CRAWFCORD: And based on ny review, this
2 appears to be a copy of the Charlotte County
3 Prehearing Statenment froma 2002 Comm ssi on docket.
4 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay.
5 M5. CRAWFORD: It is not the action of the
6 Conmmi ssion, so |'muncl ear what the probative val ue
7 woul d be of this docunent. |If the wtness would
8 like to speak to that perhaps.
9 COW SSI ONER CLARK: W will. One second.
10 Yes, ma'am You would tell us the val ue?
11 M5. ROBERTS:. Yeah. It is ny understanding
12 that M. Boyer testified that Charlotte County
13 Attorney Janette Nolton was against certification
14 and for it this time, and that neans agai nst
15 certification in this past case.
16 In reality, the County Attorney in this old
17 case was for certification, but recognized that the
18 Conpr ehensi ve Pl an needed to be changed for the
19 project to nove forward.
20 In this case, it speaks volunes that the
21 Charlotte County -- that Charlotte County is not a
22 party of record, and that Jeannette Nolton has not
23 witten a letter supporting the project. The only
24 County official weighing in on this matter is a
25 former of utilities director who is also a friend
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1 of M. Boyer.
2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. One nonent,
3 pl ease.
4 Ms. Helton.
5 M5. HELTON: | think it m ght be appropriate,
6 M. Chairman, to hear from M. Friedman first and
7 the other parties.
8 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Friedman.
9 MR. FRIEDMAN. | amnot sure of the probative
10 val ue of the docunent; although, | |ove these
11 statenments, that the County fully supports the
12 application we had back in 2002. There is a | ot of
13 great |language in here. So the only negative
14 | anguage, whi ch she addressed, was whether it was
15 consistent with the Conprehensive Plan, and this
16 one deals wth the 1997 Conprehensive Plan, as you
17 can see fromthe exhibit, the one we are dealing
18 with for this case.
19 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: Do you object, M.
20 Fri edman?
21 MR, FRIEDVAN:. | don't object.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Any ot her comment s?
23 Al right. You may continue, nma'am
24 M5. ROBERTS:. Thank you.
25 | think nmy -- one of ny concerns is that the
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1 County appears to be silent in this case. O her
2 than the utilities director, we haven't heard from
3 anyone else fromthe County, and that's concerning
4 to nme. So that's one of the reasons why | think |
5 of fered that docunent.
6 Anot her argunent is that there appears to be a
7 high risk that the sewer pipes nmay break and spil
8 sewage into the waterways around the island if this
9 certificate is granted. Over the years, in the
10 hi gh vel ocity zones, sizable sections of |and have
11 cl osed off or opened up | arge bodi es of water,
12 fundanental | y changi ng the topography and the outer
13 boundari es of the island.
14 For exanple, a narrow outlet at Pinfish Point
15 previously flowed directly into the Gulf, it is now
16 cl osed and a house sits nearby. Bocilla Lagoon
17 used to flowinto the intercoastal waterway, after
18 a hurricane it was closed off by sand shifting
19 i nward, houses now sit nearby. M understanding is
20 also that Little Gasparilla and Don Pedro were
21 separate islands, and now they are connected.
22 So if you have a maze of these sewer pipes,
23 you know, and we have a hurricane or a tropical
24 storm ny assunption is they are going to break and
25 we are going to have a sewage spill. Maybe that's
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1 the reason why we are not supposed to have a sewer
2 on a barrier island.
3 We al so believe that EU has oversinplified its
4 ability to obtain the necessary easenents to
5 install the system There are multiple private
6 nei ghbor hoods with private roads on the island.
7 There has been extensive litigation between sone of
8 t hese nei ghborhoods on access issues. The nost
9 recent case was |ate | ast year between two | arge
10 nei ghbor hoods backing to the State park, Beach
11 Dubai and the preserve.
12 The Charlotte County Circuit Court ruled that
13 no service vehicles, construction vehicles or cars
14 can cross through Beach Dubai to reach the
15 preserve, rendering the preserve a golf cart only
16 comuni ty accessi ble by boat or its own barge.
17 My understanding is that the proposed sewer
18 pl an assunmes EU will obtain an easenent to run
19 t hrough both of the nei ghborhoods to reach the rest
20 of the island.
21 The application also assunes EU wi I | have
22 barge access to Don Pedro, but the barge is
23 provi ded at the pleasure of the resort. It is not
24 a mandatory service. Nor does EU have easenents to
25 use the | andi ngs, to ny know edge.
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



42

1 Before this proposed project gets through its

2 pl anni ng phase, the entire island's fl ood and

3 velocity designations will be rezoned, nuch of it

4 to an E, which is outside the high velocity zone.

5 The 2018 prelimnary FEMA map show t hat FEMA

6 conpl etely rezoned Charlotte County. | confirnmed

7 with the Charlotte County Conmmunity Devel opnent

8 of fice yesterday that the naps are anticipated to

9 go into effect Novenber or Decenber of this year.

10 Failing to disclose or account for this

11 i nformati on denonstrates why EU does not have the
12 techni cal expertise to take on this project; and in
13 my opinion, is yet another exhibit how they are

14 oversinplifying the issues presented to this

15 conm ssi on.

16 There have al so been countless statenents from
17 M. Boyer to stakehol ders indicating that he

18 doesn't think EU proceeding with the project is

19 necessarily the best way to go. W all received a
20 letter inthe mail well into these proceedi ngs that
21 offered up alternatives, and sonme of themwere --

22 MR. FRIEDVAN: | object on the best evidence
23 rule. The best evidence of what that letter said
24 is the letter itself. Not her testinony.

25 M5. ROBERTS: | have the letter.
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1 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Coul d you sum up real,

2 real quick for ne? It's been about five m nutes

3 al r eady.

4 M5. ROBERTS: Ch, | amsorry.

5 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thanks.

6 THE WTNESS: Okay. | amtrying to find the

7 best evidence fromthe letter. | will just -- |

8 will just read a quick sentence fromit.

9 UNI DENDI FI ED SPEAKER: | have it if you want
10 it.

11 M5. ROBERTS: Ckay, | have it.

12 Possi bly even better that Charlotte County

13 would be a utility district established by a

14 special act of the Florida | egislation, we have net
15 with Mchael Grant, our state majority health

16 | eader, his comrents were, sinply get it to ne and
17 we will get it done. He is referring to us

18 becom ng our own utility district, and saying that
19 that may be a better way to go so we can obtain

20 grants and fundi ng.

21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: Great. Al right. Thank
22 you very.

23 Questions, M. Friednman?

24 MR. FRIEDVAN: | do.

25 Ms. Roberts, you nentioned that the County had
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not indicated any support for this project, was
that the correct understandi ng of what you
testified to?

M5. ROBERTS: No, | was only introducing this
as --

MR. FRIEDVAN:. |1'mtal ki ng about earlier.
Earlier in your discussion --

M5. ROBERTS: Yeah.

MR, FRIEDMAN. -- | think you indicated that
the only support had been by M. Rudy, and that
t here had been nothing fromthe County supporting
this project?

M5. ROBERTS: All that | have seen is the
letter fromthe County supporting the project that
was signed by M. Rudy and the water quality
manager .

MR. FRIEDMAN. Al right. So you are not
famliar --

M5. ROBERTS:. And then the service agreenent,
whi ch was signed by Conm ssioner Treux. And | am
of the opinion that this was kind of rubber
st anped, because | nmet with Comm ssioner Treux and
M. Rudy with a small group of honeowners in which
t hey descri bed that process, and said it was kind

of perfunctory, that it's sort of like first cone,
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1 first serve. If you raise your hand and ask for
2 the agreenent, you get it. There is no vetting or
3 anything. And that's what M. Rudy pretty nuch
4 recommended and di d.
5 MR. FRIEDMAN: But isn't it true that the
6 County Comm ssion itself voted on that? Whether
7 it's on the consent agenda or otherw se, the County
8 Comm ssion itself voted on that agreenent?
9 M5. ROBERTS:. | just know what ny
10 conversations were with M. Treux.
11 MR. FRIEDVAN. Okay. Then | don't want her to
12 testify as to what other people said.
13 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Under st and.
14 M5. ROBERTS:. Yeabh.
15 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. Any other
16 questions?
17 Al'l right. Thank you very nuch.
18 M5. ROBERTS:. Thank you.
19 COMW SSI ONER CLARK:  Kelly, could I get -- 1
20 don't have seven, eight and nine. | am m ssing
21 seven, eight and nine. Wuld you bring ne a copy
22 of those, please?
23 M5. PIRRELLO  After Ms. Dwyer is George
24 Pettengill, Jane Smth and Ri chard Sadenwat er.
25 COMW SSI ONER CLARK: Who do we have now?
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1 PUBLI C COMVENT
2 M5. DWER  Barb Dwyer. | ama resident of
3 H deaway Bay Beach Club, Unit &8, and | amalso a
4 menber of the LGPCOA Board of Directors.
5 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  You are recogni zed.
6 M5. DWER  Good norni ng, Conm ssioner. Thank
7 you for letting us be a part of this.
8 There have been a | ot of inconsistencies in
9 the information that Jack has relayed to the people
10 on LA. Territory nmaps contain errors, and are in
11 direct contradiction to the information that EU
12 sent out in an email to us on January 20th, 2022,
13 the territory maps include H deaway Bay even though
14 it's excluded in the service area. The nmaps show
15 the transm ssion |ine going from Cape Haze to Don
16 Pedro | sl and through mangroves, but the email that
17 was sent out shows that, you know, at the
18 attachnent fromthe utility director, Craig Rudy,
19 i ndicates the transmssion line for LA wll be
20 brought over to Hi deaway; which is correct?
21 It is also unclear if the underwater
22 transmssion line is overseen by EUor if it wll
23 be handl ed by CCU. Does the County invol venent
24 start on the island side of the line or the
25 mai nl and side of the |ine?
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1 You know, the issue was raised with the emi
2 sent out to answer questions. |Island residents are
3 assum ng the cost of the transmssion line will be
4 i ncluded in the cost that Jack has published. The
5 Rudy letter seens to indicate that the transm ssion
6 line is CCU responsibility; which is correct?
7 In of that sane letter, Rudy indicated the
8 septic plants, you know, H deaway Bay specifically,
9 was at the end of their life. H deaway has a DEP
10 permtted septic plant in good standing, NES is our
11 pl ant operator and has a Class A permt. W have
12 been told by the plant operator that with conti nued
13 mai nt enance, the plant will |ast for another 20
14 pl us years.
15 If you recall the gasps in the room during
16 attorney Kel sky's cross-exam nation of the EU
17 wi t ness Col e, when he revealed the LPS tanks woul d
18 still have to be punped out every three to five
19 years, you can get a sense of another piece of
20 hi dden i nformati on and hi dden costs people are
21 dealing with and concerned about.
22 Wiy do we need to replace working septic tanks
23 with a sewer systemthat will cost nore noney,
24 requi re additional plunbing and el ectric hookups,
25 have ongoi ng mai nt enance costs and potentially
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1 di srupt and delicate ecosystens on our bridgel ess

2 barrier islands?

