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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONPRIVATE 

	In Re:  Request for approval of interconnection agreement between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. and TriComm, Inc., pursuant to Sections 251, 252, and 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
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	DOCKET NO. 960863-TP

ORDER NO. PSC-96-1314-FOF-TP 

ISSUED:  OCTOBER 29, 1996





The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of this matter:


SUSAN F. CLARK, Chairman


J. TERRY DEASON


JOE GARCIA


JULIA L. JOHNSON


DIANE K. KIESLING


FINAL ORDER APPROVING


NEGOTIATED INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT
BY THE COMMISSION:

I.
Background

On July 26, 1996, BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (BellSouth) and TriComm, Inc. (TRICOMM) filed a petition for approval of an interconnection agreement.  The agreement was executed on July 17, 1996, and the parties sought our approval of the agreement under the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the Act).


Both the Act and revised Chapter 364, Florida Statutes, encourage parties to enter into negotiated agreements to bring about local exchange competition as quickly as possible.  If the parties reach a negotiated agreement, 47 U.S.C. ( 252(e)(1) requires the agreement to be filed with the proper state commission for approval.  Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. ( 252(a)(1), the filed agreement must include a detailed schedule of itemized charges for interconnection and each service or network element included in the agreement.


Under 47 U.S.C. ( 252(e)(2), this Commission may reject an agreement only if it discriminates against a telecommunications carrier not a party to an agreement or if the implementation of the agreement is not in the public interest.  Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. ( 252(e)(4), we must approve or reject the agreement within 90 days after submission, or the agreement shall be deemed approved

II.
The Agreement


The agreement is a two-year agreement governing the relationship between the companies regarding technical provisions, meet-point trunking arrangements, interconnection, reciprocal compensation, interim number portability, access to 911/E911 services, directory listings and directory distribution, and unbundling in all nine states in which BellSouth operates.  The agreement also includes the rates at which TRICOMM will purchase services from BellSouth for resale, which are discounted from BellSouth's retail rate for the telecommunications service.  The discounts are 18% for residential and 12% for business telecommunications services.  The agreement is attached as Attachment I.


Attachment II provides a comparison of the major elements of the BellSouth/TRICOMM agreement to elements of other Commission-approved, negotiated interconnection agreements and to elements of Commission-ordered interconnection arrangements.

III.
Conclusion

Upon consideration, we find that the proposed interconnection agreement between BellSouth and TRICOMM meets the requirements for our approval.  Although the agreement states that BellSouth meets the requirements of 47 U.S.C. ( 271, our approval of the agreement does not constitute our confirmation that BellSouth has met the 47 U.S.C. ( 271 requirements.  We will conduct an evidentiary hearing to determine whether BellSouth has met the requirements of ( 271 at a later date.


We also find that if the parties mutually agree to supplement or modify any portion of the agreement, the agreed upon changes must be filed for our review under the provisions of 47 U.S.C. ( 252(e).  


Based on the foregoing, it is


ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that the interconnection agreement between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc., and TriComm, Inc., is hereby approved.  It is further


ORDERED that the parties shall file with this Commission, for its review, any agreements that supplement or modify any portion of the interconnection agreement approved by this Order.  It is further


ORDERED that this docket shall be closed.


By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 29th day of October, 1996.







BLANCA S. BAYÓ, Director







Division of Records and Reporting







by:/s/ Kay Flynn                 






Chief, Bureau of Records







This is a facsimile copy.  A signed copy of the order may be obtained by calling 1-904-413-6770.
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 120.59(4), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as well as the procedures and time limits that apply.  This notice should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief sought.


Any party adversely affected by the Commission's final action in this matter may request:  1) reconsideration of the decision by filing a motion for reconsideration with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850, within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of this order in the form prescribed by Rule 25-22.060, Florida Administrative Code; or 2) judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an electric, gas or telephone utility or the First District Court of Appeal in the case of a water and/or wastewater utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and the filing fee with the appropriate court.  This filing must be completed within thirty (30) days after the issuance of this order, pursuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.  The notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900 (a), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.

