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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Re: Proposed Amendment to 
Rules 25-4.0161, 25-6.0131, 25-
7.0131 and 25-30.120, F.A.C., 
Relating to Regulatory 
Assessment Fees 

) DOCKET NO. 960366-PU 
) ORDER NO. PSC-96-0559-NOR-PU 
) ISSUED: April 26, 1996 
) 
) _______________________________ ) 

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of 
this matter: 

SUSAN F. CLARK, Chairman 
J. TERRY DEASON 

JOE GARCIA 
JULIA L. JOHNSON 

DIANE K. KIESLING 

NOTICE OF RQLEMAKING 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Florida Public Service 
Commis s i on, pursuant to Section 120. 54, Florida Statutes, has 
initiated rulemaking to amend Rules 25-4.0161, 25 - 6.0131, 25 - 7.0131 
and 25 - 30.120, Florida Administrative Code, relating to regulatory 
a ssessment fees . 

The attached Notice of Rulemaking will appear in the May 3, 
1996 edition of the Florida Administ rative Weekly. 

If timely requested, a hearing will be hel d at the following 
time and place: 

Fl orida Public Service Commission 
9 :30a.m., July 17, 1996 
Betty Easley Conference Center 
Room 152, 4075 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Written requests for hearing and written comments or 
suggestions on the rules must be received by the Director, Division 
of Records and Reporting, Florida Public Service Commission, 254 0 
Shumard Oak Blvd . , Tallahassee, FL 32399-0862, no later than May 
24, 1996 . 

OOCU~IE IH ~'l'M6E R -DATE 

0 4 7 7 3 APR 26 ~ 
FPSC - RECORPS/~EPORTING 



ORDER NO. PSC-96-0559-NOR-PU 
DOCKET NO. 960366-PU 
PAGE 2 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 26th 
day of April, ~· 

BLANCA S . BAY6, O:r tor 
Division of Records and Repor ting 

( SEAL ) 

DWC 
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 960366-PU 

RULE TITLE: 

Regulatory Assessment Fees; Telecommunications 

Companies 

RULE NO.: 

25-4.0161 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the amendments is to clarify 

that the date the regulatory assessment fee and return form must be 

filed or U.s. postmarked, if the due date falls on a Saturday, 

Sunday, or holiday, is the next business day fol lowing the 

Saturday, Sunday or holiday. Rule changes to implement 1995 

legislative revisions to section 364. 336 FS, are made to allow 

telecommunications companies who paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory assessment fees to file annually rat her than 

semiannually. The return forms are also revised to eliminate 

unnecessary of duplicative information. 

SUMMARY: Companies or utilities may file or U.S . postmark their 

regulatory assessment fees and return forms on the n~xt business 

day when the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday. 

Telecommunications companies that paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory assessment fees may file annually rather than 

semiannually. Return forms are simplified . 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 350.127(2) FS. 

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 350 . 113, 364.336, 364.337(4) FS. 

• 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE FPSC, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING, WITHIN 21 

DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE FOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF THE 

PROCEEDING. 

HEARING: IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A 

HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW : 

TIME AND DATE: 9:30A.M., July 17, 1996. 

PLACE: Room 152, Betty Easley Conference Center, 4075 Esplanade 

Way, Tallahassee, Florida. 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THIS RULE AND THE ECONOMIC 

IMPACT STATEMENT IS: Director of Appeals, Florida Public Service 

Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

THE FULL TEXT OF THE RULE IS: 

25-4 . 0161 Regulatory Assessment Pees; Telecommunications 

Companies. 

(1) As applicable and as provided ins. 350.113 FS s. 364.336, 

FS, and s. 364.337+4+ FS, each company shall remit a fee based upon 

its gross operating revenue as provided below . This fee shall be 

referred to as a regulatory assessment fee, and each company shall 

pay a regulatory assessment fee in the amount of 0.0015 .15 ef eRe 

peFeeRt of its gross operating revenues derived from intrastate 

business. For the purpose of determining this fee, each 

interexchange telecommunications company and each pay telephone 

company shall deduct from gross operating revenues amounts paid for 
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use of the local network to a telecommunications company providing 

local service. Regardless of the gross operating revenue of a 

company, a minimum annual regulatory assessment fee of $50 shall be 

imposed. 