3 Transportation costs were listed by EU as

4 $1,000 per nonth. On Little Gasparilla Island,

5 barging fees are currently 1,200 to 1,400 per run.

6 The owner of the barge can be called persnickety at

7 best, and he is the only option that we have.

8 My | ast concern has to do with the operation

9 of LG Water Utility as an exanple of Jack's ability
10 to handl e and operate a wastewater utility. | have
11 been three -- | have been witness to three exanpl es
12 of questionable practices. There was a broken

13 wat er pi pe spewi ng water for over an hour that had
14 to be fixed wth duct tape because no one from

15 Little Gasparilla Water was available to fix it.

16 It happened on a weekday afternoon. The pipe

17 stayed that way for over a week.

18 There was a boil water notice not issued until
19 24 hours after a reportable infraction. A Florida
20 Power & Light backhoe broke a water pipe when

21 digging a trench for the new electric main that was
22 brought to the LG. No one fromLG Water Utility
23 was available the norning that it happened to shut
24 off the water. The island fire chief was call ed,
25 and luckily able to find the connection -- the
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1 correct connection to shut off the water. Water

2 pressure was significantly dimnished. The boil

3 wat er notice was not issued until the follow ng

4 day.

5 And the third exanple was LG Water Uility

6 refused to hook up the H deaway Bay fire

7 suppressi on systemunless we allowed the LG Water

8 Utility office to be hooked up to our septic plant.

9 We asked LG Water Utility to connect to their water
10 after our fire punp failed in January of 2019.

11 After accepting fees to start the permtting

12 process, LG Water Uility refused to hook up our

13 system unl ess we allowed the office to tie into our
14 septic plant.

15 Qur HBBC | awyer filed a conplaint with the

16 Public Service Comm ssion in March of 2019, which |
17 haven't been able to find on the PSC website. LG
18 Water Utility came back with four solutions.

19 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Could you wap it up

20 pretty quick, please?

21 M5. DWER: | find it unsettling that Jack, by
22 hi s own adm ssion yesterday at the techni cal

23 hearing, would ignore raw sewage in his neighbor's
24 yard and not report it to the proper authorities.
25 | don't think it's funny, and | think -- | don't
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1 think it's the actions of a person that | want

2 runni ng a wastewater system

3 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.

4 M5. DWER  Thank you.

5 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Questions?

6 M. Friedman.

7 MR, FRI EDVAN:  Yes.

8 Ms. Dwyer, so if | understand your testinony

9 correct, you are not going to be -- since you are
10 i n H deaway Bay, you are not going to be a customer
11 evidence the utility, is that correct?

12 M5. DWER It's questionable at this point.
13 MR. FRI EDVAN:  You don't have a septic tank,
14 do you?

15 M5. DWER  No, | don't.

16 MR. FRIEDVAN. Al right. No questions.

17 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Anybody el se? Any

18 questions?

19 Al right. Thank you, M. Dwyer, for your

20 testi nony today.

21 M5. DWER: Thank you.

22 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Pirrello.

23 M5. PIRRELLO After M. Pettengill are Jane
24 Sm th, R chard Sadenwater and Jeff Provost.

25 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Pettengill, you are
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1 recogni zed.
2 PUBLI C COMMENT
3 MR, PETTENG LL: Good norning. M nane is
4 Ceorge Pettengill. | amat 9400 Little Gasparilla
5 I sland, which is the H deaway Bay address, Unit J7.
6 And | just want to point out to the Conmm ssion
7 and Conm ssioners, and so forth, that on Novenber
8 11t h, 2020, the stormsurge fromHurricane Eta put
9 | arge portions of Little Gasparilla under water.
10 That nmeant that many septic systenms on the island
11 were al so under water. Additionally, nuch of the
12 I sland was w t hout power for 27 hours. However, to
13 the best of ny know edge there were no decl ared
14 environnmental inpacts fromthat event. | believe
15 that indicates there was no real need for a public
16 sewer system
17 Al so based on the testinony | heard yesterday,
18 | amalso of the opinion that the public service --
19 public sewer systemthat relies on a series of
20 grinders in a punping station that all require
21 el ectricity may not have faired as well. Many of
22 the roads on the island remai ned under water for
23 several days, and which would made -- woul d have
24 hi ndered a speedy full recovery of the island.
25 In short, | believe the public service plan
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1 has the potential to create a problemwhere | feel
2 none exi sts.
3 Thank you very nmuch for your tine.
4 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very much, sir.
5 One nonent, please.
6 M. Friedman?
7 MR. FRI EDMAN.  Yes, sir.
8 So you live in H deaway Bay, and you don't
9 have a septic tank either, do you?
10 MR. PETTENG LL: That's correct.
11 MR. FRI EDVAN:  Ckay.
12 COW SSI ONER CLARK: O her questions?
13 Thank you very nuch.
14 Next W t ness.
15 M5. PIRRELLO After Ms. Smith is Richard
16 Sadenwat er, Jeff Provost and Deb Rei nke.
17 PUBLI C COMVENT
18 M5. SM TH. Good norni ng.
19 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Smith, you are
20 recogni zed.
21 M5. SMTH: Thank you. M nane is Jane Keeney
22 Smth. | live at 33 BayShore Circle. It's ny
23 full-time residence. | have lived there
24 si x-and-a-half years. Love, love, |ove the island.
25 Qur main way to get to and fromthe island is
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1 on the ferries, and we pay over $2,000 a year to
2 have car service that can go. The ferries can
3 carry eight cars at a tinme, or sone trucks. It
4 woul d be very disruptive to have this ongoing in
5 addition to the construction that we have.
6 | do have a septic tank. | had to redo it
7 | ast year. It has that aqua fl ow bubbl e thing.
8 And | have it inspected twice a year by the County
9 and also by Martin Septic. | amrequired to have a
10 servi ce provider.
11 My septic tank is Al shape, and | agree with
12 nmy fellowresidents that this would be a very
13 unnecessary addition to the island, and it's scary
14 to think that we just have to open our wallets and
15 take whatever is given as far as hooki ng on.
16 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
17 M5. SMTH: Thank you.
18 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  No questions?
19 Next w t ness.
20 M5. PIRRELLO.  Following M. Sadenwater, Jeff
21 Provost, Deb Rei nke and Lindsay Yates.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Sadenwater, you are
23 recogni zed.
24 PUBLI C COMMENT
25 MR, SADENVWATER Yeah. M nane is R chard
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1 Sadenwater. | live at 150 Kettle Harbor Dri ve,
2 which is on Don Pedro Island. | have been a
3 resident there for over 20 years.
4 After witnessing the display of attorney
5 guesti oni ng of prom nent people and experts
6 yesterday, it appears to ne the purpose of the
7 hearings may have gotten a bit off center. To ne,
8 t he basic questions are:
9 Has it been proven that we need a sewer
10 systen? The answer i s no.
11 Has our county explored other contracted
12 services? The answer is no.
13 Has our county offered financial assistance as
14 they have in other areas within the county? The
15 answer i s no.
16 As per agreenent of 2003, when we were here
17 for the sane issue, Docket No. 020745-SU, it was
18 decided that, and | quote, "any eventual sewer
19 servi ce shoul d be provided by Charlotte County
20 Utilities and not a private conpany.”
21 Qur county has not done any testing on Don
22 Pedro or Knight Islands to justify conducting a
23 project of this magnitude. | personally conducted
24 testing of surface water along with a conmerci al
25 wat er testing | aboratory for seven years, between
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1 2008 and t hrough 2015.

2 MR. FRI EDMAN:  Conmi ssioner, | amgoing to

3 object to any testinony about -- froma nenber of

4 Pl E about any testing that was done. That's a --

5 AUDI ENCE:  Wy?

6 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Listen, let's keep our

7 comments in the audience -- we will make the

8 deci sions fromhere. Just hang tight.

9 M. Friedman, continue.

10 MR. FRIEDVAN. Here's the problem and it's a
11 little unsettling, because the w tness yesterday

12 said, oh, yeah, we did -- we have nenbers that did
13 sone testing, and they will talk about it tonorrow.
14 Now, if PIE had any reports that had anything
15 to do with this case, they should have disclosed it
16 Instead of trying to blindside us with testinony

17 from prospective custoners at a hearing.

18 We've got no way to vet what this gentleman is
19 getting ready to say about testing. | don't know,
20 maybe it's positive to us. | don't know. But, you
21 know, one way or the other, there is no way for us
22 to vet what he is going to say.

