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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONPRIVATE 

	In Re:  Application for a Water Certificate in Bradford County Under Grandfather Rights by SOUTHERN STATES UTILITIES, INC.

                                
	 
	)

)

)

)

)
	DOCKET NO. 921264-WU

ORDER NO. PSC-93-0713-FOF-WU

ISSUED:  5/10/93





The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of this matter:


J. TERRY DEASON, Chairman


THOMAS M. BEARD


SUSAN F. CLARK


JULIA L. JOHNSON


ORDER GRANTING CERTIFICATE NO. 554-W,


ESTABLISHING INITIAL RATES, AND REQUIRING


PAYMENT OF REGULATORY ASSESSMENT FEES


AND


NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION

ORDER APPROVING MONTHLY BILLING CYCLE
BY THE COMMISSION:


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Florida Public Service Commission that the action approving the monthly billing cycle is preliminary in nature and will become final unless a person whose interests are adversely affected files a petition for a formal proceeding, pursuant to Rule 25-22.029, Florida Administrative Code.


Background

On September 9, 1992, this Commission acknowledged a resolution adopted by the Bradford County Board of County Commissioners declaring Bradford County subject to the provisions of Chapter 367, Florida Statutes.  Pursuant to Section 367.031, Florida Statutes, a utility subject to our jurisdiction must obtain either a certificate or an order recognizing it as exempt.


On December 16, 1992, Southern States Utilities, Inc., (Southern States or utility) filed its petition under grandfather rights for an original certificate pursuant to Section 367.171, Florida Statutes, to provide service to its Geneva and Keystone Systems in Bradford County.  


Southern States has owned both systems since 1986.  This certificate will add four additional systems to the Commission's regulation.  Presently the Keystone system serves 150 customers and the Geneva system serves 85 customers.  Bradford County is in the Suwanee River Water Management District and these systems are not in critical use areas.  Southern States is a class A utility which provides water and wastewater services in numerous counties throughout Florida.  A total of approximately 30,000 water and 18,000 wastewater customers are served by Southern States. 


Application

The utility's application complies with the governing statute, Section 367.171, Florida Statutes, and other pertinent statutes and administrative rules concerning an application for a grandfather certificate for an existing utility currently charging for service.  The application contains the correct filing fee under Rule 25-30.020, Florida Administrative Code.  Adequate service territory and system maps and a territory description have been provided as prescribed by Rule 25-30.035(9),(10), and (11), Florida Administrative Code.  A description of the territory requested by the utility is appended to this Order as Attachment A, which is by reference incorporated herein.  The territory includes only the territory served by the utility prior to our receiving jurisdiction. 


Further, as required by Rule 25-30.035(6), Florida Administrative Code, the applicant has provided evidence, in the form of warranty deeds for both plant sites, indicating that the utility owns the land upon which the utility's facilities are located.

 
In consideration of the above, we find it in the public interest to grant the utility's application for a grandfather certificate.  Accordingly, Southern States Utilities, Inc., is hereby granted Certificate No. 554-W to serve the territory described in Attachment A.  


Rates, Charges and Billing Cycle

Southern States's present rates for the Keystone and Geneva systems are as follows:

Base Facility Charge (Quarterly)
Meter Size
5/8"                         $14.24

  1"                         $35.60

charge per 1000 gallons           $ 1.98  


Southern States requested to continue its present rates and charges.  However, the utility has also requested to convert its billing cycle from quarterly to monthly billing and factor up the base facility charge to accommodate larger meter sizes which would conform to its standard rate schedules.  The approved rates stated below reflect the change in the billing cycle:

Base Facility Charge (Monthly)
Meter size
5/8x3/4"                    $ 4.75

    3/4                       7.13

      1                      11.88

  1-1/2                      23.75

      2                      38.00

      3                      76.00

      4                     118.75

      6                     237.50

charge per 1000 gallons         $  1.98


The existing service availability charges are the same as the consolidated charges contained in Section VI of the utility's tariff.  Miscellaneous service charges will comply with Staff Advisory Bulletin No. 13 and the returned check charge will comply with Staff Advisory Bulletin No. 7.  Southern States had charged initial deposits of $50.00 for both systems.  However, in accordance with Rule 25-30.311, Florida Administrative Code, which dictates maximum levels, the proposed deposits are hereby reduced to $45.00 for the Geneva System and $30.00 for the Keystone System.


