BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. 960366-PU
ORDER NO. PSC-96-0786-FOF-PU
ISSUED: June 17, 1996

In Re: Proposed Amendments to )
Rules 25-4.0161, 25-6.0131, 25- )
7.0131 and 25-30.120, F.A.C., )
Relating to Regulatory )
Assessment Fees )

)

TIC

NOTICE is hereby given that the Florida Public Service
Commission, pursuant to Section 120.54, Florida Statutes, has
adopted the amendments to Rules 25-4.0161, 25-6.0131, 25-7.0131,
and 25-30.120, Florida Administrative Code, relating to regulatory
assessment fees, without changes.

The rule amendments were filed with the Department of State on

June 17, 1996 and will be effective on July 8, 1996. A copy of the
rule as filed with the Secretary of State is attached to this

Notice.
This docket is closed upon issuance of this notice.

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 17th
day of June, 1896.

S, Y

BLANCA S. BAYO, Director
Division of Records & Reporting

(SEAL)

DWC

DOCUMEN! N MUY -DATE
J6500 JuwI78

FPSC~RECCRLUS/REPORTING
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25-4.0161 Regulatory Assessment Fees; Telecommunications
Companies.

(1) As applicable and as provided in s. 350.113, F.S. s.
364.336, F.S., and s. 364.33744), F.S., each company shall remit a
fee based upon its gross operating revenue as provided below. This
fee shall be referred to as a regulatory assessment fee, and each
company shall pay a regulatory assessment fee in the amount of
0.0015 —35—ef-ene—pereent of its gross operating revenues derived
from intrastate business. For the purpose of determining this fee,
each interexchange tglecommunications company and each pay
telephone company shall deduct from gross operating revenues
amounts paid for use of the local network to a telecommunications
company providing local service. Regardless of the gross operating
revenue of a company, a minimum annual regulatory assessment fee of

$50 shall be imposed.

(2) communicati om i ha w lator
ass ment fees of 00 or m f Y i c ar
1 £ d f wi e
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appropriate fo once a ar The regqul a m and
appropriate form shall i r he
subsegquent ear for urrent lendar

(3) If the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal

holiday, the due date is extended to the next business day. If the

fees ar ent registe mail h he registration is
the United States Postal rvice’ stmark date. If the fees are
sent by certified mail an he recei is postmark a postal

employee, the date on the receipt is the United States Postal

Service’s stmark date. T a ifd mail receipt is
evidence that th e W iv . R m s
are considered paid o d ost marke h nited
States Postal Service or received and logged in by the Commission’s
Division of Administration in Tallahassee. Fees are considered
imel id i r addressed, wi ufficien e nd

postmarked no later than the due date.
(4) Commission Form PSC/CMU 25 (7/96) +43/93), entitled

"Communication Company Regulatory Assessment Fee Return, "

applicable to local exchange telecommunications companies; Form
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PSC/CMU 26 (7/96) 432493}, entitled "Pay Telephone Service Provider
Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; Form PSC/CMU 34 (7/96) 32453+,
entitled "Shared Tenant Service Provider Regulatory Assessment Fee
Return"; Form PSC/CMU 153 (7/96) 432493}, entitled "Interexchange
Company Regulatory Assessment Fee Return"; and Form PSC/CMU 1
(7/96) 43495y, entitled "Alternative Access Vendor Regulatory
Assessment Fee Return"; and Form PSC/CMU 7 (7/96) +33/55), entitled
"Alternative Local Exchange Company Regulatory Assessment Fee
Return" are incorporated into this rule by reference and may be

obtained from the Commission’s Division of Administration.

(5) Each telecommunications company shall have up to and

including the due date in which to submit the applicable form and:

(a) Remit the total amount of its fee+ or

(b) Remit an amount which the company estimates is its full
fee—ex

{er—Seek—and reeceive—from—the—Commissiona—30—day—extension
ef—itodue—date.

(6)43) Where the company remits less than its full fee

pursuant—te—subseetion—{2){b}—ef—this—rulte, the remainder of the
full fee shall be due on or before the 30th day from the due date
and shall, where the amount remitted was less than 90 percent of

the total regulatory assessment fee, include interest as provided

by subsection (8) (b)+45)++tk) of this rule.
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(7) 443 A com ma re st m h ivision f
Administration a 30-da xtension of it date f a £ of
requlato assessment f r for filing i ret

(a) The request for ex ion must be writ

by a statement of good cause.

(b) The reguest for extension must be received by the

Division of Administration at least two weeks b re the te.

(c) Where a telecommunications company receives an D G—tdiy
extension of its due date pursuant to subseetien—{2)3ter—ef this
rule, then the telecommunications company shall remit a charge in
addition to the regulatory assessment fees, as set out in s.

