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Dear Mr. Garcia:

We had hoped, in the above petition, to
allow major commercial power consumers to negotiate master
metered contracts for their properties and then submeter the
individual consumptions with the elimination of the approximate
5100 per unit annual "customer service fee" (meter reading etc)
and the B.5c/kwh retail charge. Electronic submetering might cost
$75-%100 per unit inetalled, and if commercial rates of 6c/kwh
+/- were negotiated either with the existing Utilities or
non-utility sources of power the public consumers might enjoy
returns of 200%-300% per vyear.

The Utilities, of course, vigorously objected.
The P5C Staft declined to support the petition primarily, I
sense, because they feared consumers {(ie offlice occupants and
rental apartment dwellers) might be unfairly charged by thae
building owners. This is a matter of conjecture and we elected
not to contest this position.

However we requested that the Staff re-examine
the petition as it applies to Condominiums. Our reasoning: The
owners of condominiums run their own assoclations and have no
incentive to cheat themselves.,.and this kind of anticipated
return would ke very attractive. My own condominium, The Village
at Tierra Verde (218 units) under the above acenario mlght save
S43,600-%6%,400 per yea:r. Further, the Florida Statutes of
Condominium law amply protect the ownersa from themselves...lif
this were a problem.

The PSC Staff, while conceding they had less of
a worry of cheating condominium owners as opposed to apartment
renters, has declinad to support the petition as applied solely
to condominiums.

The 16 year monopoly of the Utilities in
sub-metering should, we believe, be a concern of the Commission.
Non-utility sources of power, leasing utility transmission linaes,
are coming to Florida, later i{ not gooner., The Utllities, I
would think, would have no interest in providing bllling grervices
for a competitor who was actually selling the power to the master
metered consumer. The PSC has taken steps to brsak the telephone
monopolies in Florida, and perhaps opening up condominiums is a
way to see how non-utllity electronic submetering, eliminating
the errors of manual meter reading can work. We hope that your
fellow Commissicners will]l conslder the logic and merit of this
petition as it applies to Condominiums.....for the present,

























