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Commission finds, for good cause, that the protection from disclosure shall be for a specified
longer period.” PEF requests that the information be treated as confidential for a period of
twenty-four months.

In support of its request for extended confidential treatment, PEF asserts that the
information in document numbered 05512-12, is comprised of the fuel and transportation
contracts from which the costs in the 423 Reports are derived and which contain annual price
adjustment provisions. PEF asserts that if existing or potential fuel and transportation suppliers
were to obtain confidential contract pricing information for a prior reporting month within the
currently effective 12-month adjustment period, current pricing information would be disclosed.
In addition, PEF states that if contractual pricing information for a reporting month in the
previous 12-month adjustment period were to be obtained, the information would be only one
adjustment removed from the current price. PEF states that suppliers knowledgeable in the
recent escalation experience of their market could readily calculate a reasonably precise estimate
of the current price.

To guard against providing suppliers with such a competitive advantage, PEF states,
confidential information must be protected from disclosure for the initial 12-month period in
which it could remain current, and for the following 12-month period in which it can be readily
converted into essentially current information. As an example, PEF explains, if information for

.the first month under an adjusted contract price is reported in May of Year 1, the information
will remain current through April of Year 2 and that thereafter, the initial May, Year 1
information will be only one escalation adjustment removed from the current information
reported each month through April, Year 3. If confidential classification of the May, Year 1
information were to expire after 18 months, PEF contends, suppliers would be able to accurately
estimate current prices in October, Year 2 using information that had been current only six
months earlier.

PEF further states that an 18-month confidentiality period would effectively waste the
protection given in the first six months of the second 12-month pricing period (months 13
through 18) by disclosing information of the same vintage in the last six months of the pricing
period. PEF states that the information disclosed in months 19 through 24 would be equally as
detrimental in terms of revealing the current price as the information protected from disclosure
during the preceding six months. To make the protection provided in months 13 through 18
meaningful, PEF argues, it must be extended through month 24. PEF further argues that
extending the confidentiality period by six months would mean that the information will be one
additional price adjustment further removed from the current price at the time of disclosure.

Ruling

Upon review, it appears the above-referenced information satisfies the criteria set forth in
Section 366.093(3), F.S., for classification as proprietary confidential business information. The
information constitutes “[i}nformation concerning bids or other contractual data, the disclosure
of which would impair the efforts of the public utility or its affiliates to contract for goods or
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services on favorable terms.” Thus, the information identified in Documents Nos. 05512-12,
07739-12 and 08341-12 shall be granted confidential classification.

Section 366.093(4), F.S., provides that any finding by the Commission that records
contain proprietary confidential business information shall be effective for a period not to exceed
18 months, absent good cause shown. PEF has shown good cause to extend the period of
confidentiality to twenty-four months. Accordingly, the information identified in Document No.
05512-12, shall be granted confidential classification for a period of twenty-four months from
the issuance of this Order. At the conclusion of the 24-month period, the confidential information
will no longer be exempt from Section 119.07(1), F.S., unless PEF or another affected person
shows, and the Commission finds, that the records continue to contain proprietary confidential
business information.

Based on the foregoing, it is

ORDERED by Commissioner Eduardo E Balbis, as Prehearing Officer, that Progress
Energy Florida Inc.’s Request for Confidential Classification of Documents Nos. 05512-12,
07739-12 and 08341-12 is granted. It is further

ORDERED that the information in Documents Nos. 05512-12, 07739-12 and 08341-12
for which confidential classification has been granted, shall remain protected from disclosure for
a period of twenty-four months from the date of issuance of this Order. It is further

ORDERED that this Order shall be the only notification by the Commission to the parties
of the date of declassification of the materials discussed herein.
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