The change in the billing cycle will have no revenue effect and will be consistent with the billing cycle of the other Southern States systems.  Southern States shall notify each customer of the change to monthly billing and the resultant change to the base facility charge in the last quarterly bill.


Regulatory Assessment Fees and Annual Report


Pursuant to Rules 25-30.110(3) and 25-30.120(2), Florida Administrative Code, annual reports and regulatory assessment fees are due from regulated utilities regardless of whether a certificate has been granted.  The Commission received jurisdiction of Bradford county on July 6, 1992.  Therefore, the utility is required to pay regulatory assessment fees for the period from July 6, 1992, through December 31, 1992, and to include Bradford County within its 1992 Annual Report.


In consideration of the foregoing, Southern States is granted Certificate No. 554-W.  The utility's present rates and charges are hereby approved, along with the change in the billing cycle from quarterly to monthly billing.  The utility is also required to pay regulatory assessment fees for the period from July 6, 1992, through December 31, 1992.  Further, the utility shall include Bradford County in its 1992 Annual Report.  If a timely protest regarding the billing cycle is not received within 21 days of the effective date of this Order, this docket may be closed.


Based on the foregoing, it is, therefore,


ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that the application of Southern States Utilities, Inc., for a grandfather water certificate is hereby granted.  It is further


ORDERED that Certificate No. 554-W shall be issued to Southern States Utilities, Inc.  It is further


ORDERED that Southern States Utilities, Inc.'s service territory shall be that described in Attachment A, appended hereto.  It is further


ORDERED that Southern States Utilities, Inc.'s initial rates and charges shall be those set forth in the body of this Order.  It is further


ORDERED that Southern States Utilities, Inc's request to change its billing cycle to monthly billing is approved.  The utility shall notify each customer of the change in the billing cycle in the last bill rendered under the quarterly billing.  It is further


ORDERED that the tariff submitted by Southern States Utilities, Inc., shall be stamped approved, and the effective date of the tariff shall be its stamped approval date.  It is further 


ORDERED that Southern States Utilities, Inc., shall pay regulatory assessment fees for the period from July 6, 1992, through December 31, 1992, and shall include Bradford County in its 1992 Annual Report.  It is further


ORDERED that the provisions of this Order regarding the approval of the monthly billing cycle are issued as proposed agency action and shall become final and effective unless an appropriate petition, in the form provided by Rule 25-22.036, Florida Administrative Code, is received by the Director, Division of Records and Reporting, 101 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0870, by the close of business on the date set forth in the "Notice of Further Proceedings or Judicial Review" attached hereto.  It is further


ORDERED that in the event no timely protest to the proposed agency action portion of this Order is received, this docket shall be closed.


By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 10th day of May, 1993.







STEVE TRIBBLE, Director






Division of Records and Reporting

( S E A L )

LAJ


NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 120.59(4), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as well as the procedures and time limits that apply.  This notice should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief sought.


As identified in the body of this order, our action approving the monthly billing cycle is preliminary in nature and will not become effective or final, except as provided by Rule 25-22.029, Florida Administrative Code.  Any person whose substantial interests are affected by the action proposed by this order may file a petition for a formal proceeding, as provided by Rule 25‑22.029(4), Florida Administrative Code, in the form provided by Rule 25-22.036(7)(a) and (f), Florida Administrative Code.  This petition must be received by the Director, Division of Records and Reporting at his office at 101 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0870, by the close of business on June 1, 1993.  In the absence of such a petition, this order shall become effective on the date subsequent to the above date as provided by Rule 25-22.029(6), Florida Administrative Code.


Any objection or protest filed in this docket before the issuance date of this order is considered abandoned unless it satisfies the foregoing conditions and is renewed within the specified protest period.


If the relevant portion of this order becomes final and effective on the date described above, any party adversely affected may request judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility or by the First District Court of Appeal in the case of a water or wastewater utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the filing fee with the appropriate court.  This filing must be completed within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this order, pursuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.  The notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900(a), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.


