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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

I n re: Application for transfer of 
majority organizational control of c . S . ) 
Water Company, Inc . from Robert Thomas to) 
Clyde and Judith Biston in Hillsborough ) 
a nd Pasco Counties. ) _______________________________________ ) 

DOCKET NO. 910593-WU 
ORDER NO. 25026 
ISSUED: 9/9/~1 

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of 
this matter: 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

SUSAN F . CLARK 
J. TERRY DEASON 

BETTY EASLEY 

ORDER APPROviNG TBANSFER 

Background 

On May 3, 1991, an a pplication was filed with the Commission 
requesting approval of the transfer of majority organizational 
control of c. s . Water Company, Inc. (C. s. or Utility) from Robert 
Thomas to Clyde and J udith Biston. The sale of the stock ot C. s. 
t o the Bistons on May 3, 1991, was contingent upon Commission 
approval of the transfer . c. s . currently provides water service 
to 283 homes, Two Rivers Ranch a nd Crystal Springs Recreational 
Park in Crystal Rivers, Florida. 

Application 

The application is in compliance with Section 367 .071, Florida 
Statutes, and other pertinent statutes and administrative rules, 
except for Rule 25-30.037(1) (o) , Florida Administrative Code. That 
Rule requires a utility to provide proof that it owns the land upon 
which its facilities are located. A fee simple deed was provided 
with the application in the name of the Utility to show ownership 
of the land upon which he facilities are located. However, the 
Utility did not provide title insurance. At the August 27, 1991 
Commission Agenda Conference, the Commission found that C. s . 
should be directed to file title insurance in the name of the 
Utility within 30 days of the Order issued in this Docket. 
Subsequent thereto, title insurance was filed in the name of c. S . 
Water Company, Inc. 

The application, which is now complete, contains a filing fee 
in the amount of $150, as prescribed by Rule 25- 30.020, Florida 
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Administrative Code . In additio n, the application contains proof 
of compliance with the noticing provisions of Rule 25-30.030, 
Florida Administrative Code , i nclud i ng notice to the customers of 
the system. No objections to the transfer have been received and 
t h e time for filing such has exp i r ed. 

Mr. Biston agreed to purchase the s tock of C. S . for $150 , 000 . 
Mr . Biston will make a $30 , 000 down payment and pay the balance of 
$120,000 over 3 years at the interes t r a te of 10\. Mr. Biston is 
a wa re that although he is purchasing the stock for $150 , 000, he 
will o n l y be allowed to earn a return o n the Utility ' s rate base of 
$2 3 , 395, establisred as of April 30, 1990 . 

Mr . Bis ton does not have any e xperience in water utility 
o pe rations. Therefore , Mr. Biston has retained the ser vices of a 
c ert ified plant o pe rator , Mr. Jerry Wi lliams , to operate the syst em 
unti l he is c ertified . In addition, accord i ng to the Department of 
Env i r o nmenta l Regulation, there are no t outstanding violations 
agains t the Utility . 

Based on the above infor mation, we find that t he transfer of 
majority organizational control of c . S . from Robert Thomas to 
Clyde and Judith Biston is i n the public i nterest and it i s 
a pproved . Certificate No . 235-W has been returned to the 
Commiss i on for e ntry reflecting t he tra nsfer. Revised a r iff 
s heet s have also been file d reflecting the transfer . 

Rat e Base 

The sale of s t oc k of c . s . will not alter t he Utility ' s asset 
and liability accounts . Accordingly, t he transfer of stoc k 
owne r ship will not change t he rate base , established by the 
Commission in Docket No. 900238 -WU by Order No. 23853, effective 
January 2, 1991 . Therefore , rate base is not being establish ed i n 
th i s Doc ket . 

Rate s a nd Cha rges 

Ru l e 2 5- 9 . 04 4 (1), Flor i da Administrative Code , requires the 
new owner of a utility to adopt a nd use the rates, classification 
and regulations of the former ope rating company u nless authorized 
t o c hang e by the Commission . Mr . Bis t on has not requeste d a c ha nge 
i n the r ates a nd c harges of c. s . a nd we see no reason t o change 
the m at this time . C. S . is directed to continue charging the 
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rates and charges appro ved i n i t s tarif f until a uthorized to c h ange 
by the Commission. 

c. s. has filed revised tariff sheets reflec ting t he c hange in 
issuing officer due to the t ransfer of ma jority organizational 
control. The tariff filing shall be effective for service provided 
or connections made after the stamped approval date on the tariff 
sheets. 

It is, the refo r e, 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that the 
transfer of ma jor i ty organizational cont rol of c . s. water company , 
Inc . from Robert Thomas, 4 0 Ranc h Road, Thonotos assa , Florida 
33592 , to Clyde a nd Judith Biston, 39200 Bay Avenue, Post Office 
Box 3000, Crystal Springs, Florida 33524, i s hereby approved . It 
is further 

ORDERED that C. S. Water Company, Inc. s hall continue t o 
charge the rates and charges approved i n its tariff unt il 
authorized to c hange by the Commission. The tariff sheets shall be 
effective for service provided or connections made after the 
approval date on the tariff sheets. It is further 

ORDERED that Docket No. 910593-WU is hereby closed . 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission, this 9Lh 
day of SEPTEH_BER __ 1....;.9....;.9_1 ____ _ 

Reporting 

(SE AL) 

ALC 

~ 
81 



,..-
82 

ORDER NO. 25 026 
DOCKET NO. 910593-WU 
Page 4 

NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEQINGS OR JVQICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Serv ice Commission is required by Section 
120. 59(4) , Florida Statutes , to notify partie s of any 
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that 
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120 . 68, Florida Statutes, as 
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. Th is notice 
should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result i n the relief 
s o ught . 

Any party adversely affected by the Commission's final a c t i on 
i n this matter may request: 1) reconsideration of the decision by 
f i ling a motion for reconsideration with the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of 
this order in the form prescribed by Rule 25-22 . 060, Florida 
Admi nistrative Code; or 2) j udicial review by the Florida Supreme 
Cour t in the case of an electric , gas or telephone utility o r the 
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Firs t Distri ct Court of Appeal in the case of a water or sewe r 
ut ility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of I 
Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and 
the filing fee with the appropriate court. This filing mus t be 
completed within thirty (30) days after t h e issuance of thi s o rde r, 
purs uant to Rule 9 . 110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure . The 
no t i ce of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9 . 900 (a), 
Florida Rules o f Appellate Proc e dure. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

c. s. water company, Inc. 

TEBRITORY PBSCRIPTION 

In Township 26 South , Range 21 East, Pasco County, Florida . 
All of Section 35 and all of Section 36. 

In To\ofnship 27 South , Range 21 East, Hillsborough County, 
Florida, North 1/2 of Section 2 and the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 
of Section 3. 
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