CORRESPONDENCE

3/16/2022
. . DOCUMENT NO. 01937-2022
Lisa Smith
—
From: Office of Commissioner Passidomo
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 11:59 AM
To: Commissioner Correspondence
Subject: Docket No. 20200226
Attachments: RE. Docket #20200226-SU; Docket #20200226-5U

Please place the attached in Docket No. 20200226.

Thank you!



Lisa Smith

From: Tremblay <jltremblay@verizon.net>

Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 11:44 AM

To: Records Clerk; Office of Commissioner La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of
Commissioner Passidomo

Subject: RE. Docket #20200226-SU

Attachments: Document6.docx

Please read the attached letter opposing EU's attempt to install sewage at LGI. Thank you.



Docket #20200226-SU

To Whom It May Concern;

We have been out on Little Gasparilla Island for 42 years. We bought our lot, cleared it up by hand and
over 4 years built our cottage. This was a time that the average family could do it if they wanted to. Now
we are retired and looking forward to spending our time there but due to things we have no control
over we are being pushed off, Other counties that have brought out sewer systems gave the land owner
10 years to pay through property taxes. Jack Boyer is going to want all the money at once. We can’t
afford it. Brevard county even passed a one cent sales tax increase to help land owners and county differ
the cost to help clean up Indian river Lagoon and install septic systems. If Charlotte County was really all
that concerned about the water quality of the harbor, they would be proactive with a plan and program.
Please deny the request of EU for sewer setup.

Joe Tremblay
Little Gasparilla Island house # 8266

Jlitremblay@verizon.net



Lisa Smith

From: Nicolas Caussade <ncaussade@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 11:43 AM
Subject: Docket #20200226-SU

My name is Nicolas Caussade and | am a resident of Palm Island: my residence is specifically on Don Pedro
Island.

| am opposed to the central sewer system being considered and request that Environmental Utilities
application for wastewater service be denied for the following reasons:

« |do not believe there is a need for wastewater service on a sparsely populated barrier

island that is primarily second homes
o My understading is that Environmental Utilities has no experience developing or managing

a wastewater system
« | have no knowledge of Environmental Utilites financial wherewithal to develop and

operate a wastewater system and neither do they since based on the information
presented they have not been able to effectively communicate the costs of developing and

operating the system
« The proposed charges for the system, that would be imposed on this small community,

appear excessive in comparison to the perceived benefits

My understanding is that the main rationale for implementing a wastewater service is due to environmental
concerns. | purchased my home on Don Pedro Island in 2005 and have been visiting the island since the mid
1990s and have never been aware of any issues with the water quality stemming from wastewater. | am not
aware of any water quality testing in the area that supports the need for a wastewater system. This project
risks the potential of increased development of the island by opening the door to increased residential density
that would result in the potential destruction of habitat and interference with the local flora and fauna, such
as sand dunes, sea turtles, nesting sea birds, and tortoises. | would also add that a central wastewater system
like the one proposed with a subaqueous crossing of the intracoastal waterway, poses greater risk of
contaminating Lemon Bay than the risk of one or more septic systems developing leaks: | have personally
experienced this in other parts of the country where underwater sewer pipes leaked for days prior to realizing
there was a leak and repairing said leak.

The information presented shows that Environmental Utilities has no experience developing or operating
wastewater systems, which is evident from their initial application that showed they did not know what type
of system they would install, the costs to them, or the ultimate costs to the residents which would have no
choice but to connect, given current Charlotte County regulations, and pay any cost overruns, and ongoing
operating costs well in excess of those paid by residents on the mainland. Since Environmental Utilities has
not addressed how the system will be serviced in the event of failure during a storm or other adverse
conditions, the reliability of the system is questionable.

My understanding based on what has been presented is that the cost of the now proposed system would
result in an average residential bill of $180/month, which is twice the amount a resident in Rotonda pays for
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both water and sewer: | already pay approximately $80/month for water. Additionally, the proposed system
would place undue burdens on the residents of the community given the proposed system with the limited
capacity grinder pump. This system, in addition to the connection costs that are not well supported, will

potentially require each resident to:

« incur costs for preparing for the hookup, including costs to gain access to crush & fill the septic tank

o incur additional costs for potentially upgrading the electric system to accommodate the needed
equipment

« incur additional monthly electricity costs for the pump equipment

« potentially incur the costs of installing a generator to ensure the pump works during
prolonged power outages to avoid a sewage backup

« incur costs associated with replacing the equipment at each residence, since this
equipment will be the responsibility of the homeowner

In addition to these costs, Environmental Utilities is going to claim ownership of a utility easement that will go
from the sewer equipment, located near the house to the connection in the road without compensating the

homeowners.

In closing, Environmental Utilities is applying to install and operate a wastewater system, having no experience
in developing and managing such systems, with no perceived benefit for the residents of the community. The
system would be developed at an uncertain cost that will be borne by the residents, and will provide
guaranteed profit to the ownership of Environmental Utilities given residents will be required to hook to the
system (septic systems will not be grandfathered even if recently installed and operating reliably) and pay
rates sufficient to cover the utilities costs and guaranteed return. Note that the costs of connecting to the
system, if approved, will be the responsibility of the homeowners and there is no financing plan proposed.

Based on the above, | request that Environmental Utilities application for wastewater service be
denied.

Respectfully,

Nicolas Caussade
ncaussade@yahoo.com
Palm Island Resident





