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BEFORE THE FLORI DA PUBLI C SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Re: Application for a pproval 
o f rev i1ed service availabil i ty 
cha rges i n Flagler County by 
Pa lm Coas t Ut ility Cor poration 

DOCKET NO. 951593-WS 
ORDER NO. PSC- 96-0346 - FOF- WS 
ISSUED: March 11 , 1996 

The followi ng Commissioners part i c ipated i n t he disposi t i on of 
this matter: 

SUSAN F . CLARK , Chairman 
J. TERRY DEASON 

J OE GARCIA 
JULI A L . JOHNSON 

DIANE K. KIESLING 

ORDER SUSPENPING REVISED SERYICE AYAII.ABILITX CHABGES 

BY THE COMMISSI ON: 

Palm Coast Ut ility Corporat i on (Palm Coast o r utility) is a 
Class A utility provid ing water and wastewater service for 121 
customers i n Fl agle r County . Accordi ng to i t s Dec ember 31 , 1994 
annual r e por t, the ut i l i ty was servi ng 14 , 617 water cus tomers 
(approximately 14, 846 equi valent r e s i de n t ial c onnec tions (ERCs ) and 
9. 868 wastewat er customers (approximately 12 , 4 35 ERi.:&) . During t he 
t welve months ended De cember 31, 1994 , the utility recor ded 
operating r e venues of $6,188,76 8 for water s ervice and $2 , 904 ,576 
for wastewater service. I t s recor ded operating i ncome waa $74 7,192 
and $303,166, r espectively , for water and wast ewater eervic e . 

On December 27, 1995, the utility filed an applicat ion for 
authority to i ncrea s e its sys tem c apac ity charges f o r water and 
wastewate r service p ursuant to Section 367. l Ol, Flor i da Statutes . 
The filing fee was pai d on Dece~r 27, 1995 , which was designated 
t he o ff icial filing date for thi s proce edi ng pursuant to Section 
367. 083, Florida Statutes. The utili ty 's present s e rvice 
availability fees were establ ished i n Do c ke t s No s . 810485 - wS a nd 
84 0092 - WS, Orders No s . 12957 and 14174 , i ssue d Februa ry 6 , 1984 and 
March 14, 1985, respective l y. The test year f or this p r oce e d i ng is 
t he projected yea r 1995. 

The uti lity is reque s ting the fol l o wing c hanges in its s ervice 
ava i labil l t y c harges : t o inc rease its water plant capacity fee 
f r o m $766 to $1,500 per ERC, and increas e i t s wastewater plant 
capacity fee from $1, 466 t o $1,600 per ERC. 
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Pursuant to Rule 25-30.580, Florida Administrative Code, the 
ut ili ty requested increasing its charges toward the guideline 
maximums based on the adjusted cost of plant in service established 
for t he projected year 1995 and contributions projected to be 
received through the buildout years of the treatment plant• . This 
docket was opened concurrent with a rate increase application 
pending in Docket No. 951056-WS. 

Section 367 .091(5), Florida Statutes, states that the 
Commission may withhold consent to the operation of any or all 
portions of new rate schedules, by a vote to that effect within 60 
days giving a reason o r statement of good cause for withholding 
t hat consent . If the Commission does not withhold consent, the new 
ra te s c hedules may be assumed in effect after 60 days . Because we 
have not completed our analysis of the utility's tariff filing, we 
find it appropriate to suspend Palm Coast's proposed service 
availability charges pending further investigation. 

Based on the foregoing, it ie 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that Palm 
Coast Utility Corporation's revised tari ff filing containing 
proposed increases in service availabi l i ty charges, filed on 
December 27, 1995, is hereby suspended . I t is further 

ORDERED that this docket shall remain open . 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this l.l..t..h 
day of Mareh , l.22i . 

BLANCA s . BAY6, Director 
Division o f Records and Report i ng 

( S EAL ) 

RKA 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINQS OR JYDICIAL REYIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commi••ion is requireo· uy Section 
120.59(4 ) , Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any 
admi nistrative hearing or j udicial review of Commission orders that 
is available under Sections 120 .57 or 120 .68 , Florida Statutes, as 
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. This notice 
should not be construed to mean all requests for an administra t i ve 
hearing or judici al review will '.:>e granted or result in the relief 
s ought. 

Any party adversely affected by this order, which is 
preliminary , procedural or intermediate in nature , may request : {l ) 
reconsideration within 10 days pursuant t o Rule 25 - 22 . 038 (2 ) , 
Flor i da Administrat i ve Code , if i ssued by a Prehearing Officer; (2) 
reconsideration within 15 days pursuant to Rule 25- 22. 060, Florida 
Administrat ive Code , if issued by the Commission; or (3) judicial 
r ev iew by t he Florida Supreme Court, in the case of an electric, 
ga s or telephone ut ility , or the First District Court of Appeal , in 
the case of a water or wastewater utility . A motion f o r 
reconsideration shal l be filed with t he Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting, i n the form prescribed by Rule 25-22 . 060, 
Florida Administrative Code. Judicial review of a prelimi nary, 
procedural or intermediate ruling or order is available if r eview 
of t he final action wi ll not provide an adequate remedy . Suc h 
r eview may be reques ted from the appropriate court, as described 
above , pursuant t o Rule 9 .100, Florida Rules of Appe l l a te 
Pr ocedure . 