(2) Telecommunications companies that owed gross regulatory 

assessment fees of $10.000 or more for the preceding calendar year 

shall pay the fee and remit the appropriate form twice a year. The 

regulatory assessment fee and appropriate form shall be filed no 

later than July 30 for the preceding period of January 1 through 

June 30. and no later than January 30 of the following year for the 

period of July 1 through December 31. Telecommunication companies 

that owed gross regulatory assessment fees of less than $10.000 for 

the preceding calendar year shall pay the fee and remit the 

appropriate form once a year. The regulatory assessment fee and 

appropriate form shall be filed no later than January 30 of the 

subsequent year for the current calendar year operations . 

Re!JUlatery assess!fteHt fees aHa tfie applicable reg1:1latery assessment 

fee ret1:1rH fen~~ are a1:1e eacfi Jan1:1ary 3 9 fer tfie preceaiH!J periea er 

aHy part ef tfie periea fre!ft J1:1ly 1 l:lHtil Dece!ftber 31 1 aHa eft J1:1ly 

39 fer tfie preceaiH!J periea er aHy part ef tfie periea fre!ft Jan1:1ary 

1 l:lHtil J1:1ne 39. 

(3) If the due date falls on a Saturday . Sunday. or legal 

holiday. the due date is extended to the next business day. If the 

fees are sent by registered mail. the date of the registration is 
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the United States Postal Service's postmark date . If the fees are 

sent by certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal 

employee. the date on the receipt is the United States Postal 

Service's postmark date . The postmarked certified mail receipt is 

evidence that the fees were delivered. Regulatory assessment fees 

are considered paid on the date they are post marked by the United 

States Postal Service or received and logged in by the Commission's 

Division of Administration in Tallahassee. Fees are considered 

timely paid if properly addressed. with sufficient p ostage . and 

p ostmarked no later than the due date . 

J...il. Commission Form PSC/CMU 25 (XX/XX) (1/91), entitled 

"Communication Company Regulatory Assessment Fee Re turn," 

applicable to local exchange telecommunications companies; Form 

PSC/CMU 26 (XX/XX) (12/91), entitled "Pay Telephone Service 

Provider Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; Form PSC/CMU 34 (XX/XX) 

(12/91) , entitled "Shared Tenant Service Provider Regulatory 

Assessment Fee Return"; Form PSC/CMU 153 (XX/XX) (12/91), entitled 

"Interexchange Company Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; and Form 

PSC/CMU 1 (XX/XX) (1/95), entitled "Alternative Access Vendor 

Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; and Form PSC/CMU 7 (XX/XX) 

(11/95), entitled "Alternative Local Exchange Company Regulatory 

Assessment Fee Return" are incorporated into this rule by reference 

and may be obtained from the Commission's Division of 

Administration . 
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l.2.l Each telecommunications company shall have up to and 

including the due date in which to submit the applicable form and: 

(a ) Remit the total amount of its fee7 or 

(b) Remit an amount which the company estimates is its. full 

fee~ 

(e) See IE aad reeeive frelft tfie Celftlftieeiea a 3 9 day eJEteaeiea ef 

ita dt:te date. 

J .. 21:+3-+ Where the company remits less than its full fee 

pt:tret:taat te et:teeeetiea (~) (e) ef tfiie rt:tle, the remainder of the 

full fee shall be due on or before the 30th day from the due date 

and shall, where the amount remitted was less than 90 percent of 

the total regulatory assessment fee, include interest as provided 

by subsection (8) (b) (S) (e) of this rule. 

111+4+ A company may reauest from the Division of 

Administration a 30-day extension of its due date for payment of 

regulatory assessment fees or for filing i t s return forrn . 

(a) The request for extension must be written and accompanied 

by a statement of good cause . 

(bl The request for extension must be received by the Division 

of Administration at least two weeks before the due date . 

~ Where a telecommunications company receives an a 39 day 

extension of its due date pursuant to et:teeeetiea (~) (e) ef this 

rule, ~ the telecommunications company shall remit a charge in 
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addition to the regulatory assessment fees, as set out in s. 

350.113(5) FS. 

(d) The return forms may be obtained from the Commission's 

Division of Administration. The failure of a telecommunications. 

company to receive a return form shall not excuse the company from 

its obligation to timely remit the regulatory assessment fees. 

~~ The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission 

from the telecommunications company pursuant to the provisions of 

s . 350.113 FS, and this rule, begins with the first calendar day 

after any date established as the due date either by operation of 

this rule or by an extension pursuant to this rule. 

(a) A penalty, as set out ins. 350.113 FS, shall apply to any 

such delinquent amounts. 