23 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. Thank you,

24 M. Friedman.

25 MR, FRIEDMAN:. It's information that shoul d
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1 have been disclosed by PIE in the case.
2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, M. Friedman.
3 Al right. So, Ms. Helton, Ms. Crawford, ny
4 guestion is when you have nenbers of an
5 associ ati on, how do you differentiate the
6 menbership fromthe associati on nenbership, the
7 menbers thenselves testifying as custoners fromthe
8 associ ati on and what the association is
9 representing? 1Is there a |egal bar here I am not
10 awar e of ?
11 M5. HELTON: In ny mind, M. Chairman, the
12 witness is testifying as a potential custoner of
13 the utility. So fromthat perspective, | think
14 that the fact that PIE has intervened does not keep
15 any nenbers of PIE fromtestifying as potenti al
16 custoners. However, it's alittle bit different
17 story about this water testing, and | think perhaps
18 maybe it | ooks like that counsel for PIE wants to
19 speak to that, and that m ght be hel pful.
20 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Sure. | will hear from
21 you.
22 M. Kel sky.
23 MR, KELSKY: Thank you. Let ne take this off.
24 The witness is testifying fromhis own
25 personal know edge and his own personal capacity,
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1 and is not the nouthpiece or the representative
2 from Pl E who has been designated to give testinony.
3 | think that his personal interaction with testing
4 is conpletely relevant and adm ssi bl e for purposes
5 of what he did.
6 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. Ms. Crawford?
7 M5. CRAWFORD: | don't suppose | have anything
8 to add, except that we traditionally allow a
9 certain anount of latitude to custoners speaking.
10 If the gentleman is speaking from his personal
11 experience, | think that's allowable. As with any
12 custoner testinony, the parties and the
13 Conmm ssi oners can give the evidence that we take in
14 the weight they believe is due --
15 COVM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ri ght.
16 M5. CRAWFORD: -- and that's true of all
17 evidence in all Conm ssion hearings.
18 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Friedman, wap up.
19 MR. FRIEDVMAN. The difference in this case is
20 that it's not just a prospective custoner com ng
21 in. It's a menber of an organization that has done
22 a very concerted drive to push their nenbers to
23 file letters of conplaint with the three of you,
24 and with the Comm ssion, and they've set out here
25 are the issues that we need to deal with. And so
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1 it's not an isolated custoner out here of an
2 associ ation, or nenber of an association. This
3 associ ati on has been getting together to build up
4 this objection. And as the witness testified
5 yesterday, PIE knew about this testing, knew about
6 It beforehand, and ever disclosed it.
7 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Isn't that their right as
8 an associ ation and custoners, though? Isn't that
9 their -- isn't that --
10 MR, FRIEDVMAN:. | couldn't hear you. These
11 people are --
12 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Isn't that their right as
13 an associ ation, and as custoners, to gather
14 thensel ves and rally thensel ves agai nst costs?
15 MR. FRI EDVAN. Absolutely. | don't fault that
16 at all. The point is not that. The point is that
17 they had information, apparently sone water testing
18 that this gentleman did that they knew about, that
19 they did not disclose. And they said, okay, why
20 shoul d we disclose it and gi ve sonebody a chance to
21 refute it. Let's put it at the custoner service
22 heari ng where there is no chance to delve into the
23 specifics of it.
24 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  True.
25 Al right. So | amgoing to overrule the
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1 objection. Again, | amgoing to rem nd you that
2 the bar -- the bar, to ne, for custoner testinony
3 IS going to be a lot different than what the
4 expectation is fromthis panel here.
5 We are asking and hoping that everyone is
6 bei ng truthful and honest in representing their
7 i ndi vi dual situation, their individual case and
8 what they saw t hensel ves, so | amgoing to overrule
9 the objection and allow the testinony.
10 You may continue, sir.
11 MR, SADENWATER: Thank you.
12 Il wll pick up. | amnot pressured by the
13 associ ation in any way, shape or form sir. | wll
14 al so continue on with ny statenent.
15 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Sir, address your
16 comments to the Comm ssion, if you would, please.
17 MR. SADENWATER: For seven years, between
18 2008, at 10 different sites al ong Don Pedro
19 wat erways and Kni ght |slands there were no
20 viol ations of State standards for fecal coliform
21 none were found. That testing continues on by
22 several other organizations at this point. | just
23 got tired of doing it.
24 Qur island -- and that was backed up by
25 Sanderson Labs, by the way. They were the ones
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1 that actually did the testing. | was just their
2 nodus operandi to get around to the sites.
3 Qur island conservancy group has purchased and
4 set aside over 16 |lots and easenents effectively
5 st oppi ng sonme buil d-out. Many honeowners have
6 pur chased adjoining |ots, and several |ots have
7 been purchased just for boat docking to the Gulf
8 wat er access. Building -- the cited buil ding
9 built-out figures are, therefore, not correct.
10 As Conmi ssioners of the public service, this
11 deci si on shoul d be nade based upon consi deration
12 for the nunerous residents that are opposed to the
13 project as presented. The proposed rates are just
14 too high. And I thank you.
15 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. Thank you
16 very much, sir.
17 Questions?
18 Al right. Thank you. You are dism ssed.
19 Next w t ness.
20 M5. PIRRELLO After M. Provost will be Deb
21 Rei nke, Lindsay Yates and Heat her Stout.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Provost.
23 PUBLI C COMMENT
24 MR, PROVOST: Yes, thank you --
25 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  You are recogni zed.
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1 MR, PROVOST: -- for your tine.

2 M wife and | live at 121 Bocilla. W are

3 per manent residents on the island. M/ background

4 is | own a manufacturing conpany, and | nmanufacture

5 marine waterfronts. | design nuni ci pal

6 waterfronts. | build nunicipal waterfronts,

7 I ncluding water, sewer, electric and fuel

8 I nfrastructure.

9 So when | first heard about this, and know ng
10 the environnental area that we call home, | wanted
11 to get better educated. So in doing so -- | am not
12 part of any association. | have lived ny life by
13 getting educated on fact. And the fact is | called
14 M. Treux. | got a formletter. Then | got a
15 second formletter. Then | said, I am not asking
16 for a formletter. | amasking for a neeting.

17 | set up the neeting with M. Treux and a few

18 i sl and people from Cape Haze, fromlLittle

19 Gasparilla for and against to get educated, to get

20 facts. That's really what | am asking for the

21 Board to do.

22 So in doing that, we got a neeting with M.

23 Treux and M. Rudy. It was very clear to ne that

24 M. Treux and M. Rudy had no interest in doing

25 this project, even though they are there to serve
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1 the residents of the county.
2 W pay mllions of dollars in taxes on that
3 island. What do we get back? A private operator
4 cramm ng this down our throat with no experience.
5 That's what we get back. That's not right. W
6 shoul d be basing this decision, again, on fact.
7 The fact after this neeting, where it was very
8 clear the County had no interest in doing this
9 project. They were petrified of running this line
10 across the intercoastal waterway. By the tine |
11 could get fromCharlotte County neeting to the
12 ferry landing, | get a call from M. Jack Boyer.
13 Never nmet himin nmy life. Never called himin ny
14 life. Huh, I wonder who called himto tell him
15 that | just had a neeting wwith M. Treux and M.
16 Rudy. So Jack called ne. Wanted to talk. |
17 tal ked to Jack. It was very clear what Jack wanted
18 to do. Jack also invited ne to a neeting with M.
19 Grant, who is a State representati ve.
20 In all of this thing it was very clear when
21 was aski ng questions -- renenber what ny background
22 is, ininfrastructure for mari ne establishnents.
23 The last thing you do, and | concur, is put a
24 pressure systemin an environnental ly sensitive
25 area. Any marina has a vacuum system You want to
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1 suggesting that stuff out. You don't want to be
2 pushing it in. That's just conmobn sense. He just
3 wants to put the bill on sonebody el se so he

4 doesn't have to do the other part where you have
5 generated provi ded vacuum systens, so when the

6 power goes down, the sewer doesn't pile up.

7 So all | amasking is for fact. | am asking
8 for good due diligence. | have asked M. Boyer if
9 he woul d sell the rights. He said: | can't sel
10 themuntil | obtain them | don't think he has an
11 intent to do this project. | think he has intent
12 to nonetize this project, and he clearly doesn't
13 have the experience to do the project.

14 Thank you.

15 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, sir.

16 Any questions?

17 Okay. Next w tness.

18 M5. REINKE: H --

19 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  One nonent.
20 M5. PIRRELLO. Following this witness will be
21 Li ndsay Yates, Heather Stout and Buzz Mallett.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. | would
23 rem nd you al so to please check your cell phones
24 and nmake sure they are turned off.
25 Ckay, you are recogni zed, M. Reinke.
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1 PUBLI C COMVENT
2 M5. REINKE: Thank you for giving ne this
3 opportunity to speak.
4 My nane i s Deborah Reinke, and ny husband,
5 Tom and | have had a house on Don Pedro Island for
6 22 years. | was here all day yesterday and into
7 | ast evening. What | |earned was that EU has
8 provi ded no evidence for the need for this service.
9 | also | earned that EU has no experience in
10 wast ewat er collection. | also |earned that EU has
11 no interest in fair and equitable cost sharing. It
12 all goes on us. This is about making a profit,
13 pure and si nple.
14 So if you renenber anything about what | have
15 said here today, it is no. Noto EU Noto
16 private ownership, and no to for-profit.
17 Thank you. God bl ess you, and God bl ess
18 Aneri ca.
19 COW SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Hold on, ma'am Ms.
20 Rei nke -- Ms. Reinke, we have a quick --
21 MS. REINKE: | am sorry.
22 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  No worries. W have
23 got a quick question from Environnental Utilities.
24 You are recogni zed.
25 MR, FRIEDMAN. | do. | just have a quick
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1 guesti on.
2 You said you were opposed to this being done
3 by private. Are you okay, then, if it were being
4 done by the County itself?
5 M5. REI NKE: Possi bly.
6 MR. FRI EDMAN. Ckay. Thank you.
7 COW SSI ONER LA ROSA: Any ot her questions?
8 Thank you.
9 M5. PIRRELLO Following Ms. Yates is Heather
10 Stout, Buzz Mallett and Teegan Stout.
11 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  You are recogni zed.
12 PUBLI C COMMENT
13 M5. YATES: Good norning. | have sone
14 pictures | would like to offer into evidence if
15 they are permtted. | amsure that M. Friedman
16 woul d like to | ook at them
17 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: Do you have enough copi es
18 for everyone?
19 M5. YATES: No, | don't. | amsorry. Those
20 are just the originals --
21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Coul d you descri be real
22 qui ck, like, what are they photos --
23 M5. YATES:. -- maybe pass them around.
24 There is a photo of the ferry, the barge that
25 Is filled. There is a picture of the ferry |ine,
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the cars waiting to on the ferry. There are
pi ctures of island roads.

COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay.

MS. YATES: Mostly just general island
pi ctures --

COWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Okay.

M5. YATES:. -- for people who are not famliar

wi th what we are tal ki ng about.

COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Under st andabl e.

No objection? M. Friedman, we couldn't hear
you.

MR. FRIEDVAN: | apol ogi ze. Yeah, they are
j ust phot ographs of the island. They don't -- |
have no problemw th them

COMM SSI ONER CLARK: W will -- if you want
to, we will just pass them around, unless you want
us to nmake copies for everyone?

MS. YATES:. You know, it's up to you.

COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  You can just pass them
around.

MS. YATES: Wiatever is easier for you.
Passing around is fine.

Good norning. M nane is Lindsay Yates.