Any party adversely affected by the Commission's final action in this matter may request:  (1) reconsideration of the decision by filing a motion for reconsideration with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of this order in the form prescribed by Rule 25-22.060, Florida Administrative Code; or (2) judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility or the First District Court of Appeal in the case of a water or wastewater utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the filing fee with the appropriate court.  This filing must be completed within thirty (30) days after the issuance of this order, pursuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.  The notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900(a), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.










ATTACHMENT A

Southern States Utilities, Inc.

Geneva Lake Estates and Keystone Club Estates 


TERRITORY DESCRIPTION

The following described lands located in portions of Sections 24 and 25, Township 8-South, Range 22-East, Bradford County, Florida:


GENEVA LAKE ESTATES


BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA


A tract of land situated in Government Lot 4, Section 25, Township 8 South, Range 22 East, and in Government Lots 1, 2, and 3 of Section 36, Township 8 South, Range 22 East, Bradford County, Florida.  Said tract being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Northeast corner of said Section 36, and run S 00 degrees 27 feet, 23 inches East, along the East line of said Section 36, a distance of 244.32 feet to the point of beginning;  

thence continue South 00 degrees 27 feet, 33 inches East, along the East line of said Section 36, a distance of 60.00 feet; thence run South 89 degrees 32 feet 48 inches West, 9.53 feet; thence run Westerly with a curve concave Northerly, said curve having a central angle of 27 degrees 15 feet 00 inches, a radius of 236.28 feet, an arc length of 112.38 feet and a chord bearing and distance of North 76 degrees 49 feet 42 inches West, 111.32 feet; thence run North 63 degrees 12 feet 12 inches West, 140.00 feet; thence run Northwesterly with a curve concave Southwesterly said curve having a central angle of 08 degrees 30 feet 00 inches, a radius of 911.96 feet, an arc length of 135.29 feet, and a chord bearing and distance of North 67 degrees 27 feet 12 inches West, 135.17 feet; 

thence run North 71 degrees 42 feet 12 inches West, 250.00 feet;

thence run Northwesterly with a curve concave Northeasterly, said curve having a central angle of 19 degrees 30 feet 00 inches, a radius of 437.38 feet, an arc length of 148.86 feet, and a chord bearing and distance of North 61 degrees 57 feet 12 inches West, 148.14 feet; thence run North 52 degrees 12 feet 12 inches West, 245.09 feet; thence run Northwesterly with a curve concave Southwesterly, said curve having a central angle of 41 degrees 00 feet 27 inches, a radius of 100.00 feet, an arc length of 71.57 feet, and a chord bearing and distance of North 72 degrees 42 feet 25 inches West, 70.05 feet; thence run South 06 degrees 20 feet 48 inches East, 311.95 feet; thence run South 68 degrees 06 feet 30 inches East, 722.83 feet; thence run South 40 degrees 36 feet 29 inches West, 236.65 feet; thence run Southeasterly with a curve concave Southwesterly, said curve having a central angle of 48 degrees 55 feet 58 inches, a radius of 140.00 feet, an arc length of 119.57 feet, and a chord bearing and distance of South 24 degrees 55 feet 32 inches East, 113.96 feet; thence run South 00 degrees 27 feet 33 inches East, 349.86 feet,; thence run South 89 degrees 15 feet 47 inches East, 400.00 feet to the East line of said Section 36, thence run South 00 degrees 27 feet 33 inches East, along the East line of Said Section 36, a distance of 60.00 feet; thence run North 89 degrees 15 feet 47 inches West, 3243.28 feet to the Easterly right of way line of State Road No. 21;