(b) Interest at the rate of 12 percent per annum shall apply 

to any such delinquent amounts. 

Specific Authority: 350.127(2) PS. 

Law Implemented: 350.113, 364.336, 364.337(4) PS. 

History: New 5-18-83, formerly 25 -4.161, Amended 10-16-86, 1-1-91, 

12-29-91, 1-8-95, 12-26-95, 

NAME OF PERSONS ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Dale Mailhot and Mike 

Lake . 

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON(S) WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: 

Florida Public Service Commission. 

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED: April 16, 1996 
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If any person decides to appeal any decision of the Commission with 

respect to any matter considered at the rulemaking hearing, if 

held, a record of the hearing is necessary . The appellant must 

ensure that a verbatim record, including testimony and evidence 

forming the basis of the appeal is made. The Commission usually 

makes a verbatim record of rulemaking hearings. 

Any person requiring some accommodation at this hearing because o f 

a physical impairment should call the Division of Records and 

Reporting at (904) 413-6770 at least five calendar days prior to 

the hearing . If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact 

the Flori da Public Service Commission using the Florida Relay 

Service, which can be reached at: 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO . 960366-PU 

RULE TITLE: 

Regulatory Assessment Fees: Investor-owned 

Electric Companies, and municipal Electric 

Utilities, Rural Electric Cooperatives 

RULE NO. : 

25-6 . 0131 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the amendments is to clarify 

that the date the regulatory assessment fee and return form must be 

filed or U.S. postmarked, if the due date falls on a Saturday, 

Sunday, or holiday, is the next business day following the 

Saturday, Sunday or holiday. Rule changes to implement 1995 

legislative revisions to section 364.336 FS, are made to allow 

telecommunications companies who paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory assessment fees to file annually rather than 

semiannually. The return forms are also revised to eliminate 

unnecessary of duplicative information. 

SUMMARY: Companies or utilities may file or U.S . pos=mark their 

regulatory assessment fees and return forms on the next business 

day when the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday. 

Telecommunications companies that paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory assessment fees may file annually rather than 

semiannually. Return forms are simplified. 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 350.127(2) FS. 

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 350.113 FS. 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE FPSC, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING, WITHIN 21 

DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE FOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF THE 

PROCEEDING . 

HEARING: IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A 

HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

TIME AND DATE: 9:30A.M., July 17, 1996 

PLACE: Room 152,· ·Betty Easley Conference Center, 4075 Esplanade 

Way, Tallahassee, Florida. 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THIS RULE AND THE ECONOMIC 

IMPACT STATEMENT IS: Director of Appeals, Florida Public Service 

Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

THE FULL TEXT OF THE RULE IS: 

25-6.0131 Regulatory Assessment Fees; Investor-owned Electric 
·~ 

Companies, Municipal Electric Utilitiea, Rural Electric 

Cooperatives. 

(1) As applicable and as provided ins. 350.113 FS (1985), 

each company, utility, or cooperative shall remit to the Commission 

a fee based upon its gross operating revenue. This fee shall be 

referred to as a regulatory assessment fee. Regardless of the gross 

operating revenue of a company, a minimum annual regulatory 

assessment f ee of $25 shall be imposed. 

(a) OA JaA~ary 30, 199~ 1 eaeh iAveetor oWAea eleetrie eompaAy 

shall pay a re~lator}' aeeeeemeAt fee iA the amo~At of o.os pereeAt 
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of ~roo a o~eratiH!'J re .. ·ea\:leo Eierivea fro"' iatraotate b\:loiaeoo, 

exel\:laiH!'J oaleo for resale betweea ~\:lblie \:ltilitieo, lft\:lHiei~al 

eleetrie \:ltilitieo aaa r\:lral eleetrie eoo~erativeo or aay 

combination thereof. Be!:JinaiH!'J ea J\:lly 39, 1992 aaa eoatil"l\:lia~ 

thereafter, eaeh ~ investor-owned electric company shall pay a 

regulatory assessment fee in the amount of 0.000833 9.98339 ~ereent 

of gross operating revenues derived from intrastate business , 

exc luding sales for resale between public utilities, municipal 

e lectr ic utilitiesL and rural electric cooperatives or any 

combination thereof. 