live at 2 Pointe Way on Don Pedro Island. | ama

20-year honmeowner and a 15-year full-tinme resident.
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1 | have a two-year-old septic systemwith a
2 drain field that's seemngly the size of a footbal
3 field that's used by just ny husband and ne, and |
4 don't think we are causing any problens.
5 | am opposed to EU s application for all the
6 reasons brought forth by others who have stated why
7 this application does not neet four criteria that
8 are the basis for the PSC decision. | am nost
9 particularly concerned about EU s | ack of
10 experience in wastewater system construction and
11 oper ati on.
12 | object to Charlotte County's cavalier
13 attitude in just handing us off to the first person
14 who cane al ong uninvited, and who then waltzed out
15 with a bul k wastewater treatnent agreenent w thout
16 that opportunity being extended to any ot her
17 i ndi vi dual s or conpani es.
18 EU was handed a gol den opportunity w thout the
19 knowl edge of any island residents, and the
20 agreenent was then approved by the County on a
21 consent agenda with no public discussion. Howis
22 anyone to know if, in fact, EU s proposal and
23 ability to performis the only or the best gane in
24 t own?
25 If there is such an urgent need for wastewater
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1 service on the bridgel ess barrier islands, and the
2 exi sting septics are causing such degradation, why
3 Is the County still issuing septic permts? |If the
4 County is so alarnmed by the specter of
5 deteriorating septic systens, why has the County
6 not been inspecting these systens?
7 The County has abdicated its responsibility to
8 the citizens of these islands, not the |east of
9 whi ch is by just handing the golden egg to EU.
10 Utilities should be provided by public
11 entities. Not by conpanies |ooking to generate a
12 nice retirenment incone on the financial backs of
13 nei ghbors.
14 Incidentally, in the nost recent mainland
15 sewer conversion projects, Charlotte County has
16 extended paynents out over 20 years. W have been
17 told by EU that paynment will be due in full. One
18 ump sum No terns.
19 Al so, the proposed rate, which | understand to
20 be around $200 a nonth, is about tw ce what we are
21 payi ng now for our overpriced water. M/ past
22 experience has been wth sewer charges that are
23 approximately 30 to 40 percent of the water charge.
24 Does this sound fair and equitable?
25 Additionally, construction of a project of
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1 this magnitude is going to cause nmjor
2 transportation problens on the Palmlsland ferry,
3 whi ch is already overtaxed at tines.
4 Until it was nentioned in remarks |ast night,
5 | had given no consideration to the nightmre of
6 trucking off crushed old septic tanks.
7 | encourage all of the Conm ssioners to cone
8 and visit and take a tour of the islands. These
9 i slands are clearly unique, and the residents take
10 very seriously their obligation as custodi ans of a
11 fragile environnent.
12 Finally, | have been told that this is a done
13 deal. That certainly seened to be the case with
14 the awardi ng of the bul k wastewater agreenent, and
15 | sincerely hope this is not the case here. |
16 woul d very nmuch like to retain faith in the system
17 Thank you for your tine.
18 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you.
19 M. Friedman.
20 MR. FRIEDVAN. Yes. M. Yates, you nentioned
21 that the County still granting septic system
22 permts, is that correct?
23 M5. YATES:. Yes, it is.
24 MR. FRIEDVAN.  Are you famliar with the
25 | anguage in those permts, that says that --
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1 MS. YATES: | know that they are supposed to
2 accept the fact that they convert to sewer at such
3 time within a year that sewer becones avail abl e.
4 MR, FRI EDVMAN.  Okay. Thank you.
5 M5. YATES: But they are not naking that clear
6 to the people who are obtaining the permts.
7 MR. FRIEDMAN:. |Is that | anguage not in the
8 permt itself?
9 MS. YATES: The |anguage that's not in the
10 permt itself is that a possible sewer project is
11 i mm nent .
12 MR FRIEDVAN:. Ckay. |It's just you are
13 drawi ng a distinction between --
14 M5. YATES: It's in there --
15 MR FRIEDVAN. -- the fact that it's saying it
16 versus it's saying --
17 M5. YATES: It doesn't say it's going to be
18 within the next 12 nonths.
19 MR, FRI EDVMAN.  Okay. Thank you.
20 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you.
21 One nonent.
22 M5. HELTON: M. Chairman, | think we should
23 mar k those photos as Exhi bit No. 52.
24 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: | have no objection. No
25 obj ections?
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MR. FRI EDMAN.  The phot os?

COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes, sir.

Ckay. We will mark them as Exhibit No. 52.

MR, FRI EDVAN:  Sonebody will send those out?

| don't need color, just --
COW SSI ONER CLARK:  You got it.
MR. FRI EDMAN:  Not hi ng fancy.
COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes, we will

wi || have copi es nade.

(Wher eupon, Exhibit No. 52 was narked for

i dentification and received into evidence.)

COW SSI ONER CLARK: W& narked them as 527

Al right. Next w tness.

M5. PIRRELLO. Following Ms. Stout will be
Buzz Mallett, Teegan Stout and Ben Fertic.
COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Stout, you are

recogni zed.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. STQUT: Thank you. Thank you for having

us today.

We noved to this island in 2014.

wor k and budgeting, our dream becane a reality.

am aski ng that you deny Environnent al

certification for sewer based on the follow ng

reasons.

make -- we

Thr ough hard

Utilities the
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1 One: First, fair and equitabl e charges.
2 Since Environmental Utilities does not have a true
3 and accurate representation of actual costs and no
4 paynent plan options, | amvery concerned about ny
5 famly's budget.
6 W will have to have our panel upgraded. W
7 know this. W will have to buy a generator. W
8 are a full-time famly of three. W have nmany
9 power outages on that island, and we are not going
10 to lit our sewer beconme an issue, SO a generator
11 cost is going to happen.
12 Environnental Uilities' owner, Jack Boyer,
13 told me on record at our honeowners' association
14 board of directors neeting when | asked if he wll
15 be perpetually raising rates as our current private
16 wat er provi der does. He answered, he will take
17 every raise afforded to him In 10 years, our $200
18 septic bill is going to be up over $400.
19 Comm ssi oners, do you have a nonthly water and
20 sewer Bill that's the sane as a new BMWN paynent ?
21 And make no m stake, we will be right back
22 here in five years when Jack applies for a rate
23 hi ke above the yearly permssible rate again, |ike
24 our private water systemdid approximately six to
25 seven years ago. Wiich is why we have been
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1 commenti ng we have the hi ghest water rates, sone of
2 the highest water rates in the whole country.
3 For a famly that adheres to a budget to |live
4 in an environnmental and famly oasis, these charges
5 will not be tenable for us and many famly friends.
6 They are not fair and equitable rates and charges.
7 In fact, we haven't even been supplied with the
8 true nunber so our famly can plan accordingly.
9 Pl ease deny Environnmental Utilities on that point.
10 | would also like to address the need for
11 service. A need would inply that our septic
12 systens are harm ng our waterways. An individual,
13 an organi zation, a county governnent, or even a
14 state agency woul d have to have tests to show t hat
15 our island is inpacting the Lenon Bay Wt ershed.
16 There are none. | have spent the |ast year
17 studying, talking, emailing with all of the
18 agenci es that would be involved with nmaking this
19 determ nation. There are sinply no tests.
20 Jack says he brought out to the island
21 yesterday -- excuse ne. There are sinply no tests
22 docunented or posted fromour |ocal governnent or
23 state agencies. In fact, Brandon Mody, the
24 Charlotte County water quality expert Jack says he
25 brought out to the island is on record August of
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1 2021 saying, Charlotte County has no water testing
2 program
3 Charl otte Harbor National Estuary Program has
4 very little -- excuse ne, has very |imted posted
5 results fromour area. And those |imted results
6 clearly show that our testing does not --
7 MR. FRI EDMAN: Sane objection | nmade on the
8 | ast w tness.
9 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: Restate your objection,
10 M. Friedman.
11 MR, FRI EDMAN:.  Nunber one, she's getting ready
12 to provide hearsay evidence that there is no
13 evidence in the record that supports her hearsay,
14 so she doesn't cone wthin the adm nistrative | aw
15 hear say exenpti on.
16 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: Just stick to what you
17 know to be a fact.
18 M5. STQUT: | do know that. | spoke with
19 Charl otte Harbor National Estuary Program on the
20 phone nmultiple tines.
21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: It is third-party
22 I nformati on.
23 M5. STQUT: It's available on the --
24 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes.
25 M5. STQUT: GCkay. So we wll pretend | didn't
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1 speak with them
2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Wap up. You are about a
3 m nute over already. Go ahead and wap up.
4 M5, STOQUT: Well, | have a lot to say.
5 There are no reports that show enterococcus,
6 which is a current gold standard for septic to
7 effluent, has net or exceeded the 35 parts per
8 mllion threshold that the EPA has set. W do know
9 the State has a problem but putting undue burden
10 on us individual honeowners is not going to nake
11 this problem go away.
12 Furthernore | would like to point out that
13 Charlotte County has had 690 reported septic or
14 wast ewat er issues, and that's per the State of
15 Florida OCculus report. That's where our wastewater
16 IS goi ng?
17 | ama State of Florida licensed certified
18 apartnment manager. | run a few honeowners
19 associ ations out on the island. | amin the rental
20 ganme. \What's going to happen when we | ose power
21 and all these renters keep flushing the toilets?
22 Are we going to give themgenerators? That's a
23 safety issue. Are we not going to give them
24 generators? That's an environnental issue.
25 And | amjust going to take a second --
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1 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Wap it up, please.
2 M5. STQUT: | amwapping it up, sir.
3 | would like to close with two bits of w sdom
4 that ny nom and dad gave ne. Don't go into
5 busi ness with soneone you don't trust, no matter
6 what they are prom sing you. Approving
7 Environmental Utilities' certificate is tantanount
8 to saying | have to go in business with M. Boyer.
9 His financial track record, his past arrest record
10 for stealing water fromthe State of Florida --
11 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay, ma'am let's wap
12 it up. That's enough. Thank you.
13 Any questions?
14 Okay. Thank you.
15 Next w t ness.
16 M5. PIRRELLO  Next witness is Buzz Mallett,
17 follow ng that Teegan Stout, Ben Fertic and John
18 Jenack.
19 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Mallett, you are
20 recogni zed, sir.
21 PUBLI C COMVENT
22 MR, MALLETT: Thank you, sir. And | am Buzz
23 Mallett. | live at 8 Pointe Way, and | own
24 property at 26 Pal m Drive on Knight Island.
25 | have been around for a long tine. | bought
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1 my first lot down there in 1978 or 9 and rai sed
2 sone kids. These guys. And a |ot has been said
3 and covered, so | amnot going to go over it.
4 Personally, this is a problemfor nme, because
5 I would like to pull the trigger on a nodest house
6 on ny property, but, you know, the idea of spending
7 15 or 20 grand on a septic tank, and then having to
8 conme back with no financing offered and spend
9 anot her 15 or so thousand to hook up to septic
10 within a short period of tinme is lying throw ng
11 $15, 000 out of the window. | can't do that.
12 So a lot of other points have been covered.
13 Also amcurrently enpl oyed gradi ng the roads.
14 We have about four mles of sand roads on the
15 island. And when | was listening to the technical
16 stuff, and when | have been studying up on this a
17 little bit, I was | eaning towards the vacuum
18 system but Jack's engi neer yesterday indicated
19 that -- and this is just for you all to think about
20 or maybe whatever is going to happen here -- that
21 with the vacuum system there would have to be a
22 val ve box, | think, in the mddle of the road, |ike
23 kind of a manhole kind of thing. Can't do that. |
24 grade the roads. | amnot going to be hitting a
25 manhol e, and it's a safety issue also, but we've
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1 spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on fixing
2 t hese roads, so that would be a real problem
3 But | love the vacuumidea if it had to go
4 there. | don't like the central sewer idea. And I
5 amjust going to tell you a short story if | have
6 got alittle bit of tine.
7 | am on the gopher tortoise relocation team of
8 the Bocilla Islands Conservancy. A couple of years
9 ago, ny nei ghbor's septic tank drain field went
10 bad. They decided they were on the list and it
11 woul d be about a nonth to get redone. So this is
12 nmy doctor science hat here, and so they -- |
13 offered to supervise it.
14 The guys cane out a little early. They
15 started to work nobilized, and discovered in the
16 bush they coul dn't, nobody could see it, a gopher
17 tortoise burrow that was under the drain field.
18 So I went over because | amqualified to dig
19 out this burrow. And | was geared up with nmy toxic
20 mask, and | thought this is -- man, this is
21 friendshi p dues here.
22 So | was just astoni shed when | am di ggi ng out
23 this gopher tortoise burrow, which tells you
24 sonething that it would |ive under a drain field.
25 There was no odor. It was pristine sand. This is
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1 a 30-year old, you know, early stage drain field.
2 So | just do not believe that the septic systens
3 don't work. | believe they do work, and | think
4 we've got a let's not fix what's not broken going
S on here.
6 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, sir.
7 Any questions, M. Friedman? Ckay.
8 MR, FRI EDMAN. Commi ssi oner, mght | ask. W
9 are about hal fway through the custonmer part of this
10 testinony, and it's been maybe an hour-and-a-half,
11 do you think maybe we could take a little --
12 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  We coul d take a
13 five-m nute break. | have no objection.
14 Fi ve-m nute recess --
15 MR, FRI EDVAN:  Thank you.
16 (Brief recess.)
17 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Pirrello. Call your
18 next w tness.
19 MS5. PIRRELLO. The next witness is Teegan
20 Stout followed by Ben Fertic, John Jenack and
21 Lauri e Trenbl ay.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ms. Stout, you are
23 recogni zed.
24 PUBLI C COMMENT
25 MR STQUT: M nane is Teegan Stout, and | am
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1 10 years old. | amhere to say that private sewer
2 Is a very bad idea. One reason is because it wll
3 be very expensive for ny famly and friends. M
4 famly needs to save noney instead of spending it
5 on the sewer systemso that | can go to college and
6 ny famly can do fun things. Plus we have to buy a
7 house generator for $2,000.
8 A good friend of us who lives on the island is
9 a Vietnamveteran with Parkinson's, and this wll
10 be a burden for himtoo.
11 | work with the island gopher tortoise teamto
12 help protect the tortoises. | understand how the
13 private sewer is going to cause many of the gopher
14 tortoises to die or lose their hones because of the
15 pi pes being run all over the island in the ground.
16 Many of the honmes for tortoises wll get dug up,
17 and they are federally protected. This is why I
18 t hi nk we shoul d not have a private sewer on the
19 i sl and.
20 Thank you for allowing nme to conme and speak
21 t oday.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch, Ms.
23 Stout. Good job.
24 Next witness.
25 M5. PIRRELLO. The followi ng three w tnesses
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1 after M. Fertic will be John Jenack, Laurie