350.113(5), F.S.

(d) The return £ S ma i fro e Commission's
Division of Administration. he fai f a m i ions
company to receive a return form shall not excuse the company from
its obligation t im remi r a

(8) 45+ The delinqguency of any amount due to the Commission

from the telecommunications company pursuant to the provisions of
s. 350.113, F.S., and this rule, begins with the first calendar day
after any date established as the due date either by operation of
this rule or by an extension pursuant to this rule.

(a) A penalty, as set out in s. 350.113, F.S., shall apply to

any such delinguent amounts.
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(b) Interest at the rate of 12 percent per annum shall apply

to any such delinquent amounts.

Specific Authority: 350.127(2), F.S.

Law Implemented: 350.113, 364.336, 364.337(4), 9.8,

History: New 5/18/83, formerly 25-4.161, Amended 10/16/86, 1/1/91,
12/29/91, 1/8/95, 12/26/95, 7/8/96.

25-6.0131 Regulatory Assessment Fees; Investor-owned Electric
Companies, Municipal Electric Utilities, Rural Electric
Cooperatives.

(1) As applicable and as provided in s. 350.113, F.S. 43985},
each company, utility, or cooperative shall remit to the Commission
a fee based upon its gross operating revenue. This fee shall be
referred to as a regulatory assessment fee. Regardless of the

gross operating revenue of a company, a minimum annual regulatory

assessment fee of $25 shall be imposed.

(a) en-Januvary-36—31992 —~cachinvestor—owned-eleectriccompany

thereafter—eaeh Each investor-owned electric company shall pay a
regulatory assessment fee in the amount of 0.000833 6-68336-pereent

of gross operating revenues derived from intrastate business,
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excluding sales for resale between public utilities, municipal
electric wutilities, and rural electric cooperatives or any

combination thereof.

(b) Each municipal electric utility and rural electric
cooperative shall pay a regulatory assessment fee in the amount of

0.00015625 erne—sixty—feourth—of-one—pereent of its gross operating

revenues derived from intrastate business, excluding sales for

resale between public utilities, municipal electric utilities, and
rural cooperatives or any combination thereof.

(2) Regulatory assessment fees are due each January 30 for
the preceding period or any part of the period from July 1 until
December 31, and on July 30 for the preceding period or any part of
the period from January 1 until June 30.

(3) If the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a

holida he due date is ex d X i : f the
fees a sen i i i ation is
the Unite tate a ice’ ate.

n ifi i d th i i tal

Division of Administra
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timel aid if erl ed, wi uffici
postmarked no later than the due date.

(4) Commission Form PSC/ADM 68 (7/96), entitled "Investor-
Owned EI1 ric Utild R a A Return";
PSC/ADM 6 7/96 itled " ici i ili R or
Assessment Fee Return"; ADM 70 (7 itled "Rural
Electric Cooperativ Regulat s men Return" ar
incorporated into this ru referen n btai from
the Commission’s Division mi
utility t iv Turn form shall xcuse ility from
its obligation to tim emit ment fec

(5) Each company, utility, or cooperative shall have up to
and including the due date in which to:

(a) Remit the total amount of its fees or

(b) Remit an amount which the company, utility, or
cooperative estimates is its full fee;—er

4e)—Seek—and—reeceivefrom—theCommission—a30—day—extensien
ef—its—due—date.

(6)43> Where the company, utility, or cooperative remits
less than its full fee pursuvant—te—subseetion—{2H{b}—of—this—Rule,
the remainder of the full fee shall be due on or before the 30th
day from the due date and shall, where the amount remitted was less
than 90% percent of the total regulatory assessment fee, include

interest as provided by subsection (8) (b)«45}+tb) of this Rule.
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(7) 44> compan m st ivision of
Administration a 30-da xtension i u t r paymen f

requlatory assessment f

(a) The request for extension must be wri nd a mpanie
by a statement of od cause

(b) The regue for extension mus
Division of Administratio le wo weeks h date.

(c) Where a company, utility, or cooperative receives an &
36—day extension of its due date pursuant to subseetion—t2itei—ef
this rule, then the entity shall remit a charge in addition to the
regulatory assessment fee, as set out in s. 350.113453, F.S.
43985+

(8)45+ The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission
from the company, utility, or cooperative pursuant to the
provisions of s. 350.113, F.S. +3985) and this rule, begins with
the first calendar day after any date established as the due date
either by operation of this rule or by an extension pursuant to
this rule.

(a) A penalty, as set out in s. 350.113, F.S. +3585) shall
apply to any such delinquent amounts.

(b) Interest at the rate of 12% percent per annum shall apply
to any such delinquent amounts.
Specific Authority: 350.127(2), F.S.