(b ) Each municipal electric utility and rural electric 

cooperative shall pay a regulatory assessment fee in the amount of 

0.00015625 oae oi>cty fo\:lrth of oae ~ereeat of its gross operating 

revenues derived from intrastate business, excluding sales for 

resale between public utilities, municipal electric utilitiesL and 

rural cooperatives or any combination thereof. 

(2) Regulatory assessment fees are due each January 30 for the 

preceding period or any part of the period from July 1 until 

December 31, and on July 30 for the preceding period or any part of 

the period from January 1 until June 30. 

(3) If the due date falls on a Saturday. Sunday. or a holiday. 

the due date is extended to the next business day. If the fees are 

s ent by regist ered mail. the date of the registration is the Unite d 

Stat es Postal Service's postmark date. If the fees are sent by 

.. 
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certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal employee. 

the date on the receipt is the United States Postal Service's 

postmark date. The postmarked certified mail receipt is evidence 

that the fees were delivered. Regulatory assessment fees are 

considered paid on the date they are postmarked by the United 

States Postal Service or received and logged in by the Commission's 

Division of Administration in Tallahassee. Fees are considered 

timely paid if properly addressed. with sufficient postage and 

postmarked no later than the due date. 

(4) Commission Form PSC/APM 68 (XX/XX). entitled "Investor-

Owned Electric Utility Regulatory Assessment Fee Retur n"; Form 

PSC/ ADM 69 (XX/XX) . entitled "Municipal Electric Utility Regulat ory 

Assessment Fee Return"; and Form PSC/APM 70 (XX/XX). entitled 

"Rural Electric Cooperative Regulatory Assessment Fee Return" are 

incorporated into this rule by reference and may be obtained from 

the Commission's Division of Administration. The failure of a 

utility to receive a return form shall not excuse the utility from 

its obligation to timely remit the regulatory assessment fees. 

~Each company, utility, or cooperative shall have up to and 

including the due date in which to: 

(a) Remit the total amount of its fee, or 

(b) Remit an amount which the company, utility, or cooperative 

estimates is its full fee~ 
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(e) 6ee1t afta reeei".•e from tfie Commieeioft a 39 aay extefteioft of 

ita a\:le date. 

~~Where the company, utility, or cooperative r emits less 

than its full fee ~\:lre\:laftt to e~eeetioft (2) (e) of tfiie R\:lle, the• 

remainder of the full fee shall be due on or before the 30th day 

from the due date and shall, ' where the amount remitted was less 

than 90% pe rcent of the total regulatory assessment fee, include 

interest as provided by subsection (8) (b) (S) (e) of this Rule. 

l1l-f.4+ A company may reauest from the Pi vis ion of 

Administration a 30-day extension of its due date for payment of 

regulatory assessment fees or for fil i ng its return form. 

(a) The request for extension must be written and accompanied 

by a statement of good cause. 

(b) The request for extension must be received by the Divisio n 

of Administration at least two weeks before the due date . 

1£1 Where a company, utility, or cooperative receives 2n a 

39 aay extension of its due date pursuant to e~eeetioft (2) (e) of 

this rule, then the ent ity shall remit a charge in addition to the 

regulatory assessment fee, as set out in s . 350 . 113~ FS (1985). 

~~ The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission 

from the company, utility, or cooperative pursuant to the 

provisions of s. 350.113 FS (1985) and this rule, begins with the 

first calendar day after any date established as the due date 
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either by operation of this rule or by an extension pursuant to 

this rule. 

(a ) A penalty, as set out ins. 350 . 113 FS (1985) sha ll apply 

to any such delinquent amounts. 

(b) Interest at the rate of 12% percent per annum shall apply 

to any such delinquent amounts . 

Specific Authority: 350.127(2) FS. 

Law Implemented: 350.113 FS. 

History: New 5-18-83, Amended 2-9 - 84, formerly 25-6.131, Amended 

6-18-86, 10-16-86, 3-7-89, 2-19-92~--------

NAME OF PERSONS ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Dale Mailhot and Mike 

Lake. 

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON(S) WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE : 

Florida Public Service Commission . 

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED: April 16, 1996 

If any person decides to appeal any decision of the Commission with 

respect to any matter considered at the rulemaking heari ng, if 

held, a record of the hearing is necessary. The appellant must 

ensure that a verbatim record, including testimony and evidence 

f orming the basis of the appeal is made. The Commission usually 

makes a verbatim record of rulemaking hearings . 

