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	Staff's First Set of Interrogatories to
	Florida Public Utilities Company (Nos. 1-13)
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	INTERROGATORIES
	1. Please refer to lines 14 to 16 on page 4 of Witness Cutshaw’s April 4, 2025, direct testimony. The witness states that the reduction in expense was due in part to the “over estimation of the expense related to the hardening programs and the delay i...
	a. Why was the expense related to the hardening programs over estimated?
	b. What adjustments has FPUC made to reduce such over estimations in the future?
	c. Why was there a delay in completion of the 2024 transmission inspection?
	d. What adjustments has FPUC made to prevent a recurrence of such delays in the future?

	2. Please refer to lines 6 to 10 on page 5 of Witness Cutshaw’s April 4, 2025, direct testimony. The witness states that the variance occurred “as a result of FPUC working to ramp up the construction activities for projects that have been previously e...
	a. Why were the original cost estimates understated?
	b. What adjustments has FPUC made to prevent recurrence of similar cost estimate understatements?

	5. Please refer to lines 16 to 23 on page 3 and lines 1-5 on page 4 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025, revised direct testimony. The witness states that “the costs for pole inspection and vegetation management reported on Form 5A represent the total amou...
	a. Why are adjustments made to reduce SPPCRC revenue requirement for costs that are being recovered through base rates only for pole inspection and vegetation management?
	b. Are similar adjustments needed for any other program  in the company’s SPPCRC filing?
	6. Please refer to line items 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, and 3.2 of SPPCRC Form 4A of Revised Exhibit No. BB-1 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025 revised testimony.
	a. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Overhead Hardening O&M Program costs for Overhead Feeder Hardening.
	b. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Overhead Hardening O&M Program costs for Overhead Lateral Hardening.
	c. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Overhead Hardening O&M Program costs for Distribution Pole Inspection and Replacement.
	d. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Overhead Hardening O&M Program costs for Transmission System Inspection and Hardening.
	e. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Undergrounding O&M Program costs for Overhead Lateral Undergrounding.
	f. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Vegetation Management O&M Program costs for Transmission Vegetation Management.

	7. Please refer to lines 1.2 and 1.4 of SPPCRC Form 6A of Revised Exhibit No. BB-1 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025 revised testimony.
	a. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Overhead Hardening Capital Investment Program costs for Overhead Lateral Hardening.
	b. Please explain the variance between actual and estimated actual Overhead Hardening Capital Investment Program costs for Transmission System Inspection and Hardening.
	8. Please refer to the final sentences in the “Progress Summary” and  “Fiscal Expenditures” sections of SPPCRC Form 8A Page 1 of 6 of Revised Exhibit No. BB-1 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025 testimony. The witness states that during 2024 “there were 73...
	a. What caused the backlog of pole replacements to occur?
	b. When will FPUC fully resolve the backlog?
	c. How many of the completed 142 pole replacements or eliminations are from the backlog?
	d. What difficulties did FPUC encounter in predicting the number of pole replacements that can be done in a year?
	e. How will FPUC improve on its estimation of the number of poles it will replace each year?

	9. Please refer to the final two sentences in the “Fiscal Expenditures” section of SPPCRC Form 8A Page 2 of 6 of Revised Exhibit No. BB-1 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025 testimony. The witness states that the variance between 2024 project costs and the...
	a. Please give examples of the unanticipated work conditions related to traffic control and worksite limitations that the company experienced.
	b. What lessons will apply from encountering the previously referenced unanticipated work conditions to minimize future variance?
	c. What unforeseen geotechnical issues occurred?
	d. How might variance from unforeseen geotechnical issues be mitigated in the future?

	10. Please refer to the two sentences in the “Fiscal Expenditures” section of SPPCRC Form 8A Page 4 of 6 of Revised Exhibit No. BB-1 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025 testimony. The witness states that there was a variance of $1.92M over original project...
	a. Please explain the variance in Overhead Feeder Hardening of $1.92M over original projections.
	b. Please explain how FPUC will minimize this variance in the future.
	c. Why were the construction activities delayed in the early years of the SPP?
	d. Why did FPUC decide to devote more resources to engineering construction projects than previously projected?
	e. When does FPUC expect to complete remaining delayed construction activities from the early years of the SPP?
	11. Please refer to the final sentence in the “Fiscal Expenditures” section of SPPCRC Form 8A Page 5 of 6 of Revised Exhibit No. BB-1 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025 testimony. The witness states that there was a variance of $0.95M over original projec...
	a. Please explain the variance in Overhead Lateral Hardening of $0.95M over original projections.
	b. Please explain how FPUC will minimize this variance in the future.
	c. Why were the construction activities delayed in the early years of the SPP?
	d. Why did FPUC decide to devote more resources to engineering construction projects than previously projected?
	e. When does FPUC expect to complete remaining delayed construction activities from the early years of the SPP?

	12. Please refer to the final sentence in the “Fiscal Expenditures” section of SPPCRC Form 8A Page 6 of 6 of Revised Exhibit No. BB-1 of Witness Baker’s May 2, 2025 testimony. The witness states that the small variance between 2024 project costs and t...
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