Law Implemented: 350.113, F.S.
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History: New 5/18/83, Amended 2/9/84, formerly 25-6.131, Amended
6/18/86, 10/16/86, 3/7/89, 2/19/92, 7/8/96.

25-7.0131 Regulatory Assessment Fees; Gas Utilities, Gas
Municipals, and Gas Districts.

(1) As applicable and as provided in s. 350.113, F.S. 3585
and s. 366.14, F.S. 198%), each gas utility, municipal, or gas
district shall remit a fee based upon its gross operating revenue.
This fee shall be referred to as a regulatory assessment fee.
Regardless of the gross operating revenue of a company, a minimum
annual regulatory assessment fee of $25 shall be imposed.

(a) Each investor-owned gas utility shall pay a regulatory
assessment fee in the amount of 0.00375 &3%5—pereent of its gross
operating revenue derived from intrastate business, excluding sales
for resale between public utilities, municipal gas utilities, and
gas districts or any combination thereof.

(b) Each municipal or gas district shall pay a regulatory
assessment fee in the amount of 0.001919 &—3939—pereent of its
gross operating revenue derived from intrastate business, excluding
sales for resale between public utilities, municipal gas utilities,
and gas district or any combination thereof.

(2) Regulatory assessment fees are due each January 30 for
the preceding period or any part of the period from July 1 until
December 31, and on July 30 for the preceding period or any part of

the period from January 1 until June 30.
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(3) If the due date £ s on _a Sa Y lega

holida the due date is extended to the next businzsss day. If the

fees are sent b istered mai egistration is
the United States Postal Service’s postmark date. If the fees are
sent certified mai n h i i al
employee, the date he recei i ited S es Postal
Service’s postmark date. T stma d certifi mail i is
evidence tha he fees w delive ; ment fee
are considered paid on the date th a mar b h nited
States Postal Service o ceived 1 in b mmissicn’
Division of Admini tion in Tal ; ider
timel aid i ropexr d ss wi ffici t a
ostmarked no later than du

(4) Commission Form PSC/ADM 67 (7/96), entitled "Investor-

Owned Natural Gas Utili R la s ment e rn" and
Form PSC M 71 (7 i e ici o District
Re atory A m e " i

by reference and m btained from the Commission’s Division of
Administration. i i1i iv

shall not excuse utili r i i i i mi

the regulatory assessment fees. The—regulatery assessment—fees
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(5) Each utility, municipal, and gas district shall have up
to and including the due date in which to:

(a) Remit the total amount of its fees or

(b) Remit an amount which the utility, municipal, or gas
district estimates is its full fee;—e=x

+e}—Seck—and—receive—fromthe Commissiona 36—€dayextensieon
ef—itto—due—date.

{6)43+ Where the utility, municipal, or gas district remits
less than its full fee pursuant—te—subseetieon—{2)-{bl—efthis—rule,
the remainder of the full fee shall be due on or before the 30th
day from the due date and shall, where the amount remitted was less
than 90% percent of the total regulatory assessment fee, include

interest as provided by subsection (8) (b)+45+) of this rule.

(7) 44+ utilit municipal r istri est
from the Division of Administrati -d 10 i u
date for payment of regulato asses fees or fo ili it

return form.

(a) The request for extension must be written and accompanied
by a statement of aus
Divisi £ ministrati e WO W at

(c) Where a utility, municipal, or gas district receives an
a—36—day extension of its due date pursuant to subseetien—{z}tei—of

this rule, then the utility, municipal, or gas district shall remit
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a charge in addition to the regulatory assessment fee, as set out
in s. 350.113 45}, F.S. 43585).

{8) 45+ The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission
from the utility, municipal, or gas district pursuant to the
provisions of s. 350.113, F.S. 43985} and this rule, begins with
the first calendar day after any date established as the due date
either by operation of this rule or by an extension pursuant to
this rule.

(a) A penalty, as set out in s. 350.113, F.S. +¥5%85) shall
apply to any such delinquent amounts.

(b) Interest at the rate of 12% percent per annum shall apply
to any such delinguent amounts.

Specific Authority: 350.127(2), F.S., 366.14, F.S. (1989)

Law Implemented: 350.113, F.S., 366.14, F.S. (1989)

History: New 5/18/83, formerly 25-7.131, Amended 10/16/86,
4/25/90, 7/8/96.

25-30.120 Regulatory Assessment Fees; Water and Wastewater
Utilities.