Any person requiring some accommodation at this hearing because of 

a physical impairment should call the Division of Records and 

Reporti ng at (904 ) 413-6770 at least five calendar days prior to 
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.. l . , 0 

the hearing. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact 

the Florida Public Service Commission using the Florida Relay 

Service, which can be reached at : 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO . 960366-PU 

RULE TITLE: 

Regulatory Assessment Fees; Gas Utilities, 

Gas Municipals, and Gas Districts 

RULE NO.: 

25-7.0131 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the amendments is to clarify 

that the date the regulatory assessment fee and return form must be 

filed or U.S . ~b~tmarked, if the due date falls on a Saturday, 

Sunday, or holiday, is the next business day following the 

Saturday, Sunday or holiday . Rule changes to implement 1995 

legislative revisions to section 364.336 FS, are made to allow 

telecommunications companies who paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory asses sment fees to file annually rather than 

semiannually. The return forms are also revised to eliminat~ 

unnecessary of duplicative information . 

SUMMARY: Companies or utilities may file or U.S . postmark their 

regulatory assessment fees and return forms on the next ousi ness 

day when the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday . 

Telecommunications companies that paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory assessment fees may file annually rather than 

semiannually. Return forms are simplified . 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY : 350 . 127(2), 366.24 FS . 

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 350.113, 366.14 FS. 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE FPSC, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING, WITHIN 21 

DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE FOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF THE 

PROCEEDING. 

HEARING: IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A 

HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

TIME AND DATE : 9:30A.M., July 17, 1996 

PLACE: Room 152, Betty Easley Conference Center, 4075 Esplanade 

Way, Tallahassee, Florida . 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THIS RULE AND THE ECONOMIC 

IMPACT STATEMENT IS: Director of Appeals, Florida Public Service 

Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

THE FULL TEXT OF THE RULE IS: 

25-7.0131 Regulatory Assessment Pees; Gas Utilities, Gas 

Municipals, and Gas Districts. 

(1) As applicable and as provided in s . 350 . 113 FS (1985) and 

s . 366.14 FS 1989), each gas utility, municipal, or gas district 

shall remit a fee based upon its gross operating revenue. This fee 

shall be referred to as a regulatory assessment fee~ Regardless of 

the gross operating revenue of a company, a minimum annual 

regulatory assessment fee of $25 shall be imposed . 

(a) Each investor-owned gas utility shall pay a regulatory 

assessment fee in the amount of 0 . 00375 9.375 pereeat of its gross 

operating revenue derived from intrastate business, excluding sales 

.. 
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for resale between public utilities, municipal gas utilities, and 

gas districts or any combination thereof. 

(b) Each municipal or gas district shall pay a regulatory 

assessment fee in the amount of 0. 001919 9.1919 pereeat of its 

gross operating revenue derived from intrastate business, excluding 

sales for resale between public utilities, municipal gas utilities, 

and gas district or any combination thereof. 

(2) Regulatory assessment fees are due each January 30 for the 

preceding period or any part of the period from July 1 until 

December 31, and on July 30 for the preceding period or any part of 

the period from January 1 until June 30. 

(3) If the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a legal 

holiday, the due date is extended to the next business day . If the 

fees are sent by registered mail, the date of the registration is 

the United States Postal Service's postmark date. If the fees are 

sent by certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal 

employee. the date and the receipt is the United States Postal 

Service's postmark date. The postmarked certified mail receipt is 

evidence that the fees were delivered. Regulatory assessment fees 

are considered paid on the date they are postmarked by the United 

States Postal Seryice or received and logged in by the Commission's 

Division of Administration in Tallahassee. Fees are considered 

timely paid if properly addressed. with sufficient postage and 

postmarked no later than the due date. 
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(4) Commission Form PSC/APM 67 (XX/XX), entitled "Investor-

Owned Natural Gas Utility Regulatory Assessment Fee Return" and 

Form PSC/ADM 71 (XX/XX), entitled "Gas Municipal or Gas District 

Regulatory Assessment Fee Return" are incorporated into this rule• 

by reference and may be obtained from the Commission's Division of 

Administration. The failure of a utility to receive a return form 

shall not excuse the utility from its obligation to timely remit 

the regulatory assessment fees . 1'fie re!JI:llatory aeeeeelftent feee 

efial l be relftitted witfi tfie Colftlftieeion'e Reg~latory ~eeeeelftent Fee 

Ret~rn forlft PSC/E~C 3, PSC/&hC or PSC/SJ.C (Rev. ) wfiiefi 

are fiereby incorporated by reference. 

