


BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In Re: Application for approval ) DOCKET NO. 951593-WS

of revised service availability | ORDER NO. PSC-96-0346-FOF-WS
chargea in Flagler County by ) ISSUED: March 11, 1996
Palm Coast Utllity Corporation )
)

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of
this matter:

SUSAN F. CLARK, Chalrman
J. TERRY DEASON
JOE GARCIA
JULIA L. JOHNSON
DIANE K. KIESLING

ORDER SUSPENDING REVISER SERVICE AVAILABILITY CHARGES
BY THE COMMISSION:

Palm Coast Utility Corporatlon {Palm Coast or utility) is a
Class A utility providing water and wastewater service for 121
customerse in Flagler County. According to its December 31, 1994
annual report, the utility was serving 14,617 water customers
{approximately 14,6846 equivalent residential connecticns {ERCe) and
5,868 wastewater customers {approximately 12,435 ERua). During the
twelve monthe ended December 31, 1994, the utility recorded
operating revenues of $6,1BB,768 for water service and $2,904,576
for wastewater garvice. 1t recorded operating income wap 5$747,192
and 5303,166, respectively, for water and wastewater service.

On December 27, 1995, the utllity filed an application for
authority tao increase its system capacity charges for water and
wastewater service pursuant to Section 367.101, Florida Statutes.
The filing fee was paid on December 27, 1995, which was designated
the official filing date for this proceeding pursuant to Section
367.083, Florida Statutes. The utility’s present service
availabiliry fees were established 1in Dockets Nos. B810485-wS and
840092-WS, Orders Nos., 12957 and 14174, issued Pebruary €, 1984 and
March 14, 1985, reepectively. The test year for this proceeding ina
the projected year 1995.

The utility ie requesting the following changes in ite service
availability charges: to increape ite water plant capacity fee

trom 5766 to $1,500 per ERC, and increase its wastewater plant
capacity fee from 51,466 to 51,600 per ERC.
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Pursuant to Rule 25-30.580, Florida Administrative Code, the
utility requested increasing its charges toward the guideline
maximumg based on the adjusted cost of plant in service established
for the projected year 1995 and contributions projected to be
received through the buildout years of the treatment plants. This
docket was opened concurrent with a rate increase application
pending in Docket No. 951056-WS.

Section 367.0%1(5), Florida Statutes, statea that the
Commission may withhold consent to the operation ¢of any or all
portions of new rate schedules, by a vote t¢ that effect within 60
days giving a reason or statement of good cause for withholding
that consent. If the Commission does not withhold consent, the new
rate scheduleas may be assumed in effect after 60 days. Because we
have not completed our analysis of the utility’s tariff filing, we
find it appropriate to suspend Palm Coast‘s proposed service
availability charges pending further investigation.

Based on the foregoing, it ie

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that Palm
Coagt Utility Corporation’s reviased tariff filing containing
proposed increases in eervice availability charges, filed on
December 27, 1995, 1is hereby suspended. It is further

ORDERED that thise docket shall remain open.

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commiseion, this 1lth
day of March, 199¢€.

BLANCA S. BAYO, Director
Division of Records and Reporting

by : %"
Chief, Qureau 5f Records
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