2 Trenblay and Lilly Onufrak.

3 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Fertic, you are

4 recogni zed.

5 PUBLI C COMMENT

6 MR, FERTIC. | amBen Fertic. M house is at

7 40 Tar pon Way.

8 | amnot a full-tinme resident. | bought this

9 house a little over 10 years ago, and | use it for
10 vacation. So probably, to guess, | think I was in
11 t he house maybe two weeks this year, or this past
12 year. The only tine we spent in any real tine

13 there was during COvVID.

14 To give you the kind of inpacts -- | am an

15 engi neer, by the way, and | have done a | ot of work
16 with effluent systens through power plant

17 di stribution of effluent systens, including

18 coal -fired and paper mlls. So |I understand, you
19 know, | read Charlotte County's Master Sewer Pl an
20 and. | understand the plan, and | understand their
21 goals, and that's great. But the reality is, you
22 know, there is a lot of residents like ne. | think
23 there is 450 honmesites, or so. And just on ny

24 bl ock there is 40 honesites. | think nmaybe 10

25 percent of those honesites are full-tine residents.
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1 The rest are like ne. Only one of those honesites
2 IS rented.
3 So when you start working out the actual
4 cal culation of who this is actually going to serve,
5 you get in the ballpark of about 150 peopl e.
6 That's literally, if you will notice a |lot of the
7 peopl e that canme up here and spoke, the retirees,
8 two people living in a hone -- a |lot of the hones
9 on Palmlsland are either two or three bedroons.
10 They are not these nassive, you know, hones. And
11 sonmy bill -- | have a question, if it's okay,
12 because you say -- to EU -- you say 4,000 gallons
13 will have a rate of $256, is that correct? It's in
14 this --
15 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Yes, sir. You can assune
16 that if it's in the docunentation it's correct.
17 MR. FERTIC. So what 4,000 gallons is that?
18 What does that nean? 4,000 gallons of what?
19 MR. FRI EDVAN.  Water.
20 MR. FERTIC. So the water going to the house,
21 is that regular water or black water?
22 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Your sewer rate is going
23 to -- your gray water sewer rate is going to be
24 based off of your water consunption.
25 MR, FERTIC. Ckay. So | was roughly in the --
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1 so | checked ny water bill over the past six

2 nmonths. | am averagi ng, you know, 8,000, 9, 000

3 gal l ons a nonth because of the irrigation. Now,

4 obviously with this bill, with this plan, according

5 to these rates, | amupwards of 500 bucks a nonth

6 for the sewer bill, $6,000 a year. M Charlotte

7 County taxes are $12,000 a year.

8 So this is 50 percent of ny Charlotte County

9 taxes just based upon this addition; which I know
10 sounds crazy, because it is crazy. And it's crazy
11 because, you know, | don't know what that works out
12 to per flush, but that is not a risk reward that |
13 woul d ever recomend anybody do.

14 And so fromthat perspective, you are really
15 serving -- you know, it's great for them because |
16 mean, reality is he has probably worked out the

17 math and said, | amgoing to work out a bulk rate,
18 then | amgoing to send over to Charlotte County.
19 | amnot going to get, you know, that nuch going to
20 them but | amgoing to charge everybody this flat
21 rate based off this water usage and | amgoing to
22 pocket the noney and, you know, it's just a matter
23 of mat h.

24 So it's basically a service that nobody needs.
25 It was never tested for. Nobody wants it. And,
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you know, | amnot sure why we are all here.

COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. Thank you very
much, sir.

Questions, M. Friednman?

One nonent, please.

MR. FRI EDMAN:  Yeah. Are you famliar with
the fact that you could get a separate neter for
your irrigation to separate that fromyour --
separate that from your potable water?

MR. FERTIC. At whose cost?

MR, FRIEDVMAN. | am just asking you. | don't
know whi ch provi der you have got and what their
rules are. | amjust asking you do you understand
that you could get a separate neter for your
irrigation systenf

MR, FERTIC. Well, | nean, | could go back to
my -- | could go back to nmy systemfor collection
of raining water.

COMW SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay, guys -- listen.
Listen, let's keep the comments in the public, this
is a conversation for the person who's testifying,
pl ease.

Yes, sir, please continue. | amsorry.

MR. FRIEDMAN.  And if you don't know, say so,

but I amjust asking you the question.

112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303

Premier Reporting

premier-reporting.com

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



85

1 MR, FERTIC. No, | would investigate that.
2 MR, FRI EDVMAN.  Ckay. Thank you.
3 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Any further questions for
4 the wi tness?
5 Al right. Thank you very much for your
6 testinony, sir.
7 MR, FERTIC. Thank you.
8 Call your next w tness, please.
9 M5. PIRRELLO After M. Jenack is Laurie
10 Trenmblay, Lilly Onufrak and Robert La Barbera.
11 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: | amsorry, you said
12 Jenack?
13 MS. PI RRELLO  Yes.
14 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. John -- M. Jenack,
15 you are recogni zed, sir.
16 PUBLI C COMVENT
17 MR. JENACK: Thank you.
18 Hello. Hello. | amnot going to go through a
19 | ong recitation of things people have already said
20 here. There have been sone remarkabl e things. The
21 best | can say at this point is at this point I am
22 in you awe of ny nei ghbors, and the anount of he
23 research that they have done, and the depth to
24 whi ch they have gone to basically show what the
25 situation is that we are all faced with here, what
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1 the penalties and di sadvantages of it are, and who
2 iIs going to live with them
3 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Sir, would you -- | am
4 sorry, can | interrupt you? Wuld you give your
5 nanme and address for the record, please? | am
6 sorry.
7 MR. JENACK: Yes. M nane is John Pau
8 Jenack. My wife and | are co-owners here on the
9 island. We live at 141 Kettle Harbor Drive.
10 That's our hone and residence, and we al so own 121
11 Kettle Harbor Drive, a |ot which we bought and set
12 asi de for green space.
13 The --
14 MR, FRI EDMAN.  Commi ssi oner, | understand that
15 this is Ms. Schaffer's husband.
16 MR, JENACK: That's correct.
17 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes.
18 MR. FRIEDMAN. And | was told at one point
19 that fam |y nenbers of our side shouldn't sign up
20 to testify.
21 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Just a second.
22 MR FRIEDVMAN:  So | amjust questioning the
23 husband of a party being able to basically say what
24 the party couldn't say when we wouldn't |et her
25 testify earlier today.
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1 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. One nonent.
2 Do we have an agreenent anong the parties?
3 M5. HELTON: [I'mgoing to go talk to --
4 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes, please. One nonent,
5 let me see if there is an agreenent anong the
6 parties.
7 MR, FRI EDVAN:  Sur e.
8 COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Friednman, we are not
9 aware of any agreenent that was made of any
10 excl usions on anyone testifying. No one on staff
11 is anare of that. |s that an agreenent that you
12 guys nade between yoursel ves?
13 MR. FRIEDVAN:. There wasn't an agreenent. |Its
14 just that that's what the Boyers' son-in-|aw was
15 told when he tried to sign up to testify.
16 COMW SSI ONER CLARK:  And who told himthat?
17 MR. FRIEDVAN:. | don't know.
18 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  So -- okay, there is no
19 exclusion -- Ms. Crawford, there is no exclusion --
20 MR, FRIEDVAN. So they could have testified?
21 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Yes - -
22 MR. FRI EDMAN:  Ckay.
23 MR, WLLIAVS: -- to ny know edge.
24 MR. FRIEDVMAN. That's all. Thank you.
25 COMW SSI ONER CLARK:  As property owners,
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1 residents, they have the right to testify, in ny
2 opinion. That's what we are going to go wth.
3 MR. FRIEDVMAN. Al right. Thank you.
4 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. You may conti nue,
5 sir, you have 1:40 left.
6 MR, JENACK: Ckay. | amgoing to take the
7 short form here.
8 | think a sinple but inevitable fact is that
9 central sewer is forever. That is once it's
10 installed, you can't really just go and undo it and
11 change to sonething else easily. You may not
12 | egally be allowed to change to sonething el se.
13 And not only are you then saddled wth the initial
14 collection bill paying charges nonthly, and things
15 that add up to far nore than people have paid for
16 water at any tine before. W've had enough people
17 tal k about conparison of bills to what they are,
18 you know, what they are paying and what they have
19 pai d.
20 Basically, | would say given the | ack of
21 experi ence of the owner/operator specifically
22 related to wastewater utilities, and inadequate
23 I nformation regarding the applicant's financi al
24 strength, and a conplete absence of a realistic
25 estimted rates and connections fees that everyone
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1 has comented on here, | say that | cannot in any

2 way support this, and | do not believe that ny

3 nei ghbors shoul d support this either.

4 Thank you.

5 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very much, sir.

6 Questions? No questions.

7 Call your next w tness.

8 M5. PIRRELLO. Following Ms. Trenblay, Lilly

9 Onufrak, Robert La Barbera and Ben Stout.

10 PUBLI C COMVENT

11 M5. TREMBLAY: Hello. | amLaurie Trenblay.
12 | ama resident of Little Gasparilla I|Island, 8266,
13 and | wote a letter but | just basically would

14 like to read it real quickly and then maybe nake

15 anot her comment or two.