121 Each utility, municipal, and gas district shall have up to 

and including the due date in which to : 

(a) Remit the total amount of its feeT or 

(b) Remit an amount which the utility, municipal, or gas 

district estimates is its full fee~ 

(e) Seelt ana receive frolft tfie Colftlftieeioft a 30 day extension of 

ita d~e date . 

~~ Where the utility, municipal, or gas district remits 

less than its full fee p~re~aftt to e~beeetioft (a) (b) of tfiie r~le, 

the remainder of the full fee shall be due on or before the 30th 

day from the due date and shall, where the amount remitted was less 

than 90% percent of the total regulatory assessment fee, include 

interest as provided by subsection (8) (b) (5) (b) of this rule. 
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l1l+4+ A utility. municipal. or gas district may request from 

the Division of Administration a 30-day extension of its due date 

for pavment of reaulatorv assessment fees or for filing its return 

form. 

(a) The request for extension must be written and accompanied 

by a statement of good cause. 

(b) The request for extension must be received by the Division 

of Administration at least two weeks before the due date. 

l£L Where a utility, municipal, or gas district receives an a 

30 day extension of its due date pursuant to e~beeetiea (2) (e) ef 

this rule, then the utility, municipal, or gas district shall remit 

a charge in addition to the regulatory assessment fee, as set out 

in s. 350.113~ FS (1985). 

~~ The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission 

from the utility, municipal, or gas district pursuant to the 

provisions of s . 350.113 FS (1985) and this rule, begins with the 

first calendar day after any date established as the due date 

either by operation of this rule or by an extension pursuant to 

this rule . 

(a) A penalty, as set out ins. 350.113 FS (1985) shall apply 

to any such delinquent amounts. 

(b) Interest at the rate of 12% percent per annum shall apply 

to any such delinquent amounts. 

Specific Authority: 350.127(2), 366.14 PS. (1989) 
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Law Implemented: 350.113, 366.14 FS. (1989) 

History: New 5-18-83, for.merly 25-7.131, Amended 10-16-86, 4-25-90L 

NAME OF PERSONS ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE : Dale Mailhot and Mike 

Lake. 

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON(S) WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: 

Florida Public Service Commission. 

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED: April 16, 1996 

If any person decides to appeal any decision of the Commission with 

respect t o any matter considered at the rulemaking hearing, if 

held, a record of the hearing is nec essary. The appellant must 

ensure that a verbatim record, including testimony and evidence 

forming the basis of the appeal is made. The Commission usually 

makes a verbatim record of rulemaking hearings . 

Any person requiring some accommodation at this hearing because of 

a physical impairment should call the Division of Records and 

Reporting at (904) 413-6770 at least five calendar days prior to 

the hearing . If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact 

the Florida Public Service Commission using the Florida Relay 

Service, which can be reached at: 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 960366-PU 

RULE TITLE: 

Regulatory Assessment Fees; Water and 

Wastewater Utilities 

RULE NO.: 

25-30 . 120 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the amendments is to clarify 

that the date the regulatory assessment fee and return form must be 

filed or U. S. postmarked, if the due date falls on a Saturday, 

Sunday, or holiday, is the next business day following the 

Saturday, Sunday or holiday. Rule changes to implement 1995 

legislative revisions to section 364.336 FS, are made to a l low 

telecommunications companies who paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory assessment fees to file annually rather than 

semiannually . The return forms are also revised to eliminate ., 
unnecessary of duplicative information. 

SUMMARY: Companies or utilities may file or U.S. postmar k their 

regulatory assessment fees and return forms on the nexc business 

day when the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday. 

Telecommunications companies that paid less than $10,000 in 

regulatory assessment fees may file annually rather than 

semiannually. Return forms are simplified. 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 350 . 127(2) FS. 

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 350.113 FS . 
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WRITTEN COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED RULE MAY BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE FPSC, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING, WITHIN 21 

DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE FOR INCLUSION IN THE RECORD OF THE 

PROCEEDING. 

HEARING: IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A 

HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

TIME AND DATE: 9:30A.M., July 17, 1996 

PLACE: Room 152, Betty Easley Conference Center, 4075 Esplanade 

Way, Tallahassee, Florida. 

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THIS RULE AND THE . ECONOMIC 

IMPACT STATEMENT IS: Director of Appeals, Florida Public Service 

Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399. 

