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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONPRIVATE 

	In Re:  Resolution of petition(s) to establish nondiscriminatory rates, terms, and conditions for interconnection involving local exchange companies and alternative local exchange companies pursuant to section 364.162, Florida Statutes.
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	DOCKET NO. 950985-TP

ORDER NO. PSC-96-1239-FOF-TP

ISSUED: October 7, 1996





The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of this matter:

SUSAN F. CLARK, Chairman


J. TERRY DEASON


JOE GARCIA


JULIA L. JOHNSON


DIANE K. KIESLING


ORDER APPROVING NEGOTIATED INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT    

BY THE COMMISSION:


CASE BACKGROUND

On May 16, 1996 BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (BellSouth) and MCI Metro Transmission Services, Inc. (MCImetro) filed a petition for approval of an interconnection agreement.  The agreement was executed on May 15, 1996, and the parties are seeking approval of the agreement under Section 252 of the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the Act).  The two-year agreement governs the relationship between the companies  regarding interconnection, reciprocal compensation, interim number portability, access to 911/E911 services, directory listings and directory distribution, interchange of local 800 traffic, use of BellSouth's line information database, and access to BellSouth's SS7 database in all nine states in which BellSouth operates  (See Attachment I).
The agreement also states that certain items were not resolved and are subject to further negotiation.  These items include the resale of local exchange service, the provision of unbundled loops, the provision of unbundled transport services, and the provision of unbundled switching services.


Both the Act and the recently revised Chapter 364, Florida Statutes, encourage parties to enter into negotiated agreements to bring about local exchange competition as quickly as possible.  If the parties reach a negotiated agreement, under Section 252(e) of the Act it is to be filed with the state commission for approval. In addition, Section 252(a)(1) of the 1996 Act requires that "the agreement shall include a detailed schedule of itemized charges for interconnection and each service or network element included in the agreement."  Under Section 252(e)(4), the state commission must approve or reject the agreement within 90 days after submission or the agreement shall be deemed approved.


We approved this agreement at our August 13, 1996 Agenda Conference because it complied with both the Florida Statutes and the 1996 Act.  This Order memorializes that decision.


DECISION
Local Interconnection

Under the proposed agreement, the exchange of local traffic will be reciprocal, and compensation will be a flat per minute mutual rate, based on BellSouth's local switching rates with averaged transport distances.  The mutual rate will not include the carrier common line and residual interconnection charge.  The negotiated rate is $0.011 per minute, and no additional charges for collocation, entrance facilities, or additional transport services will apply unless mutually agreed.  There is a clause in the agreement that allows MCImetro to take interconnection arrangements via tariff or another BellSouth agreement.  Therefore, when BellSouth files its interconnection tariff pursuant to Order No. PSC-96-0444-FOF-TP, MCImetro may choose to take interconnection from that tariff, which would be mutual traffic exchange.

Intermediary Traffic

The agreement also contains provisions for the intermediary handling of transiting traffic with other ALECs, independent LECs, wireless providers, and IXCs.  If either party provides intermediary tandem switching and transport services for the other party's connection of its end user to a local end user of:  (1) an ALEC other than MCImetro; (2) an incumbent independent LEC; or (3) a wireless service provider, the party performing the intermediary function will charge $.005 per minute instead of the local interconnection charge.  If BellSouth provides the intermediary functions between MCImetro and an IXC, each party will provide its own network access services to the IXC on a meet-point basis. 

Unbundling

Several network elements are proposed to be unbundled and made available to MCImetro under the agreement:

(1)Access to 911/E911 Emergency Network

(2)Directory Listings and Directory Distribution

(3)800 Traffic

(4)Operator Services and Signaling


Some of the unbundling sections of the agreement lacked the detail required by Section 252(a)(1) of the Act, but BellSouth and MCImetro submitted supplements to the agreement which contained the necessary detailed information (See Attachment II).

Temporary Number Portability

The proposed agreement differs in two respects from our decision on temporary number portability in Order No. PSC-95-1604-FOF-TP, issued 12/28/95, in Docket No. 950737-TP.  First, the recurring monthly rates in the proposed agreement for ported numbers are higher than the rates adopted in Order No. PSC-95-1604-FOF-TP.  The recurring charge in the agreement is $1.25 per line per month for residential and $1.50 per line per month for business lines.  We ordered $1.00 per line per month for residential or business lines, but we did allow parties to negotiate different rates as part of a larger package.  Second, while we adopted a nonrecurring establishment charge of $10.00 per order per customer account, the proposed agreement provides for a charge of $25.00 per order.

Conclusion

Upon consideration, we approve the negotiated interconnection agreement.  The agreement, with supplements, complies with both the Act and Section 364, Florida Statutes, and resolves issues involving these parties as they relate to temporary number portability, unbundling, and local interconnection.  We support negotiations between parties in order to help competition in the local exchange market develop more rapidly.


Some of the language in the agreement between MCImetro and BellSouth states that the parties may change the arrangement if the parties mutually agree.  For example, in the section concerning local interconnection, the agreement states that no additional charges for collocation, entrance facilities or additional transport will apply unless mutually agreed.  We shall require BellSouth and MCImetro to file supplements to their agreement for Commission approval under Section 252(e) of the Act if they mutually agree to change or add to any portion of the agreement.  


Based on the foregoing, it is


ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that the proposed interconnection agreement between BellSouth and MCIMetro is approved.  BellSouth and MCIMetro shall file any subsequent supplements or modifications to their agreement for Commission review under the provisions of Section 252(e) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.  It is further


ORDERED that this docket shall remain open to address the cost studies submitted by BellSouth.


By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 7th day of October, 1996.

                              /s/ Blanca S. Bayó               






BLANCA S. BAYÓ, Director







Division of Records and Reporting

This is a facsimile copy.  A signed copy of the order may be obtained by calling 1-904-413-6770.

( S E A L )MCB


NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 120.59(4), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as well as the procedures and time limits that apply.  This notice should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief sought.


Any party adversely affected by the Commission's final action in this matter may request:  1) reconsideration of the decision by filing a motion for reconsideration with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850, within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of this order in the form prescribed by Rule 25-22.060, Florida Administrative Code; or 2) judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility or the First District Court of Appeal in the case of a water and/or wastewater utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the filing fee with the appropriate court.  This filing must be completed within thirty (30) days after the issuance of this order, pursuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.  The notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900 (a), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.