(1) As applicable and as provided in s. 350.113, F.S. 43985},

each utility shall remit a fee based upon its gross operating

revenue. This fee shall be referred to as a regulatory assessment

fee. Fer—the—year-beginning January 1 —1996—~ecach—utility-ehali—pay
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3+—3593—eaeh Each utility shall pay a regulatory assessment fee in

the amount of 0.045 of its gross revenues derived from intrastate
business feur—and-ene—half perecent—forthe-entire—year. The gross

revenues reported for regulatory assessment fee purposes must agree

with the amount reported as operating revenue on Schedule F-3 of
the Operating Statement in the company’s Annual Report, filed in
accordance with Rule 25-30.110, F.A.C. A minimum annual regulatory
ssessment fee i i v r

if revenues are insufficien nera minimum f

(2) The obligation to remit the regulatory assessment fees

for any year shall apply to any utility which is subject to this
Commission’s jurisdiction on or before December 31 of that year or
for any part of that year, whether or not the utility has actually
applied for or been issued a certificate.

(a) Regulatory assessment fees shall be filed with the
Commission on or before March 31 for the preceding year ended
December 31. mmission m W 7 "
System R lat As m ee R " an missi m
PSC/WAW 17 (7/96) entitled "Wastewater System Requlatory Assessment

Fee Return" are inco rated in is r The
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each—utility—The—forms may be obtained from the Commission’s

Division of Administration. The failure of a utility to receive a

return form shall not excuse the utility from its obligation to
timely remit the regulatory assessment fees.

(b) Regulatory assessment fees are considered paid on the
date they are postmarked b e United Stat Postal Servi or
received and logged in by the Commission’s Division of
Administration in Tallahassee. Fees are considered timely paid if
properly addressed, with sufficient postage and postmarked no later
than the due date.

(3) If the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or a legal
holiday, the due date is extended to the next business day. If the
fees are sent by registered mail, the date of the registration is
the United States Postal Service'’s postmark date. If the fees are
sent by certified mail and the receipt is postmarked by a postal
employee, the date on the receipt is the United States Postal
Service’s postmark date. The postmarked certified mail receipt is
evidence that the fees were delivered.

(4) Each utility shall have up to and including the due date
in which to:

s Remit the total amount of its fee+ or
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2. Remit an amount which the utility estimates is its

full fee—e=

(5) 43+ Any utility that purchases water or wastewater

treatment from another utility regulated by the Florida Public

Service Commission is allowed to deduct the annual expense for
urchased water or wa water tr m rom i ross
revenues befor alculati moun 1 as sm

fees due a—eredit—en—the—regulateoryassessment—fees—paid—to—the
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(6) 44+ A utility may request from the Division of

Administration a 30- xtension i a 0 £
requlat assessment fees or for filing its n

(a) The reguest for extension must be wri;;ég and accompanied
by a statement of good cause.

(b) The request for ex ion mu
Division of Administ i least two week da

(c) Where a utility receives a 30-day extension of its due

date pursuant to subseetien—{2}{b}3—ef this rule, €her the utility

shall remit a charge in addition to the regulatory assessment fee,
set out in s. 350.11345), F.S. 43585} —as—fellews+—
i5—days—er—ltess—or

{7) 454 The delinquency of any amount due to the Commission
from the utility pursuant to the provisions of s. 350.113, F.S.
439585}, and this rule, begins with the first calendar day after any
date established as the due date either by operation of this rule

or by an extension pursuant to this rule.
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(a) Pursuant to s. 350.11344), F.S., a penalty shall be
assessed against any utility that fails to pay its regulatory
assessment fee by March 31, in the following manner:

: Five & percent of the fee if the failure is for not
more than 30 days, with an additional five 5
percent for each additional 30 days or fraction
thereof during the time in which the failure
continues, not to exceed a total penalty of 25
percent.

2. The amount of interest to be charged is one percent
1% for each thirty days or fraction thereof, not to
exceed a total of 12 percent % per annum.

(b) In addition to the penalties and interest otherwise
provided, the Commission may impose an additional penalty upon a
utility for failure to pay regulatory assessment fees in a timely
manner in accordance with s. 367.161, F.S.

(8)+46+ Any utility which requests and receives an extension
of not more than 30 days or amd remits, by the due date, an
estimated fee payment of at least 90 percent ¥ of the actual fee
due shall not be charged interest or penalty on the balance due if
paid within the extension period.

(9) 4+ Any utility which fails to pay a penalty within 30
days after its assessment by the Commission shall be subject to

interest applied to the penalty up to and including the date of
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payment of the penalty. Such interest shall be compounded monthly,
based on the 30-day commercial paper rate for high-grade, unsecured
notes sold through dealers by major corporations in multiples of
$1,000 as regularly published in the Wall Street Journal.
Specific Authority: 350.127(2), F.S.

Law Implemented: 350.113, F.S.

History: New 5/18/83, formerly 25-10.24, Amended 10/16/86,

Transferred from 25-10.024 and Amended 11/9/86, Amended 2/8/90,

7/8/96.
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