16 My husband Raynond and | have owned our

17 property on LA for 40 plus years. Qur full-tine
18 residence is in Wnter Haven. W are now both

19 retired. Yay. | ama teacher, fornmer teacher. M
20 husband was a letter carrier. And our plan was to
21 spend a lot of tinme on the island, fishing,

22 beachi ng, shelling, sw nmm ng, so on, nmaybe even 100
23 percent of our tinme on the island.

24 It's inmportant for you to understand that we
25 | ove the LA way of life. That's why, many years
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1 ago, we purchased our little property for $6, 000,
2 and bought a 900 -- built a 900-square-foot cottage
3 because that was the required size, mninumsize
4 that we could build at that tine.
5 We don't rent except to a few close friends.
6 We do have one renter that conmes maybe for a few
7 weeks in the winter, and that's only been in the
8 | ast couple of years, and that's to help pay for
9 i nsurance and taxes, and things |like that, that
10 have been a real strain for us, to be honest, over
11 the 40 years. W hope we don't have to give our
12 house up.
13 EU does have the water service, and our | ast
14 nonth bill -- our last quarterly bill was $236,
15 plus $23 for water. That was for just a little
16 | ess than 3,000 gallons for three nonths. So you
17 can see we are very conservative with our water
18 usage.
19 Now we are told that the sewage connection
20 will cost, | thought at first 20,000, and now we
21 are maybe | ooking at 13,000. And that we could
22 probably, you know, we can scrape out sone savings
23 for that. But we are looking at a nonthly charge
24 of $256 a nonth for the rest of our lives, and I
25 don't know that we can -- | don't know that we can
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1 manage that with roof repairs, and bringing in fil

2 because the water table is rising, and we have a

3 | ake now in the corner of our property. And none

4 of that is related to this, but there is just a | ot

5 of ot her expenses out there that people don't

6 realize.

7 We have been trying to get a hole filled so

8 that we can get the golf cart down, or get the

9 wat er safety or the Fire Departnent to us. W have
10 been working on that for a year, and we can't even
11 get the hole in the ground filled because the | ast
12 time we brought a load of dirt over it was $800, |
13 t hi nk, $600 to $800 for one truckload of dirt that
14 barely raised our yard one-inch. So, you know, we
15 are | ooking at a trenendous anount of nobney just to
16 try to raise the yard up, and now we' ve got the

17 sewer bill.

18 Wll, in Wnter Haven, we pay about $2,200 a
19 nmonth for water for 3,400 gallons. The EU bill is
20 $86 average a nmonth for 3,000 gallons. In Wnter
21 Haven, the sewage for 4,000 gallons would be about
22 $36 a nonth as opposed to $256 a nont h.

23 In the January 23rd issue of our Lakel and

24 Ledger, which is our |ocal paper, there was an

25 article about an increase in water and sewage
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1 hi kes -- you know, everything is going up -- about
2 a 2.5 percent for water, and an increase of about
3 15 percent for sewage. This wll now cost -- for a
4 new sewer connection in the Wnter Haven area, it's
5 about $4,200. And this was suggested by Raftelis
6 Fi nanci al Consultants after a fiscal analysis, the
7 EU connection | ooks like it's going be to 13,000 at
8 the | ow end, and we are probably | ooking at several
9 t housand nore.
10 According to Charlotte County Utilities' web
11 page, it would cost about $10,000 -- | did find
12 t hat sonewhere -- for an LPS connection. So 13 may
13 not be a lot nore than the 10, but still it is an
14 I ncrease of 2,000 or 3,000 plus, | amafraid, nore
15 than that.
16 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Wul d you go ahead and
17 get to a conclusion pretty quick please?
18 M5. TREMBLAY: | got -- what's that?
19 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Cet to a concl usion
20 pretty quick.
21 M5. TREMBLAY: kay, | will. | amalnost to
22 t he end.
23 So the other thing Charlotte County -- and
24 sonmeone has nentioned this -- that there is no
25 transferable -- there is not a loan for us to take
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1 out for that.
2 There was a statenent from Craig Rudy and
3 Brandon Mbody back in Septenber of 2021, the
4 Conprehensi ve Plan dictates that Charlotte County
5 Utilities shall develop a cost-effective sewer
6 expansi on program | do not think EUs plan is
7 cost-effective based on ny research that | have
8 been able to do. And this also includes Cape Coral
9 that | |ooked at, and | didn't get to nention, as
10 wel | as Pol k and Charlotte County.
11 | think there would be | ess resistance to this
12 plan if it were nore cost-effective. | think there
13 are a lot of people on the island that are in ny
14 boat. W are just little retirees, like the man
15 mentioned before. You know, we are not out there
16 to make a | ot of noney. W are just out there to
17 try to find a house to live in. And maybe
18 Charlotte County is interested in covering the, you
19 know, the difference for charges for a lifetine.
20 The question that PSC asked is, is it
21 cost-effective? And | would actually have to say,
22 no, | can't see that it's cost-effective.
23 Thank you.
24 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you so nuch.
25 Questions?
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1 Thanks.
2 Just a rem nder, | know sonme of you may have
3 cane in after we began. W do have a three-m nute
4 time limt. | ambeing very liberal with that.
5 don't want to cut you off, but try to -- we've got
6 a clock up front. Keep an eye on that. At three
7 m nutes start wapping your coomments up for ne if
8 you woul d, please. Thank you.
9 Al right. Call your next w tness, please.
10 M5. PIRRELLO.  Fol l owi ng the next speaker
11 Robert La Barbera, Ben Stout and then Terry M Kkl os.
12 PUBLI C COMMENT
13 MR. LA BARBERA: Good norning. Good norning,
14 everybody. M and ny wfe, we have a place on Gulf
15 Boul evard on Bokeelia Island.
16 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Wul d you state your nane
17 and address for the record, please, sir?
18 MR. LA BARBERA: My nane is Robert La Barbera,
19 and the address is 301 Gulf Boul evard on Bokeelia
20 | sl and.
21 | don't have any facts or figures and al
22 these things that other people do. | just have ny
23 experience for the last 15 years, which | woul d
24 i ke to cover and hopefully give you sone insight.
25 About 15 years ago, we bought a house down in
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1 Marathon in the Keys. It was on a canal. It was a

2 mobi | e home. The canals, at that time, were all

3 slime, green slinme in the canals. W knocked the

4 nobi | e home down, we put a regular house in, a

5 stilt house, and had to spend over $12,000 for a

6 sophi sticated septic systemwith two tanks and an

7 ej ection well.

8 That was good for about two years, and then

9 the County found human bacteria on the reef, which
10 is four mles off the shore. That's when the

11 bacteria, as | say, hit the fan. The County --

12 Monroe County and all the Keys went to a vacuum

13 sewer system which is now maybe 12, 13 years ol d.
14 They went through a hurricane. They went through
15 power outages, and the systemis still working

16 good. So -- and about two years after they went to
17 that, the canals are clear. You can see |obsters
18 wal ki ng around the bottom

19 So septic tanks are good, but as was told to
20 nme when | said you are going to eject the water in
21 the ground, why don't you just eject it into the

22 canal ? They said, there is always bacteria in your
23 septic systens. It doesn't have to snell or

24 anyt hi ng, but you will have bacteria up to a

25 certain anount.
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1 Mul tiply septic tanks to thousands of people

2 in all of Florida on the water, and that's what's

3 feeding, one of the things that's feeding the red

4 tide. This is you really have got to take into

S consi der ati on.

6 Now, my last tax bill from Marathon was $86

7 for stormwater and sewer systema nonth. Now, |

8 don't know where they are conmng up with these $250

9 a nonth it's going to cost, but we are going to be
10 getting ripped off.

11 Now, if Marathon, which is 100 mles long in
12 the Keys, and Marathon Cty, that has busi nesses,
13 supermarkets and hotels and everything, and it only
14 costs nme $86 a nonth, sonmething is wong. So |

15 thi nk you ought to look into call Marathon, call

16 Monroe County, look into their system and see what
17 they are doing. Let's |look toward the history of
18 stuff, not future because they got a good system

19 going for the last 12, 13 years. Check with them
20 See what they are doing.

21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: Great. Thank you very

22 much for your conmments, sir.

23 Any questions, M. Friedman?

24 MR. FRIEDMAN. | amtrying to understand. So
25 you are okay -- you think getting rid of the septic
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1 tanks is a good thing to do, but you question the
2 cost ?
3 MR. LA BARBERA: Yes, | do. W had to pay
4 $5, 000 for a hookup, it was tax deducted because it
5 was a county thing that did it. It wasn't a
6 private. So that 5,000 was paid over five years,
7 and you coul d deduct it off your taxes. You could
8 either do $1,000 a year, or pay the full 5,000 and
9 you woul d get 10 percent pack on your taxes. So it
10 was a wn-win for everybody. O course, you had
11 the initial noney you laid out. WMaybe sonme peopl e
12 couldn't afford it, but they had Iow | oans to take
13 out al so.
14 They worked with the people. They didn't just
15 go, this is what we are going to do with a private
16 I ndustry. This is totally inn heard of.
17 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you for your
18 testinony, sir.
19 Any ot her questions?
20 Al right. Call your next w tness.
21 M5. PIRRELLO Is Lilly Onufrak present?
22 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Who do we have? |'m
23 sorry.
24 M5. PIRRELLO. W skipped one. W are going
25 back to Lilly.
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



98

1 COW SSI ONER CLARK: | am sorry.

2 M5. PIRRELLO And then followng her wll be

3 Ben Stout, Terry M klos and Don Schul tz.

4 PUBLI C COMMENT

5 M5. ONUFRAK: Hello. M nanme is Lilly

6 Onufrak. | live at 17 Palm Dri ve.

7 Just | don't have a lot of technical things to

8 tal k about except that | am a new honeowner. And

9 what brought nme to Palmlsland is 15 years ago, or
10 so, we went out there to visit friends and | fell

11 in love with the island. It is unique. It's like
12 you step back into tine. It's really special. |
13 have been on all the other islands in the area and
14 you couldn't pay ne too |live there, with the

15 congestion and everything that goes on. So | would
16 like to preserve that way of life that we have.

17 Al so, we just dropped a boat |oad of noney on
18 a septic system and we put in fencing, and we put
19 in | andscape, and we put in a new driveway, and I
20 am sure these things are going to get disrupted.

21 Al so, speaking as a nature |lover, we had to

22 push our house back to preserve the turtles in the
23 front, the gopher tortoises. Now | have, you know,
24 a certified area in ny front yard.