THE FULL TEXT OF THE RULE IS: 

25-30.120 Regulatory Assessment Pees; Water and Wastewater 

Utilities. 

(1) As applicable and as provided in s . 350 . 113 FS (1985), 

each utility shall remit a fee based upon its gross operating 

revenue. This fee shall be referred to as a regulatory asses~ment 

fee . For the year eegi:rmiRg JaRuary 1; 1990 each utility ehall flay 

a regulatory aeeeeelfteRt fee iR the alftouRt of two aRe oRe hal f 

fjerceRt of ite groee reveRuee Serivee frO!ft iRtraetate SUSiReee for 

the firet eix lftORthe of that year aRe four aRe oRe half f!CrceRt fer 

the eecoR8 eix lftORthe of that year . Thereafter, eegiRRiRg JaAuary 

1; 1991 each utility shall pay a regulatory assessment fee in the 
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amount of 0. 04 5 of its gross revenues derived from intrastate 

business four ana one Aalf ~ereent for tAe entire year. The gross 

revenues reported for regulatory assessment fee purposes must agree 

with the amount reported as operating revenue on Schedule F-3 of 

the Operating Statement in the company's Annual Report, filed in 

a c cordance with Rule 25 - 30 . 110, F.A.C. A minimum annual regulatory 

assessment fee of $25 shall be imposed if there are no revenues o r 

if revenues are insufficient to generate a minimum annual fee. 

Regardleoo of tAe grooo o~erating revenue of a utility, a MiniMuM 

annual regulatory assessMent fee of e2s oAall se i~ooea . 

(2) The obligation to remit the r e gulatory assessment fees for 

any year shall apply to any utility which is subject to this 

Commission's jurisdiction on or before December 31 of that year or 

for any part of that year, whether or not the utility has actually 

applied for o r been issued a certificate. 

(a ) Re gulatory assessment fees shall be filed with the 

Commission on or before March 31 for the preceding year ended 

December 31. Commission Form PSC/WAW 10 Cxx/XX) entitled "Water 

System Regulatory Assessment Fee Return" and Commission Form 

PSC/WAW 17 (XX/XX) entitled "Wastewater System Regulatory 

Assessment Fee Return" are incorporated into this rule by reference 

.2.lli! 'fAe GOiftlftioaion oAall 1 sy January 15 of eaeA year, oena one 

slanl£ eOf3Y of tfte Re~latory A-ooeeolftent Fee ReturB forM (PSG W.'\:8 10 

or PSG WAS 17), WAieA io iBeo~oratea sy refereBee iBto tAio rule, 
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to eaefi ~tility . The forMe may be obtained from the Commission's 

Division of Administration. The failure of a utility to receive a 

return form shall not excuse the utility from its obligation to 

timely remit the regulatory assessment fees. 

(b) Regulatory assessment fees are considered paid on the date 

they are postmarked by the United States Postal Service or received 

and logged in by the Commission's Division of Administration in 

Tallahassee. Fees are considered timely paid if properly addressed, 

with sufficient postage and postmarked no later than the due date . 

( 3 ) If the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a legal 

holiday, the due date is extended to the next business day. If the 

fees are sent by registered mail, the date of the registra tion is 

the United States Postal Service's postmark date. If the fees are 

sent by certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal 

employee, the date on the receipt is the United States Postal 

Service's postmark date. The postmarked certified mail receipt is 

evidence that the fees were delivered . 

lil Each utility shall have up to and including the due date 

in which to: 

1. Remit the total amount of its fee1 or 

2. Remit an amount which the utility estimates is its 

full fee.,-e-P 

3 . SeelE aftd receive froM the B~rea~ Chief of the DivieioB 

of AdMiBietratioft a 39 day extefteioft of its d~e date . The 

.. 
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re~eat fer extesaies m~at ee writtes asd aeeem~asied ey 

a atatemest ef geed eaHae. ~he re~eat fer extesaies m~at 

be reeeived ey the Diviaies ef Admisiatraties withis five 

werltisg days eefere the Eitle date. 

