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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE CO~~ISSION 

In r e : Joint petitio n of Southland ) 
Telephone Company, Southland ~ornmun i - ) 
cations Corporation and Rochesler ) 
Telephone Corporation for approval of ) 

DOCKET NO. 900381 - TL 

ORDER NO. 23112 

acquisition of stock of Southland ) ISSUED: 6-25-90 
Telephone Company by Rochester ) 
Te lephone Corporation. ) _____________________________________ ) 

The following· Commissioners participated 
disposition of t hi s mat Lcr : 

MICHAEL McK. WILSON, Chairman 
THOMAS M. BEARD 

BETTY EASLEY 
GERALD L. GUNTER 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION 

OR lER APPROVING CHANGE OF CONTROL OF CERTIFICATE 

BY THE COM1'1!SSION: 

in the 

NOTICE is hereby given oy the Flo ri da Publi c Serv ice 
Commission tha t t he aclion discussed herein is pre li min a ry in 
natu re and will become final unless a per son whose i.nLe tesl s 
are adversely affected files a pelilion fo r a formal 
proceeding, pursuant to Rule 25-22 .029, Flo rida t>.dmini s trative 
Code. 

On May 2 , 1990, Southland Communications Co rpo ra t i o n 
(Southland) and Rochester Telepho ne Corporati o n (Rocheste r) 
filed a joi n t petitio n with this Commission reques ting appro val 
of the acquisition of Southland's stock by Rochester. 
Southland is c u.rrentl y owned by Telecom U.S.A. (Telecom). In 
response to Slaff inquiries, Roches ter i ndi c ated a high dc )re e 
of experlise i n inlernal audils, toll settlemenl s tudies , 
depreciation studies, systems engineering, and other areas that 
may prove beneficial to Southland . Furthermore, Rochester 
indicated that it intends to continue t-o mainlain Southlands 
boo ks and records in A more, Alabama where the boo ks and 
records are currently being maintained. 
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Southland also requested a waiver of Rule 25-4.005(l){c), 
Florida Admini strative Code (the Rule), regarding nolificalion 
requirements. The Rule provides: 

(1) Request for approval by the Commission of 
the transfer of any certificate of public 
convenience and necessi y (or portion 
thereo f) shall be made by joint petition o f 
the certifica~..e holde r and tra nsferee after 
reasonable notice has been given to all 
subscribers affected by the proposed 
transfer. Requests for approval shall be 
accompanied by an affidavit that notice of 
intention to file the petition has been 
given: 

(c) By written nolice subject to Commission 
approval, issued to each subscriber in 
the area to be transferred concurrent 
with the filing of the petition. A 
complete list, by telephone number 
(numerical sequence). name, address , and 
class of service of all subscribers sent 
a written notice shall be furnished the 
Commission immediately f ol l owing 
distribution . 

Section 364.33, Florida Statutes , makes tne 
certificates a necessary conditi o n for the 
acquisition of controlling stock ownership. 
subjects such transact ions to Commission rules 
transfer of certificates, such as the Rule. 

transfer of 
tra ns fer or 
It further 

tegarding the 

Other than the Rule requirement Lhat written notice be 
provided to each subscriber, Southland has met all other 
requirements of Rule 25-24.005. Since this is simply a stock 
acquisition with no changes to t he ope.ations or rates being 
pro posed and since the other notification requi cements l1ave 
been satisfied , there is no reason to believe any individual 
subscriber will be affected. On the contrary, such a wa1 ve r 
will benefit s ubscribers by savi ng the expense of notificati on . 
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Finally, at our Age nd a Conference on June 5 , 1990 , 
Southland requested a shortened protest period because of the 
demands of fin anc i ng the stock acquisiti on. There is no 
evidence that s uch a reduct i o n would in any wa y be conlrary to 
the public interest . Acco rdingly, we will gra nl the requested 
reduction in the protest peri od. 

Based on the foregoi ng, it is hereby 

ORDERED by the 
joint petit ion ~o r 
Telephone Company 
app r oved effect ive 
assumi ng no protest 

Florida Publ ic Service Commission that the 
approval of thP. acquisitio n o f Southland 
by Rochester Telepho ne Cotporalion be 
upon c ompletion of the protest period 

is received . It is furlher 

OROERED t hal the i ndividual s ubscriber noLificalion 
re qu irements of Rule 25-4.005(l )( c ), Flo rida Admi ni s LraLivc 
Code, be waived i f no protest i s received . It is furlher 

ORDERED th.:':: the proLe;;t 
25-22 .0 29 , Floric: Admin i s trative 
days . It is fur'::h : ~ 

period pro vided by 
Code, be established 

Rule 
as 14 

ORDERED that this docket ·be closed at t he expiration of 
protest period if ~~ pro test is r eceived . 

By ORDER of the Florida 
th is 25th day of June 

( S E A L ) 

J KA 

Public Service Commission, 
1990 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by 
Section 120.59(4), F lorida Statutes, to notify parties of any 
administrative hea ring or judicial review of Commlssion orders 
that is available under Sections 120 . 57 or 120.68, Flo rida 
Statutes, as well as the procedures and time limits t hat 
apply. This notice should not be construed to mean all 
requests for an admini st ra tive hearing or judicial review w1ll 
be granted or result in t he relief sought. 

The actio n ;> reposed herein is preli minary in nature and 
will not become effective or f~nal, except as provided by Rule 
25 - 22 . 029, Florida Administrative Code. Any person whose 
substantial interests are affected by the action proposed by 
this order may file a petition for a formal proceeding, as 
provided by Rule 25-22.029(4 ), Florida Administrative Code, in 
the form provided by Rul 25-22 . 036(7)(a) and (f), Florida 
Administrative Code. This petiti on must be rec ,1ved by the 
Director, Divi si::: : f Records and Reporting at hi s offtce at 
101 East Gaines 5-:::et, Tallahassee , Florida 323 'J 9 0870, by the 

c 1 o s e o f bus i ness :-. _ J'-'u;:.;l=..Y.._.;;..9.s..., --=1'-"9....::;9....;0"--------

In the abse~~e of such a petiti o n, this o rder s hdll become 
effective on the :!31' subsequent to the above date as provirled 
by Rule 25-22. 02~(5 ), Florida Administrative Code , and as 
reflected in a subsequent order. 

Any objection or protest filed i n this docket before the 
issuance date of this o rder is conside red abandoncu unless it 
satisfies the fc:egoi ng conditions and is renewed within the 
specified protest period . 

IE this orde r becomes final and effective o n the date 
described above, any party adversely affected may request 
judicial review by t he Florida Supreme Court i n the case of an 
electric, gas or telephone utility or by the First District 
Court of Appeal in the case of a water or sewer utilit y by 
filing a notice of appeal with the Director, D1vis1on of 
Record s and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice o f appeal 
and the filing fee with the appropriate court. This fi llng 
must be completed within thirty (30) days of the effective date 
of t h is order, pursua nt to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of 
Appellate Procedure . The no tice of appeal must be 1n the form 
specified in Rule 9.900(a), Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure. 
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