25 | maintain the area. | pull out weeds. |
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1 plant things, and | don't know how this is not al
2 going to be disrupted wth sewer pipes, whatnot.
3 My front yard is going to get all torn up that |
4 just spent tons of noney on. And we saved for
5 many, many years to be able to afford to live there
6 and build what we wanted to build, and, you know,
7 it's just | don't see howthat's --
8 So | am opposed to sewers because there is no
9 need for them W have a brand new septic system
10 and the people on the island are very
11 consci entious, nost of them about maintaining
12 their septic system And with the | ow popul ati on
13 density that we have, | don't know that we need to
14 run sewer pipes all over the island to take care of
15 the few full-tinme honmeowners, and the rest of the
16 peopl e that cone for a couple of weeks out of the
17 year. So | don't see the need for it.
18 Thank you.
19 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  All right. Thank you
20 very much.
21 Any of questions?
22 No questi ons.
23 Call your next w tness.
24 M5. PIRRELLO. Following M. Stout, Terry
25 M kl os, Don Schultz and Patty Swederski .
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1 PUBLI C COMVENT
2 MR STQUT: Good norni ng.
3 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Good nor ni ng.
4 MR, STQUT: M nane is Ben Stout. | live at
5 400 Bocilla. | have been a resident on the island
6 since 2014.
7 | want to echo the issues of ny fellow
8 residents, that ny fellow residents have raised
9 today, and want to say that | am here agai nst EU s
10 proposal .
11 Qur island residents have al ways been good
12 stewards of the environnent. PIE is an entity, has
13 been incorporated since 1980 as an environnent al
14 organi zation, and we have been active as an
15 environnmental commttee that has grown to such a
16 scope that they actually split fromPlIE and
17 i ncorporated into a second group called Bocilla
18 | sl ands Conservancy. In their few years of
19 operation, the conservancy has acquired 15 vacant
20 | ots for green space. For its part every year, PIE
21 supports a spring punp-out program rem nding
22 residents to have their tanks inspected and punped
23 and encouraged -- encouraging a batch punp-out to
24 cost share on the barging process.
25 From 2011 going forward, we have initiated
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1 testing this our canals to the sane standards as

2 the State's testing on the beach. W began with

3 fecal coliformtesting.

4 MR. FRIEDVAN:. | object on the sane reason |

5 obj ected previously on testinony about --

6 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Overrul ed.

7 You may conti nue.

8 MR, STQUT: Thank you, sir.

9 W have begun -- we began with a fecal

10 coliformtesting, and when the State switched to

11 ent erococcus we changed as well. Qur testing is

12 ri gorous and has always cone within the appropriate
13 standards for public health and public safety. And
14 that is what | have.

15 | have al so got sone barrier island overlay

16 maps that | would |ike to present for evidence.

17 COW SSI ONER CLARK: They are just maps of the
18 I sl and?

19 MR, STQUT: Yes, they are district overlay

20 maps.

21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  If you will hand those to
22 M. Friedman, if he has no objection, we will.

23 MR, STQUT: Thank you.

24 MR. FRIEDVAN. | don't have any objection to
25 them | think it's part of the Conp Pl an, the 2050
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1 Conmp Pl an anyway, so | think it's already --
2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Is it part of the
3 Conpr ehensi ve Pl an?
4 MR STQUT: | believe it is.
5 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay. W already have it
6 in the record, so that works good thank you very.
7 MR. STQUT: Thank you.
8 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: Next wi tness, please.
9 M5. PIRRELLO.  Following M. MKklos, Don
10 Schultz, Patty Swederski and Sally Johnson.
11 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Mkl os, you are
12 recogni zed.
13 PUBLI C COMVENT
14 MR MKLGCS: Terry Mklos, 40 North Qul f.
15 And | had all of these prepared notes that
16 there is no point to them because everyone has said
17 everything three and four tinmes over, so | wll
18 spare you all that.
19 But | do want to say there is people out there
20 that haven't spoke because it's challenging to
21 stand. We nornally don't talk in front of people,
22 so | would like to see, |like we did |last night, how
23 many people are opposed to this? How nmany are in
24 favor?
25 So that's 98 percent of these people are
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1 opposed to this. 98 percent in this room say no,
2 and | am part of that 98 percent.
3 Thank you.
4 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Great. Thank you, M.
5 M Kkl os.
6 M5. PIRRELLO Following M. Schultz, Pat
7 Sweder ski, Sally Johnson and Richard Avlenti.
8 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  You are recogni zed, M.
9 Schul t z.
10 PUBLI C COMVENT
11 MR, SCHULTZ: Thank you.
12 Don Schultz, 80 PalmDrive. And ny exhibit
13 woul d be the handout from today, but | think you
14 have a copy.
15 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  We have a copy of it.
16 Yes, sSir.
17 MR. SCHULTZ: And I guess if | would have
18 known if | would have conme here and volunteered to
19 speak if I was going to be cross-exam ned by an
20 attorney | mght not have done it, but | guess here
21 | am
22 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  He will be nice. Go
23 ahead.
24 MR SCHULTZ: Well, in the handout, it says
25 you are going to use 4,000 gallons for $256. And
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1 actual federal statistics say that you are going to
2 use 12,000 gallons per nonth, which is three tines
3 the 256. But let's just say two people, you are
4 going to use 200 gallons a day, tines 30 days, is
5 6,000 gallons a nonth. That's tinme-and-a-half. So
6 that's 400 bucks a nonth basically.
7 So the published rate is not accurate, and |
8 also find it -- you know, I amnot a long tine
9 resident, and | amfrom M chigan so you can hate ne
10 if I want, but what | amfinding is there is a
11 private ferry. GCkay, that's private, and it's a
12 cost plus. And | find out there is city water, but
13 that's private, and that's cost plus. Now we are
14 tal ki ng about a sewer, and that's cost plus. | am
15 not aware that the County does a pl us.
16 | would like to be a considered of resident of
17 Charlotte County with the sanme rights and
18 privileges that anybody else has. | |ove the
19 island, and | ditto a |lot of the previous people
20 who are nuch smarter than | am and have taken nore
21 time than | have, but | object to privatized sewer.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very much for
23 your comments.
24 Questions?
25 No questi ons.
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1 Call your next w tness.
2 M5. PIRRELLO Fol |l om ng Pat Swederski, Sally
3 Johnson, Richard Avlienti and Cori Pal nere.
4 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Swederski, you are
5 recogni zed for three m nutes.
6 PUBLI C COMMENT
7 M5. SWEDERSKI: M nane is Pat Swederski, 160
8 South @ul f, Pl aci da.
9 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: Speak up just a little
10 for ne.
11 M5. SWEDERSKI: | amvery newto the area, and
12 I amnot pro or against. | amundecided at this
13 point. But what | do want to know i s how many
14 docunented conplaints were there about septics to
15 t he County?
16 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay. Just for
17 clarification, we are not the County.
18 M5. SWEDERSKI :  Ckay.
19 COW SSI ONER CLARK: We are the State. W are
20 the Florida Public Service Conm ssion.
21 M5. SWEDERSKI: Well, if sonebody could give
22 nme that information it m ght help ne nake a
23 deci si on one way or another too. But | can't see
24 going into a new systemif we don't know how bad
25 the old systemis.
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1 That's all | got.

2 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. Thank you very

3 much.

4 No questions? No questions.

S Next W tness.

6 M5. PIRRELLO  Followi ng Ms. Johnson, Richard

7 Avlenti, Cori Palnmere and Lisa Sinmons.

8 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. -- let me get --

9 PUBLI C COMVENT

10 M5. JOHNSON: Hi. M nane is Sally Johnson,
11 and I amat 120 North Gulf Boul evard.

12 Basically everybody has said, you know, and

13 very factually | think. But from an enotional

14 place, | really see that sonmething like this --

15 wel |, okay, so | went hone last night, | was so

16 depressed, and | went and | | ooked at -- | found ny
17 SOS Septic, which we just had punped out a couple
18 of , you know, weeks ago. And | renenber calling ny
19 nei ghbor and sayi ng, hey, you know, | amgoing to
20 have ny septic punped out, you want to join ne,

21 because they can do three at a tinme, and she said,
22 oh, | am already signed up. Anyway, a long story
23 short. W got it.

24 To punp it out, it's $500. There is 156.25

25 for, you know, what it costs us to pay the barge
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1 tinmes three, because we split it with two other
2 people. So it's $450 if you have an energency and
3 the SOS has too cone over and help you. So | am
4 | ooking at that and | go, okay, well, | do that
5 probably once every three years.
6 My husband and | live there alone. W are
7 away for part of the summer, and so we are not
8 doing it because it's bubbling up. W are doing it
9 because we are taking care of it and our nei ghbors
10 do. Qur nei ghbors have two people |iving next
11 door. There is -- | nean, it's not highly
12 popul ated where | am
13 So I looked at it, and so basically it costs
14 ne -- let nme see, ny annual cost is about $218 a
15 year for our sewer. And then | |ooked at ny water
16 bill, and I was |ike, wow
17 Well, | do know that we had | eaky toilet, and
18 the water bill, we had 10,700 gallons, which is
19 nore than we normally use because of a | eaky
20 toilet. And | |ooked that up, it would have cost
21 me over $472 for just that one bill for that nonth.
22 And then | extrapolate it out, and if it was just a
23 monthly fee of 256, which is what you are quoti ng,
24 it's over $3,000 a year. And | amthinking, you
25 know, we are old, you know, can we afford this? So
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



108

1 | amsaying -- | basically say, please vote against
2 this proposal.
3 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
4 M5. JOHNSON:  You are wel cone.
5 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Any questions?
6 No questi ons.
7 Next W t ness.
8 M5. PIRRELLO.  Following M. Avlenti, Cor
9 Pal mere, Lisa Simmons and Tyl er Erickson.
10 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: M. Avlenti.
11 PUBLI C COMVENT
12 MR AVLENTI: Richard Avlienti, 120 North CGulf
13 Boul evard.
14 | am overwhel ned at the response, the
15 techni cal response, and the effort that these
16 peopl e have put in. | amgoing to relinquish ny
17 time, only one statenent | want to nake is it feels
18 li ke we are setting up a business for the EU fol ks
19 to take over, and we are going to pay for this over
20 t he next however nany years we are alive.
21 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, sir.
22 Next W t ness.
23 M5. PIRRELLO Follow ng Ms. Pal nere, Lisa
24 Si mmons, Tyler Erickson and Julie Img.
25 PUBLI C COMMENT
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1 M5. PALMERE: Hello. M nane is Cori Pal nere.
2 My husband and | live at 31 South Gulf Boul evard.
3 Qur community is very environnental |y aware.
4 W have to be. You have to |ove the natural beauty
5 so much that you are willing to put up with the
6 I nconveni ences of daily life. W have no mai
7 delivery there. There is no comercial zoning
8 outside of the Palmlsland Resort. |If you need a
9 quart of mlk, you have to get in your car, get on
10 the ferry and then drive to the grocery store.
11 This lifestyle is not for everyone, but for us,
12 it's an extraordinary place to live.
13 If I had a neighbor with a septic |eak,
14 woul d go next door and speak to them about it, and
15 I would ask if there was anything | could do to
16 hel p them solve the problem And if they told ne
17 to take a hike, I would call the County Code
18 Enforcement. That's what | would do, because | am
19 a good nei ghbor and | care about the environnent.
20 Now | would like to talk about the gorilla in
21 the room \Wat is sonetines referred to as
22 undesi rabl e devel opnent, highrise condos, hotels.
23 W are told that the withholding of utilities
24 shoul d not be used as a deterrent to devel opnent,
25 that the Conprehensive Plan is our shield to
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1 protect us fromthese things. That is the way it's
2 supposed to be. That's the way it's supposed to
3 wor k. But according to the Environnmental Uilities
4 deposi tion, our own County Comm ssioner essentially
5 said of the Conprehensive Plan, well, if we have to
6 change it, it won't be a problem
7 This is what frightens us. The fact that
8 deal s coul d be nmade behi nd cl osed doors, and by the
9 time the coomunity is aware it has becone a done
10 deal. |If the Conprehensive Plan could be changed
11 wi t hout a problem how difficult would it be to
12 change sone of the zoning fromsingle famly
13 residential to multi-famly tourist or even
14 commer ci al ?
15 What we do we have to do to protect our
16 envi ronnment. \Wat you Comm ssioners, our | ast
17 basti on of defense against these things we fear
18 nost. We have to have these protections, but we
19 suspect that they are flinsy.
20 W have seven nmles of the only beach front in
21 Charlotte County, and they are hungry for touri st
22 taxes. W are happy to share with visitors, our
23 friends and our nei ghbors who operate responsible
24 rental managenent firns, but these precious islands
25 are our home, and that kind of devel opnment wl|
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over whel m us.