thence run Northeasterly along the Easterly right of way line of said State Road with a curve concave Southeasterly, said curve having a central angle of 00 degrees 56 feet 19 inches, a radius of 3785.52 feet, an arc length of 61.02 feet and a chord of 62.01 feet; thence run South 89 degrees 15 feet 47 inches East, 1140.96 feet; thence run North 12 degrees 11 feet 58 inches East, 479.67 feet; thence run Northeasterly with a curve concave Southeasterly, said curve having a central angle of 49 degrees 15 feet 55 inches, a radius of 360.00 feet, an arc length of 309.54 feet, and a chord bearing and distance North 36 degrees 49 feet 55 inches East, 300.10 feet; thence run North 61 degrees 27 feet 53 inches East, 270.46 feet; thence run Northeasterly with a curve concave Northwesterly, said curve having a central angle of 16 degrees 30 feet 05 inches, a radius of 700 feet, an arc length of 201.60 feet, and a chord distance of 200.91 feet; thence run North 44 degrees 57 feet 48 inches East, 497.88 feet; thence run Northwesterly Northerly Northeasterly and Southerly along a curve concave Southeasterly, said curve having a central angle of 221 degrees 01 feet 00 inches, an arc length of 173.58 feet and a radius of 45.00 feet; thence run South 52 degrees 12 feet 12 inches East, 357.25 feet; thence run Southeasterly with a curve concave Northeasterly, said curve having a central angle of 19 degrees 30 feet 00 inches, a radius of 377.38 feet, an arc length of 128.44 feet, and a chord bearing and distance of South 61 degrees 57 feet 12 inches East, 127.82 feet; thence run South 71 degrees 42 feet 12 inches East, 250.00 feet; thence run Southeasterly with a curve concave Southwesterly, said curve having a central angle of 08 degrees 30 feet 00 inches, a radius of 971.96 feet, an arc length of 114.19 feet and a chord bearing and distance of South 67 degrees 27 feet 12 inches East, 144.06 feet; thence run South 63 degrees 12 feet 12 inches East, 140.00 feet; thence run Easterly with a curve concave Northerly, said curve having a central angle of 27 degrees 15 feet 00 inches, a radius of 176.30 feet, an arc length of 83.84 feet and a chord bearing and distance of South 76 degrees 40 feet 42 inches East, 83.05 feet; thence run North 89 degrees 32 feet 48 inches East, 9.54 feet to the point of beginning.


KEYSTONE CLUB ESTATES UNIT ONE


Being a subdivision of that certain tract or parcel of land, being a part Section 24, Township 8 South, Range 22 East, Bradford County, Florida, being more particularly described as commencing of the Southeast corner of said Section 24; thence North 88 degrees 15 feet 40 inches West along the Southerly line of Section 24 - 984.38 feet to a point for the point of beginning, said point being located in the Northerly right of way line of State Road No. 21 a 70 foot right of way as now established: thence continuing North 88 degrees 15 feet 40 inches West along said Southerly line of Section 24 - 262.12 feet; thence North 1 degree 44 feet 20 inches East, 259.85 feet; thence North 58 degrees 46 West 178.08 feet; thence North 13 degrees 85 feet 10 inches West, 305.48 feet; thence North 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches West, 450 feet; thence South 50 degrees 48 feet 40 inches West, 135.8 feet; thence North 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches West, 207 feet; thence South 60 degrees 43 feet 40 inches West, 810.00 feet; thence South 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches East, 10 feet; thence South 60 degrees 43 feet 40 inches West, 170 feet; thence North 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches West, 16 feet; thence North 60 degrees 43 feet 40 inches East, 10 feet;

thence North 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches West, 707 feet; thence North 60 degrees 43 feet 40 inches East, 1270.0 feet; thence South 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches East, 15 feet; thence North 60 degrees 43 feet 40 inches East, 340 feet; thence South 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches East, 50 feet; thence North 60 degrees 43 feet 40 inches East, 150.0 feet; thence South 55 degrees 50 feet 20 inches East, 178.9 feet; thence South 39 degrees 31 feet 40 inches West, 187.88 feet; thence South 89 degrees 16 feet 20 inches East, 250.0 feet;

thence South 43 degrees 18 feet 30 inches East, 82.46 feet;

thence South 29 degrees 16 feet 20 inches East, 1440.12 feet;

thence South 50 degrees 13 feet 40 inches West, 61.53 feet to a point in a curve concave to the Southwest, said curve having a radius of 490 feet; thence along said curve, a distance of 72.71 feet, as measured along a chord bearing South 24 degrees 36 feet 35 inches East; thence South 57 degrees 60 feet 10 inches East, 190.42 feet to a point in the Northerly right of way line of State Road No. 21; thence along a curved right of way line, said curve being concave to the South and having a radius of 1143.95 feet, a distance of 526.83 feet as measured along a chord bearing South 86 degrees 29 feet 25 inches West to the point of beginning.

