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 1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

 2           CHAIRMAN FAY:  Next, Commissioners, we'll take

 3      up Item 6.  Ms. Knoblauch will be presenting the

 4      item.

 5           MS. KNOBLAUCH:  Good morning, Commissioners.

 6           CHAIRMAN FAY:  Good morning.

 7           MS. KNOBLAUCH:  Item 6 is staff's

 8      recommendation for a limited alternative rate

 9      increase by Country Walk Utilities, Inc.  Country

10      Walk is a class-C utility providing service to

11      approximately 71 customers in Highland County.  In

12      accordance with Rule 25-30.457 of the Florida

13      Administrative Code, an eligible utility can apply

14      for an increase in rates no greater than 20

15      percent.  Staff determined the utility met

16      eligibility requirements and recommends a revenue

17      increase of 7.62 percent.  All customers received a

18      notice, which included a customer comment card that

19      customers could complete and mail to the

20      Commission.  Three customers provided comments.

21      Staff is available to answer any questions.

22           CHAIRMAN FAY:  Great.  Thank you, Ms.

23      Knoblauch.  With that, Commissioners, you have a

24      summary.  I'll take any comments or a motion on

25      Item 6.
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 1           COMMISSIONER CLARK:  Mr. Chairman, I would

 2      like to make just a very brief comment.  I'm not

 3      going to chastise the company for the mistake they

 4      made here, but I do want to just recognize staff

 5      and thank you for your diligence.  As we would

 6      expect, you caught a significant error there, but

 7      it does bring to a point that I would just like to

 8      highlight.  There's been a lot of questions or

 9      comments over the last several months about allowed

10      expenditures that go into rate base, one of those

11      being political campaign contributions.  And just

12      an observation, that as staff goes through and

13      looks at these, they find these sorts of things.

14      Number one, companies don't even usually -- they

15      know better and they don't request them to begin

16      with.  But when they do accidentally pop up, staff

17      did a great job of catching this.  And just to note

18      that political campaign expenditures are not

19      allowed in rate base and never have been allowed in

20      rate bases.  I just want to make that observation.

21      I move approval of the items.

22           CHAIRMAN FAY:  Great.  Thank you, Commissioner

23      Clark.

24           With that, we have a motion on the item.  Do

25      we have a second?
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 1           COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  Second.

 2           CHAIRMAN FAY:  We have a motion and a second.

 3      All that support, say aye.

 4           (Chorus of ayes.)

 5           CHAIRMAN FAY:  None opposed.  With that, Item

 6      6 passes.  Thank you, Ms. Knoblauch.

 7           (Agenda item concluded.)
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 1                 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

 2 STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF LEON )

 3

 4           I, DANA W. REEVES, Professional Court

 5 Reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing

 6 proceeding was heard at the time and place herein

 7 stated.

 8           IT IS FURTHER CERTIFIED that I

 9 stenographically reported the said proceedings; that the

10 same has been transcribed under my direct supervision;

11 and that this transcript constitutes a true

12 transcription of my notes of said proceedings.

13           I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative,

14 employee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor

15 am I a relative or employee of any of the parties'

16 attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am I

17 financially interested in the action.
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