121~ Any utility that purchases water or wastewater 

treatment from another utility regulated by the Florida Public 

Service Commission is allowed to deduct the annual expense for 

purchased water or wastewater treatment from its gross operating 

revenues before calculating the amount of the regulatory assessment 

fees due a eredit eft the reg'=llatery aaaesamest fees ~aid te the 

FPSC. Fer tfie year begiRftiRg cJaR'=I:aFy 1, 1999, tfie eretiiE a fiall be 

ealeulated ey multi~lyisg .935 times tfie aflflual ameust ~aid te the 

ether re~~lated utility fer ~HFehaaed water er wastewater 

treatmeftt. ~hereafter, the eredit shall ee ealeulated ey 

m~lti~lyisg . 945 times the aftHHal ameuftt ~aid te the ether 

regHlated utility fer ~urefiaae waterer wastewater treatmest . ~hie 

eredit may ee dedueted assually frem tfie ameust ewed te the 

Cemmieaies ~HFBHaRt te eeeties 359.113 1 Flerida Statutes. 

ill-+4+ A utility may request from the Division of 

Administration a 30-day extension of its due date for payment of 

regulatory assessment fees or for filing its return. 

(a) The request for extension must be written and accompanied 

by a statement of good cause. 
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(b) The request for extension must be received by the pivision 

of Administration at least two weeks before the due date. 

l£l Where a utility receives a 30-day extension of its due 

date pursuant to e~eeetieft (2) (e}3 ef this rule, ~the utility 

shall remit a charge in addition to the regulatory a ssessment fee, 

set out in s. 350.113~ FS (1985) ae fellewe. 

(a) .75 ~ereeftt ef the fee te ee reffiitte~ fer aft extefteieft ef 

15 ~aye er leee, er 

(e) a eharge ef 1.5 ~ereeftt ef the fee fer aft elctefteieft ef 16 

te 30 ~aye. 

(e) Ne ether ~eftalty er ifttereet shall ee eelleete~ if the 

a~~itieftal eharge ie reffiitte~ wi thift the extefteieft tiffie graftte~. 

ill~ The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission 

from the utility pursuant to the provisions of s . 350.113 FS 

(1985), and this rule, begins with the first calendar day after any 

date established as the due date either by operation of this rule 

or by an extension pursuant to this rule. 

(a) Pursuant to s . 350 . 113~ FS, a penalty shall be assessed 

against any utility that fails to pay its regulatory assessment fee 

by March 31, in the following manner: 

1. ~ 5 percent of the fee if the failure is for not 

more than 30 days, with an additional ~ 5 percent for 

each additional 30 days or fraction thereof during the 



. . . , . ' . . ~ ,f: . ,. .. 
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time in which the failure continues, not to exceed a 

total penalty of 25 percent. 

2. The amount of interest to be charged is one percent H 

for each thirty days or fraction thereof, not to exceed 

a total of 12 percent % per annum. 

(b) In addition to the penalties and interest otherwise 

provided, the Commission may impose an additional penalty upon a 

utility f o r failure to pay regulatory assessment fees in a timely 

manne r in accordance with s. 367.161 FS. 

~~Any utility which requests and receives an extension of 

not more than 30 days ~ aft6 remits, by the due date, an estimated 

fee payment of at least 90 percent % of the actual fee due shall 

not be charged interest or penalty on the balance due if paid 

within the extension period . 
·': 

121~ Any utility which fails to pay a penalty within 30 days 

after its assessment by the Commission shall be subject to interest 

applied to the penalty up t o and including the date of payment of 

the penalty. Such interest shall be compounded monthly, based on 

the 30-day commercial paper rate for high-grade, unsecured notes 

sold through dealers by major corporations in multiples of $1,000 

as regularly published in the Wall Street Journal. 

Specific Authority: 350.127(2) FS. 

Law Implemented: 350.113 FS. 
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History: New 5-18-83, for.merly 25-10.24, Amended 10-16-86, 

Transferred from 25-10.024 and Amended 11-9-86, Amended 2-8-90L--

NAME OF PERSONS ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE : Dale Mailhot and Mike 

Lake. 

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON (S) WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: 

Florida Public Service Commission . 

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED : April 16, 1996 

If any person decides to appeal any decision of the Commission with 

respect to any matter considered at t he rulemaking hearing, if 

held , a record of the hearing is necessary . The appellant must 

ensure that a verbatim record, including testimony and evidence 

forming the basis of the appeal is made . The Commission usually 

makes a verbatim record of rulemaking hearings . 

Any person requiring some accommodation at this hearing because of 

a physical i mpairment should call the Division of Records and 

Reporting at (904) 413-6770 at least five calendar days prior t o 

the he aring . If y ou are hearing or speech impaired, please contact 

the Florida Public Service Commi ssion using the Florida Relay 

Service, which can be reached at : 1-800- 955-8771 (TDD). 
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