We don't want a central sewer system because
It could be cost-prohibitive for many i sl anders,
and we don't have confidence in the proposal that
has been brought before us. W believe this
proposal is not in the public best interest.

Pl ease show us that the public, the conmunity,
still has a chance agai nst the noneyed interests.
Pl ease deny this application and close this docket.

Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very much

One nonent, nma' am

M. Friedman, you are recogni zed.

MR, FRIEDVAN:. Yes, ma'am You nentioned
about putting in highrise and condos. Isn't it
true that the | and devel opnent code, as it
currently exists, prohibits buildings over 36 feet
hi gh?

M5. PALMERE: Yeah, | think I nentioned that
it'"s not definite that the codes can't be changed
gi ven what we are seeing as the ways things can
soneti mes happen behind cl osed doors.

MR. FRIEDVMAN. And aren't you aware that when
the zoni ng code changes, that certain notices have

to be posted within 900 feet and send notices to
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1 everybody who live within a quarter of a mle of
2 the property being changed to | and zoning
3 desi gnati on?
4 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay, audience, if you
5 woul d, this question is for the person that is
6 testifying. I1t's not for you to answer, okay.
7 Let's keep your --
8 MR, FRIEDVAN. If you don't know, that's okay
9 as well. | amjust asking.
10 M5. PALMERE: | cannot answer that very well,
11 but I am sure sonebody can if given the chance.
12 Thank you.
13 MR, FRI EDMAN.  Okay. Thank you.
14 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you for your
15 testi nony.
16 Next w t ness.
17 M5. PIRRELLO  Following Ms. Simons, the | ast
18 two registered to speak are Tyler Erickson and
19 Julie Img.
20 If you wish to speak and have not registered,
21 pl ease do so now.
22 PUBLI C COMMENT
23 M5. SIMMONS: H there. M nane is Lisa
24 Simons. | have a place at 8270 Little Gasparilla
25 Island. | live in Brandon, Florida. | ama
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1 college nursing instructor. | don't nmake a | ot of

2 noney. This little piece of island is ny

3 sanctuary. | share it with friends and famly.

4 It's not there to nake noney.

5 And | don't have anything personal against M.

6 Boyer. He actually financed the water when he

7 hooked it up because | was in a bad accident, about

8 had ny leg blown off and didn't work for three

9 years, so | don't -- | appreciate that, but | don't
10 appreciate the idea of having to pay over $400 a
11 nmonth for sewer. | wll have to sell ny hone.

12 | am a neighbor to Laurie. Her testinony

13 brought tears to ny eyes because that's the only

14 reason | amhere. | don't want to give this up.

15 This is sonething that | hope that | wll be able
16 to leave to ny children and to ny grandchildren.

17 Wen | was nine years old, nmy dad ran a marina
18 right there as Placido, right on -- right there on,
19 you know, Boca Grande Road, whatever, and | fished,
20 and | crabbed, and I run ny boat, and | put ny boat
21 in by nyself, and | bring ny kids, and | bring ny
22 grandkids, and | amjust a single person trying to
23 keep ny hone.

24 That's why | took the day off. That's why I
25 drove two hours down here, so | could | ook you in
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the eye and ask you, please, just say no, because
it wll be the nost heartbreaking day of ny life to
have to sell something that | |ove so dearly.

Thank you for your tine.

COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
Thank you for your testinony.

Next W tness.

M5. PIRRELLO After M. Erickson is Julie
I mg.

COW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Erickson.

PUBLI C COMVENT

MR ERICKSON: Hi. | am Tyler Erickson at 111
North Gulf Boulevard. And | wll keep this sinple.

| amagainst this. |f sonebody cane up to you
and you had a piece of land, and they said, | want
to build you a house, but only two conditions, |
have no experience and you can't get any other
bi ds, what woul d you do?

COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, sir.

Next wi tness.

PUBLI C COMVENT

M5. IMG H. | amJulie Img, and ny
husband George and | have a house at 9866 Little
Gasparilla Island. And | had to smle when | heard

people give a street address. W don't have a
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1 street. W don't have a golf cart street. That

2 ends about maybe 20 houses up island from where we

3 are.

4 So I wanted to thank the neighbors for your

5 stewar dshi p and your research and your, you know,

6 t hought ful ness in considering pros and cons. |

7 still amnot convinced there is a need. |If there

8 is a need, | think we could take a step back and

9 | ook at sone alternative plans to see if what we
10 are looking at is a cost-effective, you know,

11 cost -- conservative in cost and effective plan,
12 because we still don't know, like, if there was a
13 power outage or a hurricane what the consequences
14 woul d be.

15 And finally, | am concerned about the

16 I npl ementation. Qur property -- so if | need a

17 gallon of mlk, I have to get on ny boat and go to
18 the marina and get in the car and go to the store.
19 So there is no road.

20 A couple of years ago, we tal ked to FPL about
21 buryi ng power lines, and there were nmany, about 25
22 or 30 nei ghbors were interested in it, but for

23 several reasons it wasn't feasible. | nean, down
24 to we would need to nove every turtle nest, and we
25 have a | ot and we |ove them for $3,000 a pop if
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1 FPL was going to take care of that.
2 So | don't see, A, howw Il you get your
3 equi pnent to the property? How will you, you know,
4 install whatever would need to be installed? What
5 kind of electricity backup would we need, and how
6 could you do all that w thout, you know, really
7 di srupting our natural environnent.
8 That's all | have. Thanks.
9 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
10 Is that all?
11 Al right. | believe that concludes -- we
12 have one nore that has requested to speak. One
13 nmonent .
14 M5. HELTON: And M. Chairman, while we are
15 waiting for that custoner, | don't think we ever
16 adm tted the photos, according to ny notes, and
17 maybe | m ssed that.
18 COW SSI ONER CLARK: 537
19 M5. HELTON:. GCh, we did? GCkay, | just mssed
20 t hat okay.
21 MR, FRIEDVMAN. | certainly don't object.
22 M5. HELTON. Ckay.
23 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Is that 53, Ms. Crawford?
24 M5. CRAWFORD: 52.
25 MS. HELTON:. 52.
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1 COW SSI ONER CLARK: 52, | was close. 52.

2 Ckay. We have one |last witness to testify.

3 M5. PIRRELLO We call Kathy Sickles.

4 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Ms. Sickles, you are

5 recogni zed.

6 M5. SI CKLES: Thank you.

7 My nanme is Kathy Sickles. | amon 130 Kettle

8 Har bor and - -

9 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  One nonent. Let ne ask
10 you one qui ck, were you here -- were you sworn in
11 when we swore everyone in?

12 MS. SI CKLES: No.

13 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. Wuld you raise
14 your right hand, please.

15

16 (Wher eupon, Kathy Sickles was sworn in by

17 Conm ssioner O ark.)

18 M5. SICKLES: Yes.

19 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. Thank you. You

20 are recogni zed.

21 PUBLI C COMVENT

22 M5. SICKLES: W' ve heard awesone testinony

23 fromall of ny friends in Little Gasparilla. | am

24 thrilled that we had such a great turnout. The

25 technical things | amgoing to pass on. | just
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1 want to say that | have been on the island about,

2 al nost 20 years, and ny husband and | had two hones

3 on the island. | spend ny tine in New Jersey in

4 the sumer and here on the island, which I think a

5 | ot of peopl e do.

6 We are not taxed with our sewer -- our septic

7 right now, but thisis -- it's a famly here. And

8 | express, as others said, |ook at the pictures.

9 Look at our island. Come visit our island. It's
10 very, very unique. |It's so unique people down the
11 street don't even recognize if you are going to the
12 grocery store and say | have to get back on the
13 ferry, they are like, what are you tal king about?
14 Visiting our island is an experience. | am
15 wi dowed about four-and-a-half years. | decided to
16 stay because of ny famly here. That is exactly
17 what we are, a famly environnental ly keen on
18 keeping it the way it is. |It's a beautiful place,
19 a beautiful way to grow old if you can afford it.
20 | have a pension of a teacher salary, which is not
21 alot, and I would like to plan on staying, so I,
22 pl ease, would |like to extend everyone el se's w shes
23 to not accept EU.

24 Thank you.
25 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
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1 Questions?

2 No questi ons.

3 All right. D d we get everyone who signed up

4 and wi shed to speak today? Everyone was given the

5 opportunity to speak? Gkay. Geat.

6 Thank you again for taking tine out of your

7 schedul es to be here today. This -- you are an

8 exenpl ary group of individuals, and we appreciate

9 t he dedi cation that you have for your honme and for
10 what you love. Your testinony is a very inportant
11 part of this process.

12 Just as, | think we nentioned yesterday, your
13 attorneys are filing their briefs. They are due on
14 March 16th. Once the briefs are filed, the

15 Commi ssioners will have the opportunity to review
16 t hose docunents. Those are very, very inportant

17 parts of the entire process. That's a |lot of the
18 i nformation that the Conm ssioners are going to

19 receive will be filed inside those briefs, in

20 addition to the testinony you provided and the

21 hearing testinony that we went through yesterday,
22 then the Comm ssioners will have about a 30-day

23 review period on that before a decision is rendered
24 in, | believe April is our agenda, schedul ed agenda
25 for -- the wong way. April's agenda?
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STAFF: | believe so.

COW SSI ONER CLARK: | think that's right,
April agenda -- April or May, one of the two.

Ckay. Are there any other comments before we
adj our n?

Al'l right. Thank you very much for being here
today. W stand adj our ned.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
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