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TO: 

RE : 

OJ VISION OF RErORDS AND REPORTI NG 

DI VISION OF LEGAL SERVICES (BRUBAKER /~ 

DOCKET NO . 111-cl659-lfU - REQUEST FOR APFH••VAL OF TAkHT:; 

CONCERNING INSTALLATI CII OF SERVICE METE? AIIIJ C' !<DSS­

CONNECTIOU CONTROL DEV I CE FOR PRIVATE r:I-F !l<On:r·~J c :; 

SERVICE CUSTOMERS. 

Ple<-se flle the attached letter dated Oc t ob<• r r. , !<l'il ln ~ ~ '" 

duCKel file for the above-refere nced doc ket. 

JSII/J.W 

~c : Shanr~n Austin 
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~OINCIANA 
UTILITIES INC. 

O.ctober 6. 1997 

• ... ~.on.:. , 
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Jennifer S. Brubaker 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee. FL 32399-0850 

nJ J 

. . . 
Re: Docket No. 970659-WU - Request fOf' approval of tariffs coocamlnQ 

installation of service meter and cross-<:Onnection control device !Of' prwate 
fire protection service customers. 

Dear Ms. Brubaker. 

The following are Florida Cltlea Water Company's (FCWC) responses to 
questions posed in yoor letter of September 12, 1997. FOf' clarity we have 1ncluded the 
question In addition to oor response. 

1 a. What has FCWC's policy been in the past with regards to the 
installation of line taps, service meters and cross-oonnectioo 
control devices fOf' private fire protection service customers for 
Lee County South Fl Myers, customer? What has the policy 
been fOf' other FCWC syatema? Please explain the policy fOf' 
each system. 

A !t has been and continues to be FCWC's pohc; that the developer 
install line taps, valves, fire meters and cross-connectioo control 
devices auoclated With a fire line that would ultimately provide 
private fire protectioo service. This policy has been applied 
throughout the entire company. 

:! a. Does FCWC believe that it is appropriate for the developer to pay 
fOf' the line tap fOf' the installatloo of service metera and cross­
connection control devices fOf' private fire protectioo? If so. 
plea:3 explain why. 

A Yes. FCWC believes that It is the developer'alcustomer'a 
responsibility to Install the necessary infrastructure to provide 
private fire prot.ection to a atructure The developer/customer is 
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the sole benefiCiaty of the private fire protection system. In addition to 
the obvious benefit of mlnlrrizing fire damage, the developer enjoys an 
economic benefit associated with lower insurance rates. Customers 
that do not have private fire protectloo do not enjoy these benefits and 
should therefore not pay for such. 

3. a How many times in the past has FCWC had a request for this 
type of service whk:tr resulted in the service being provided? 

A It is unknown how many requests for private fire protection 
services have been made historically. Presumably ail private fire 
protection service customen at some point requested servrce 

4. a. Does FCWC always c:onalder the lnataflation end oost for private 
fire protectlon to be the responsibilit,- of the building contractor? 

A As 11tated in response #2 above, FCWC considers the installation 
oost.s associated with the provision of private fire protection 
service the responsibility of lhe developer/customer requesting 
the service. 

5 Q . Has FCWC performed any Installations for private fire protocUon? 
If so, v.trat was the charge end how was the charge c.lculated? 

A No. 

6. a. If FCWC has not performed any installations, what would FCWC 
charge for the Installation and how would the charge be 
calculated? 

A Based on the CUITent tariff (Sheet 33.0, 1. (b) attached for your 
reference), FCWC would charge actual installation oost1. 
Additionally, It is not clear whether FCWC could install the 
system, a licensed fire sprinkiiK' contractor may be required. 

7 a. Are all private fire protection customers metiK'ed? If not, please 
explain why. Please provide a list of ail private fire protection 
customers by line slzelmeter size showing those thet are end are 
not metered. 

A All new private fire protJCtlon customers are metered The vast 
majority of existing private fire protection customers are metered 
There are some older lrutal lalions where a meter was not 
installed end FCWC has, at this point, not required the customer 
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to retrofit a meter Into the system. A list of existing fire protection 
SEWice by line size Is attached. The size of the fire line is lillted In the 
column labeled "FIRE LINE" and is coded as followa: 

k 1 %'' 
B: 2" 
C: 1" 
0: 3" 

E: 4" 
F: 6" 
G: 8" 
H: 10" 

The column labeled "METER LOCATION" lndicatea wtlere on the 
property the meter ia located. Those acx:ounta which do not have a 
location do not have metera. This lnfonnation is based on our 
Customer lnfonnatlon Syatem and waa not field verified at ttlla limo 

8 Q. lr. reference to Tariff Sheet No 38.0. why does FCWC not have a 
meter installation charge fOl' its water cuatomera? 

A After researching Company recorda it Is unkno\ovn why FCWC 
does not have a meter Installation charge for Its water customers 
in Lee County Division. 

Should you have any queatlona or need additional information, pleeae contact mo 

Attachments 

cc l Coal 
R Dick 

!dlJ~ 
Michael Acosta, P.E 
Vice President 
Engineering & Operations 
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